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PREFACE TO-VOL.UME V. 


OF THE 


STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF BENGAL. 


This Volume comprises the Dacca, Division as recon- 
stituted in 1874, after the separation of the Province 
of Assam from tlie Lieutenant-Gpverhorship of Bengal.* 
Up to that year, the Valley of 4 he*ISarak with its two 
Districts of Cachac and Sylhet had formed the north- 
eastern part of the Dacca Division. In 1874, Cachar 
and Sylhet were annexed, for administrative purposes, 
to the newly -created Chief Commissionership of 
Assam ; the Dacca Division retaining the four *Dis- 
tricts of Maimansinh, Dacca, Faridpur, and Bakarganj. 

The Centrid District, Dacca, fori^s tl*e focus of the 
three river systems pf Bengal. *l'he waters of the 
Brahmaputra from the clue nofth unite on its border 
with the waters of the Ganhes from tlie north- 
west ; and the united channel, after receiving the 
Meghna and waters ^ jthe (Shehar, vajley from the 
north-east, sweeps ' south ip 'a vast body to the sea. 
The northernmost^ of the four* Districts, Maimansinh, 
is watered by the Brahmaputra, whjch forniierly in- 
tersected it, but ,whose new niaii> channel, under the 
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name of the Jamund, now skirts- it^^estern border. 
The western District of the Dacca Division, vif., 
Farfdpur, Cdrms the extreme eqst^n corner of the 
Gangetic d/ilta. • The southern District of the Divi- 
sion, B^k^irganj, is T watered by « the great estuary' 
formed by the three iJhited river systems on the 
east ; and on the west by the Gangetic 'distributaries. 
Towards the coast, it' spreads out into mauehes and 
jungle-covered flats, cut up by a hundred channels, 
and' scarcely raised above the high-tide level of the 
sea. 

This volume treats of an area of 15,683 square 
miles, containing a population 'of 7,592,932 .souls. 
'The District stdti'stics were collected in the years 
1870-73, and as regards accuracy are subject to the 
remaVks in my preface to volume \. I had intended 
to devote two volumes to the Dacca Division ; and 
the first of them, comprising the three southern 
Districts (Dacca, Faridpur, and Bakarganj), were 
prin'ted before the northern half of the Division 
was split up on the erection of Assam into a Chief 
Commissionefship. Instead, therefore, of having a 
compact separate Volume for the three northern 
Districts of the fortner Dacca Division (Mai- 
mansinh, Cachar.Vnd 'Sylhet), the. only course left to 
me was to tack on the single District (Maimansinh) 
which remained of the norflytin half to the end of 
this book. 
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ERRy\TA ET CORRIGENDA. 

Pages loo and 251. The cViapter on Tenures, referred to as at the end of the 
volume, will be foi^iid at pp. 365 to 379, at the end of the Statistical 
Account of Faridpur District. That Account concluded the volume as it 
w|Ls originally prin^ed^ before the erection of Assam into a Chief Commis- 
sionership. Thi.s changey* as already explained, forced me to tack on the 
District of Maimansinh to *hc present volume. [See anti\ Preface,] 

Page 290, Head-line. For PakXrcianj, read PXkarganj. 

Page 208, Last line. For angal Inoi^ read jangal burl. 

I’age 31 1, Lines 1 1, l6, 17. For ganja., xfi^AgdnJd. 


I snail be grateful for any corrections or suggestions which occur 
to the reader. They may be addressed to me, care of the Secretary 
to the Governmeirt of Bengal, Calcutta. 



^ weigh;i's and measures. 

The local weights and measu^s are given in detail at pp. 95, 
207, 208, 322-324,445-448. In some ^instances, in the following 
volume, theSfe weights and measures have been converted into their 
Pmglish equivalents, and the native names have not been added. 
In such cases the reconversion from the English equivalents maj be 
effected with sufficient accuracy in accordante with the following 
tables : — < 

MONEY. 

1 pie (y o of all dna) = i farthing. 

I pice (I of an ana) - i i fart)jings. 

1 and (yj of a rupee) ~ i| jience. 

I rupee is worth, according to the rate of exchange, 
from IS. 9d.*to 2s., but for ordinary purposestit is 
taken at -- 2s. 

WEIGHTS. 

The unit of weight is the scr (seer), which varies in different Dis- 
tricts from about lbs. to 2*205 "I'his latter is the stanjJ^rd 
ser, as fixed by Government, and corresponds to the metrical kilo- 
gramme. For local calculations in Lower Bengal, the recognised 
ser may be taken at 2 lbs. The conversion of Iniiian into English 
weights would then be as follows : — 

I chatak (y^^ ,ot » ser) ^ 2 oz. 

1 ser of a maund) - 2 lbs. 

I man orMiaund (say) -*82 lbs? 

LAND MEASURE. 

The unit of land measure "fc •tke^ which ^’ar^es from ^ ot 
an acre to almost i ^acre. Tli^ *Govewiment standard bighd is 
14,400 square feet, o; say ^ of an acre ; and tliis bighd has been 
uniformly adopted throughout the folloiving volume. 




STATISTICAL ACCOtJNT 

OF 

TH-E DISTRICT OF DACCA. 


T he District of Dacca {Dhaka), the f>rincipal District of the 
Division of the same name, lies betwein 24° 20' 12" and 23° 
6' 30" north latitude, and 89° 47' 50" and 91° i' 10" east long^ude. 
It contains an area of 2902 square milts, » as revised by the 
Surveyor-General in 1871, and a populafion»of 1,852,993 souls, as 
ascertained by the Census ot 1872. The principal Civil Station, 
which is also the chief t«wn of the District, is Dacca, situated on the 
nbrth bank of the Burfganga river, in latitude 23° 43' 20" and longi- 
tude 90° 26' 10". The town is also th^ Head Quarters of the Com- 

^ The District Statistical Account of Dacca has been chiefly compiled from the 
following sources: — (l) Five Scries of Returns specially prepared for me the 
Collector of the District, Mr D. R. Lyall, C.S. ; (2) Report by Mr A. L. Clay, 
C.S., late Collector of the District, published in 1867; (3) Dr D. J. Taylor’s 
Sketch of the. Topography and Statistics of fiacca, 1840; {£) Special Report on 
different classes of Bratimans and Vishnuvites, drawn mp for me by Babu Baikunth 
Nath Sen, Deputy-Inspector of Schools, Bikrampur ; (5) Special Report on 
Kulinism, by Babu Abhay Charan f)as, Assiiitant to the Commissioner the 
Division ; (6) Census Report of Bengal, 1872 ^ (7^ District Census Compilation^ 
by Mr C. F. Magrath, C.S. ; ^8) Short Account *of Fibres grown in pacca, drawn 
up for me by Mr M. David ; (9) Statement of prevailing rates of re^t for langl 
producing ordinary crops, called for by the Bengal Government in 1872 ; (10) 
Surveyor-General’s return of aref,t^itii^latitudit» <ind longitudes, and other tech- 
nical details; (11) Income-Tax Report fqf 1871-72; (j2) Report of Inspector- 
General of Police for 187# ; (13) Repofts of Inspector- G^ieral of Jails for 1868 
and 1869; (14) Reports «Df the Director of Public Instruction for 1870-71 and 
1871-72; (15) Postal Statistics, furnished to pe by the Director-General of Post- 
Offices ; (16) Report of the Meteorological Department for 1S71 ; (17) Report on 
the Charitable Dispensaries of the Lower Provinces for 1871 ; (18) Special Report, 
furnished to me by the Civil Surgeon in medical chargeof the. District. 

VOL. VI. B* 
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missioner of the Division. Dr Taylor, in his “ Topography ^nd 
Statistics of Dacca,*” states that the i/ord is supposed by some to be 
derived from^Dhdk, the name of a tree {Butea frondosd)^ while others 
refer its etymology to the goddess Dhdkeswari-i-literally The Con- 
cealed Goddess ” — a shrijie in whose honour, enacted by King Ball^ 
*Sen, still exists on the west of the town. 

Boundaries. — Da9ca is bounded on the noril^ by the District of 
Maimansinh (Mymensing); on the 'east by Tipperah ^District, the 
Meghn^ river forming a natural boundary between them for the 
wJioIe distance ; and on the south and west by the* Districts of 
Bdkarganj and Farfdpur. The Ganges or Padmd riyer forms the 
boipidary on the south-west, but in the south-east corner there are 
458 villages, comprisiiTg an area of 320-25 square miles, which, until 
very recently, belonged to Dacca, though separated from the other 
portion of the Distr^t by the Ganges. This river, since it was 
mapped in 1769, has shifted its channel, and completely altered the 
whole appearance of the country. By a Government Notification, 
dated 17th June 187 j, the separated tract was transferred to the 
neighbouring District of Ba^karganj from the ist August 1871. 

Jurisdiction. — Da.cca Collectorate forn^erly comprised the Dis- 
tricts of Bdkarganj and Farfdpur, which were disjoined from it in 
1817 and 1811 respectively, and formed into distinct Districts. 
The present subdivision of Mdnikganj, and a portion of Nawdbganj, 
were annexed to Dacca from Farfdpur about 1856. The 458 
vilkiges mentioned above, which were cut off from the rest of the 
District by the changes in the course of the Ganges river, were 
transferred to Bdkarganj from August 1871. The revenue and magis- 
terial jurisdictions ar^ the same. The Civil Jadge also exercises 
jurisdiction over the neighbouring District of Farfdpur, the Civil 
Jurisdiction not having been separated from Dacca in 1811, when 
, the former prstrict"u;as ejected into an independent Collectorate. 

Physical Aspect of the CauNTRY.— The District consists of 
a level fdain, divided into two parts by the Dhaleswarf river, and 
varying considerably in tjif ir physical «*spects. The northern part 
is again subdiviV.edJ by the L^klimid river (pronounced Ldkhyd), 
which intersects it^from north to %outh. Tht western of these two 
northern subdivisions contains the city, and the larger of the two. 
The greater part of it lies •comparatively kigh and above flood 
level, the soil consrsting 0/ red kankar with strata of clay in the 
more elevk^ed parts^ covered ^by a thin layer of vegetable mould, 
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and near the banks of the rivers -and streams by alluvial earth. 
At some points the s&nery oi> the river*L:|khmi^ is very beautiful, 
the banks being high and well wooded. About twenfy miles north 
of the city small hillr ridges are^et with in th| Madhupur jungle 
adjoining the Distact of Maimansinh. ^They are mere mounds 
(Jiids)^ never more tnan thirty or forty feet •high, and seldom exceed# 
ing twenty feet, Jhese fidges are coAposed^of red soil, containing 
a considerable quantity of irbn ore. This tract of country is 
remarkable for the small size of the streams by which it is watered, 
and hence Ae greater part is an unproductive waste, c6vered with 
jungle and infested with wild beasts. Of late years, however, culti- 
vation has been extended. Towards the city the red soil is ipter- 
sected by creeks and morasses, the borders Sf which are well suited 
for the cultivation of rice, mustard, and til soed {Sesamum orientali) \ 
while to the eastward of the town, a broad j^lluvial, well-cultivated 
plain extends as far as tlie junction of the Dhaleswari and Lakh- 
mid rivers. The north - eastern subdivision ,is situated between 
the Meghnd and Lakhmid rivers. It is inftincjfited to a larger extent, 
has a much greater area of alluvial soi>, and is in a higher state of 
cultivation than the tra^t to the westward. The red kankar Soil is 
found chieily in its northern part, and forms small hilly ridges, which 
run up into the eastern angle of the District formed by the junction 
of the Meghnd and Braliina])utra rivers. Fruit-trees, tanks, &c., 
now buried in uncultivated jungly tracts, show that at one time these 
were the sites of populous villages. 

The division of the District to the south of the Dhaleswari is 
by far the most fertile tract. It coasists entirely of rich alluvial 
soil, annually inundated to a depth varying /ron/ two to fourteen 
feet. By the middle of July the whole of fhis tract is under water, 
and presents the a])pearance bf an extensive lake covered nvith 
growing rice, through which boats sail fr^nv onq part of .the country^, 
to another. The village's are built on mounds of earth* artificially 
raised above the level of inundation. This division of the District 


is devoid of picturesque seemly. ^ 

Elevated Tracts. — There are*nenncr mohnlliins nor hills in 
Dacca District, the only break iif the uniform lej^el*of the country 


being the low ridges «ip the Madhupur jungles, some of which are 
covered with grasses and underwood,* and others with forest. Aft 


these miniature hills are accessible to wjfieeled* carriages as regards 
their slope, and the Maimansinh road runs ewer thei^.* Some of 
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them have been utilise(| for purposes of cultivation near the Fiscal 
Divisions of Jaidebpur g,nd*Bdigunba!>f, by twrf of the largest landed 
proprietors of^the District, Bdbu Kdli Ndrayan Rdi and Khwaja 
Abdul Ganf, C.S:L,^but the plantations are bolll small. 

River System. — The District is intersectedVby a complete net- 
work of rivers and streams. The following ten are reported a*s 
navigable throughout ^he yesR* for native Boats of four tons burden 
or upwards;— (i) Meghni, (2) Ganges or Padml, (3) Jamund, (4) 
Aridl Khdn, (5) Kirtinas^, (6) Dhaleswari, (7) Bungangd, (8) 
Lakhmid (pronounced Lakhyd), (9) Mcndikhdli, and *(10) Ghdzi- 
khdlf. The rivers navigable to boats of two tons burden are (ii) 
the ^Hilsdmdrf, (12) Bans!, (13) Turdg, (14) Tungi, (15) Bdlu, and 
(16) the old bed of th<f Brahmaputra. The whole country is navig- 
able by small boats during the rainy season. 

The Meghna, which forms the eastern boundary of the District, 
is continually changing its course, although not to any great extent. 
Its banks are shelvipg^and cultivated, and the bed generally sandy. 
The Meghnd forms no^im|tortant islands witliin the District, but has 
many alluvial formations (c^tars) in its course. It nowhere expands 
into I&kes. It is subject to the influence qf the tides during eight 
months of the year, but in the rainy season the tide loses its 
power. The bore, which is ;very considerable at the mouth of the 
river, does not reach as high up as this District. The river is 
nowhere fordable at any period of the year. Its principal tributary 
is Ibe Dhaleswari, a large river which enters the District in the 
north-west near the junction of the Jamund and Ganges rivers, and 
flows generally in a south-wiesterly direction till it empties itself 
into the Meghnd ^t Munshfganj. The other im|)ortant tributary of 
the Meghnd on its* west bank is the old Brahmaputra, which flows 
along the north-eastern boundary ol the District, and runs into the 
jAleghnd at^ Bhairab-baz^^. , The portion of the river which lies 
within Dacca District is a comparatively fnsignificant stream, navi- 
gable b^ large boats only during the rainy season. A branch of 
this river, called the Brahjj[Uiputra ergik, flows in a south-westerly 
direction througl\ the District ftll*itTalls into the Dhaleswari at a 
place called Kaldgdchhd,* near the junction! of that river with the 
Meghnd. It is a small and unimportant stream, and only noted for 
d fair held on its banks at N^ngalband. In othe hot season before 
the rains, the river exhibits^ only a dried-up bed with a muddy and 
sandy bottom. It ,is fordable nearly throughout its whole course 
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during six months of the year. A navigab|e arm of the Meghnd, 
known as the Menclilkh^lK communicates with«the Brahmanntra at 
Kdkidr Tek. 

The Ganges or Ipadma river forms the western and south- 
western boundary oflthe District, and separates it from Faridpur and 
Bdkarganj. Insteaa of following its course as laid down by RenneJ 
in 1780, which jojned th% Meghnd at ^endiganj, it now discharges 
the great body of its water throftgh two chann^s considerably to the 
north of that place. * The first of these is the Kirtindsd, which runs 
a little to ifle north of Rdjnagar, and is now considered the prin- 
cipal branch of the Ganges. It is from three to four miles in width, 
and has a very strong current at its most contracted part, ^ren- 
dering navigation difficult during the rains^ The Kirtindsd joins 
the Meghnd to the north of Kartikpur. Th« second channel of the 
Ganges is the Naya Bagni, further south, and within the Bdkar- 
ganj District. The original channel of the Ganges is now almost 
dry in the hot months, the whole of its b^d. being filled up with 
alluvial accretions, divided by broad shadows j a few channels are 
navigable, but only by small boats, ^he course of tlic Ganges 
within the District is \ery variable, and is said to alter as-*much 
as four, five, or six miles in a single year, cutting away its north 
and south banks with equal iinpartiali^. About the middle of its 
course it forms the island known as Char Mukundid. The river has 
a sandy, muddy bottom, its banks in the dry season being generally 
shelving, and in the rains usually abrupt. The Ganges throw# off 
two branches within the District, the Hilsdmdri and the Aridl-khdn. 
The first-named river is only navigably by boats of two tons burden, 
but if it were not ipr a bar across its entrance^ it \fbuld be navigable 
the w hole year by boats of any size. This rRfer connects the Ganges 
with the Dhaleswari. 

The LakhmiA river leaves tlie Urainyai^itra at a place called loij^ 
at the northern boundaiy of the ^District, and flows in ft southerly 
direction till it empties itself into the Dhaleswari, about fbur mile's 
from the junction of that riv^i^with the l^eghnd. The Magistrate of 
the District states that the LakfimiS fs one of thef nyst beautiful rivers 
in Eastern Bengal. Ita banks are generally liigh an 4 well wooded, and 
it never overflows them. It runs for about fifty miles' through the 
red formation, and is •remarkable for fhe purity and coolness of ifs 
water. The tide affects the river during five “months of the year, 
but does not reach fkr up. It is not forSabt at any^rtme of the 
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year except at one po|ii, Ekddld. Owing to the silting up of the 
Brahmaputra near Ihe poiftt where enters tlCe District, the volume 
of water in tile Lakhmid is now on the decrease. It must, however, 
always remain a large tidal stream, supplied Irom the Dhaleswarf, 
even if its northern outlet were entirely closed, i 

The Banar river enters the District from the north, westward 6f 
the Lakhmid, and after flowing first in a sdutherljf and afterwards in 
a westerly course, joins that river at'Ekddld. The BA-lu is another 
tributary of the Lakhmid, joins it on the west bank at Demrd, a 
small stream, and which merely forms an outlet for Vnarsh water. 
The Bans/ river also flows into the District from the north, and drains 
the, western side of the Madhupur jungles. It also empties itself into 
the Dhaleswarf, but it i?a small stream, and the traffic on it is almost 
entirely confined to the«rainy season. The BuRfGANoA river, on the 
northern bank of whicji the city of Dacca is situated, is a mere branch 
of the Dhaleswarf, about twenty-six miles in length, separating from 
it a short distance bplqw Sdbhdr, and rejoining the main stream at 
* Ffitulld, on the Ndrdinganj road. • The tide rises and falls to the- 
extent of two feet at the town of Dacca. The tract fcetween the Burf- 
gangd and Dhaleswarf forms a large island kpown as Paschimdf. The 
Doldi creek connects the Bdlu river wdth the Burfgangd, which it 
joins within the city limits. . Attempts have been made to render it 
navigable throughout the year, but without permanent success. It is 
reported that the creek will always be liable to silt up in the middle, 
as each end of it is affected by the tide. 

The banks of all the above rivers are cultivated, with the excep- 
tion of a small tract along the- Lakhmid and Bansf rivers, and all are 
more or less subject to the tide. The Collector states that it is 
difficult, in a District fike Dacca, to name the fords. The beds of 
the rivers are generally pretty level' aiid when a stream is fordable 
^’*1 one plac^, it is so almqst throughout its whole length. Two shoals 
occur in tMfe Burfgangd, one opposjite the town of Dacca, and one at 
the point where it takes its departure^ from the Dhaleswarf, both 
of which, though not actually fordab^f*are likely to become so in 
time. There is also p, similar shbal in' the Lakhmid at Ekddld, where 
the river is reported as fordable. The Bdlu,^ Bansf, and Hilsdmdrf 
rivers are fordable in the dry weather only. « 

Lakes, Marshes, Artificial Watercourses, &c. — Throughout , 
the whole of the District^ and especially in the portion of the country 
adjoining thf^ large rivers, numerous marshes haVebeen formed by the 
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changes in their course. These old beds|are covered with rank 
vegetation, and do mot deseiye the naftie of Jakes. The artificial 
watercourses are asTollow: — (i) The TiltaU said to have 
been dug by Rdjd fedjballabh to facilitate communication between 
Rdjnagar and Dacca. This watercourse extends from Bahar on the 
^^admd to TaltaM on the Dhaleswarf, buC lias now been allowed tp 
silt up, so that it is only open during^ four ^lonths of the year for 
large boats. It effects a saving of about twenty or twenty-five miles 
on the outer route between Barisdl and Dacca, besides avoiding the 
somewhat jfcrilous navigation of the large rivers. The Collector is 
of opinion that this canal would pay well if it were re-dug, tolls being 
levied to meet the cost. (2) The Doldi khal is a short cutting of 
about four miles, and unites the waters o^the Bdlu and Burfgangd 
rivers. It shortens the communication between Maimansinh by 
about twenty-two miles, but is only open for nine months in the year. 
Government has spent about ^2500 on this work, and the yearly 
net profit is now said to amount to about ;^4oo. If it could be 
kept open all the year, the profits of coujse would be much larger. • 
There are no rivers or non-navigable J5treams with any descents 
or rapids sufficient to^ renefer them available for the purpose of 
turning machinery. None of the rivers or streams contain rapids 
or other obstructions to navigation. ^Irrigation is not used, except 
to a very small extent, in the northern parts of the District, and 
the river water is nowhere artificially diverted for this purpose. 
The annual loss of life from drowning is stated to be about *four 
hundred, chiefly children, who, during the rains, are allowed to run 
about close to dangerous holes, from jvhich earth has been taken for 
the purpose of forming a mound (jbhiti) upon which the houses are 
built. 

River Traffic. — The prin^pal commercial towns with a Jarge 
population living by river , traffic are Ndraingan) and Madanganj^ 
the confluence of the rivbr Lakhmid with tlie iJhaleswari-^ Gdlimpur 
and Kalakopd on the Hilsdmdrf ; Sdbhdr and Mdnikganj on tlTe 
Dhaleswarf; and Dhdmrdi,J&n a creek of the iJansf. The first two 
towns form in fact one, as Stef !im on Vpposite sides of the river. 
Ndrdinganj is the seqpnd town im importance *irj tlje District, and 
may be termed the port of Dacca, from which it is distant about 
nine miles by land, aqd sixteen or eighteen by water. It ^:onstitutes 
the great mart east of Sirdjganj on the Jamund, and has regular 
steam communication with Calcutta, Silfietf Asjafn, and Kdchdr. It 
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carries on an extensive^ trade with Calcutta, importing cloth, piece 
goods, salt, &c., and. exporting country produl:e of all kinds, par- 
ticularly jute arid seeds ; with Chittagong, oy importing cotton, 
timber, oil, hides, &c., and exporting tobacco, pottery, and country 
produce ; and with iJangun and Akyab, by importing timber, cotton, 

• cjitechu, &c., and exporting tobacco, betel-nut, &c. In former times* 
salt was imported in Jarge ^quantities frotn the^ Chittagong and 
Nodkhdlf Districts, an^ in 1839 the liumber of sloops engaged in 
the traffic amounted to about 160. Since the manufacture of salt 
has been abandoned by Government, this trade has ceartid, but the 
amount of English salt at present imported from Calcutta is said to 
be about equal to* that of the native article imported in the days of 
the dovernment monopoly. The towns of Galimpur and KaUkopa 
transact chiefly with Calcutta, irnporting cloth and piece goods, and 
exporting country produce. Mdnikganj, on the west bank of the 
Dhaleswarl, north-west of the town of Dahca, carries on a trade in 
mustard, oil, and tobacco, which are imported from Rangpur and 
•Kuch Behar, and sent to Ndrdinganj and Calcutta. There is little 
commerce in other articles.. Sdbhdr, at the junction of the Bans! 
with the Dhaleswarl, trades with Calcutta^ and Dacca in cloth 
and ironware. The traffic at Dhamrdi consists entirely of country 
produce. ^ 

Fisheries. — There are no towns in the District whose inhabi- 
tants live entirely or in the most part by fishing, but there are 
msLny small fishing villages. Tlie Collector finds it difficult to 
estimate the number of people wffio live by fishing, but is of 
opinion that the total numbej* of hereditary fisher castes are not 
less than ten thou^nd in the District. The Cens;^s Report of 1872 
gives a much greater number, and returns the number of fishing 
and bfiating castes as follows,: — Jdlid,‘32;269 ; Mdld, 5567 ; Mdnjhi, 
^0,; Pdtnf, 4695 f Pod,^ loi ; Tior, 7988; others, 1539; total, 
53,029. This is exclusive of a lyge popillation of Muhammadan 
fiSherme.rf and boatmen, besides Hindu castes who follow mixed 
occupations, such as thanddls and Kaijji^rttas. The Collector states 
' that many peopl^ belonging tt> * hereditary fishing castes have 
abandoned theit o^cupatiefns as fishermen ; but, on the other hand, 
nearly every one catches fish,* whether belonging to the proper fish- 
irtg castes' or not. The following is a statejpient of the revenue 
obtained by Government from fifteen large river fisheries, which were 
resumed in«859 : — ^M^^-rgingl on the Kirtindsd, ns. ; Sftal Lakh- 
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Brahmaputra, ^10, los. ; Dhales^arf, 8s. ; Ichhd- 

matT or Hilsiradrf, 4s. ; ,Ghdzf-KMH, 5s. 9d. ; Ganges 

or Padm^t, ;^i24, 6s. -^urdg, j Kdligangd, 2S. ; Hdrid- 

£s> i6s. ; Narani -gang’s!, ;^38, 15s. 2d. ; Burfgangd, ;^38, 2s. ; 
Khudddiidpur, ;^3fi, 4s. ; Rdmgangd, ^^31, 15^.’ Qd. ; and Tdldk 
./¥uandirdm Dds, igs.; total, ^725, i8s. 8fl. ' This, however, by no^ 
means gives even the appioximate value^f the fish caught in a District 
where for five months of the year fish swarm Th every rice-field and 
are caught by all classes. The Collector states that the total value of 
the fisheries •f Dacca is probably not less than ten times this amount, 
and may roughly be put down at from ^8000 to ^10,000. Large 
quantities of fish are dried and exported annually to different parts of 
the country. A species of bivalve shell in ^vhich pearls are found 
is searched for by a wandering gyps]f-like tribe called the Bediyds, 
in the cold season; and in 1839 there were said to be from eighty 
to one hundred boats employed in this business. The pearls are 
small and of little value ; the shells are sold in the bdzdrs, and are 
used by the natives in the place of spoons^ 

Marsh Cultivation. — No rivers 01; ma^*shes have been em- 
banked in the District with a*view^ to the extension of cultivation, 
and the Collector seems to be of opinion that such embankments 
would not be feasible, as there is no tract of country now barren 
which could thus be rendered fertile. Four different crops of long- 
stemmed rice are cultivated in the District. The dman forms the most 
important of them, and the crop, which is the one most extensively 
cultivated in the District, comprises about fifty different sorts of rice. 
Of all the varieties of rice, the dman i^ the most rapid in its growth, 
frequently shooting up to the extent of twelve inches in as many 
hours as the inundatton takes to rise, and i» Some seasons attaining 
a height of six or eight fc^t. • The ^reat danger to which jt is 
exposed during the season of floods is a high and sudden rise^f 
the water, by which the t:rop is over-toppeS anS destroy <|d. Float- 
ing masses of weeds and vegetation detached from the •marshes 
are also dangerous, being ^t to bury the crop. In this District 
twelve feet may be taken as the ^i^aitest S^pth of watey in which rice 
is cultivated. The Coyector is of opinion, from pe/sonal observation, 
that short-stemmed yice is more grown than 'formerly ; and this 
is only natural, as thg level of the oountry is undoubtedly rising. 
Reeds or canes are not cultivated to any extent in the marshes, as 
the char lands, or river accretions, yield *ai^ anyDle supply Besides 
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the fishing castes alrdidy mentioned, there is a very large class of 
Musalmdns who ea|;n tne chief portiofi of their livelihood by going 
on trips to Calcutta, Rangpur, Maimansinh, and Patnd as boatmen 
with cargoes of country produce^ , The* large cargo-boats of Dacca 
District are entirely manned by these men, and *the Collector states 
^that the number thus 6t$ployed cannot be lesi than five thousand. 
These people generally go sharers in the venture. 

Lines of' DRAiif^iGE. — The drainage of Dacca generally runs 
from the north-west to south-east, the usual course of the rivers 
and streams. All the latter take their exit in the e^reme south- 
east of the District, at the point of junction of the two great 
rivers, the Ganges and the Meghnd, into which the other streams 
of the District flow. Tke only important successions of marshes {bils) 
in Dacca are those ip the rforth-west bordering on Maimansinh, 
which have their outlet into the Dhaleswari ; and tlie great marshes 
of Nawdbganj and SWnagar, which drains into the Ganges through-a 
number of small watercourses {kJidls), 

Minerals. — No minei^als are at present worked in the District. 
Formerly, however, beVore *iron was imported, the red ferruginous 
clay of the Madhupur jungle tract wa^burned and iron smelted from 
it, but this has long since been given up, and will probably never 
again be attempted. No caverns, hot springs, or interesting gorges 
or passes are anywhere founcJ in the District. 

Uncultivated Vegetable Crops, Jungle Products, &c. — 
Vejy few vegetable products of marketable value, which grow with- 
out cultivation, are found in Dacca District. The varieties of 
herbs {sdg) are as follow ; — Chamldi, Kalmi, Note, Plelenchd, Sdchf, 
Betho, Gimd, an4 Pui \ and some water plants, particularly the one 
called Makhnd which* if sold extensively at Ole beginning of the 
rain%. Beeswax is found m the \Madhupur jungles, but not to 
apy great amount, and there are no castes or classes who live by 
trading in jungle products. **There arc no forests of any great extent 
in the District, and most of the wooded land in the Madhupur jungle 
tract is- so badly provided with mean^of communication as to be 
almost valueless. The principal* descriptions of forest trees, jungle 
creepers, &c., ^ ar\* ‘as follow ; Pit^lnf, Ndosond, Pirail, 

Gaindrf, Brihati, Prasardnf, Briksha Jaistha, il^alpandth, Puna-nabd, 
Khet-pdptd, Akdndf, Bardhakdntd, Paltd, Bdirkalf, Sonatald, Kdchhi- 
tald, Dhdmndtald, Rdchnd, Rdngdchitd, Chai, Gorak Chdlua, Nugdli* 
tald, Mushdli-latd, Gaj Pi^ul* Bich-tdrak, Mamd4dru, Ser-phukd, Kdld- 
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lat, Mdtid-lat, Sdmdlu, Kdndi-larf, Rdkhdl-sosh^ Apamdrga, Beran, Sidl- 
mofrd, Haritaki, Amlakf, Bayrd* Dhanid, Jiain, R^ndhunf, Ban-pdkair, 
Ldtd, Dahar-karanjd,^ Kuchild, and Kumird-Iat. Nor, are there any 
wide uncultivated pasture grounds in Dacca District, although in the 
rainy season many people send their cattle to tlfe high lands of the 
Madhupur jungle. < A few herds go with tjcse cattle for the purpose 
of tending them, but it catinot be said tliat there is any class of people 
who live by pasturing in the forest, as the here® merely go there for 
a few months, and for a specific purpose. 

Fer^ NAfUR^. — The wild animals indigenous to the District are, 
with few exceptions, of the same species as those in the other parts 
of the Gangetic Delta. The following description is condensed from 
Mr Collector Clay’s District Report in the “ Principal Heads of 
History and Statistics of the Dacca Dfvision’\(i867), and Mr Taylor’s 
“Topography and Statistics of Dacca” (1840): — 'I'igers and leopards 
infest the jungles of the •northern tract, bu! their numbers have 
decreased of late years owing to the clearing of jungle and the 
spread of cultivation. In times of drought or in seasons of inunda- 
tion these animals frequently repaired U> the cultivated parts, and 
committed depredations^ on the cattle of the peasantry. Formerly 
they carried their depredations to such an extent that the Mughul 
Government assigned a rent-free tract^of land to a class of 

men called bdghmdrids or tiger-slayers. The yearly cost of keeping 
down tigers, &c., has been nil for some time past. Tigers and 
leopards are now scarce, and are killed by European gentlemejpi of 
the station when heard of. The elephant is an aboriginal inhabitant 
of this part of the country, and it js stated that a herd of these 
animals had their quarters in the heavy jungles to the north, 
and up to 1867 elWed all attempts tc* capture therri. Their 
numbers are said to have betn increased from time to time by/ame 
elephants which had escaped from confinement and joined the 
Wild hogs occasionally tause considerable destruction I® the crops, 
but they are now less numerous than formerly, and are hunt^l 
down by the natives in gre^f^ numbers, jsspecially during the rains. 
The wild buffalo is found in nfersh}^ land m all ^arts of the District. 
The black bear still Iqrks among tihe* small*hills ih /Ehe. northern tracts. 
Four kinds of deer abound, the gaiis deer, the iamhar or black rusa, 
of Bengal, the hog dqpr, and the barking deer ; all of which inhabit 
the northern jungles of the District. • 

Small Game. — The porcupine chiefly tSke^ up his. abode in gar- 
dens and elevated spots of ground* in the vicinity of villages.* He 
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burrows under ground ^o a considerable distance, and is very destruc- 
tive to the crops o/ sugay-cane, barpboo, goyrds, and edible roots. 
The flesh of the porcupine is eaten by the lower orders of Hindus \ 
it is white, and is said to be not ill-flavoured. The quills are 
used for c’ombs ancf ornaments. The small brown squirrel is found 
in the northern jungles. ^The common green mtonkey is plentiful ih 
the jungles, and especially np.ar the city. The jackal, fox, and hare 
abound. The so citried black rabbrt (pronounced by Naturalists to 
be a hare) is found in the jungles north of the town. Mr Clay, the 
Magistrate and Collector of Dacca, in the ‘‘ Principal Meads of the 
Statistics of the Dacca Division,^' states that this animal appears to 
be the connecting link between the hare and the rabbit, and is 
only found elsewhere innhe jungles of the Maimansinh District and 
along the tardi toward? the Nepdl country. It frequents the thick 
grass jungles, and does not come into cultivated lands \ the natives 
say it breeds in burrows like the rabbit. • Among the bat tribe, the 
largest species met with in Dacca is the flying fox, Which commits 
great havoc in the orchards during the night. The little striped 
or orange bat is so called f»*om the golden colour of its fur; it 
inhabits the interior jungles, where, '’from its brilliant colour and 
small size, it is sometimes mistaken for .a butterfly. The common 
house bat and the long-cared bat lurk in huts, deserted mosques, 
wells, &c. Two kinds of otters are found in the rivers, one grey 
and the other dark-brown. The former variety are trained by the 
fislvrmen to drive fish into their nets. 'I'hey are also speared, and 
their skins exported to Bhutdn and China. 

Fish-Mammals, — The porpoise {Platafiista gaiigetica)^ or sttsuy 
as it is called by die natives, abounds in the rivers. Another variety, 
which may be called 'the Sundarban porpoi^ie, its native name 
being sand or hand, is found in the large rivers Meghnd and Ganges 
at , ‘pertain seasons'* of the year. This latter animal has not the 
elongated shout of the susu, is of a larger* size and lighter colour, 
slower in its movements, and takes a shorter bound when it rises 
to the surface. It 'is found in herd^j^the susu always in pairs ; 
both are nomadic in«their”habitsi ’‘The susu is hunted during the 
cold season, the \v6apon®used being a trid^tal harpoon with a 
long bamboo handlfe, the head separating frewn the shaft when it 
strikes the animal, but attached to it by a stqut cord. The animal 
is allowed to exhaust itself, then dragged alongside and clubbed 
to death, a The low-caste tribes eat the flesh, and boil out the oil, 
which sells at the rate of about threepence per pound in the Dacca 



29 


FERAL NATURAL OF DACCA^DISfR/CT. 

hdZ'irs, From forty pounds to a hundredweight and a half of oil 
are extracted from a i^ll-growi^ animal. •^Fhe cyl is used for burn- 
ing, and when mixe^ with tiger’s and alligator’s fatj, is considered 
by the people to be a sovereign remedy for rheumatism and other 
chronic pains. 

• Birds. — Vulturea(>, crows, several varieties of eagles, fish eagles^ 
kites, and falcons ^re corflmon. Several species of owls are found, 
and are regarded by the nativesVith superstitiohs dread. Swallows 
and kingfishers are numerous. The blue and red kingfisher with 
a white breftst forms the most handsome variety, and is caught 
during the cold season, and killed for the sake of its feathers, 
which are exported to China, where the feathers are in great request. 
In former days the Maghs and Burmese travelled all over India in 
search of these birds, which they taught with birdlime. Akyab 
was said to be the port of exportation, whence they were taken to 
China in junks. Professional bird-catchers are still met with in 
Dacca, and they informed Mr Clay, a late Magistrate of the District, 
that they were employed by people in Calcutta. The bee-eater, like 
the kingfisher, inhabits crevices in the banks* of rivers, and may be 
met with throughout the wlfole District. Two varieties of the 
‘‘ tailor” bird are found, so called from the ingenious construction of 
their nest. Sun-birds, or honey-suckers, are also common, and are 
remarkable for the brilliant metallic lustre of their plumage. They 
flutter about the flowers, from which they extract the juice while on 
the wing. The weaver-bird, which derives its name from the hanging 
nests which it builds, and which are usually found attached in 
clusters to the date-tree, is very destrjjctive to the rice crops. Of 
the several kinds of woodpeckers, the Indian rojain may be men- 
tioned; it is trainech^o fight by the natives* The sydmd bird is 
much prized for its powers t)f %ong, a good one being worth /rom 
to £,2, Two varieties of the green j.)arakeet*are common. Xhe 
wader birds are largely represented, and iiihabit the* numerous 
marshes throughout the District. The spoon-bill, sdras^ and mdntk- 
jor^ or beefsteak bird, mak| their appearance about the middle of 
October, and return to the hife at rtie commencement of the rains. 
Five species of heroijs are met with in the Dis/ricf. The pelican 
ibis is found in the neighbouring District of Faridpur, and doubtless 
also in Dacca. It freguents rivers, taniks, and marshes, generally ?h 
parties, but occasionally alone. The shell ibis is common, and is 
called by the neitives •sdmu^, from the nam^of^a large ki»d of snail 
on which it feeds. The adjutant-bird is not uncommon, thbugh 
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seldom seen in the v'icinity of the town. The bulbul^ or Injlian 
nightingale, is found in Sundance,* and is f aught to fight by the 
natives who ane very fond of the sport. ^ The qrested coot, the spur- 
winged plover, snipe, jack-snipe, and plover are common. Among 
the gallinaceous birds are the florican, which is rare, except in the 
cSdbhdr Fiscal Division, and the chakor, or ked pahridge, which is met 
with in many parts of the District, though not tin great numbers; 
jungle-fowl and peacocks are tolerably plentiful, as also ^several kinc^ 
of quail. The common blue or jungle pigeon, two or three varieties 
of the green pigeon, and doves, are common. The Mj-ghughuy or 
imperial dove, is sometimes found, but rarely. It is a very hand- 
sonje bird, the back and wings being dark emerald-green, and the 
neck, breast, and lower parts red-brown. Wild geese and ducks are 
plentiful on the river *chars to the south, with many varieties of 
teal. Several species^ of gulls are found on all the large rivers, of 
which the scissor-bill, or Indian skimmer, is the most remarkable. 
This bird especially, frj^quents the Meghnd and Ganges rivers, and 
may be seen skimming over the water with its beak close to the 
surface in search of food. ‘ The small cormorant, called pdni-katiri 
by th^ natives, is common in all the marshes and swamps, and the 
diver- bird is frequently seen perched on trees overhanging the 
water on the watch for its ,prey. These birds swim and dive with 
great rapidity, and float so low in the water that nothing but their 
long necks remain visible. 

Fishes. — The rivers and tanks abound with fish. The ray and 
common shark are found in the Meghnd and Ganges, frequently at 
a considerable distance from the sea. The saw-fish is also common 
in the large rivefs during the spring months. The shark and ray 
are more dreaded by fislltrmen than even the ci?)codile. The anwariy 
or mullet, is found in shoals, along tfie Hiallow margins of rivers and 
^'^:rsy and ,is caught aiyl brought to market in the cold season. 
The tapsi hidchh^ or mango-fish, is, plentiful* in April and May. The 
fiilsd in this District, is said to be superior in size and flavour to that 
of any other part of the cppntry. Thf kchitaly ritiy mirgaly and kdtld 
are air common. .Two kinds of fish,^the kai and the khalisd, are in 
the habit of migrating in shoals ffom one poicd to another. Their 
progress is effected by fixfng the sharp notched edges of the 
operculum in the ground, an& propelling the body by a sudden jerk 
or contraction of the caudal muscles. * A number of them are 
detoured ‘by birds while thus migrating. Crabs, cray fish, and 
prawns are plentiful in the District, 
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Reptiles, Insects, &c. — Alligators are found in most of the large 
rivers, and deaths by ih^se animtils are not unfreqhent. The gharidl^ 
or fish-eating crocodiVe, oftei; attains a large size. Several species of 
turtles are found; they are speared by fishermtn and brought to 
market, but are only eaten by low-caste IJindus. Among snakes, 
tl?e Cobra {Najd)^\^ not very common. The sanda, 
bhamani^ and monitor {gosdp) are all •found in the District, but 
principally ii\the northern jungles. The Python molurus is not un- 
common in the jungles near the town, and Dr Taylor mentions one 
measuring tw^enty feet. The Typhlops is usually found in alluvial 
soil, and is sometimes mistaken for an earth-worm. Among other 
species are comprised tree and water snakes, of which the latter 
are said to be very venomous. Th^ frog, toad, and tree-frog are 
common. Among articulata the principal Are the scorpion and 
centipede, but many other sorts are found, t^o numerous to men- 
tion. , 

Population. — Repeated attempts have be^n,made at an enume- 
ration of the population. In 1801, the popfllatjon of Dacca Jaldlpur, 
which besides the present District compilised also the greater part 
of the neighbouring DisWicts of Farfdpur and Bikarganj, was com- 
puted at 938,712 souls. In 1824, after the separation of Farfdpur 
and Bdkarganj, the Superintendent of Bolice estimated the popula- 
tion of Dacca at 512,385 ; and in 1851 it was officially returned at 
600,000. At the time of the Revenue Survey (between 1857 and 
1861) a further attempt at enumeration was made, when the numlJer 
of houses was ascertained to be 209,889, and the population 
estimated at 904,615. The average number of inmates per house 
was reckoned at from four to five for different jiartl of the District, 
the latter being the figSre generally taken, ^or the city of Dacca, 
however, the average number of inmates per house was only put dcfwn 
at three. This figure was much too lovij ag thqre are ugdoubtedt^ 
a greater number of inmates in theilarge town-houses of I?acca than 
in the small huts of the rural tracts. The statistics of the* Lower 
Provinces of Bengal for i868>^9,^issued by the Board of Revenue, 
estimated the number of houses in t^e District jft 215,1915, and the 
total population at 1,0 #9, 928, 

A more exact Cent^^s was taken by authority of Government^ 
in the beginning of 1^72, when all ftie previous estimates were 
found to be greatly exceeded. With regar^ to the selection and 
appointment of the enumerators employed in taking Census, 
the Collector of the District reports as follows : — “ As far as 
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possible schoolmasters were employed, but as ^ rule theworl^was 
done by the zdmif^ddrf *^widshtds,*^ and I Jiave much pleasure in 
recording thaft in no single instance h^d I to put the law in force 
and compel the appointment of enumerators. No indigenous agency 
survives in any form in^this District, except in the villages to which 
the Chaukiddfi (Rural Police) Act has been extended, and that cannot 
be called an institution whibh has survived. With the exception of 
villages where schoolmasters were employed, I may ^tate broadly 
that the work was done by the landholders, their agents or servants. 
Necessarily the agency differed. Where a village liblonged to a 
single zdminddr, his gumdshtd was, as a rule, the man employed ; 
when the village was under several tdlukddrs^ one of them or his 
agent was employed. In some cases, again, the village mdtabbar^ 
or a son or hanger-on \Df his, did the work. In no case, to the best 
of my recollection, wf.s a chaukiddr appointed, nor are the chauMddrs 
sufficiently educated for such a duty. T^he landholders’ agents are, 
as a rule, men whoha^^e received a fair Bengali education, can read 
and write, keep Bengali accounts, and survey in the Bengali fashion. 
They are generally Kdydsths. They receive a .small salary from 
their master and get tahuri on rents collected.” The total number 
of enumerators- employed was 3088, including 8 t persons specially 
entertained and paid by mtinicipalities for the enumeration of the 
town population. 

There seems little reason to doubt the correctness of the Census. 
Oh this subject the Magistrate reports as follows: — “The house 
Census was taken all over the District on the morning of the 1 6th 
January (1872), and with wonderful correctness. The books were in 
many cases dela3^ed, l^ut in no case that has come^under my notice was 
the Census not taken at the proper time. I-rfave ridden over a great 
dell of the district since then, and questioned people everywhere in 
tWb thdndst of Ldlb-iglv Sabhdr, Mdnikganj, Nawdbganj, Jafarganj, 
^nd part*of Harirampur, and I frnd that the people universally say 
they were numbered correctly and simultaneously. I have also 
made inquiries from mukh^drs and otWrs about their native villages, 
and they hai^e assured me to^the same effect. I was of opinion, 
when the order ^came out, that The Census^ Returns, to quote the 
words of the Orissa Commissioner, would ‘ pbt be worth the paper 
they were written on,' and i^Cpeatedly expressed this opinion to my 
superiors ; but I have entirely changed my opinion, and, after a very 
considerable amount of local inquiries, can fairly say that I believe 
the Returns to be almost, if not entirely, correct.” 
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Thus the results of tSie Census disclose a total^population in Dacca 
District of 1,852,993 souis, inhabitipg 290,50'! houses. The table 
given on p. 33^ illustrates the distribution of tl:j^^ population in each 
police circle {i/uUid^ and subdivision, ancl its pressure per square mile, 
&c. The subdivisional figures will be reproduced on a subsequent 
.page, when I come to ti^jat of the political andy^ administrative dm- 
sions of the District ; the foregoing table exhibit.^ them as a whole. 

It will be seen that the total area given by the Census officers 
does not agree with that returned by the Surveyor-General, which 
amounts to 2902 square miles. The Collector states that the 
jurisdiction of the District, in the revenue, magisterial, and civil 
departments, is the same ; the slight discrepancy of five miles between 
the Census area (2897)'and the Surveyor-General’s scarcely requires 
explanation. . * 

The total number of males is 905,775, and of females 947,218, 
the proportion of males to the total population being 48-9 per cent, 
an(f the density of the population throughout the District 640 per 
square mile. Classified g.ccording to age, the Census returns of the 
population are as follbw :-i-Hindus, under twelve years of age, males 
133^42, females 114,219; above twelve years of age, males 248,643, 
females 297,985 ; total Hindus, 793,789. Muhammadans, under 
twelve years, males 220,710^ females 187,280; above twelve years, 
males 298,378, females 343,763 ; total Muhammadans, 1,050,131, 
Buddhists, under twelve years, males ;;/7, females nil ; above twelve 
yciirs of age, males 3, females i ; total, 4. Christians, under twelve 
years of age, males 1612, females 1491 ; above twelve years of age, 
males 2154, females 2587; total Christians, 7844. “Others,” under 
twelve years of^ge, males 169, females 158; above twelve years, 
males 264, females 6^4.; total of “others,” The small pro- 

portion of girls to boys, and the excessive proportion of females 
a^jpve twelve years of age to males of the same class, especially 
observabki' in the Muhammadan community, is probably due to the 
fact that natives consider girls have attained womanhood at a much 
earlier age than boys reach manhood. ^The proportion of males to 
females in the total .population of UU ages is probably correct, viz., 
48*9 per cent.. Tl^ number ofiusanes in th^ District is returned at 
805, or *0434 per cent, of the total population ; idiots are returned 
tit 214, dr ‘0115 percent. oft,the total population ; deaf and dumb at 
763, or *0412 per oent. of the total population; blind at 1685, or 
•0909 per*cent. of the ttjtat population, and lepers at 852 or *0460 
per cent, of the total populatibn. It is curious that in all the fore- 
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going classes of infirmities, the number of fiiales afflicted is every- 
where more than doalj|le that of the femaffes.^ 

Population acc^rding^to Occupation. — The following para- 
graphs showing the occupations •of the people %re condensed from 
the tabular statements appended to the Census Report of 1872. 
Hie figures must ba taken as a rough approximation only, and tha 
classific^Otion is in many i^tspects unavoidably imperfect. I reproduce 
them, however, as the first organised effort of the kind. 

Occupations of Males. — Class I. — Persons employed under 
Governmentf or Municipal or other local authorities : — Military 
officers, 150; Government Police, 178; Rural Police, 3422; 
Covenanted Government servants, 2 ; subordinate judicial offic;ers, 
2; subordinate executive officers, i; Public "tVorks officials, 25; Post- 
office, 46; telegraph officers, x ; medical officers, 4; clerks, 17; 
Municipal officers, i ; others, 10; total of Cla^ I., 3859. 

Class II. — Professionaf persons, including professors of religion, 
education, literature, law, medicine, and the fiije arts, &:c. : — Ministers 
and Missionaries, 4; Hindu priests ox ^urohits^ 7110; spiritual 
guides, 848; astrologers {dc/idrjyas), 271; Muhammadan priests 
(jnuPds)^ 141 ; superintendents of IMusalmdn religious endowihents 
{ 7 natwdris\ ii ; pilgrim guides {/>a;idds\ 130 j reciters of the Sacred 
Law {kaf/taks)f 2 ; khwidkdrsy 55 ; professors of education, i ; 
schoolmasters, 922 ; Muhammadan clerks and interpreters, i j 
Muhammadan law-doctors { 7 fumlvts), 4; authors, 12; newspaper 
editors, 4; barristers, 3; pleaders, 107; law-agents (^tiukhidi's)^ ; 
revenue agents, i ; stamp vendors, 37; doctors, 139; Hindu medical 
practitioners {kahirdjs\ 1772 ; va(icinalors, 12 ; cow*doctors 
(yobaidyas)^ i; men-midwives, 174; musicians^ 334® ; singers, 340; 
dancers, 11, actors, o; iugglers, 12; painter?, 181; snake-charmers, 
78 ; surveyors {dnihis), 54 ; dlvTi engineers, i ; total of Class * 11 ., 
15,884. 

Class III. — Persons in service, fpr engaged in performing personal 
offices : — Personal servants, 5348; cooks, 119; assistant cooks 
{masdlchis), 91 ; barbers, 488^^ washermej) (dhobds), 2719 ; sweepers 
(tnihtars), 337 ; water-carriers (fV/lv//?), 48 ; gardeners,* 390 ; Hindu 
birth and marriage regttrars {y;haftii<s\*xiy, doo*rkeepers, 524; un- 
specified, 27,321 ; toUil of Class HI., 4^,839. 

Class IV. — Persons.engaged in agrtculture, or with animals: — 
Superior landlords 1970 j subordinafe landlords (taltik- 

ddrs), 9333 ; large lease-holders {ijdrddars)^^^ ^ holders^of rent-free 
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{Idkhiraf) lands, 57 ; "permanent lease-holder* [patniddrs), ^7; 
cultivators, 2 80, 698 ;*small proprietors^// 1; land stewards, 
41; rent collcfctors, 2566; village accpuntanre {pativdris\ 266; 
holders of land on at tenure of military service {pdiks), 56 j zaminddri 
servants, 394 ; financial pianagers {(iiwdns)^ 30 \ village head-men, 
^6 ; daffdddrSy 8 ; deputies 6 ; cattle dealirs, 1 1 r ; dealers in 

buffaloes, i ; -dealers in j) 5 ultry, 4 ; cowlierds » 936 ; jockeys, i ; 
elephant drivers, 7; grooms, 64; grasscuttcrs, 24 ; hunters, 15 ; total 
of Class ITT., 296,819. 

Class V. — Persons engaged in commerce and trade, Is in the con- 
veyance of persons and goods, or keeping or lending money or sale 
of^ods': — Carters, 5 ; ^ullock drivers, 10; palankin bearers, 1514; 
Md/dsls, 27 ; cart owners, 44; sarddrs^ 24; shipmasters, 4; seamen, 
Ti; boatmen, 22,970; farmers of ferries, 14; divers, 13; boat 
owners, 807; lascars^ 50; keepers of grain stores (dratddrs), 157; 
weigvhmen, 44; bankers and merchants {ma/idja;is), 1634; pawn- 
l)rokers {podddrs), 20 f money changers, 12; casliiers, i; money 
lenders, 6951 ; merchqnts*' 1632 ; commission agents 2116; 

petty dealers (l)ipdns\ ^^ 7 1 ' cotton dealers, 64; shopkeepers, 20,109 ; 
dealers in miscellaneous goods, 85 ; broko’'s {ddldls)^ 360 ; writers 
{kardms)^ 32; shopmen, 5 ; messengers {piydddP), 764; vernacular 
VvTiters and clerks {ttiufuirrks)^ f^ 99 j business managers, i; total 
of Class V,, 61,066. 

Class VI. — Persons employed in mechanical arts, manufactures, 
anfi engineering operations, and in the sale of goods manufactured 
or prepared for consumption: — (1) Manufacturers — Tndigo manu- 
facturers, II ; tar manufacturers, 4 ; jute manufacturers, 2. (2) Con- 
structive art — Contractors, 1 ; brick-masons {i‘djmisin$\ 1458; stone- 
masons, 17; brickmak^ers, 28; lime-burn 200; sawders, 273; 
car] 3 enters, 2529; thatcher«, 981 ; Wick dealers, 13; well-diggers, 
20V» ; boat<builders,fi42a «(3) Miscellaneous artisans — Blacksmiths, 
2507 ; briziers, i ; workers in beli-metal and copper (kdnsdns), 489; 
wire-drawers,, 3 ; goldsmiths, 3260; gold washers, 5 ; watchmakers, 
15; potters, 3788; glass V6yi dors, 1^25 ^cabinetmakers, 1753; makers 
of idols, 143 mat-makers, 636 fan-makers, 2 ; basket-makers, 214 ; 
reed-workers, i!^9; toymakers,*3; breadmakers, <57 ; /?/?/7/W/-makers, 33; 
makers of garlands, 38 ; shell* carvers, 817; cane-workers, 81 ; workers 
in pith {sold)y 954 ; makers dT looms, 8 ; cotbon carders, 75 ; cotton 
spinners, 84; silk weavers, 2 ; cotton weavers, 17,876 ; jute weavers, 
24 ; hemp jyeavers, ^ ; dyers, ^52; tailors, 22^4; gold-lace makers, 
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6; ^shoemakers, 223 \ cloth vendors, 3305 ; ornament makers; 241 ; 
umbrella makers, 10.; gunny43ag makefs, ^ 1698 ; net-makers, 19; 
cloth printers, 5; tAread sellers, 48; embroiderers, ^13 10; x^rinters, 
23; bookbinders {dafiris\ 182*; booksellers, i|; paper makers, 97. 
(4) Dealers in vegetable food— Oil sellers, 2504; grain sellers, 4; 
rTce sellers, 207 ;ispice sellers, 90 ; grain buskers, 35; bakers, 6.; 
grain parchers, 56^; costermongers, 65® confectioners, 26; sellers of 
molasses {gitr), 373; sellers of honey, 44, (5) Dealers in animal 

food — Butchers, 124; fishermen, 23,340; milkmen, 6415; butter 
sellers, 3. *(6) Dealers in drinks — Brewers and distillers, 6 ; spirit 
sellers, 9J ; toddy sellers, 1822. (7) Dealers in stimulants — Tobacco 

sellers, J4; opium sellers, 2 ; gaz/jn sellers, 43; /d/z sellers, ^7^2. 
(8) Dealers in perfumes, drugs, medicines, &c. — Salt sellers, 17; 
firework sellers, 2 ; f/Ved sellers, 50. (9) Dealers in vegetable and 

animal substances — Firewood sellers, 1060^; bamboo sellers, i ; 
thatch sellers, 6 ; rope sellers, 2; hide dealers, 2301 ; total of Class 
VI., 91,162. 

Class VII. — Miscellaneous persons n#t classed otherwise: — Pen- 
sioners, 76; beggars and paupers, 548.f; labourers, 25,954; unem- 
idoycd, 7138; male .children, 356,494; total of Class* VII., 
395^146; grand total of males, 905^775- 

Employmen i' op Females. — The general caution which I have 
given with regard to the foregoing statistics of occupations of the 
people ap]3lies with special force to this Section. 

Class 1 . — A/7. 

Class 11 . — Professional females: — Priestesses, 371; female 
spiritual guides (^^,7//'//^-), 117; female astrologers, 4 ; school-mis- 
tresses, i; midwives (ddis), 114; Muhammadan female doctors 
{/hzkhzis), 6; Hindu female doctors (kahh%js)y 61; musicians, 13; 
singers, 4; dancers, 13; pamters, 32; iotal, 736. 

Class 111 . — Females in service, or perfprmipg personal offiots : — 
Ayahs, 1734; nurses, 2; femak cooks, 37; female barbers, 36; 
washerwomen, 187; female sweepers, 12; prq^titute^, 1738; toTal, 
3746. 

Class IV. — Females employed Tn agricultuKj and with animals: — 
Female landlords (zcmiiinddrs), 2^8; fem^e permanant lease-holders, 
{/>afniddrs), 3 ; female proprietors of rent-free lands (/d/Uiirdjddrs), 
80; female dependent landlords 1299; female cultfva- 

tors, 5059; dealers in goals, 2; female cow held s, 21 ; total, 6742.- 

Class V. — Fem^Iles engaged in conimei¥:e and ^mde : — Boat- 
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owners, 5 ; money lenders, 638; retail dealers, 149; shopkeepers, 1304 j 
commission agents, 74; petty dealers 1^.38; total, 2498. 

Class VL—Females employed in m^ymfactiires, and in the sale 
of goods manufactayed or prepared for consumption : — Dealers in 
pottery, 133; dealers in lime, 2; cane-workers, 10; basket-makers, 
58 ; mat-makers, 54 ; broom sellers, i ; garlandf, sellers, 24 ; toy- 
makers, 3 ; spinners, 4979 ; 'v/eavers, 507 ; dyers, '*5 ; female tailors, 
231 ; gunny-bag makers, 18; net-makers, 52 ; ornament sellers, 14; 
shoemakers, 7 ; thread sellers, 3 ; cloth vendors, 65 ; rice dealers, 
273; costermongers, 28 ^ dealers in oil, 44; flour sellers, 5; grain 
parchers, 122 j grain buskers, 2920; fishwomen, 1047; J^^ik sellers, 
613^ spirit sellers, 2; pdn sellers, 21 ; ga 7 ijd sellers, 6; sellers of 
tooth-powder, 3; dealers in firewood, 221; hide dealers, 104; 
total, I r, 555- 

Class VII. — Miscellaneous females, not classed otherwise : — 
Female house owners, 4 ; pensioners, 3 ; beggars and paupers, 
3322; labourers, 1078 ; unemployed, 614,386; female children, 

' 303,148; total, 921,941 ; grand total of females, 947,218. 

Ethnical Division of the People. — The Muhammadans form 
the m'ajority of the population of Dacca District. They number 
1)050,131, or 567 per cent, of the total population; the Hindus 
amount to 793,789, or 42-9.. per cent. The Buddhists are only 
returned at 4 throughout the whole District. The remaining -4 per 
cent, is made up of Christians, who are returned at 7844, and of 
persons belonging to other religions, who are returned at 1225. 

The District Census compilation thus classifies the different nation- 
alities, races, castes, &c., with^the respective numbers of each : — 

Name of Race or (5a^<!Te, Name of Race or Caste. 


I. — ^Non-Asiatics. » 


American. 


iEuroJ>L'an. «. « 


West Indian, . . . . 

I 

English, . ' . 

93 

IcOlhers, 

1 

Irish, . . 

13 

Total, 

2 

Scotch, 

13 

1 


Welsh, . . . . ^ . 


* Total of Non-Asiatics, 

I 9 S 

French, . . . •* . 

37 



Greek, . . . . 

14 

‘ II.-t*MiXED Races. 


Italian, 

3 

Eurasian, . ^ . 

5,627 

Pole, . . ' . 

^ I 

Ifl. — Asiatics. 


Portuguese, . . . 

17 

A. — Other than Natives of India and 


TcKal, . 103 "Burmah. 


Armenians, 


Z2I 
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Name of Race or Caste. 

B. — Natives of India ^nd British 


Burmah. 

• 

I . — A boriginal Tiibcs. 

• 

Bhar, 

55 

Blfumij, 

11 

Garo, ... .• 

13 

Nat, ... 


Santdl, . . 

I 

Tipperah, 

38 

Uraon, 

2 

Total, 

964 

2 . — Scmi-IIinduised A horii^\ 

hies. 



1,505 

Bah did, .... 

I 

Eauri, 

• 14 

Bcdiyd, .... 

9 

Bind, . . . 

153 

Buna, ..... 

840 

Chain, 

I 

Chamar and Mucin' 

24,^63 

Chandal, .... 

191,162 

Dom, 

641 

Dosadh, .... 

49 

II an', 

1,954 

Kaora, 

284 

Koch, 

10,928 

Rdjl:)ansi', .... 

4 , 3 f >3 

Mdl, . . . - . 

4.663 

Mandai, .... 

309 

Militar, 

2,316 

Bhuimali, - . • • 

7,267 

Pan • ^2 

Pasf, . * . 

19 

Shikan, . . . •. 

27 

Total, 

250,620 


3. — Hindus. 

(i.)— S uperior Castes. 
Brahman, . . . 5i/)32' 

Rajput, . . p . 

Gh'atwdl, . . . * . 

• 

Total, . 53,308 


Name of Race or Caste. 


(ii.) — I ntermediate Castes. 


Kaya,sth, 

. 102,084 

Baidya, .... 

. 8,420 

7 'olal, , 

iio,5o.f 

(iii.)--TRADiNc; Castes. 

Kshattriya, . . . , 

621 

Barnawdr, . . . , 

64 

Ban id, , . . . . 

431 

Gandhabanik, 

^634 

Subarnabanik, 

4,696 

Total, . 

12,446 

(iv.)— Pastoral Castes. , 

Godid, .... 

22,788 

(v.)— C astes enoaokd in preparing 
Cooked Food. 

Kundit, 

80s 

Gdnrdr, 

806 

lldlwdi, 

I.S 9 I 

Madak, ... 

S 2 I 

Total, . 

3 f 723 


•(vi.) — A gricultural Castes. 


Kaibartta^ • , * . 

32.317 

Sadgop, .... 

1,08s 

Agui», 

"313 

Chas^ D^iopd, * . 

^,409 

Dalul, . * , . . 

74 » 

Kheyatilam, . •. 

^99 

Pardsar Das, * . . • . 

« 7 S 

^Baruif 

iS.931 

.Tamil, . • . * . 

200 

Mali, *. . 

2,757 

Koftn, . . 

838 

Kiirmi'y . . • • • 

908 

Total, . 

57,873 
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Namk of Race or CAste. 


(vii.) — C astes e^jgaged chiefly in 


Personal Se^^vice. 
Dhoba, .... 

9.615 

Hajjdm and Ndpit, . . # 

18,208 

Behara, .... 

1,226 

Kdhar, .. .. 

•^.436 

Total, . 

30.485 

(viii.) — Artisan Castes. 

K^m^r (blacksmith), 

' 12,072 

Kan^arf (brazier). 

464 

Sonar (goldsmith), 

292 

Sutradhar (carpenter), , 

ts.907 

Kumar (potter). 

14.835 

Laheri (lac-worker), . ^ . 

2 

Kacbj^ru (glass-maker). 

305 

SAnkhari (shell-cutter), <. 

853 

Suri (distiller), . . , 

"63,511 

Tell (oilman), 

« 3 .i 55 

Kalu (ditto), 

556 

Total, . 

121,952 

(ix.)— W eaver Castes. 

Tdnti, 

8,906 

Hai^sf, .... 

65 

Khatb^, .... 

130 

Jogi 

16,410 

KapiU 

17.017 

Total, 

42.528 

< ( X. )-— Labou ring C a st,es. 

Beldar, . 

172 

Cliundrf, ' . . ; . 

605 

Matikl, . . • . 

t 79 

Patial, . . . . . 

1,241* 

Total, . 

‘ 2,097 


(jti.)— C astes occupied in Selliitg 
Fish and Vegetables. 

l^one. 


Name of Race or Caste. , 


(xii.)— BoATiNi: and Fishing Castes. 

Jalig, . 

. 32,269 

Jhal, . . 

938 

Palni, . 

• 4 . 6^5 

Pod, . 

lOI 

I^atur, . 

439 

Muriyari, 

21 

Bathua, 

141 

Tior, 

. . 7,98s 

Mala, . 

. . . 5,567 

Manjhi, 

870 


Total, . 53,029 

(xiii.)— D ancer, 

Musician, Beggar, 

AND Vagabond Castes. 

Baiti, 

•• • • 779 

Kan, 

. . . 83 

Nagarclu, 

24 


Total, . 886 


(xiv.)— P ersons enumerated by 
Nationality only. 


Ilindustdni, . . . . 

1 89 

Panjabi, . . . . 

60 

Assamese, * . . . 

I 

Total, . 

250 

' (xiT.)- Persons of unknown or 

unspecified Castes, , 

, 19,568 


Grand Total of Hindus, 531,437 


i;.’ —Pa'sons of Hindu origin not 
recognising Caste. 


Vaishnav, . . . 

. 11,886 

Mahant, » . . . 

104 

Native Christians, 

1,901 

Total, 

. 13,89* 
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.Name of Race or Caste. 


5 . — Mu ha m niada ns. 


Julaha or Jola, 

10,464* 

Mughul, 

17 

Pjftban, 

UI34 

Sayyid, . . • 

•• 445 

Shaikh, 

• 13,247 

Unspecified, . • . 

1,024,824 

T'otal, 

1,050,131 


Name of K/vCe or Caste. 

6. — Bnrfiiesc. 

Magbs, 

Total Na j ives of India, 1,847,050^ 
« 

Total OF Asiatics, . 1,847,171 

Grand Total, . . 1,852,993 


The foregoing table agrees in totals with that originally giver; in 
the Census Report, but differs slightly from it in minor details of 
classification. Thus, some native Christians were erroneously in- 
cluded among non -Asiatics in the Census Report. The totals of 
Eurasians and Armenians were also slightly incorrect, but the general 
total of Christians is returned at the same future, 7844, both in the 
general Census Report and the District Ceijsus Compilation sub- 
sequently prepared. Throughout this District Account, I have 
taken the figures as givea in the later Compilation. * 

Hill Tribes and Semi-Aboriginal Low Castes. — The following 
is a brief account of the hill tribes ai^ semi-aboriginal low castes 
found in Dacca District. Their numbers as given in the foregoing 
table are : Aborigines, 964; Semi-Hinduised Aborigines, 250,620. 

(i.) IManipurls. — Two classes of these people are met with^in 
the District. The Collector, in 1871, reported that the first class 
consisted of eleven political refugees, who had been removed 
from the frontier by order of Government to j-irevent their foment- 
ing disturbances and ipaking raids on Manipur. These people 
have a settlement at Tezgdon* a short* distance north of Dtftca 
city. They are all supported by Gov^rnijnen^; five of themf in 
1871, receiving pensions* varying ^rom 4s. to ;^9 per month, 

while the remainder received a subsistence .allowance *at the 
rate of sixpence a day for#*fien^ fourpqjice halfpenny for women, 
and threepence for children.* Sejne of them cultivate a little 
land, but the majority, being men of good faniTly, do nothing. 
The other division of Manipuris are voluntary settlers, and in 1871 
numbered about twenty-five souls. Tlfey came to the District about 
twenty-five years ago, owing to disturbanejss in their own country, and 
gain their subsistence* by agriculture ^and clotl^-w^eavin^ • They^ do 
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not amalgamate or intermarry with the people of the District, but 
get their wives from" their 'own country. Some of them are well-to- 
do, and they have all settled down into peaceful occupations. Both . 
classes of Manipur#) are Hindus, and are subdivided into Brihmans, 
Kshattriyas, and Siidras, in the same manner as Hindus of other 
f)arts of India. No separate mention of these Dacca Manipuris^is 
made in the Census Statistics. ‘ 

(2.) Tipperaiis. — About a hundred of these men were imported 
from the semi-independent State of Hill Tipperah about five years 
ago by a wealthy landholder of Dacca, Rai Kdli Nardyan Rdi 
Chaudhrf, Bahitdur, of Jaidebpur, for the purpose of clearing his 
jungle estates in the Fiscal Division of Bhdvval. They cut down 
and sell the timber, and are allowed to cultivate the land rent free 
for a time, after which they move to new land. The number at 
present in the District, according to the Census Report of 1872, 
is 38. 

(3.) The Kochs are a considerable tribe who also live in the 
Bhdwdl jungles, and gair^ a subsistence by agriculture and charcoal- 
burning. In religion they are said to be nominally Hindus, 
but they have no caste system, and never amalgamate with the 
people of the District. The Collector states that they originally 
came to Dacca about five or six generations ago. But beyond a 
tradition of a king named Dugu, whose territory w^as in the Darang 
Hills, in Assam, and a tradition that they were forced to emigrate 
from their own country by famine, they are altogether ignorant of 
their history. The tribe is a numerous one, but its members are 
so scattered throughout thee jungle, that the Collector reports it 
impossible to state their numbers. The Census of 1872 returned 
them at 10,928. They iive together in fainlhes, and do not carry 
oh their agricultural opemtions in cc^ilmon, or upon the tribal 
* systom. ^ . 

^(4.) TliE Bansis or kAjBA?TSis cairic originally from Kuch 
Behar six 01; seven generations ago, but can give no reason for 
their immigration. The Collector stc.tes that this tribe is evidently 
a hill people, ‘but they have no^ lost* all remembrance of their own 
country, and ' cannot even state w^here it <>'was. The Collector 
has been unable to find any trace or records of their immigration, 
but they must have come t6 the District in considerable numbers. 
The Rdjbansis keep them^ielves aloof from the rest of the popu- 
lation, an4 never amalgamate with them, 'although admitted as 
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a cajte of the general Hindu community. They are permanent 
settlers, and follow the same occupations* as the Kochs, of which 
tribe, indeed, they are said fo be an offsTioot. The dipper classes 
of aboriginal Kochs, when they •embrace Hindiism, become Raj- 
bansfs. A full description of these people will be given in my 

^Jlatistical Account of Kuch Behar,^' the original home of the race. 
The number of RdjGansis fn Dacca, accofding to the Census Return, 
is 4363. 

(5.) The Bunas are hill men from the Santdl Districts, and live in 
clusters arouiTd the indigo factories. There is also a settlement of 
them in Bhdwil. They profess Hinduism, but are not recognised by 
the orthodox members of the Hindu community. They principajly 
employ themselves in cultivation, and as labourers on the indigo 
factories. Their number in 1872 was returned at 840. 

The foregoing five classes were originally hill^tribes, and, with the 
exception of the I'ippcrahs, who were imported, and the political 
prisoners among the Manipuris, all came of ^leir own accord, and 
are permanent settlers. There is now-no -voluntary immigration by 
aboriginal races into thie District, the la^t comers, the Tipperahs, 
having been imported for ^ specific purpose. • 

(6.) The Bediyas, a wandering, gypsy-like tribe, number about 
1000 in the District. The Census Re,port, according to its classi- 
fication, however, only returns nine individuals of this class in Dacca. 
The Bediyds make their appearance in great numbers at Mun- 
shiganj during the Kdrtik Bdruni festival, held in October. Thty 
are now said to be rapidly becoming Musalmans, in name at 
least. The present (1871) Collector of^the District states that when 
he first knew these people, a Bediyd, upon beings asked to what 
religion he belonged, generally hesitated as* to whether he was a 
Hindu or a Musalman, bu^kow they almost invariably profess thi^i- 
selves to be followers of the Prophet, although t]iey do n^ot abstain 
from the use of intoxicating liquors, l^hey generally livff in boats 
on the rivers. Although they have always had. the igeputaTion ol 
being expert thieves — and in 4 oed a heredijfiry robber caste — in other 
Districts, the Collector states th*at they are not a predartory tribe in 
Dacca. In support of^his view, he says that he cSifiot remember a 
single case of a Bediy?! being convicted of theft in Dacca, and that 
the number of thefts and petty robberieS about Munshfganj does not 
increase while they are there. As » rule,^th^ afe able to live com- 
fortably on their earniifgs, and although few wotild hesitate to commit 
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a petty theft, the Collector does not think them to be worse than 
their neighbours. «When they do -^ome into our Courts, which is 
not often, it ic generally oh account of .some dispute about a woman. 
The following acdnint of their occupation is extracted from page 7 
of the “History and Statistics of the Dacca Division:” — “ liie 
Bediyds are excellent divers, and in the cold season fish for fresh- 
water mussets, in the shcils of which they occasionally find small 
pearls. Of these they make ornaments for the nose and ears, and 
sell the shells, which are applied by the natives to a variety of domestic 
purposes. 'I'hey sell necklaces of tiger^s claws, beilds, and other 
trinkets; medicines and spices, and also manufacture the hands, or 
bamboo combs used by the weavers to separate the threads of their 
webs. 'I'hey practise cuj^ping — using the shar]) teeth of the kankild 
fish to puncture the skin, and the tip of a cow’s horn, with which 
they draw off the blood by suction. Tlie Bedi}'iis are expert hunters 
and fowlers, and snare or shoot birds for the sake of their feathers. 
'I'hey amuse the villagers with tricks of jugglery, bear and monkey 
dancing, and when all else fails, generally betake themselves to 
stealing. Like the gypsies in other countries, they arc partial to 
poufltry, and their boats are generally W'Cjl sup])lied with live stock. 
They eat all kinds of animal food, and are addicted to the use of 
I^anjd and sjiirituous liquori>. d'o this caste belong the bdgh-mdrids 
or tiger-killers, and llie hhindus, wlio search for grain in the burrows 
of rats.” 

rr Immigration of Fajropean Nations,— I’he Portljcjuese were the 
first European people who visited this part of India. In 1517 John 
de Silveyra arrived with four vessels from the Maldives, with the inten- 
tion of establishing a factory at Bengala (or Dacca ?). Failing in this, 
he was allowed to seltle at Chittagong, ^nd appears to have lived 
chiefly by piracy in the estuaries -of tlicJrieghncl, and by assisting the 
native princes in theii: wajTs with each other. A fuller account of 
the earli(!rr Portuguese, an‘d thei?; mode of livelihood, will be found 
in the “Statistical Account of Noiikhalf District.” In 1621 a body 
of Portuguese mercenaries accompaiwed Nawdb Ibrahim Khdn as 
gunners of Iris fleets when he was pursued by the Emperor Slidh Jalidn 
to Rdjmahal ) tiuu about 1663 a considerable iiumber of them deserted 
from the service of the Rdjd* of Ardkdn at the ^me he was attacked by 
Shaistd fchdn, and received from that generalla grant of land in Dacca, 
where they settled. The prefont Portuguese, or Firinghis, as they 
are termed, are thei descendants of these me^i who are said to have 
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been fettled at Firinghi Bdzdr, near Munshfganj. The Collector of the 
District, however, doubts whether this was^iot merely one of several 
settlements. At the present day they are settled in vijrious parts of 
the District, but chiefly in Rdipurd and Rupgaif, to the north of 
Dacca city. 1 'hey have churches at Ndgari, Bdndurd, and Hasan- 
abSd. From constant intermarriages with w(?men of the country they 
have now become similar tn appearance k) the natives (but as a rule 
have larger cjieek-bones and more marked features), and have en- 
tirely adopted native habits, l^he Firinghis, however, of tlie present 
day never iAcrmarry with any but Christians. There are two 
churclies at Nawdbganj ; one belonging to the original Goa Mission, 
and the other directly under the Church of Rome. The Collector 
is of opinion that it is chiefly due to this second mission that the 
Christian j^opukition of l.)acca has nof fallen so low as their brethren 
in Chittagong, th'C missionaries being men of very superior education 
to the (joa priests. The Vhole of the Christians to the north of 
Dacca, and about half of those in the southern part of the District, 
belong to the (joa Church, apd these men Jiave an advantage over 
the others, as they are employed as husbamlmen by their own priests. 
They are generally well-to^do cultivators, but they also supply a great 
many domestics to Calcutta, chiefly ayahs or nurses, and cooks. 
They have retained the Portuguese names to a greater extent than 
their Chittagong brethren, and such names as Domingo Costa (the 
prefix of Da to the surname being invariably omitted), Manuel de 
Cruz, or Lewis Gomez, are common. In ordinary language, hq^^^- 
ever, Domingo becomes “ Dengu,’^ and Manuel Munnoo.” In fact, 
the baptismal name is one only resume^ on great occasions, except 
by a few of the leading fiimilies, and even among tliem there is a 
tendency to corrupt their names. A Firinglii landholder (Jdlukddr) 
to the north of the town^’lfoj?b name js Harry Fraser, invariaJify' 
writes and pronounces it as “ Hari PraseiV' 

'The English appear* to havg settl< 3 d in r)acca alV)ut 1600. 
Tavernier alludes to the English Factory, and mentions thr naifffe 
of its chief in 1666, about wi|jgh time Indian muslins were first intro- 
duced into England. The foll6A\un^is condensed from Mr Taylor's 
“Topography of Dac<;a,” i84o:-^?n 167S the ^©••gpany’s agents 
presented Sultdn Mukammad Azim with an offering of upwards of 
j^2000, in exchange fjr which they received his order fbr a freft 
trade without payment of duties. In 1686 the -Factory was confis- 
cated by Shaisti Khan* and three years later t!^ yhole of tlif property 
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of the Company m Bengal was seized by order of the Emperor 
Aurangzeb, and th^ English in Dac;ca were placed in irons. TPrior 
to 1760, however, the number of Company’s servants attached to the 
Dacca Factory did^not exceed fiv^in number. In 1778 there were 
thirty-seven English residents in the District, and in 1838 forty-seven, 
^In 1867 the Magistrate reported the number of European, Elist 
Indian, and Armenian residents, official find non-official, at sixty- 
nine, but this must have been only for the city. In 1872 the number 
of Europeans and East Indians in the District was returned in the 
Census Report at 5820. 

The community are decreasing rapidly both in wealth 

and numbers. At one they formed a large and flourishing x)art 
of the population, but in 1871 Jbey were reduced to less than one 
hundred in number, of whom aix werd proprietors, two were 

merchants, four were shopkeepers, and the v^^^t followed various 
occupations. The Census of 1872 disclosed a Armenian popu- 
lation in the District of 121. The Armenian comm^^^^^^^ under- 
going a change at i)r^s^it, abandoning to a great/ their old. 

conservative manne/s, aijd adopting European jh^-bits and cus- 
toms* The Collector in 1871 stated that so far^' the change had 
not been for the better, but admitted that Its full y^s^lts have yet to 
be seen. 

GREEKS.“There are very few Greeks in although 

they once formed an important body. Accordin'^ to the Census of 
i?\72 the European Greeks number only fourt the District. 
They are now too few to keep up a church for themselves, and have 
closed it for some years. One family, thf'^ Paniotys, are .con- 
siderable landed proprietors, but their estates^ chiefly situated in 
Bikarganj District. Tfee Greeks, like tlie ^vrmenians, are declining 
in wealth and numbers. 

il^iiGRATioN. — There is ho emigration piupciijr 

so called. <!Many Hindus, liowever, resort Benares, Brinddban, or 
sofne offier sacred shrine, to die there ; some Musalmdns go on 
pilgrimages, but not in great numbers. / 

Castes.-— T he following is a list offtli^' principal castes in the Dis- 
trict, compiled ci^idy from Dr Taytoris f' Topography of Dacca,” the 
History and Statistics of the Dacca D/lvision,”«with a few alterations 
by the Collector, rendered accessary f^y recefit changes among the 
people. I have al^o added severaW ^^^tes given in the Census 
Report, bqt which ar§ ,ei^ot tnentioncf^ by the Collector, or in either 
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of the two works just quoted ; along with whatever information 
coulS be collected as to the of cupations/i manners, and customs of 
each caste ; and have arranged them as far as possib^ in the order 
in which they rank in local public estimation. Tfe numbers of each 
caste are taken from the Census Report of 1872. (i) Brahmans, 

the caste highest in the social scale ; the old^priesthood of the HincJu^ 
system, and now largely e«nployed as ministerial officers, clerks, &c., 
in our Courts. A separate descriJ)tion of Brilimanism in its different 
subdivisions will be given on a subsequent page. Number in 1872, 
according to«lhe Census Report, 51,632. (2) Baidya ; this caste 

ranks next to the Brdhmans. They are chiefly employed as physi- 
cians, ministerial officers, and landed proprietors, and may be con- 
sidered as the upper middle class of the District. They are saicf to 
have sprung from the SUdra caste, buf claim for themselves a higher 
descent. 'Fhe investiture of the sacred cord was purchased for this 
caste about a hundred years ago by Rdja Raj-llallabh of Rajnagar, 
Prime Minister, and afterwards Governor of Dacca under the MulAm- 
madan Government. The thread, howe^^i^ differs from the tru' 
Brdhmanical cord, in consisting of only t\^ instead of three strings 
The Census Report of j8j 2 glares the number of Baidyas in the«Dis 
Irict at 8420. (3) Kshattriyas ; this class is theoretically the second ii 
the Hindu social organisation, but it is doubted whether there are nov 
any pure Kshattriyas in Bengal, and at the present day, instead o 
forming a warrior class, they are returned in the Census as a trading 
caste. Their number in 1872 was returned at 621. (4) Rdjpv^. 

employed in military service, as police constables, messengers, door- 
keepers, &c. ; number in 1872, 1665. (5) GhatWcil, employed in 

the same manner as the foregoing ; eleven in number in 1872, 

(6) Kdyasthj this caste is considered to 4 )dlong to the Sddras. 
although its members claThi^a/* Wgher rank for themselves. Most«^l 
them are employed as pleaders, account Jnt^ writers and treasuj^rs, 
by the large landholders, Or in the government Courts. Timv num- 
bered 102,084 in 1872. 

Next to the Kdyasths comg^he pure castes of ’undou*bted Siidras, 
of which (7) the Tdntfs or wc»v?rs»are stated J)y the. Collector to 
liave formed at one ti^e the molt numerous cIimmu the District. 
This branch of indusUy has, however, oonsiderably declined of late 
years, and their numbers have consec^aently fallen off*. Tn i8yf 
they amounted to 8906. They are divided .into two classes, 
called Jhappaniyd and Chotbagiya, who* ndlbgi* eat together nor 
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intermarry. Thej^ alLreside in one street, which is named after the 
caste, nearly all thejr dwc;Jlings bein^ substantial masonry buildings. 
(8) The S^nkhiris, or shell -cutters, are an industrious and hard- 
working communil^^ said to be ex^ceedingly penurious, and are un- 
doubtedly a well-to-do class. In 1872 this caste numbered 853 in 
the District. (9) Kiln&dr; blacksmiths, and sometimes workers 
*in gold and silver ; number, 12,072. (rp) Kdnsdn ; braziers and 
coppersmiths. They are said to l>e very neat workmen, and excel 
in making small boxes and hookah stands ; their nufnber in 1872 
amounted to 464. (ir) Kiimdr ; potters. These people chielly 
carry on their business in the suburbs, where they make toys and 
earthenware articles; number, 14,835. (12) Sadgop Godld ; milk- 

man; numerous in the ‘town of Dacca. They purchase milk from 
the country people, and also keep cows in the villages. (13) 
Ahird Godla ; another caste of milkmen and cow-keepers, but few in 
number in this part ‘of the country. Those that reside in the town 
kee^p the dcswdli or up-country breed of cattle, and sell clarified 
butter {ghi). A few of' them also act in the capacity of cattle doctors, 

• in which their servicec are in great request. The Census Returns of 
187^ give the number of Godlds at^. 22,788. (14) Mdldkar ; gar- 

deners, makers of artificial fiower garlands, i^yrotechnists ; number, 
2757- (15) Ndpit ; barbers and surgeons; most of them come 

from Tipperah ; number, 10,208. (16) Bdrui, Tdmli or TdmbuH; 

growers and sellers of fan or betel leaf. These, although they 
originally formed one caste, are now distinct, although they both 
follow the same occupations, and rank equally high in social esteem ; 
number in 1872, Bdruis, 15,931 ; TdmbuHs, 200. The above list 
comprises the whole of the pure castes, and differs from that prevail- 
ing in other parts of In^ia, inasmuch as some castes, particularly the 
Lvers, are included in the esteemed plashes, whereas in other parts 
they are looked down upoh. On the other hand, castes which are 
helJto b^<pure elsftwhe’ie aVe excluded from the list in this District. 
•Thei^less respectable castes are as follow. They comprise a 
large proportion of the classes engaged in trade, and indeed con- 
stitute the majority of the Iiindi^popylation : — (17) Ganak; degraded 
Brdhmans ; fei^i^ ,humb«r in thej District. They are employed in 
making and decorating ido^s, and also as astrologers and fortune- 
tellers, and the Census Report does not mention them as a separate 
caste. Their numtjers are probably included 'with those of the pure 
Brahmans. (18) Brahmans. Thege are considered still 
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more degraded than the preceding class, from accepting the first 
gifts offered at a si'dddha or funeral ceremony. The gifts usually 
presented to them consist o^f grain, oil-seeds, clothes, , a small piece 
of gold or silver, and generally a* cow or calf ; bwt before they are 
entitled to them they have to partake of the boiled rice conse- 
crated to the corpse. This caste is few iS number in Dacca, and 
is not specified in the Cerrtiius Return; thuir numbers being probably 
included with those of the other" Brahmans. (19) Barnawdrs ; pro- 
bably an up-country trading caste; number in the District in 1872, 
according to tfte Census, 64. (20) Till, or Teli ; oil-sellers and oil- 

pressers by caste, but many of them have now abandoned their 
hereditary occupation, and have become wealthy grain merchants. 
Their number in Dacca, as returned by the Census of 1872, was 
13,155. (21) Sadgop; cultivators; a Tlifferent caste to the Sadgop 

godlds mentioned above ; 1085 in number. (22^ Gandhbanik; spice 
dealers and shopkeepers ; 'generally well-to-do ; 6634 in number. 
In other parts of Bengal this is reckoned as one of the pure Sficlra 
castes, but in Dacca it is returned as an iiiferi(y caste. (23) Sutradhar ; 
carpenters ; princijjally employed in felliwg trees, sawing timber, 
building boats, and making ploilghs ; number 15,907 in the Distfict. 
(24) Subarna Banik; this caste comprises nearly all the money-lenders 
in the city, and are also dealers in En|rlish goods, cloth, precious 
stones, &c. ; 4696 in number. (25) Sdo, or Shahd; mostly dealers in 
grain, sugar, betel-nut, salt, and country ju'oduce. Some of them 
are wealthy, and have large landed estates. Not entered as a sepa# 
rate caste in the Census Return. (26) Kapdli ; weavers of sack cloth, 
and y^akers of rope and bags ; many are also employed as bullock 
drivers; their number was returned at 17,017 ^n 1872. (27) 

Patidl ; makers of tlie fine sUalpdti mats used^or sleeping on ; 1241 
in number. (28) Patni ; f'errtHieh, who also Sake baskets, and'bu^^ 
and sell fish ; 4695 in number. (29) Kaibartt^; tlits caste is divijjjpd 
into two classes — the Clufshi Kail^rttas,*who are plougliitien and 
cultivators, and the Jdlwd Kaibarttas, or fishermen j their num>fer iff 
1872 amounted to 32,317. Madak, <^r Mayrd; confectioners; 

521 in number. (31) Hdlwdi ; ^ip-cftuntry confc4:tioners ; 1591 in 
number. (32) Gdnrdr > sellers ancf preparer^ of pavch^d rice, &c. ; 
806 in number. (33)*Kundu; preparers of cooked food; 805 in 
number. (34) Agun; ultivators ; a c»ste newly sprung up; 313 
in number. (35) Dalui ; cultivators and agricultural labourers ; 
741 in number. (36) Rurmf; an up-country l^•^e of servants 
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labourers; 508 in number. (37) Kheyatilam; an agricultural labouring 
caste; 599 in number. (^8) Parisai;Dis ; cultivators and labourers ; 
175 in number; (79) Chisi Dhopa ; a|jriculturists ; 2409 in number. 
(40) Sekerd ; gordsmiths and jewellers; 292 in number. (41) 
Vaishnav ; a Hindu religious sect rather than a caste. A full 
account of this class fvill be given on a subsequent page, ’^"he 
Census Return gives the number of Vaisfenavs in Dacca District at 
11,886. 

The following are the very low and despised castes (42) Dhoba; 
washermen, principally residing in the city; 9615 in ftuinber. (43) 
Dom ; fishers, corpse-bearers; they also keep pigs, and make baskets; 
641 in number. (44) Jogi; a numerous class, employed in weav- 
ing coarse country cloth. Unlike other Hindu castes, instead of 
burning they bury their dead; 16,410 in number. (45) Chandal ; 
employed as cultivators, grasscutters, gardeners, boatmen, and 
palanquin bearers ; a numerous class, especially in the north of the 
District ; their number in 1872 amounted to 191,162. (46) Garwdrd ; 
a caste said to be peculiar to Dacca. They live by spearing otters, 
turtles, porpoises, anil alligators, the first for the sake of its skin, and 
the* last three for the oil, which they sell for medicinal purposes ; 
these people are not entered in the Census Return. (47) Chdmdr ; 
a most despised caste, who prepare hides, make shoes, harness, 
drums, and also the gut strings for the bows used in cleaning cotton; 
they are also employed as musicians in marriage processions ; 
74,063 in number. (48) Bhuimdli ; some employed as gardeners, 
and many as town sweepers and scavengers ; 7267 in number. (49) 
Koch, and {^0) Rajbansf. These people have been already men- 
tioned on a previous page, and arc principally employed in clearing 
jungle, cultivating ricc, oil-seeds, cotton, &c. The Census Returns 
!^ive the number of the former at 10,928, ^and of the latter at 4363. 
(5.1) Kachdru; glass makers; 305 in number. (52) Koeri ; agricul- 
turists .; 1838 in dumber.** (53) Hansi weavers ; 65 in number. 
Y§4) <Suri ; wine sellers ; 63,5 1 1 in number. (55) Khatbd ; weavers ; 
130 in num\)er. (56) Bclddr ; day lti\)ourers ; 172 in number. (57) 
Chundri ; preparers of shell ^inteq 605 in number. (58) Matidl ; 
day labourer;^ ;^79 in nfimber.* ^59) Pod; fishermen; loi in num- 
ber. (60) Tior; fishermen and boatmen, 798?. (61) Jalid; fishermen 
* and bosCtmen ; 32,269 in number. (62) Jhdl ; fishermen and boat- 
men ; 938 in number. (63) Mdld, and (64) Mdnjhi; boatmen ; the 
former cumbering and the latter 870. (65) Patur ; fishermen 
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and Jboatmen; 439 in number. (66) Bd^tl ; mat makers; 779 in 
number. (67) Bdgcli; day laSoiirers, nshermen| cultivators, &:c. ; 
1505 in number. (68) Dutia ; palanquin bearers and fishermen ; 
1226 in number. (69) Muriydri ; fishermen; 21 in number. (70) 
Ldjieri, or Nun ; makers of lac ornaments and bracelets ; 2 in num- ^ 
ber. (71) Rawdni Kdhdr ;^an up-country caste of palanquin bearers; 
1436 in number. (72) Mdl ; i«nake-charmers ; 4663 in number. 
(73) Hdrf; swineherds and sweepers ; 1954 in number. (74) Mih- 
tar; sweepers^ 2316 in number. (75) Shikdri ; hunters; 27 in 
number. (76) Bediyds ; a wandering gypsy-like tribe, chiefly living 
in boats, and already described on a previous page. The Census 
Return gives their number at 9. The following are all aborigirfal 
or semi-aboriginal low castes, who occupy themselves principally as 
labourers, but some of them have a small plot of ground which they 
cultivate for themselves ; — (77) Bathud; 141. ^8) Kdn;83. (79) 

Nagarchf; 24. (80) Bdhelid ; i. (8i)Bdurf; 14. (82) Bind ; 1^3. 
(83) Chain; i. (84) Dosadh ; 49. (85) Pds^; 19. (86) Pdn; 52. 

(87) Kdord; 284. (88) Manddi ; 309. (89)^tluiid ; 340. (90) Gdro ; 
13. (9i)Bhar;55, (92) Bhumy ; 11. (93) Nat ; 844. (94) SarUdl ; 

I ; and (95) Urdon, 2. 

The only Hindu caste which has declined from its former rank or 
numbers are the weaving classes. They^iave been impoverished by 
competition of the District produce with English piece goods. Most 
of them, however, now betake themselves to other occupations anc^ 
trade, and a large number of them have received a good English 
education. It is only the poorer members of the caste, who have 
adhered to the family calling, who hat-e seriously suffered. The 
Armenians and Greeks have also declined in niy'n 4 )crs*and importance 
of late years, and the Collector of the District considers their deca}:-* 
to be chiefly owing to the s])i*ead of En^iah education amqng the 
natives. Formerly the Grpeks and ArmCiniaRs, 4 )ut moro.particu- 
larly the latter, were the middlemSn in all dealings betwee^^ tli^ 
English and natives, but this has now entirely ceas’ed, arid when the 
necessity for such an occupatiJrf jpo Ipngei* existed, those who prac- 
tised it naturally declined in numbers,»rank, and importance. With 
the exception of the Bediyds (described op pages 43, 44*) there is no 
predatory clan or caste* in the District, ^and it is doubtful whether ' 
the term can be rightly applied to this people.. In the town of 
Dacca, however, there ^are about sixty kkhahs^ the children of a 
gang of professional Jessor thieves who» were all convicted. Thf?y 
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are chiefly employ^ed the Municipality, and are mentioned as 
being the descendants of a predatory class. 

Religious DiysioN of the Peoi^i.e. — According to the figures 
given by the Revenue Survey, the number of Hindus and Musalmdns 
is stated to be 455,i82«.and 449,223 respectively. No mention^was 
made as to the number of persons professing other religions, and 
with the exception of the Firinghis and native Christians, the only 
other religion represented in the District is Buddhism*. The Census 
of 1872 returned the following results of the religious classification 
of the people : — The Muhammadans number 1,050,131, or 567 per 
cent, of the total population; the Hindus are 793.789, or 42*9 per 
cent, of the total population ; the Christians, 7844, or *4 per cent, 
of the population. The number of Buddhists is only returned at 
4, and of “ others” at 1255. 

The Brahman s.*---Th ere are no Bri\hmans in the Dacca District 
w^io cultivate with their own hands. The Brdhmans, as a rul^, 
still retain their ancient hold on the popular mind ; and the strong 
sense of superiority over the masses, with the self-respect and 
pr\de produced by caste, prevents ^them from following either agri- 
culture or any other profession requfiing manual labour, which 
they consider degrading. They are generally able to mark out for 
themselves walks of life M hich they consider as respectable. The 
following is a very brief account of the Brdhmanieal rites connected 
^with Hindu marriages and funeral obsequies (srdddhas). They 
are generally performed by the. family priest, whose functions at a 
marriage are to accompany tlie friends of the bridegroom or the 
bride in their search for ’che one or the other; to examine the 
bridegroom^s Iiorofcope ; to fix an auspicious day for the cere- 
lony ; to officiate at the briddhi^ or preparatory ceremony per- 
formed by the /athc;T;-<)f the bridegroom and of the bride. To 
marry sf^ns and bestoV daughters in marriage are reckoned religious 
^Julies by the Hindus, and tlley consider it necessary to invoke 
the spirit of theif ancestors on the occasion. The other functions of 
the officiating priest are •to d^tat^ \6 the bride and bridegroom the 
oaths by wh^ch they bind themrelves as man and wife for ever ; to 
explain to them, the duties enjoined by tfie sdstras or sacred law, 
and to invoke and worship the gods whet are supposed to preside 
over marriages. ,Brihmans who are not thfe priests of the contract- 
ing families dine a^ the houses of the parties on the occasion of 
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the ceremony, and receive presents of less or greater value accord- 
ing to their rank or supposed superior learning. > 

But it is on the occasioy of funeral obsequijis {s-^dddhas) that 
the Brdhinans play the most impcwtant part. Four classes of Brdh- 
mans take part in this ceremony — namely, the family priest, a 
nufhber of ordinary Brihmans, some Paifdits or expounders ol 
Brdhmanical law, and Rcobhdt or begging Brdhmans, who are 
also genealogists and minstrels. * The last-named two classes of 
Brdhmans are only called to the srdddha of rich men ; but the family 
priest, and at^east twelve ordinary Brilimans, are required at every 
such ceremony. The family priest generally draws up the estimate 
of expenditure, and often purchases the necessary things himself. 
Sometimes, if the person performing the srdddha is a poor man, 
the priest supplies the requisite articles, such as cloth, brass 
plates, &c., from his own stock at low prices ; and as they all sub- 
sequently return to him, he makes a good profit by the obsequies. 
The principal duty of the priest is to dictate to the performer' of 
the srdddha the sacred formulas {manhas) he has to repeat, 

and in directing the presents of the rice,*clotTies, cows, &:c , which 
he has to make for the salvatiofi of his deceased relative. Ordinary 
Brdhmans are invited to dine, and are rewarded wdth small money 
presents in return for their company. It is the duty of one of the 
Pandits present to recite a chapter ^-om the Mahdbhirata, the 
others being simply invited for their learning, and rewarded according 
to their merits. The Reobhdts or mendicant Brdhmans are generally 
dismissed with small presents. 

Kulinism. — The following is a description of the introduction 
of Kiilinism into Bengal, slightly abbreviated from^an account fur- 
nished to me by a native gentleman who holds4h? post of Assistant to 
the Commissioner of the Division : — In the eleventh century, Adisufr* 
King of Bengal, finding the lirdhm^nfi.^r |iie‘ dountry-^rkabjg to 
officiate at certain ceremonies whiclj his wrfe wislfed to be informed, 
sent to the King of Kanauj in Oudh for some learned Brdhffiaii?; 
and the following five Brdhmaj;i| of different families w^ere despatched 
in accordance with his requestjk-^nSPmely, Dakslja, of .the Kasyap 
family ; Chhdndar, of tlje'Batsyafaftiify ; SriTiarsha, of fete Bharadwdj 
family ; Bed Garbha, of the Sdbarna family ; and Bhatta Ndrdyan, 
of the Sdndilya family. JSome accounts# state that these irfimigrant* 
Brdhmans first settled in Bikrampur near Dacca, and that their 
descendants emigrated* to other Districts*; wliil^ others a^ert that 
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they originally settled in Nadiyd, and emigrated thence to Bikram- 
pur and elsewhercf. Ik the twelfth century King Balldl ^en, a 
descendant .of Acpsur, found society in such a state of confusion 
that he set abour reforming it, and divided the Brdlmians, Baidyas, 
Kdyasths, and pure Sudras into different classes. It does not 
, appear that the Kshattrfyas and Vaisyas then existed in Bengal at 
all. The descendants of /he Kanauj Brihmans were first divided 
into two classes — Rarhi and Birehdra — so called from the locality 
in which they resided. The Rirhi Brdhmans, or those living in the 
country bounded on the north and east by the rivers iihigirathf and 
Ganges, numbered fifty-nine families, of whom twenty-two were made 
Kulins, and the remaining seventeen Srotriyas. The Birendras, who 
lived in the part bounded to the south and west by the Ganges and 
Mahdnandd, numbered seventeen families, of whom nine were made 
Kulins and eight Srotriyas. I'hese are the Dacca Brdhmans. 

Their nine Kulin families were (i) Maiira, (2) Bhi'm, (3) Rddra, (4) 
Sanjdmanl, (5) Lahurf, (6) Bhdduri, (7) Sddhu, (8) Bhadrd, and (9) 
Puktipuraka. The Srotriyas or non-Kulin families were the follow- 
ing : — (i) Karanjd, (2) Nandandbdsi, (3) Bhattasanish, (4) Ldhurf, 
(5) '.Cham pat f, (6) Athuthf, (7) Jhampatl, and (8) Kdmdebatd. The 
Vaidiks, or original Brdhmans of Bengal, either refused to accept the 
classification of Balldl Sen, or were thought unworthy of it, Kulinism, 
however, is not confined to Brdhmans. Three families of Baidyas, 
viz., Sen, Dds, and Gupta, belonging to the Dhannantari, Madhu- 
kulya, and Kdsyap septs respectively, were made into Kulins. 
Among the Kdyasths, the families of Basil, Guha, and Mitra were 
made Kulins; those of Datta,^ Das, Ndg and Ndhd, were made Mauliks 
or non-Kulins, v^ liile 64 other Kdyasth families belong „to the lowest 
order, and form the*cl<i^pised castes. The system of Kulinism thus 
"Extended through all classes of society^, but what is now' commonly 
knqwn ar Kulin isfn is yTaf^'^actised'^ainong the Brdhmans. 

About^^the end ‘bf the'twelft]i century Lakshman Sen, the last 
independent Hindu King of Bengal, held an inquiry {samikarn) into 
the social orders instituted by Balldl^en, for the purpose of making 
such changes as wpre found netessairy. Among the Rdrhi Brdhmans 
eight out of the twenty-two Kulm classes or families stood the test, 
and w'ere called Mukhya Kulins, or those stec.dfast in principle ; the 
remainirig fourteen were made Gauna Kuhns, or those who have 
deviated from the prescribed right path. The Mukhya or pure Kulin 
families «were the ip^lowing : — (i) MukharjT (Mukhopddhydya), (2) 



KULJNISM IN DACCA. DISTRICT, JS 

Bdnajyl (Banclopddhydya), (3) Gdnguli (Gangopddhydya), (4) Chdt- 
tarji (Chattopddhydya), (5) Kdjttal, (6) Ghoshdl, (^7) Patidanda, and 
(8) Kundigrdm. Difficulties* regarding marriagcfj soon sprung up, 
and the status of the Kulins was again remodelled by Debf Sinh, 
a distinguished ghatak (marriage registrar), and he further classified 
the Rdrhi Kulins into thirty-two mels or families. Those Kulins 
who had married their daughterg to Srotriyas or non-Kulins, were 
degraded and^alled Bansaj ; while those who married the daughters 
of these lapsed Bansaj Brdhmans were ranked a step higher, and 
called Bhanga (literally broken). A Kulin, however, may marry a 
girl belonging to the upper class of Srotriyas without incurring any 
loss of caste. By marrying into a family of lower class Srotriyas, 4Dr 
a Bansaj family, he loses a certain amount of respect, but still retains 
his Kulinism. His children, however, occupy a much lower rank ; 
the degree of social respect in which his dcscundants are held de- 
creases each generation, anS the children of the fourth or fifth gene- 
ration lose their Kulinism altogether, and beco^ne Bhanga or broken. 
Kulin bridegrooms are in much request by fhejDarents of marriage- 
able daughters, who give large dowers for the honour of such an 
alliance. Many Kulin Bri 5 ^mans make marriage an occupation, and 
go about the country seeking for a Bansaj or Bhanga father with a 
marriageable daughter, and who is willing to pay high for the honour 
of obtaining a Kulin bridegroom. A Kulin receives a sum of about 
^200 with his first wife; for the second and subsequent wives he 
gets less, the amount decreasing in proportion to the number of pre* 
vioiis marriages he has made. There is no limit to the number 
of wives a Kulin may have. The Depuly-Collector reported to me in 
1 87 1 that there was then in Bikrampur a may oi^ this class with 
upwards of a hundred wives, while his three^sons had fifty, thirty- 
five, and thirty respectively. « ''*"hose Kulr''= marriage a 
profession do not maintain their wivesf •but^leciy^e thcm*^d iTiicir 
children to be provided for by the^respective fiithers-in-law. Tli^y 
are, however, bound to provide dowers for their: female children. 
The sons are raised to the faflil:Ps.rmik, tlie daughters take that of 
the mother, and a portion is requifed to gef them eligibly married. 
Few Kulins, however, Ifave the means of endowing th5ir daughters, 
and the consequence is"tjiat a large proportion of the female phildren, 
of Kulins by Bansaj wi^^S remain unmarried. 

Vaishnavism, in its original shape, as inculcated by the reformer 
Chaitanya, makes but few converts in this part W the cou«tTv at the 
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present time. Loose women, driven out of the village society, or 
idle men not choosing *to adopt ^hy regular occupation, take the 
initiatory rite of Vaishnavism, and turn religious mendi- 

cants, begging from door to door, and living together in religious 
houses or monasteries, (jailed Akrds. There is another form, however, 

' in which Chaltanyaism makes a large number of converts. Men 
of a vehement religious *'enthusi(ism occasionally relinquish their 
regular occupations, and itinerate as preachers of the worship of 
Hari (the name for Krishna, or the One God as first preached by 
Chaitanya), by means of sa7ikijtian (the singing of Eymns). Such 
missionaries gather a number of followers around them, who look 
upon them as inspired beings, call them by the sacred name of 
Hari, and worship tliem. ^All these Haris preach faith as the' 
only efficacious remedy for diseases, and generally give dust or the 
leaves of any vegetable that may chance to be at hand to the people 
who flock to them, directing them to use -these things in the name 
of Hari as medicines., They prescribe bathing three times a day in 
the name of Hari specific for all maladies. Such preachers 
have sometimes immense numbers of followers, nearly all from the 
ignorant or lower classes of society, out ^hey never preach their own 
worship, nor do they themselves assume the name of Hari. They 
do not advocate any kind of idol-worship, nor in fact any other kind 
of religious observance, except singing hymns in the name of Hari 
or Krishna. Although they do many things in contravention to 
*the rules of caste, they avoid giving offence to the orthodox Hindus, 
and refrain from preaching against caste or idol-worship of any kind. 
At the present time, one of these preachers, who belongs to Rdjnagar 
in Bikrampur ^Fiscjal Division recently transferred to Bdkarganj 
District, is said to have not less than from fifty to sixty thousand 
followe rs, m any nj fronft-Tij)perah, Maimansinh, Pabnd, 

an(!rbtl?ei'uistrict.Sg He is^«a<5tSmpanied by large crowds wherever he 
gaes. An Akrd or Vaishnav refigious house is distinguishable from 
ordinary dwiellings by the following peculiarities : — It invariably con- 
tains a large courtyard, on the^ncirthfifii side of which the Thdkur- 
ghar is situated, ^nd ^'hich is |-r^d for the ceremony of singing 
hymns, and for holding religious feasts (tnaRoisab), The houses are 
« generally small thatched or masonry rooms/ arranged in groups on 
three sides of the yard, and kept scrupuiously neat; cleanliness 
being considered a part of the religion. In all Akrds is an elevated 
«p/>t planted with T'<l'sf trees, the emblem oV Vishnu ; and on this 



57 


VISHNUVJSM IN DACCA DISTRICT. 

is a ^temple inhabited by the governor and rAigious preceptor 
(Goswdmi) of the little comrfiimity. Tfiere are two classes of 
Vaishnavs. Merchants and •traders, and familic * belonging to the 
higher or respectable castes, form the first section. These all 
follow regular occupations, and live in ever}^ way like other Hindus, 
witTi whom they often connect themselves by marriage, the only * 
difference being that they* do noj join iif the worship of KiH and 
other idols. .The other class of Vaishnavs follow no calling, are 
excluded from the regular classes of Hindu society, live in com- 
munities in A%rdsy and subsist by begging. Of this class, the number 
of females is much greater than that of the males. In the higher 
classes of Hindus, where the joint-family syrtem obtains, a friendlass 
person in his old age can find shelter with his distant relatives. This 
is not so among the lower and poorer orders ; and as women are 
more helpless than men, they more frequently become Vaishnavs, and 
take to the alms-bag. Owing to this disparity in the number of the 
sexes, a large proportion of the women have tp remain single. The 
men often join the fraternity for the sake o§ egneubinage. A man 
liajjpens to fall in love with a widow or witli a woman of a different 
caste. As a consequence ^hey are both persecuted by society, and 
become Vaishnavs, when they can marry without molestation. The 
marriage ceremony is very simple ; the m^in and woman exchange gar- 
lands, make a small present in money to ihegoswdmt, or spiritual guide, 
and a feast to the neighbouring Vaishnavs according to their means. 
It is a strange statement, but it is universally alleged that marriedT 
Vaishnavs seldom have any children. On the death of a member of 
the fraternity, his body is thrown in the river, an earthern jug filled with 
sand being tied to the neck. If he leaves any inon-ey or has Vaishnav 
relatives living, a grand feast or viahotsab is given for his benefit in 
the other world. The Vaishr'^vs recognij(^.j 2 i;^/ljstmction of caste, 
but latterly it seems that caste is beginning to mal^e itselt'I^P^s-f^iose 
of a higher caste will not partake <ff xood cooked by one of a lov^r. 
At a religious feast, however, all classes sit in a row in arw open place, 
and partake together of the Mid cooked d)y the Brdhman religious 
preceptor. The goswdmi is not\{ily.the spjirituah guide' but also in 
a manner the governoi*of the community. When a nitember of the 
fraternity does anything forbidden in their , religion, he is fined by, 
the goswdmi^ and excommunicated if the mulct be refused. 

The Census Return |;ives the number qf CaSte-rejecting Vaishnavs 
in Dacca District at ii,886.- 
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The BrAiima^SamAj was established in Dacca in 1846,, and 
has steadily increased iii numbers and influence. Up to 1857 its 
meetingST were heli in houses rented for the purpose, and from that 
time to 1869, in the house of a ndtive gentleman, a Deputy-Magis- 
trate of the District and a leading member of the Samdj. In 1869 
ta large hall was built by public contributions from the Brdhmas 
of Eastern Bengal, and ' services^ are held in it every Sunday 
evening, and occasionally at other times ; three hundred members 
generally attending. There are about a huiiilred regular subscribers 
to the Samdj, who pay from six shillings to five pouneJs per annum, 
to meet current expenses, and a, thousand ordinary members, or 
syjnpathisers, comprising nearly all the ICnglish-speaking Hindus of 
Dacca. The members generally belong to the most respectable 
families, such as Brdhmans, Baidyas, Kdyasths, Szc. The Collector 
states that he has cqme across but one man of the cultivating class 
whp belonged to the sect, and he became an inmate of the Lunatic 
Asylum. The Brahma Samdj is essentially a town sect; and the 
Collector believes that ir.any students who are, if anything, Brdhmas 
when at College, become good Hindus when they return to their 
country homes. 

The Muhammadan Community are almost all Shaikhs; the 
Sayyids, Mughuls, and Patljdns being few in number. The latter 
were, however, at one time numerous in the District, and a few of 
their descendants are still to be met with at the village of Pathdn- 
l*alf near Dhdmrdi. For a considerable period Dacca was the capital 
of Bengal under the Muhammadan rule, and up to the time when 
the British assumed the administration of the country the District 
was governed b^' I^epulies on behalf of the Musalmdii King of 
Bengal. The last Dbputy or Nawdb of the old ruling family 
died in 1843, but j^hgjj^idmat or^^i^minal viceroyalty was taken 
out^ ffW^iands of tiie "i^tftli TVawdbs on the death of Nasrat 
Ji^g in 1822. During the Muhammadan supremacy, large numbers 
of the inhabitants of the District either willingly or through 
coercion were converteti to I^ldik.«» The Musalmdn religion 
is not nov^ an * actively jirgs^l^iising one in Dacca District, 
although it fvom time to time receives snYall additions from the 
JHindu and Vaishhav communities. Several or Muhammadan 
holy men live in the vicinity of the town. Fakirs or religious 
beggars are numerous in tjie city, and subsist on the bounty of the 
we^ilthy Mwsalmdn l;j^habitant,s. These sturdy vagabonds assemble 
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in great force during the festivals of the Muharram-and the Ramzdn. 
The following description of theicelebration^of the Muharram is taken 
from Taylor’s Topography^of Dacca,” and was written during the 
lifetime of the last Nawdb : — “The Muharram is celebrated with 
much pomp at tlie Husaini Dalan, an extensive building capable of 
coiTtaining a great concourse of people, ancf supported from funds , 
originally granted by the Nawdbs of Daoca, now disbursed through 
the Collector.^ During the ashiird, or ten days’ fast, its interior is 
decorated with artificial flowers, transparencies, and ostrich eggs ; 
the walls abofe the effigies of Hasan and Husain are draped with 
black cloth ; a fountain plays in the centre, and the_ whole is lighted 
up at night with a profusion of coloured lamps and candles. TJie 
funeral dirges and eulogiums are recited by a trained band of 
singers, who keep up the nocturnal vfgils througliout the fast. On 
the seventh day, the J>atija/t, or representation^ of an open hand, 
mounted on a pole adorntid with tinsel and flowers, is paraded 
through the streets with music ; and on the tenth or last day ot the 
fast, the tdzid or efflgies of the two martyrs ^re conveyed with great 
jiomp to a tank in the vicinity of the town,*w'here they are stripped 
of their ornaments and thrown 4 nto the water.” At the present flay, 
however, this festival Is soAnnised with much less pomp. 

The Mughuls of the District are the remains of the former domi- 
nant race, and are all Shiahs. They were formerly a rich and power- 
ful class, but are now generally poor, and gradually dwindling away. 
The Collector reports that their numbers in Dacca District do no<^ 
exceed five hundred. The Shiahs and Sum's arc now at peace with 
each other; but in 1869, at one of tht^r religious ceremonies, they 
very nearly came to an open fight. 

A new sect of Muhammadans, the FardiMs, arose about forty- 
four years ago, its founder btfing a nativ e of Faridpur District. 
It spread with extraordinary VhfoughouV Erfbtoc^»©j^gal, 

and the followers of this sect now^form a considerable pfoportion 
of the Muhammadan population of the town and pistrict of D^cca. 
lliey have the character of b^i^g stricter jp their morals than other 
Musalmdns, but are intolerant anchjj^igbted. The majority* of them are 
not actively fanatical, a»d as a rule tfiey are fairly welhoff, although 
not rich. Those who ere engaged in tr^de principally deal in rice, 
hides, and jute. For a fjjller account, se^ my “ Statistical Account of* 
Faridpur District,” and my “Indian Mussalman?.” Although the 
Muhammadans form the largest section of the^poiiulation, numbering 



6o STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF DACCA DISTRICT, 


againsir 793,789 Hindus, they are numerically weaker in 
the towns, and do n'ot evivice any tendency towards city life. Thus, in 
the six towns p-eturiied in the Census Report as having a population 
above five thousand, there were only 51,653. Miisalmdns to 57,329 
Hindus. In Ndrdinganj and Narishd, the Muhammadans exceeded 
ethe Hindus^ in* the cit^ of Dacca the numbers were nearly eqtial, 
the balance being slightly in favour of the 'Hindus. 

Native Christians. — A considerable population of native Chris- 
tians exists in Dacca, chiefly of the Roman Catholic persuasion. 
The two principal stations of this community are at< Bdndurd and 
Hasandbdd on the Hilsdmdri, and at Ndgari and some surrounding 
viljages on the banks 0/ the l.akhmia river. Formerly they were 
all under the control of the Archbishop of Goa, but owing to differ- 
ences between him and the Church of Rome, a separate Mission 
was sent out by the propaganda in 1834. This Mission has churches 
at Dacca and Bdnclurd, and the Collector reported in 1871 that 
it numbered about five thousand members. Of these, the greater 
number are either cult,ivators, or go into service as cooks and 
ayahs. On the who'le, they are well-to-do, and some spend con- 
siderable sums on their marriages. The Goa Roman Catholics are 
possessed of considerable property both a( Nagari and at Hasandb^d. 
The Collector has not been able to ascertain the exact number of 
the community, but estimates it to amount to about twelve thousand 
in round figures. 'J"he Census Returns, however, give a much smaller 
4 .otal. 7 "he total Christian population of the District was ascer- 
tained in 1872 to amount to 7844 souls ; inclusive of 193 
European Christians, 2 Americans or West Indians, 121 Armenians; 
total non-native, ChrLstians, 316. There are also 5627 Eurasians, 
principally descenddnti; of the early Portuguese settlers, but at the 
present day, from const ant intermarriages with the people of the 
couq^nftt^Uij.;** ai c** nar Jlj from the native i)opulation 

in appearance, language, 'or dr^s. Th6 number of pure native 
efiri^ians is returned at 1901, making a total Christian popu- 
lation, as above stated, o^ 7844 sou|f.. The Christians of the Goa 
Church are -on tl^e whole web-t^io, and rank as substantial hus- 
bandmen. A good mafiy of them also hold landed property. In 
connection with this Missiofti there was formerly a Church at Tezpur 
hear Dacca, besides the present edifice ‘jn Dacca town. The 
members attached to the Dacca Church number about a hundred 
and sixty, ^and are tjhiefly employed as cultivators, cooks, and arti- 
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ficer%; some of them have landed property. Thefe is also a Baptist 
Christian Mission, with stations at Dadfca anJ Dayapur on the 
Burigangd, and at Munshiganj on the south bank of the Dhales- 
wari, near its junction with the Meghnd. The total number of 
the community is returned at about a hundred. The Mission 
converts at Dayipur are stated to be nearly all cultivators ; those* 
at Munshiganj, fishermen •and weavers ; rtiose in the town of Dacca 
follow various occupations. Converts to Christianity come entirely 
from the rural population, while the Brdhma Samdj followers 
are chiefly residents of the town. The six towns given in the 
Census Report as containing a population above five thousand 
souls contain a total Christian population* of only 533. Of the^e, 
479 reside in Dacca City, and consist principally of the European 
and East Indian Government officials and residents. The Indo- 
Portuguese Christians have already been allucj^d to on a previous 
page. 

Town Population. — Before describing the towns and principal 
places in the District separately, it may he as well to exhibit the 
total town population. The Census Retuftis only give six towns in 
the whole District as containing a population of upwards oPfive 
thousand souls. These Sre Dacca, Ndrainganj, Mdnikganj, Shola- 
ghar, Hdsdra, and Nafishl They contain a total population of 
109,542, as exhibited in the following table, extracted from Mr C. 
F. Magrath’s District Census Compilation for Dacca : — 

Return of Towns containing more than Five Thousand 
Inhabitants in the District of Dacca. 


Names or 
Tow^s. 

55 s 

w (A 

1 < Total. 

u P 

Grqas % Gross 

Munfipal ! Municipal 
income, expenditure. 

Dacca, 

34 . 433134,275 

RS. A. 

4*79 69,212 5V214 0 

r. j ' A ■ p. 

•1 50,000 ^^611 7 

Manikganj, 

... 6,381 5,159 

•11,54a 

3,631 0 

3 000 0 


Nurdinganj, .. 

S, 3 oo| 5,694 

10,911 

493 0 

1, 4,000 0 

0 6 

Sholaghar, 

4,478; 2,047 

!• * 

Nii. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

H&s 4 r^ 

4, 807 900 

*7071 
. ^ 5*645 

^ Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Narishi, 

3 , 03 o| 3,578, 

ITil. 

Nil/ 

Nil. 


| 57 * 329151,653 

533 27 1 109,5421^8,338 0 

oj57,ooo 0 < 

ijAv. 0 10 6 1 


The Collector in i8;fi returned the following thirty-two towns aS 
containing an estimated population of 2000 souls 4ind upwards. The 
latitudes and longitudes have been furnished by tjie SurveyopGeneral. 
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(i.) Dacca, situated on the north bank of the Bungangd, in 23® 
43' 20" north latitf (ie, anci 90® 26' 16" east longitude. The estimated 
population of' the city in 1867, as given' by Mr Clay in the ‘‘ History 
and Statistics’ of the Dacca Division,” was 51,636. In 1872, it was 
ascertained by the Census to amount to 69,212. A further accmint 
• of the city, with fuller details as to population, will be given on a 
subsequent page. 

(2.) N^irdinganj, situated on the west bank of the 7 _.akhmid river, 
in latitude 23° 37' 5", and longitude 90” 32' 10". In 1838 the popu- 
lation of the town was estimated by Dr 1 aylor at <3252 ; in 1867 
it contained an estimated population of 9400 souls, inclusive of 
Madanganj, which is sitrated on the opposite side of the river, but 
which in reality forms a part of Nardinganj. Its population, as 
ascertained by the Census of 1872, amounted to 10,911 souls. This 
town will also be ag^in mentioned on a subsequent page. 

(3.) Mddikganj, situated in latitude 23° 52' 45", and longitude 
90° 4' 15", is an extensive town, containing a population in 1872, 
according to the Censua Returns, of 11,542 souls. 

(4.) Kdpdsid, situated in latitude 24° 6' 15", and longitude 90® 36' 
40'^^ 5 estimated population in 1871, 3856 |ouls. 

(5.) Naydn Bdzdr, situated in latitude^ 24® 16' 30", and longitude 
90° 40' 30"; estimated population in 1871, 2144 souls. 

(6.) Rdjdbdri Jai Ndrdyanpur, situated in latitude 24® 6' and 
longitude 90° 32' 23"; estimated population in 1871, 2120 souls. 

(7.) Kaldkapd, situated in latitude 23° 39' 23", and longitude 90® 
10' 45^; estimated population in 1871, 2051 souls. 

(8.) Gobindpur, situated in latitude 23" 39' 30", and longitude 
90° 10' 8''; estimated population in 1871, 2107 souls. 

(9.) Gdlimpur, situated in latitude 23® 38' 18", and longitude 90'’ 
14' 7"; estimated peculation in 1871, 2 819 souls. 

(lo ^it<*areu m latitude 23'' 38' 45", and longi- 

tude 90'^ '14' 8"j estimated"population in 1871, 4010 souls. 

Narishd, situated in latitude 23° 33' 30", and longitude 90® 
10' 37"; estimated populaHon in 1^87?, 4923; ascertained population 
in 1872, 5645 souls. * ” 

(12.) Jaipd/^, situated in latitude 23° 37' 6", and longitude 90*" 9' 
estimated population in 1871, 2857 souls. 

(13.) Mdthait, latitude an^ longitude not ascertained ; estimated 
population in 18717, 2949 souls. 
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' (14.) Kdolipira, situated in latitude 23*^ 27' 4o",fcnd longitude 90® 
15' 30"; estimated population isi 1871, 271^ souli^ 

(15.) Siddhiganj, situated ]fi latitude 23° 40' 15 , anddongitude 90*^ 
33' 30"; estimated population in 1871, 2311 souls. 

(16.) Hdsard, situated in latitude 23° 35' 13", and longitude 90'’ 
2 o'* 58"; estimated population in 1871, 2870^ ascertained population 
in 1872, 5707 souls. 

(17.) Sholaghar, situated in latitude 23'" 33' 20", and longitude 
90° 20' 10"; estimated population in 1871, 2863 souls; ascertained 
population in €872, 6525 souls. 

(18.) Rdm Krishnapur, situated in latitude 23” 43' 23", and longi- 
tude 89° 57' 55" ; estimated population in i?7i, 2100 souls. , 

(19.) Sutalari, situated in latitude 23° 41' 40", and longitude 90® 
o' 45"; estimated population in 1871, 5450 souls. 

(20.) Naydbari, situated in latitude 23° 39' 10'^ and longitude 90'’ 
3' 30"; estimated populatiorr in 1871, 3150 souls. • 

(21.) Soiicirang, situated in latitude 23^ 31' 50", and longitude 90'" 
29' 45'^; estimated population in 1871, 2oi:^s?)iils. 

(22.) Sdbhdr,. situated in latitude 23° 55^', and longitude 90'' 

17' 10"; estimated population ki 1871, 2350 souls. • * 

(23.) Dhdmrdi, situatedMii latitude 23"’ 54' 55", and longitude 90® 
h' SS"' } estimated population in 1871, ^136 souls. 

(24.) Simlia, situated in latitude 23^^ 49' 20", and longitude 89" 
55' 15"; estimated population in 1871, 2065 souls. 

(25.) Rdjnagar, recently transferred to Bakarganj, situated in lati-* 
tilde 23” 18' 15", and longitude 90” 22^43"; estimated population 
in 1871, 6365 souls. ^ 

(26.) Larikul, recently transferred to Bakarganj, ^situated in lati- 
tude 23^* 17' 55", and longitude 90° 23' 13" ; e«tifhated population in 
1871, 2228 souls. 

(27.) Siddhd, recently transferred ^o^Bakarganj, sMaVccbii^-ii^,tude 
23° 9' 52", and longitude 9V 29' estimated population *fh 1871. 
2335 souls. 

(28.) Chdrpaidtuli, latitude^yid longitujje not ascertained ; esti- 
mated population in 1871, 2050 s^ul^ 

(29.) Papeh Char, r^ently transferred to*. Bdkarganj, situated in 
latitude 23’’ 24' o", and longitude 90"* ii' 50" ; estimated population 
in 1871, 3050 souls. 

( 3 <^*) Binodpur, recently transferred to Bakargam, situated in lati- 
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(i.) Dacca, sitlated on the north bank of the Bun'gangil, in 23 
43' 20" north latitf fie, anh 90° 26' lo" east longitude. The estimated 
population oPthe city in 1867, as given<^by Mr Clay in the ‘‘ History 
and Statistics of the Dacca Division,** was 51,636. In 1872, it was 
ascertained by the Census to amount to 69,212. A further account 
• of the city, with fuller details as to population, will be given on a 
subsequent page. 

(2.) Ntirdinganj, situated on the west bank of the Lakhmid river, 
in latitude 23° 37' 5", and longitude 90° 32' 10". In 1838 the popu- 
lation of the town was estimated by Dr Taylor at ^252 ; in 1867 
it contained an estimated population of 9400 souls, inclusive of 
Madanganj, which is sitvated on the opposite side of the river, but 
which in reality forms a part of Nardinganj. Its population, as 
ascertained by the Census of 1872, amounted to 10,911 souls. This 
town will also be agnin mentioned on a subsequent page. 

[3.) Mdifikganj, situated in latitude 23"* 52' 45'', and longitude 
90° 4' 15", is an extensive town, containing a population in 1872, 
according to the Ccnsua Returns, of 11,542 souls. 

(4.) Kdpdsid, situated in latitude 24° 6' 15", and longitude 90® 36' 
40" 5 estimated population in 1871, 3856 gouls. 

(5.) Naydn Bdzdr, situated in latitude^ "2 4® 16' 30", and longitude 
90® 40' 30"; estimated population in 1871, 2144 souls. 

(6.) Rdjdbdri Jai Ndrdyanpur, situated in latitude 24® 6' o", and 
longitude 90° 32' 23"; estimated population in 1871, 2120 souls. 

(7.) Kaldkapd, situated in latitude 23” 39' 23", and longitude 90® 
10' 45"; estimated population in 1871, 2051 souls. 

(8.) Gobindpur, situated in latitude 23'' 39' 30", and longitude 
90® 10' 8"; estimated population in 1871, 2107 souls. 

(9.) Gdlimpur, situated in latitude 23® 38' 18", and longitude 90® 
14' 7"; estimated pcymlation in 1871, 2819 souls. 

(10 V^naiitighitd, ;5iti*cireli4n latitude 23® 38* 45", and longi- 

tude 90® 4' 8"j estimated* population in 1871, 4010 souls. 

Narishd, situated in latitude 23® 33' 30", and longitude 90® 
10^ 31" > estimated population in 1^871:, ^^.923; ascertained population 
in 1872, 564*5 souls. 

(12.) Jaipif^, situated^ in latitude 23® 37' a", and longitude 90° 9' 
estimated population in 1871, 2857 soulSt 

(13.) M^thait, latitude anti longitude not ascertained ; estimated 
population in i87f, 2949 souls. 
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' (14.) Kdolipdra, situated in latitude 2^ 27' 4o",|ind longitude 90® 
15' 30"; estimated population ijii87i,27][f3 soul 
(15.) Siddhiganj, situated yi latitude 23° 40' is"Jand*longitude 90*^ 
33' 30"; estimated population in 1871, 2311 souls. 

(16.) Hdsard, situated in latitude 23" 35' 13", and longitude 90° 
2 o'* 58"; estimated population in 1871, 2870^ ascertained population • 
in 1872, 5707 souls. • • 

(17.) Sholaghar, situated in latitude 23° 33' 20", and longitude 
90'’ 20' 10"; estimated population in 1871, 2863 souls; ascertained 
population int872, 6525 souls. 

(18.) Rim Krishnapur, situated in latitude 23° 43' 23", and longi- 
tude Sp'* 57' 55"; estimated population in i?7i, 2100 souls, ^ 
(19.) Sutalari, situated in latitude 23" 41' 40", and longitude 90'' 
o' 45"; estimated population in 1871, 5450 souls. 

(20.) Nayibiri, situated in latitude 23° 39' 10'^ and longitude 90'’ 
3' 30"; estimated populatiorf in 1871, 3150 souls. • 

(21.) Sondrang, situated in latitude 23'’ 31' 50", and longitude 90® 
29' 45'^; estimated population in 1871, 2oi^s?)uls. 

(22.) Sdbhdr, . situated in latitude 23*^ 5(5' 55^', and longitude 90'' 
17' 10"; estimated population m 1871, 2350 souls. * • 

(23.) Dhamrdi, situatecMfi latitude 23'’ 54' 55", and longitude 90® 
14' 55"; estimated population in 1871, ^136 souls. 

(24.) Simlid, situated in latitude 23" 49' 20", and longitude 89® 
55' 15"; estimated population in 1871, 2065 souls. 

(25.) Rdjnagar, recently transferred to Bdkarganj, situated in lati-« 

. tilde 23^^ t8' 15", and longitude 90'' 22' 43"; estimated population 
in 1871, 6365 souls. 

(26.) Larikul, recently transferred to Bdkarganj, ^situated in lati- 
tude 23° 17' 55", and longitude 90'^ 25' 15"; ettiffiated population in 
1871, 2228 souls. 

(27.) Siddhd, recently transferred «o*»,Bdkarganj, 1 , 1 

23° 9' 52"? and longitude 9V 29' o'^ estinrfkted population *fn 1871, 

• 2335 souls. 

t (28.) Chdrpaidtuli, latitude^yid longitujje not ascertained ; esti- 
I mated population in 1871, 2050 s^l^ 

(29.) Panch Char, r^ently transferred to* . Bdkarganj, situated in 
latitude 23'’ 24' 0'', and longitude 90° ii' *^0" ; estimated oopulatior 
in 1871, 3050 souls. 

(30.) Binodpur, recently transferred to Bdkargarri, situated in lati- 
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tude 23® 13' 22",Lnd longitude 90® 19' 8"; estimated population in 
1871, 5850 soulsL' 

(31.) Umedpur, latitude and longitude not ascertained; estimated 
population in 1871, 2500 souls. ‘ 

(32.) Gopindthpur, situated in latitude 23” 44' 45", and longitude 
• 89° 50' 18"; estimated population in 1871, 2500 souls. 

The Census of 1872, 'however, disclosed a considerably larger 
town population, and returned sixty-nine villages and, towns as con- 
taining upw^ards of two thousand inhabitants. The District Census 
Report thus classifies the villages and towns : — TTiere are 2438 
small villages each containing less than two hundred inhabitants ; 
1.539 villages or small tf'wns of from two to five hundred ; 734 from 
five hundred to a thousand ; 236 from one to two thousand; 48 
from two to three thousand ; 1 2 from three to four thousand ; 2 
from four to five tl^pusand ; 2 from five to six thousand ; 2 from six 
tq, ten thousand ; 2 from ten to fifteen thousand ; and one with 
upwards of fifty thousand inhabitants. The foregoing gives 
seven towns or villages as containing upwards of five thousand 
inhabitants, whereas the Census Return only sejiarately enumerates 
six. The explanation is, that one 'of the places returned as con- 
taining upwards of five thousand inhstuitants does not consist of 
a single town, but is a coljection of villages {rnauzds) grouped to- 
gether, and consequently was not entered by the Census Report 
of 1872 in the list of towns. 

The Collector does not think that there is any tendency on the 
part of the people to gather into towns or seats of commerce and 
industry. It is only of late, years, since the great extension in the 
trade in jute anrd country produce, that Dacca City has shown signs 
of recovery from the rain which had befallen its cotton manufactures 
and fabrics. The population of the town is now slowly increasing, 
as iscrtsoldtkToTNdriingapj.'--^^ Collector reports that ample spare 
lajnjd still exists in the Distrioi, and that at the present day no 
important branch of manufacturing industry attracts people to the 
towns. In 1871, the j^Iagistrate Ji.?.d no means of ascertaining 
the exact proportion of the agr^altural and n on-agricultural com- 
munities, but he was of opinion that at least- eight-tenths of the total 
. population of the District derive their entire livelihood from the soil. 
It must also, however, h6 borne in mind, that even among the 
trading class, the'greater portion also cultivate a little land, although 
tbe foregoing estinate includes them amorig the non-agriculturists. 



THE CITY OF DACCA. 


65 


The Census Report divides the adult male popi^ation of the Dis^ 
trict "into 300,704 agriculturists, and 2^8,73? |non-agriculturists. 
The number of non-agriculturists is much too high, and is pro- 
bably accounted for by the same reason as that given in the Col- 
lector’s former estimate, namely, that all people who do not derive 
their sole means of livelihood from the land are entered as non- . 
agriculturists. 

Dacca Ci'^y. — The principal town and Civil Station of the 
District, as well as the Headquarters of the Commissioner of 
the Division, ts the city of Dacca, situated on the north bank of 
the Bun'gangd river, in north latitude 23" 43' 20", and east longi- 
tude 90^* 26' 10", about eight miles above the confluence of the 
Burfgangd with the Dhaleswarf river. Tlie following brief descrip- 
tion of the city is condensed from Taylor’s “ Topography of Dacca” 
(pj:). 86 98). The city is bounded on the e^t by a low alluvial 
l)lain which extends to the Lakhmid river, and on^^,the north and 
north-west by a tract of jungle interspersed with Musalmdn ceme- 
teries and deserted gardens, mosques and liouses now in ruins. 
During the rains, the lower levels of thi/ portion of the environs 
arc inundated to a depth of mdny feet, and the town is completely 
insulated by a labyrinthM)f creeks and morasses that join the 
Burigangd and Lakhmid. I'he town itself is built on the bank^ 
of the river, along which its streets, bdzdrs, and lanes extend to a 
distance of four miles in length, and about a mile and a quarter in 
breadth. It is intersected in its interior by a branch of the Doldr* 
Creek. The Chauk, or market-place, lies at the west end of 
the town, and near the river bank. 1; is a scpiare of pretty large 
dimensions, surrounded by mosques and shops. *The open space 
in which the bdzdr is held is confined ‘wifhm a low wall, with 
a carriage road round it. The numerojis streets w'hich intersect 
the town are extremely narrow and crerok^d, and only if' few ‘S«^wide 
enough for wdieclcd conveyances# The style of architecture is 
the same as that of other towns-in Bengal. The Jiousq^ facing^he 
streets are generally very nair#w,^and frqp one to four Stories in 
height. In parts of the city in’vb?ted by particular castesjfcsuch 
as the weavers’ and sh all-cutters’ bazdrs, where building ground lets 
at a high rent, many of the four-storied houses have a frontage, 
of only eight or Un fegt, while the sid? walls, unperforated either 
by doors or w^indows, run back to a distance *of twenty yards. 
The extremities of these buildings ^re roofgd in \ the middle 
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part of* the dwelling is left open, and constitutes a small court. 
The two princimf strebts of the < city cross each other at right 
angles. One extends from the I^l^bdgh palace to the Doldi 
Creek, and is upwards of two miles in length ; it runs at a little 
distance from, and nearly parallel to, the river, and has branch 
• streets leading to the ghats or landing-places. The other street 
leads to the cantonments and the .suburbs^ on the north of the town ; 
it is about a mile and a quarter in length, and considerably wider 
and more regularly built than the former one. At the junction of 
these streets there is a small open space, which is laid but in the form 
of a square with a garden in its centre ; and in the vicinity of this 
square, and along the banks of the river for a distance of about half 
a mile, are situated the English Factory, St Thomas’s Church, and 
most of the houses of the ‘English residents. These houses are 
generally large and^well built, and give the town a rather impos- 
ing appearance when viewed from the south. In the Armenian and 
Greek quarters of the town there are also several large brick-built 
houses, but most of dien arc falling into ruin. 

Of the old fort of Ddcca, erected by the Nawab Ishbii Khiin, in 
the reign of the Emperor Jahdngir,- no vestiges remain, and the 
jail is built on a portion of its site. Thi' principal public buildings, 
j^rected by subsequent Gov^ernors, and now in ruins, are the Katra 
and the Lal-bdgh. The former was built by direction of Sultan 
Muhammad Shujd in 1645, about half-a-milc to the eastward of the 
'I^dl-bagh, in front of the chauk or market-place, and fills up a 
considerable portion of the space between tliat square and the river. 
It presented on the side nexj: to the Burfgangd an extensive front, 
having a lofty central gateway, flanked by smaller entrances and by 
two octagonal towers,' which rose to some height above the body of 
the building. The palace pf the Lal-bcigh was commenced by Sultdn 
Muha’r 'iiiad ivzim, the thir^ son of the Emperor Aurangzeb, and was 
left by him in an unfinishe'd statetto his successor in the government. 
It was built, in a. quadrangular form, and enclosed a considerable 
extent of ground. It originally ^stoedv close to the Bun'gangd, but 
there is no\v* an intervening spaeg^* between it and the river covered 
with huts anef trees. The walls on the western side, and the terrace 
^nd battlement towards the' river, are of a coiisiderable height, and 
present a commanding aspect from the we ter. These outworks, 
with a few of its gateways^ the audience hall, and the baths, are the 
only partScOf the building th^t survived in 1839. Since then their 
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dilapidation has made rapid strides ; but ev^i in min Ihey still 
show the extensive and magnificent scale on Iwhich this princely 
residence was originally designed. Shaistd Khan, the successor of 
Sultdn Muhammad Az/m, appears never to have completed the 
stnicture. When Tavernier visited Dacca^ about the year 1666, tlie 
Nawab was residing in a temporary wooden building in its coiirf. 
He afterwards erected within ks walls a mausoleum to the memory 
of his daughter, the wife of Sultan Muhammad Azim. The inner 
apartment of this structure, containing the tomb, is built of marble 
and C/iaridr stone, surmounted with a fine dome; the passage 
surrounding it being divided into compartments embellished with 
mosaics. Most of its decorations, ho\<ever, together with the 
aqueducts that supplied its fountains, have long since been 
destroyed. The English Factory appears to have been built about 
1666. The central part of the building was^used as a court for 
some time, but on its falling into a state of ruin it was pulled dwn 
about 1829 or 1830, and the only portion of the building that 
remained in 1839 was the outward wall.^* Tlae French Factory, an 
extensive building on the bank of the river, was repaired and con- 
verted into a dwelling-l^use, and in 1839, when Dr I'aylor wrote 
his book, was occupied by a native gentleman. Of the Dutch 
Factory there are no traces existing- except the walled terrace 
on which it stood. The French and Dutch Factories were 
taken possession of by the English in the years 1778 and 1781 
respectively. 

The town of Dacca first sprung into political importance between 
]6o8 and 1612. Prior to that time thc^eastern capital of the Mughul 
Provincial Administration was Sondrgdon. But^ 6 rder to check the 
depredations of the Maghs and the rebellions of the Afghans, it 
was found necessary to remove the seal? of government of Bengal 
from Rdjmahal to Dacca, .where the Naw.db Islam Khdn*je-fi!tted a 
fort, increased the strength of thelileet and artillery which had^een 
established by the Fanperor Akbar, and changed the •name of the 
town to J ahdngfrnagar or jSlfdngir 4 bad. • During the time of the 
Mughul government, the city was under tha jurisdiction* of a Magis- 
trate {Fanjddr) and *six dmiiis. The, police consisted of these 
officers with eighty pe^^ns, fifty horsen^en, and fifty armed guards* 
All had residences assigned to them, and were paid chiefly by 
grants of land. Besides the Civil and Criminal Courts, there was 
also an officer called Ittisab, who exercised a gchd deal of authority. 
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He had^the sup ei{;T| tendance of weights and measures, settled dis- 
putes, and impost fines and corpdral punishment on offenders. 
The other officers, besides the Nawib ahd Finance Minister, whose 
jurisdiction extended beyond the city, were the Kdzf, KdnCingo, and 
Wakiianigdr. The duty of the latter officer was to report daily .to 
the Emperor all. that occurred in the public departments, and to 
superintend the transmission of despatches and official correspon- 
dence. The public establishments consisted of the fleet {ndodrd), 
comprising seven hundred war-boats and a number of State barges, 
the artillery, and the Mint. The falling off of the Dacca trade 
took place as far back as 1801. Up to that year the annual 
advances made by the East India Company and private traders 
for Dacca muslins were estimjited at over ^250,000. In 1807 
the Company’s investments had fallen to ^^£^59,590, and the private 
trade to ;j{^56,o2o. '' In 1813 the private trade did not exceed 
;jC2o,59o in value, and that of the Company was scarcely more 
considerable. Four ygars later the Fjiglish Commercial Residency 
was altogether discontiriued. At the present day the contracted 
limits of the town, its reduced and im])ovcrishcd population, the 
ruined and abandoned habitations that are to be seen in every direc- 
tion, all indicate a period of prosperity and affluence long passed 
away. Dr Taylor states that in 1800 the population of the city 
was 200,000 ; in 1823, Bishop Hcber estimated it to contain 90,000 
houses and 300,000 inhabitants. This must have been a very 
excessive estimate, as in 1814 the police-tax was only levied on 
21,361 houses, and in 1830 a census of the town disclosed a 
population of 66,989, and 10,708 houses. The city still con- 
tinued to decline,' ti)l the trade in jute and country produce began 
to make up for the loss of its cotton manufactures. In 1867, 
according to the Histor} and Statistics of the Dacca Division,” 
the pop'ilation was estimated at 51,636 ovily ; in 1872 it was ascer- 
taingd to amount to 69,212. The "Census Report gives the following 
details of the' population of the city: — Hindus, males 20,102, females 
i4j 33^ 1 fotal 34,433. Mukamn^dansfifiales 17,022, females 17,253; 
total 34>275. Christians, malesi 258, females 221 ; total 479. Per- 
sons of other religions, males 13, females 12 ; ®total 25. Grand total 
of all denominations, males 37,395, females, 31,817 ; total 69,212. 
The rate of municipal taxation is is. 5id. per head of the popu- 
lation. 

NXrah^ctanj is, after Dacca city, the town of next importance in 
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the District. It is situated on the western bank of the T.akhmid 
river, at its confluence with .the Dhalejwari, |[nd with its bdzdrs 
extends for about three i^^iles along the river. ''"he town also 
includes Madanganj, a little lower down on the opposite side of the 
river. It is in reality a portion of the Ndrdinganj mart, and was 
esitablished by the merchants of that j^laCe, who were pressed foi* 
space in the town. In •the vicinity of. the town are several forts, 
built by Mir^ Jumld, and almost ofjposite stands the Kadam Rashl, 
a place of some antiquity, and in great rejoute among pious 
Musalmdns ifi this part of the country. A stone with the impres- 
sion of the Prophet’s foot upon it is kept in a small mosque 
surrounded by the huts of religious mendicants, who live on charity 
bestowed by jhlgrims who come to worship this relic. Nardinganj 
is distant from Dacca about nine mfles by land, and about sixteen 
or eighteen miles by water. It possesses stean^ communication with 
Calcutta, Assam, Silhet, and Kachdr, and is a great mart for country 
produce, as also a depot for boats and boatmen engaged in the 
inkmd trade. Within the last fourteen y^aft the trade in country 
produce has considerably increased, in j?lDite*of the rivalry of the 
great Sirajganj mart on the ba«iks of the Jarnund in Pabnd District. 
Jute is largely imporled^from I'ipperah and Maimansinh, packed at 
Ndrdinganj and sent to Calcutta. In 1838 the population amounted 
to 6252 ; in 1871 it contained about 6400, and the town of Madan- 
ganj, on the opposite side of the river, about 3000 souls. The 
Census of 1872 disclosed a total population of 10,911, made up 
follows : — Hindus, males 3685, females 1515 ; total 5200. Muham- 
madans, males 3405, females 2289 ; total 5694. Christians, males 
II, females 6 ; total 17. Grand total of all denominations, males 
7101, females 3810 ; total 10,911. Rate of «ntfticipal taxation, qjd. 
per head of the population. *Lat. 23® 37' 5'' N. ; long. 90*^ 32' 10" E. 

Manikganj, the headquarters of the subdivision of thp same 
name, is the next place ot import^yice, and is sUuated on' the west 
bank of the Dhaleswarf river, in latitude 23'’ 52',45’^, and longitude 
90^4' 15". The bdzdr extends over an^rea of about two square 
miles. The only means of communfeation is by boat, except in the 
dry season, when a hotfse may. be ridden across country. The chief 
articles of trade are mustard-oil and tobacco, imported from Ran^- 
pur and Kuch Bchar, ^d sent to Ndrdmganj and Calcutta. I have 
not been able to obtain any previous estimates of the population, but 
in 1872 it was ascertained to amount to 1 1,54c souls, made up as 
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follows : — Hindus, rmales 3177, females 3204; total 6381. Muham- 
madans, males 25!^/, females 2588;, total 5159. Christians, nil 
Other denominations, males 2, females nH, Grand total, males 5750, 
females 5792,* total 11,542. Rate of municipal taxation, 7jd. per 
head of the population. 

, Municipalities. — There are three Municipalities in the District. 
In 1870 the receipts and expenditure of iher Dacca Municipality were 
as follows: — revenue ^'5162, expenditure ;^534o. In 1872, the 
Census Return gives the gross Municipal income at ;^502i, 8s., and 
the gross expenditure at ^^5000 ; rate of Municipal taxation per 
head of the population, is. 5|d. The District Municipal Improve- 
ment Act was introducect in Dacca on the ist August 1864, and 
since then important reforms have been made in the sanitary condi- 
tion of Dacca, and several wofks of public utility been carried out. 
At Ndiclinganj, the Municipal revenue amounted in 1870 to ^35, 
14s., and the expenditure to ;;^25, 8s.; in 1872, the total Municipal 
income was returned at ^^449, 6s., and the expenditure at ;^4oo ; 
rate of Municipal taxStipn, 9jd per head of the population. At 
Mdnikganj, the MunicipM revenue amounted in i87otO;^377, 2s., 
and the expenditure to ;^333, 4s. ^n 1872, the total Municipal 
revenue was ^363, 2s., and the expenditure ;^3oo; rate of Muni- 
cipal taxation, 7-](l. per hea(l. 

Places of Historical Interest. — The following brief descrip- 
tion of the remarkable places in Dacca is condensed from the account 
n given in Dr Taylor’s work, 

Bikrampur ; celebrated as the ancient seat of government under 
the Hindu Kings of Bengal, from the reign of Vikramdditya up to the 
time of the overtjjirow of the dynasty by the Musalmdns. The place 
where the Hindu prhicds resided is still pointed out at Rdmpdl, a little 
to the w'est of Firinghi Baztlr. The site of the palace of King BalHl Sen 
consisj^f a quadrangular mound of earth, covering an area of about 
three thdiisand square feet*, and siyrroundecf by a moat about two hun- 
drefffeet wide. There are no traces of buildings within this enclosed 
space, but in its vicinity, ^nd in the tc^ntry for many miles around, 
mounds of bricks,, and wall foiftidations at a great depth below the 
surface, are niet wdth, and were formerly used as building materials 
for the construction of houses in the city. Near the site of Ballil 
^en's palace there is a deep Excavation called Agnikunda, where it is 
said the last Hindu Prince of Bikrampur and his family burned them- 
selves on tjie approach of tTie Musalmins. Tradition relates that the 
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Prince, when he went out to meet the invaders of ?ds territor}% carried 
with him a messenger pigeon, whose return '-co thefpalace was to be 
regarded by his family as an intimation of his defeat, arcl a signal to 
put themselves to death. It appears that the Prince gained the vic- 
:ory, but unfortunately, while stooping to drink from the river after 
:he Tatigues of the day, the bird escaped fromliis garment in which it 
ivas concealed, and flew to*its designation.* The Rdjil hurried home, 
Diit arriving top laic to avert the consequences of the unhappy acci- 
lent, he cast himself upon the funeral pile, still smoking with the 
ishes of his faifiily, and thus closed his dynasty. The large Rdjnagar 
lemplc on the banks of the Ganges, in the Fiscal Division of the same 
name, is also an object of interest, and in 1S70 was reported to n^e 
as in danger of being w'aslicd away by the river. 

SonArgAon, the ancient Muhammadan ca})ital of the District, now 
called Painilm, is situated about two miles inlaij^l from the Brahma- 
[)Utra Creek, in a grove of ureca, tamarind, mango, and other trees, 
which completely hide the village from view until within a few 
yards of it. In the dry season it is approjv^lfbd by narrow winding 
footpaths, but during the rains it is paftially inundated, and is 
almost inaccessible except by •small boats, or by elephant or on 
horseback. The village, which has a bad name for iinhealthiness, 
consisted in 1S39 of two narrow streets of straw huts, and some well- 
built brick houses of two and three stories high. Surrounding it 
is a deep muddy ditch, originally excavated as a moat. Upon an 
old bridge across the ditch are the remains of a gateway, which in 
former limes was closed every night, and no person allowed either 
to enter or leave the place till the ^following morning. In the 
vicinity of the village are tJie ruins of several mosques and ham- 
lets, probably residences of the early M.usal»nd 1 \ Governors. Dr 
Hamilton, who visited the District some years before Dr Taylor 
wrote his work, was informed by the natives that the ancient ^Sondr- 
gdon had been carried away by the rivdr, anrf that it fiStd stood 
on the oi)posite side of the Meghnd. Dr Taylor believed "this 
to be a mistake. He says in the vjpinity of Sondrgdon there 
had been no encroachment of the fiver, but, oi\,the contrary, an 
accession of soil by th* filling up of the Brahmaputra*Creek, which 
was originally the m?in channel of thtft river. • The city on the 
opposite .side of the M^hnd was not Sbndrgdon, but Srfpur, which 
stood in Bikrampur Fiscal Division, and was destroyed by the 
Kirtindsd river. Sondrgdon, although celebrated as ^a seat of 
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trade, and the Mufialmin metropolis of Eastern Bengal, does not 
appear to have eYer haci any pretensions to architectural grandeur. 
Fitch, who visited the place in 1586, gives the following account of 
it : — “ Sinnergan is a town six leagues from Serripur, where there is 
the best and finest cloth made in all India. The houses here, as 
. they be in most parts ol India, are very little, and covered with straw, 
and have a few mats round about the walls, and the door to keep out 
the tigers and the foxes. Many of the people are ve^y rich. Here 
they will eat no flesh, nor kill no beast. They live on rice, milk, 
and fruits. They go with a little cloth before them, stnd all the rest 
of the body is naked.” In 1839, when Dr Taylor wrote, the weav- 
ing of muslin was still thr chief occupation of the inhabitants, and in 
this the village maintained the same reputation which it enjoyed in 
the time of Abul Fazl and Fitlh. A great proportion of the weavers 
were Musalmdns, ei^gagcd in manufacturing the jdmdani or flowered 
fabrics, a considerable quantity of which was annually exported to 
di&rent parts of the country. 

Fikingiii BAzAr, Sitpatcd upon a branch of the Ichhdmatf, is 
noted as the place wherft the Portuguese first settled in the District 
during the governorship of Shaistd Khan. They were mostly 
persons who had deserted from the servide of the Rdjd of Ardkdn 
to that of Husain Beg, the Mughul general besieging Chittagong, 
which at that time (1663) belonged to Ardkdn. h'iringhi Bdzdr was 
once a place of considerable size, but from the period of the decay 
'Of the Dacca trade it has dwindled down to a small village; in 
1839 it still contained a few large brick houses. 

Idrakpur, also situated on the Ichhdmatf river, south of Firinghi 
Bdzdr, contained jn 1839 the remains of a circular fort built by Mfr 
Jumld, one of the Uo^ernors of Bengal during the reign of Aurang- 
zeb, and also several brick buildings and ghdis^ where probably the 
river (Jues or customs of Bikrampur Fiscal Division were levied, 
within^iich it is situated. , 

BItAwAi., or NA^^ari, a village in the Fiscal Division of the same 
name, situated in latitudf 23” 5p' and longitude 90° 27' 50”. 
In 1839 it consi§ted of about* five hundred houses, almost entirely 
inhabited by Christians of Portuguese descent. A Roman Catholic 
mission owned Bhdwal and‘the surrounding villages, the whole con- 
stituting an estate of considerable extent anci value. 

SabhAr, situated on the northern bank of the Burfgangd, was the 
capital of Jthe Bhuiyd Raja Harischandra. in 1839, the only trace 
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that remained of his residence was a heap of br^lfs and earjJi over- 
grown with jungle. 

DhXmrai, situated on tl#e Bansf river, near its junction with 
the Burfgangd, and, as late as 1839, one of the principal manufac- 
turing villages of the District. Ganakpara, Ghori, and Garidpard. 
are also shown in Renners maj:) of the last century as i^laces of , 
considerable size. Dr Taylor states that they were the fortified 
settlements of^the Afghdns, who, after their defeat in the interior 
of Bengal by the Mughuls, retreated to this eastern part of the 
country. A Tew years before 1839 a part of the walls, with 
several lofty gateways and mosques, were to be seen, but they have 
been since completely swept away by th.' river. It is said th^t 
Isldin Khdn, when transferring the seat of government to this part 
of the country, selected Ganakpara Tor its site ; but finding the 
surrounding country was low, he dismantled the Jbrt of its guns and 
made Dacca the metropolis. In the vicinity of Dhdmrdi, Dr Taylor 
states there was a village called Pathdntalf, still inhabited by the 
descendants of the Afghdns. 

At DurddriA, situated upon the banks <Tf the Banar, about eight 
miles above the village of Ekddid, are found the remains of a strong 
fort, and opposite to it the foundations of a town, both of which, it 
is said, were built and occupied by the Bhuiyd Rdjds. Dr Taylor 
states that the fort is laid out in the shape of a crescent, 
bounded by the river. The outer wall is composed of red earth 
intermixed with clay, and in 1839 was twelve or fourteen feet high. 

It is upwards of two miles in circuit, and is surrounded by a moat 
about thirty feet broad, but now filled ^up with earth washed away 
from the wall and adjacent ground. At some distance within this 
rampart there are traces of a second defence •of Ti similar construc- 
tion ; and further on are the remains of a brick-built wall, the 
extent and figure of which are distinctly marked out ^ by a 
ridge of earth and loose bricks, *and by the foundationV of the 
wall Like the outworks, it forms the segment of a circle sur- 
rounded by a ditch. This ^los^ure, or ^citadel, as it appears to 
have been, has three openings into* it, and cont^^ins the sites of 
two buildings, which a»e somewhat elevated and stand close upon 
the banks of the river. The southern “site consists of a circular 
mound of bricks, and appears to be Ae remains of a tower sur- 
rounded by a wall with four bastions, the foundations of which are 
still visible. The figur^ of the northern site is Rot so w^e]! defined ; 
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it exhij)its two aqyjare elevations, and beyond them the remains 
of a tank were visible.* The fort is known among the natives 
by the nam^ of the Rdni-b^rl, and said to have belonged to 
Rdnl Bhab^nf, the last of the line of Bhuiyjis, who occupied it at 
the time of the Muhammadan invasion. Of the city on the opposite 
^ side of the river, the only vestiges existing in 1839 were mounds 
and loose bricks scattered over the surface of the plain. They 
covered a considerable extent of ground. About ^two miles in- 
land there are two magnificent tanks, said to have been dug 
by the Bhuiyd Rdjas, of great depth, and in all probability are 
supplied by springs. Several forts survive at Idrakpur, Hdjfganj, 
Spndkdndi, and Sabhdr, all of which were constructed by the 
Muhammadans to resist the invasions and raids of the Maghs and 
Portuguese. 

The Material ^Condition of the People has considerably 
improved within the last ten years, and particularly that of the 
cultivating classes. This is partly owing to the increased prices of 
produce, but is also v^;ry, greatly due to the increase in the cultivation 
of more valuable crops. ' The trade of Eastern Bengal has received 
an enormous impetus by the introduction of jute and saf-flower, 
and by the extended cultivation of oil-seeds ; and the Collector states 
that the benefits to the District are only just beginning. The 
only persons who do not share in the general increased pros- 
perity of the District are those with fixed incomes, such as subor- 
dinate landlords {fdiukddfs), for the rise of rent has been by no 
means proportionate to the rise in prices of food and wages ; and 
Government servants and others who depend upon a regular fixed 
salary. 

The Dress of a w:ill-to-do shopkeeper consists of (i) a dhutiy 
composed of a long piece of Manchester cloth, about fifteen feet 
long and tliree and a half feet broad ; it is wound round the 
waist, atid hangs down to the ^ankles ; '(2) a cJiddar^ a muslin or 
cotton sheet abogt nine feet in length; (3) pirdtiy a coat newly 
introduced into fashion, jnade of iQpg cloth; (4) handiy a piece of 
broad woollen clqth about ninh feet in length, and worn as a shawl 
in winter only; gdihchdy a napkin or handkerchief; (6) mdldy a 
necklace of wooden beads worn only by the Hindus ; (7) jutdy shoes, 
"generally of Dehli or local manufacture, but\some of the young men 
wear shoes made in the English fashion; (8) kharamy wooden sandals. 
Dacca dht^iis and ckddars\xe sometimes verjr valuable, and made of 



75 


DRESS OF THE PEOPLE; DACCA DISTRICT: 

fine muslin, the price in the town ranging fromj,4s. to jjach. 
The dress of a female of the shopkeeping clrjss co'hsists of a sdri^ a 
cloth thrown over the body and i:overing the head. Formerly this dress 
was made of country stuff, but of late years English manufactured 
cloth with a printed border has come into fashion. The ornaments 
worn by them are gold nose-rings (iiath and ^eshar) ; necklaces of 
gold beads (ihbid) \ silver armlets i)racelets (bd/d), anklets 

(khdrii) \ silver waist- chain The dress of a Hindu widow is of 

English cloth without any coloured border, and she does not wear 
any ornaments.* Children of a well-to-do shopkeeper are usually 
dressed in a waistcloth made of country cloth, a muslin or cotton 
sheet, and sometimes^ a coat and shoes. A.s a bed-covering in^ 
w'intcr the family generally use quilts stuffed with cotton. With the 
exception of shopkeepers who Jive in rtie city or the large towns, 
the washing of the clothes is generally done by the females of the 
family. 

The dress of an average cultivator is of a much cheaper descrip- 
tion, and consists of (i) a waistband (dhuiil^ f^ither country-made 
or of coarse English manufacture, from six fo nfne feet in length, 
but seldom reaching below tlifi knees ; (2) a handkerchief or 
napkin ; (3) a thick cciion sheet {gildpli) folded double, and used in 
winter. 'J'he females’ dress consists of a thick country-made sdrL As 
ornaments, they wear an inferior description of nose-ring {luith) and 
anklets {khdni\ Hindu females of this class wear shell bracelets 
(satikhd) ; Muhammadan women prefer lac bracelets {churl). The 
children generally go about naked till their ninth or tenth year. 
Sometimes, but not often, they wear a very small w'aistcloth. As in 
the case of the shopkeepers, the w^omen generally do their own 
washing. The night-covering in winter is a qiiilt •stuffed with rags 
{kdnihd)y composed of old clothes and rejected household rags. It 
is preserved with great care, and is never washed. 

Dwellings. — The building mateijals employed* in the cbfhstruc- 
tjon of a house of a well-to-do shopkeeper are oi^ much the same 
description as those used in tl^Oihouse of ^ average husbandman. 
The roofing consists of a frameworl! of bamboo^ thatched! with 
straw. The posts are generally of bamboo in small houses ; but in 
the larger ones there rare usually wooden posts, the number and 
quality of which vary according to the ci«:umstances of the owner. 

1 he beams and rafters are also bamboo, but >n some of the 
larger houses they are (instructed of wood. The walh usually 
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consist of a species of reed called Hear, lined internally with a 
coating of clay iinxcd with cow-dung, in order to keep out the cold 

and to diminish the risk of fire. In some of the houses of the 

1 

wealthier shopkeepers the walls, are constructed of a superior de- 
scription of mats called viauld and dJidni. Tlie doors are generally 
made of mats, bui; ^iv^ooden doors are frequently met with in the 
principal house of the dwelling of a cwell-to-do sho])kecper. A 
dwelling consists of several sei)arate houses, each of which forms 
a single room, exccj)t in very rare cases, where the apartment is 
divided by a mat partition. The number of separate houses in a 
homestead generally indicates the number of rooms occupied by 
a husbandman or a shopkeeper. 

The dwelling of an average cultivator generally consists of four 
huts, built one on each side of the yard ; (i) the BaragJiar, or 
principal apartment, where the household work is performed during 
the day, and where the head of the family sleeps at night ; (2) the 
Rashuighar, or cook-house ; (3) Uoldgkar, or storehouse, and 
where the other members of the family sleep at night ; and (4) the 
Dhenksdid, or shell in whic'h the rice is husked. Each of these 
houses or apartments is made to serve two or more purposes accord- 
ing as occasion arises. There is no fixed rule regulating the number 
of houses in a cultivators homestead. It is not unusual to find 
less than four houses, and it occasionally hai)])ens that a single 
apartment serves for a sleeping room, a storehouse, and also for 
cooking pur])Oses. There are no properly constructed outer and 
inner apartments in the dwelling of a peasant. The sitting-place for 
the males of the family, and where friends and visitors are received, 
is cither a shady place in the open yard, or in the verandah of the 
principal apartment. • Besides the four houses w'hich form his dwell- 
ing, a prosperous agriculturist has generally two sheds, in one of 
which the cattle are kept at night, and in the other during the day. 
The ^fomestead bf a \\Til-to-do shopkeeper varies from two to six 
separate houses, according to his needs. Where there are only two 
houses, the receiving of friends is performed in the verandah of the 
principal house, but in larger dwellings one of the houses is reserved 
for the purpose. It offOn happens in villages where the population is 
increasing that the extent ‘of raised land available for homestead sites 
{bhitt) has become so contn'acted as to limit the number of houses, 
and in such cases three or more persons dwell in apartments which 
in other parts of the country would only serve for a single man. 
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The Furniture in the houses both of shoplieepers and culti- 
vators is much the same. Th 5 following list, which has been 
furnished by a native gentleman who nils the post of Deputy- 
Collector in the District, divides. the articles into seven classes, 
namely — {a) Furniture for sitting and sleeping: — (i) iaktafosh^ a 
wooden bedstead ; (2) kainhal^ a blanket ; (3) 7 nora^ a cane or 
bamboo stool ; (4) sairanji^ a striped carpet of thick cotton 
cloth ; (5) jal •cJiauki^ a stool or chair ; (6) pdii^ a mat of fine 
texture \ (7) another description of mat of not so fine a quality ; 

(8) different sorts of coarse mats; (9) //>/, a plank seat; (to) 

chhdld^ a coarse cloth of jute thread ; (1 1 ) kiisdsaft^ a seat made of 
kusd grass ; (12) a quilt and pillow stuffed with cotton or rags ; and* 
(13) a mosquito curtain is sometimes Joiind in the houses of the 
wealthier class of sho]'>keepcrs. * (/>) Fating utensils : — (t) pdtha}\ a 
stone plate; (2) ihdl, a plate^ generally of brass ©r bell-metal; (3) 
bdti^ a brass cup ; (4) a brass water-pot ; (5) pdli^ a brassp 

tumbler; (6) hdsan, a crockery ])]ate, used qjily by Muhamma- 
dans. (r) Cooking utensils: — (1) bok 7 id kopd, # brass pot; (2) 
kd 7 'di\ an iron ])an ; (3) 7 'ai 77 g, an earthen pot ; (4) pdt/'I, an earthen 
pot of smaller size than the <ibove* ; (5) shards an earthen pot-cover; 
(6) ifidlsd^ an earthen cup ; (7) kalsi^ an earthen water-pitcher; (8) 
jhajaivy an earthen vessel for straining wat<?r when washing rice ; (9) 
hdid^ an iron ladle or spoon; (lo) faga)'}, a wooden bowl; (11) 
//id/d/j a cup made of a cocoa nut shell; (12) ddilcf- kdid^ a pestal 
and mortar used for grinding pulses ; (13) kJiuli, a small earthen pot 
for keeping vspices ; (14) sil and piitd^ a flat stone and a mullcr used in 
grinding condiments for curry, (il) InstHimcnts for cutting or dig- 
ging : — (i) hdl-ddo, a large hand-knife ; (2) />////- r/i.f^^aifish-knife ; (3) 
S( 77 atd, a nut-cracker; (4) kdr/ii, a sickle; (5) kodd/^Vi spade; (6) kha 7 itd^ 
a digging hoe ; (7) k 777 'd/, an axe. (c) Misce 41 anc<';us imjdements : — 
(i) chotigd, a bamboo ladder,; (2) /wk^ a piece of hard wood•^WLh a 
pointed end, used for making holes in flie ground when putting stakes 
round a field ; (3) sainati, a bamboo needle, used in thatchirpg houses ; 
(4) harsiicliy a large needle; (5^ a,small needle; (6) hn 
earthen vessel containing fodder for tha cattle; (7) /^r/, a* stick for 
driving cows ; (8) sc 7 ‘, a cane measure containing one ser (two lbs.) ; 

(9) kdidy a measure for greyn, of various sizes ; (ro) sichkd^ an iron 
rod or cane twig for cleaniii^ the hookah tube; (11) ifiallikdy an earthen 
lamp; (12) gdchhdy an earthen stand for th« above ; (13) hookah^ a 
hubble-bubble pipe for tobacco; (14) kalki, an earthen bowl for 
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tobatco, and plilced on the top of the hookah when smoking; (15) 
baithaky a -stand, made eitner of brass, wood, or earth ; (16) 

dhenkiy a pedal used in husking rice ; (17) iidkhdl^ a large wooden 
mortar; (18) chhici^ a mallet or pestle used with the above; (19) 
kuld^ a flail ; (20) chiffitd^ a pair of tongs ; (21) chdlan^ a sieve ; (22) 
inkri, a basket for carrying earth ; (2^) jhdtd, a broom ; (24) luri 
an earthen pot filled with v»^aler and mud, used in giving a fresh 
coating of mud to the floor of the house every morning; (25) chhdfi, 
an umbrella of cloth or bamboo leaves ; (26) ^f7;'i*/,^a fish-hook ; (27) 
hochd^ (28) pdloy (29) haichnd^ network trajxs of bamboo for catching 
fisli ; (30) an iron instrument for catching fish; (31) hird^ a 

stand of straw for putting water-pitchers, &:c., on ; (32) kdkai, a 
comb ; (33) ahid, a mirror ; (34) khdid, an account book ; (35) 
kalam^ a pen ; (36) dodt^ an inkstand ; (37) kdghaZy paper. (/) 
Utensils for holding things : — (1) smdttk^ a large wooden chest; (2) 
xpetardy a cane box ; (3) jhaily a small cane box used for keeping the 
toilet tilings of fen]ales ; (4) mdchdy a bamboo platform for keeping 
the grain pots ; (^) a large cylindrical basket made of a species 
of coarse mat, and used for storing grain ; (6) duld^ a smaller basket 
than the above ; (7) mriki, an earthen jar. This is generally buried 
in the ground, and as it is a receptacle for valuables, some one 
sleeps over it ; (8) dd//, a cane basket ; (9) k///sdy an earthen pot for 
keeping fire; (10) idmdku dihdy a bamboo vessel used for keejiing 
tobacco in ; (11) khichd, a small cotton bag ; (12) a net of jute for 
holding earthen pots of various kinds and sizes ; (13) chhdld, a sack 
for carrying or storing grain ; (14) j/idka, a large bamboo basket ; 
(15) j^f/7, a small bamboo basket, (g) Works of art: — (i) Gancsfi^ 
the idol of Gi'.nesli ; (2) Lakslumr Sard, a picture of the goddess 
Lakshmf ; (3) pat, pictures of various kinds, mostly of gods and god 
desses ; (4) putul, earthen images of various kinds of animals. All 
the »;\l)ove articles are never found in the same house ; many are 
possessed only by the shopkeeping class, and others only by agri- 
culturists.- The articles mentioned in the last class arc of course 
never found in the house of,^ kluliammadan. 

The Food ' of a vxll-to-do shopkeeper consists of rice, pulses, 
various kinds of country vegetables, fish, milk, sugar, fruits, and dif- 
ferent preparations of rice. There is no (Jifterence in the description 
of food consuined by a shopkeeper and that of a peasant, saving that 
the food of the latter is ^coarser in quality, and, with the exception of 
rice, less in quantity. He gets milk only when he possesses a milch 
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cow, and not always even then, as he sells it. Su Jar and fruit Sre not 
in very common use. The childr(?n in the house of a well-to-do shop- 
keeper generally have some (ftied preparation of rice, s 5 ch as ffwri, 
chird, and khat^ with sugar and plantains for breakfast in the morn- 
ing. A peasant’s children eat pdnfdy or rice wljich is steeped in water 
all night, together with a little fish or vegetables, and in the absence 
of this, with plain salt. TlTe average monthly living expenses of a 
well-to-do household consisting of five persons, viz., three adults and 
two children, are stated by the Collector to be as follow : — Rice, 
246 lbs. or 3 mounds, 9s. ; pulses, 20 lbs., is. 6d. ,• salt, 4 lbs., 6d. ; 
oil, TO lbs., 3s. ; fish, 4s. ; vegetables, is. 6d. ; turmeric, lid. ; chilies, 
4jd. ; spices, 3d.; bctehnut, is.; tobacco, *6d. ; sugar, 2s.; milk,^ 
3s. ; clarified butter {i^ki\ 6d. ; fruits, is. 3d. ; preparations of rice, 
6d. ; fuel, 2s. ; clothing, 6s. ; repairs of house, 3s. ; extras, say 6d. ; 
total average monthly expenses, ^2, os. 6d. 

It is not easy to estimate the living expenses of an ordinary 
husbandman, as he himself raises a great portion of the articles 
necessary for his own consumption. RieJ^, jiulscs, vegetables, 
onions, chilies, tobacco, or betel-nut arc all home productions. 
Fish, he often catches himself wfien his work does not call him to 
the field. The following figures, therefore, only show the amount 
which he would have to spend if he bought all his requisites in 
the market. They refer to the same-sized household as that given 
aliove : — Rice, 285 lbs., 9s. 6d. ; pulse, 16 lbs., is.; salt, 4 lbs., 6d. ; 
oil, 4 lbs., IS. lid.; vegetables, 6d. ; molassscs and sugar, 3d. ; tur- 
meric, i.^,d. ; chilic.s, 4^(1.; onions, i^d. ; betel nut, 3d. ; fuel, is.; fish, 
IS. ; clothing, is. 6d. ; house repairs, 6d.*; extjas, pd. ; total average 
monthly value of living and other necessaries a cultivator’s 
household consisting of three adults and two children, i8.s. 6d. 
Wheat, except in sweetmeats, is not generally eaten. Many Muham- 
madans use fermented br<;ad prepared by pro&ssional ii«kers. 
Musalmins also eat all kinds of meat*except pork, if the animal has 
been killed according to the prescribed religious in’anner? Animal 
food is used very sparingly by tti? Htn^iis, l^it they are allowed to 
eat pigeons and ducks, and also goat’s fiesh, it the ctijature has first 
been sacrificed to some cfeity. Some of the lower and poorer classes 
also eat turtle which ab(fund in the jrreat rivers. Pan and tobacco 
are much used. 

The following paragraphs regarding the vegetables, fish, and fruits 
used as food are quoted from Mr Clay’s Report in the ‘‘History and 
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Statistics of the D|icca Division” : — “In the city, English vegetables 
are sold in the bdzdr, a&d are much prized among the richer classes. 
Chdr^-punji ‘potatoes command a rerfdy sale, and a superior sort, 
grown near KoMtid, Hdt in the ndrth-west of Dacca, are procurable 
at certain seasons. Native vegetables are generally cooked with ghi^ 
' mustard, oil, or a mixture of it and til oil, salt, capsicums, acid fruits, 
nim leaves, &c. A variety of vTourds, tuberous roots, and other 
vegetables are consumed by the natives under the general denomin- 
ation of tarkdri. There are no English equivalents for most of the 
native names, and it seems useless to reproduce them. Every native 
adds about ic] kdchhds (6 drachms) of salt to his meal. The poorer 
classes add a seasoning composed of turmeric {/laldi), laurel leaf 
(icj-pdtd)^ and red chilies {Idl 7naricJi). Garlic, coriander, and onions 
also occasionally enter into the composition. Endless varieties of 
fish are sold in *he bdzd-rs. They are cheapest during the cold 
Jwcason, scarce and expensive during the rains. They arc generally 
fried in oil with salt, turmeric, and spices, and eaten with the rice 
and vegetables, .'jiie-poorer classes live on the /////, small chingri 
(prawn), nauld^ and a mess consisting of small fry called pdnch 
misltdli. 

Fruit. — “The mango is greatly prized, and when in season no 
meal is considered complete without it. Kdjiihdl or jack-fruit ranks 
next. It is eaten raw, or the juice mixed with milk and drunk in 
the hot weather. The seeds of the fruit are also eaten, and when 
properly roasted are not unlike sweet chestnuts. The cocoa-nut 
(tiariket) is a favourite fruit, and is much used in the preparation of 
sweetmeats. The date {ph^jur') does not flourish in the District, its 
fruit being smah^and tasteless. From its juice, however, molasses 
is made. Bel {/Fgle 77ianiielos) is chiefly drunk in the form of sher- 
bet, and is said to make a very wholesome beverage. Plantains 
form/j-Q universal and a favourite article of diet. The sour plums of 
the bhair are much sought aftei by the poorer classes. Oranges and 
sweet limes are imported from Silhet in the cold weather, and are 
in great demand. In J ily, pm7-app^es sell at two for one pice, or a 
farthing. Papa/as, gua^yas, ct^pumbers, water-melons, &c., find a ready 
sale. From April till July, the seeds of a water-plant called 77iakdnd 
{EiiryciJe ferox), peculiar to Eastern Bengal, are sold extensively in 
the b^z^rs. The kernels of the seeds consist of starchy matter. 
They are eaten alone, oi; with milk and sugar. The inhabitants of 
Dacca ace singularly partial to this tasteless fruit, of which, when 
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cheap, four or five seeds cost one pice. The nut, •though 

less common than in Hindustdr^ sells here •at one pice per pound. 
Large quantities are sold to\fcards the beginning of the«cold season.’^ 

Amusements. — I also reproduce the following account of the 
amusements and games of chance, sport, &:c., of the people of Dacca 
District: — “The principal amusements are kite-flying, biid-fights, 
7iautc/icsy lilds or theatrical* represmitations*, cards, and other games 
of chance, lij former times boating was a favourite pastime, and 
probably originated with the Nawdbs, who took great pleasure in 
this exercise, #nd had magnificent state barges. In imitation of 
these, the merchants, weavers, and others kept pleasure-boats 
fancifully decorated, with their crews drcss<?d in various costumes^ 
and moonlight regattas formed at one time one of the chief amuse- 
ments of the people. Th^ practidh has now died out, and 
regattas are almost unknown except on spec^l occasions, when 
they are got up among the Natives for the entertainment of visitors 
by the European residents at the station. Kite-flying is a very 
general i^astime during the cold weather and Spring months. The 
kites are made of coloured paper stretched over a light framework of 
bamboo, and, as a rule have no*tail or tassels like the kites in Eng- 
land. The string is wound on a revolving spindle, and is let out or 
shortened at pleasure by a rotaiy motion gf the hands. Kite-flying at 
times becomes a perfect nuisance, and has to be jiroliibited in the 
Xiublic streets and thoroughfares for carriages. Young men as well 
as boys engage in it, and evince a skill and dexterity in the 
management of their kites which w^ould challenge admiration 
were it displayed in the pursuit of anv less unmanly and childish 
amusement. 

“Deer arc sometimes caught with nets, and fhe nadves generally, 
especially the Musalmans, are fond of shotting, if such a term can 
be apiflied to their habit of^prowling about in the Jungle, and mur- 
dering any unlucky beast or bird tjiat gives them a chance of a 
close shot. Angling is a common pursuit, but it -is ])r:4ctised in a 
clumsy and unskilful manner. •'#’hc, llindu§ arc fond of fights be- 
tween rams, bulbuls or nightingales, daltidls, and Jfiaimds large 

sums of money are frecj^ently staked on the event. Other indoor 
amusements consist of# game? of chance with dic^, cowries, cards, . 
eggs, and cocoa-nuts 3 wlifle the weavers afld other Vaishnavs indulge 
in naufehes and lilds or theatrical representations of the exploits of 
Krishna. Among the fiindus the beheld (a kind of violio) is the 

VOL. VI. 
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common musical instrument, but the European pattern is now much 
used, and is procurable \n all the bizars. It need perhaps scarcely 
be mentioned that these instruments ^'are not equal to Cremonas. 
The si far (a kind of guitar with* three strings) is the favourite in- 
strument among the Musalmans. Their passive amusements are 
nautches, fireworks, cock-fighting, dice, and cards. The above sports 
and pastimes, requiring, ^as a ruie, no tourage or endurance, and 
little or no physical exertion, are eminently characteristic of the 
indolent and spiritless nature of the natives of this District, who are, 
as a body, fair average specimens of the languid' pojDulation of 
the Bengal Delta. It must be admitted, however, that some 
attempt has been madfc, in the city at least, to introduce a more 
manly style of amusement among the rising generation ; and some 
of the' boys at the Govermfient College may now be seen, during 
the cold weather,^, imitating the performances of the European 
residents at cricket. They do not, however, appear to appreciate 
or enter into the spirit of the game ; and their play is generally of 
the mildest descriqtion«'’ 

Agriculture; Cereal Crops. — Rice forms the staple crop of 
the District, the three principal classes being as follow ; — (i) Iloro, 
or ropd rice, subdivided into two varieties, the bo?v proper and lipd. 
7'he boro proper is plantedjn deep marshy ground, and on the miry 
edges of .newly-formed land (chars). The seed is first sown on a 
plot of moist but high ground ; as soon as the young shoots are 
about a foot high they are transplanted, and planted into the field 
I)reparcd to receive them. The nursery, in which the seed is first 
sown, is thus prepared : In month of October the land is worked, 
by ploughing oi; otherwise, until it is converted into mud about two 
and a half feet deep. ^ The seed meanwhile is subjected to a forcing 
I)rocess. It is enclosed Jn a bag or basket, and steeped in water 
for a day, after which the water is drained off and the grain left to 
dry for another day. A little* water is then sprinkled over it at 
intervals ; gind as soon as it swells and begins to germinate, the seed 
is scattered over the s^irface of tKe*f muddy ground. This ground 
remains wet, aivd if near the side of a tidal river, is covered with 
water twice a day. The lipd variety is reared*'substantially in the same 
way as the boro proper, the chief difference being that it is planted 
in somewhat harder soil. ’ It is so calle(l«from the custom of the 
cultivator to lipdy or plaster the ground with a top layer of earth 
previous cto plantifig. These varieties of rice are sown in December, 
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January, and February (Paush, Mdgb, and Phdlgun), and are reaped 
ill April and May (Baisdkh and«Jyaishtba). Dr Taylor states that 
this crop yields the largest return, and diat the grain is superior in 
quality to that of either tlie dman or di^s varieties. Another species 
of boro rice is called .s/iditd, from the fact of being reaped iu sixty 
days after solving, (2) Aits, or autumn rice, is sown on ratiicr high 
land, and is of rapid growtlf. It h sown broadcast in March, April, 
and May (Phdlgun, Chaitra, and Baisdkh), and reaped in June, 
July, and August. (3) The dman, or cold- weather crop, is the one 
which is most Extensively cultivated in the District. It is sown in 
low-lying lands of the best description, botli broadcast and by 
dibbling. In the Fiscal Divisions of Manikganj and Bikrampur it i.st 
sown broadcast, but iu other parts of the District, such as Rdipura 
and Kdpilsia, the seed is regukirly planted. In the latter localities, 
the soil is prepared by repeated jdoughings fyim December up 
to February, tlic seed being sown after the first fall of rain. This 
rice is very rapid in growth, and, in swamps in the rainy season, it 
frc(]uently shoots up twelve inches in twent)^f^ur hours, as the 
inundation rises. A liigh and sudden rise of water, however, is apt 
to overtop the plant, in which case the crop is lost. In general the 
dman rice is sown in March, Ajiril, and IMay (Phdlgun, Chaitra, 
and Raisdkh), the same as the du^ rice, and reaped in November 
or December (Agrahdyan and Paush). This desciiption of rice 
is said to comprise no fencr than fifty different varieiies of grain. 
(4) Uri or jarddhdn h an indigenous kind of rice found growing 
in marshes and low-lying grassy tracts. The grain is vei) small, 
ten pounds of paddy producing only, about one ])Ound of the 
husked rice. It is gathered for consumption by the poor people 
only ; the rice is said to be of good quality, alfliough inferior to the 
cultivated sorts. The other cereal crops grown in the District are 
w'heat li;o/iam) and barley i^;ab), but are cultivated only to a very 
small extent, and by a few village!. These are a winter crop ; 
sown in October and November (Kdrtik), and reaped in JMarch and 
, April (Phdlgun). 

Green Crops. — Two kinds of millet are grown, rhind and kangni, 
g^ooth being raised in th^ low-lying lands after the rains, ‘and reaped 
^n March and April. | The pulses cultivated in the District are 
^atar {Pisum sativum)^ kaldi (DoIichtTs pilosus), musuri {Cicer 
Jens), mug {Phaseolus tnungo), and but or gram.* The oil-seeds 
Lre saris /id {mustard)^ til (sesamum), and iisi {linSesd). M^istard is 
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grown tliiefly in the northern division of the District, and in parts 
where the soil is moist, often without aij^^ previous preparation of the 
ground. Orf the higlier sites the land is ploughed. It is sown in 
September and October, and reaped in January and February. Til 
is most extensively c^iltivated along the Lakhmid river, and is 
frequently raised along with a crop of dtnafi rice. It is sown in 
February and reaped in June and^uly. 

Fibres. — Cotton was formerly grown extensively ki the District, 
but its cultivation is now rnuch reduced ; and since the decline 
of the fine Dacca muslins, it has almost entirely ^ceased. It is 
chiefly raised in the northern part of the District. The following 
description of the plant and its mode of cultivation is extracted from 
Taylor’s “ Topography of Dacca” (1840) : — “ The material of which 
the fine Dacca muslins arc made is cittircly the produce of the Dis- 
trict. The plant is r.n annual, and attains the height of about five feet. 
I^ is described by Roxburgh as a variety of the Gossipiiim herbaemm^ 
and is said to differ from the common plant of Bengal in the follow- 
ing particulars ; — 1 1 st,; The branches are more erect, with fewer 
of them, and the lobes of the leaves more pointed ; 2d, the whole 
of the plant is tinged with a reddisii colour, even the petioles and 
nerves of the leaves arc less pubescent; 3d, the peduncles which 
sujiport tlie flowers are longer, and the exterior margins of the petals 
arc tinged with red ; 4th, the staple of the cotton is longer, much 
finer, and softer.’ 'bhis is the dcsi or indigenous cotton of the Dis- 
trict, which has been cultivated in the northern division from time 
immemorial. Formerly, when this article was more extensively 
cultivated than at present, there were different shades of quality 
observable in thf^ staple, which either cannot now be distinguished, 
or have degenerated into one of an inferior degree. They were 
known by the names of Phuti, Nurmd, and Bairait. The cotton of 
the present day, .it is affirmed by the natives, is inferior to what it 
formerly was. The crops arc said to be less abundant, and the fibres, 
though apparently equally fine and soft, are shorter and more firmly 
adherent to the seed thar.i the prodifbv of former years. The Dacca 
cotton, howevdr, notwithstanding the deterioration imputed to it, 
still ranks as an article of finer quality than the produce of other parts 
of Bengal. Of late years, small quantities of it have occasionally 
been exported to the Calcutta Mzdrs, where it always sells at a higher 
price than cotton imported from other parts of the country. Two 
cotton crops are raised in the District ; they are gathered in April and 



FIBRE CROPS OF DACCA DISTRICT; COTTON, 85 

September respectively ; bul the first yields the finest produce, and is 
the one chiefly cultivated. ^'he»seeds whic'/i arc used for sowing arc 
carefully picked, and after having bceii dried in the sun, are preserved 
in an eartlien pot in which oil or gJu has been kept, and the vessel, 
with its mouth stoi)pcd up so as to exclude the air, is hung ui) to 
the roof of the hut, and over the si)ot on wTiich the fire is usually • 
kindled. The high lands itre selened for this crop, and are ploughed 
for eight or t^i’elvc times, up to September and October, when the 
seeds arc sown. This is done in ])arallcl rows, distant about a cubit 
from each oth^, and before the seeds are dropped into the ground 
they are moistened witli water. The cotton plant is liable to injury 
from hailstorms, heavy rain, and caterpillaVs. It impoverishes th& 
soil, and the same field never produces successively more than two 
crops of good cotton. Formarly the ground for cotton was allowed 
to lie fallow every fourth year, and it ap]K‘ars Jp be owing to the 
neglect of this circumstance in the present day that the produce is 
now inferior in quality to that of former times. A good crop is 
estimated at eight maimds per or about* si^venteen and a half 

hundredweights per acre. The northern Tlivision of the District 
produces the best cotton, cspeckilly that portion bordering upon the 
Meghnd and Brahmaputra, in Sonargaon, Kntaisid, Tok, and Jangal- 
bdri, in wdiich this article was chiefly cultivated in former times. 
The soil here, it may be remarked, possesses the different con- 
stituents that are supposed to be essentially necessary to the forma- 
tion of good cotton ground in America, and it is pcrhai)s owing to 
this circumstance that the superiority of the Dacca cotton over that 
grown in other parts of Bengal may be attributed. 

“Baines, in his ‘History of the Cotton Manufactures of Britain,’ 
states that ‘a mixture of silicious and argillac^us "earth is the most 
desirable, with a preponderance of the fopicr d and more lately it . 
would appear that lime has^ been found to constitute one of the in- 
gredients. These different earths ^re present here, especially the 
silica, which is brought down by the Brahmaputra ;jnd renders 
the lands much drier in this p«.it of; the Digriet than in the country 
bordering on the Ganges. The cotton in the northern • division is 
said to swell less than ihe produce of other parts of \he country. 
1 his tendency of the ^ibre to swell in bl^iaching i§ the criterion by 
which the weavers judg« oi its quality, but whether it depends on 
any inherent property in the cotton itself^ or on the water used in 
bleaching, is not known, though there js reason* to believe that it 
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is principally owing to the latter. The thread manufactured at 
Dhdmrdi, which was reported by Mi^BeHb, the Commercial Resident, 
to swell the most, is found by the weavers to be equal to the thread 
of the best factories {a2/rangs)j />., to swell the least, if bleached in 
Dacca ; but the reverse if the water of Dbdmrdi be used in the pro- 
* cess/' A description of the weaving process will be given at a 
subsequent page, when I come t6 treat of the manufactures of the 
District ‘ 

Jute (/a/ or kosJifd ), — A private gentleman in Dacca city has 
kindly furnished me with the following description of the different 
kinds of fibre produced hi the District : — (i) Karfmganj jute, superior 
in fibre, colour, and length; (2) Bhiiwdl jute has a good length of 
staple, but is inferior in other respects ; (3) Bakrdbdd jute, rich in 
colour, possessing a good deal of Vegetable oil, and remarkably 
strong ; (4) Bhiti^l jute, grown in the Amirdbad Fiscal Division ; 
after steeping, it is w^ashed in stagnant water, which renders tlie 
fibre weak ; it likewise discolours by time, but is of a good length. 
The following fibres, though not what are commonly known 
as jute, are sold as such: — (i) Mestd, a coarse fibre of a slightly 
golden colour ; native paper is generally manufactured from it ; (2) 
Micha/, inferior in fibre and colour ; also manufactured into paper. 
(3) Bidd a strong fibi-e of a pinkish hue, with an excess of vege- 
table oil, and very heavy. (4) Mithi, brown in appearance, strong in 
fibre, and of very great length. The gentleman who has favoured 
me with this account is of opinion that this fibre should hold a 
higher place than jute, and has despatched twenty-seven bales of it 
to Dundee for the purpose of having its properties tested. (5) Nalidy 
or long reeds ; G.oarse and strong in fibre, and of the same species as 
mesfdj but supposed to differ slightly from it. (6) Rajat^ a very 
inferior and coarse fibre, growing wild in the jungles. It thrives 
well in a poor so^, where nothing else could be cultivated, and it is 
thought probable that this rdjat^ if introduced into the market, 
would soonp draw the attention of rope-makers and gunny manufac- 
turers, especially as it is<>very<dutabYe^in water. A sample of it has 
been despatched to Dvndee for trial. The jute trade of Dacca is 
now very extensive, and the following particulars regarding its cost 
» of production and price are condensed chiefly^from the History and 
Statistics of the Dacca Division," the native weights being altered to 
their English equivalents. The figures for the later years are obtained 
from special reports. [See aho Accounts of Nadiyd and 24 Pargands.^ 
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An acre of land* will proqtuce on an average an out-turn qf about 
seventeen and a half hundi^dw^ights of jate, produced at a cost of 
about IIS. 6d., made^p as follows: — rent, 4s. ,6d. ; hoeing, 
6s.; weeding, 12s.; cutting and washing, 9s. In the vear 1855 the 
average market price at Ndrainganj was 4s. a hundredweight. Since 
then there has been a gradual increase bofli in price and produc-, 
tion. In 1867 tlie price Was 6s. »a hundredweight, and rates went 
up steadily tiy 1871, w*hen they reached irs. 6d. a hundredweight 
for good quality. Last season (1872-73), however, rates for 
jute were cx(fbptionally Ioav, and -were quoted at about half the 
above rates, or 6s. a hundredweight. Jute, Iiowever, passes through 
several hands before it comes to the Na/dinganj market, and th^ 
whole of the price is not received by the producer. Some cultiva- 
tors grow the staple under adva.nces; and as soon as the crop is off 
the field, it is delivered to the capitalist who ha^made the advance, 
and who takes it at the ruling rate, but with enormous interest for 
his money. Others carry their produce to the nearest village 
market, and dispose of it to ])etty dealers •w’ho bring it to the 
principal marts for sale. Transactions bet\teen these petty dealers 
and the actual purchasers are. carried on by means of a class of 
brokers or commission agents. The Jute Commissioners, at present 
engaged in collecting statistics regarding the cultivation, reported on 
the loth May 1S73 that the e.xpoits of the fibre from Ndrdinganj, 
the great jute mart of Dacca, amounted during the last season, 
1872-73, to from thirty-five to forty thousand tons (between ten 
and eleven Idk/is of maunds), against 21,500 to 25,000 tons during 
the season 1871-72. The fall in prices has seriously affected the 
cultivation, and the coming season’s crop (1873-74) is estimated to 
be two fifths less than that of the last season, "f hope to receive 
the general report of the Jute Commissioners in time to incorporate 
it with my Statistical Account of Pabna District, within which the 
great jute mart of Sirajganj is situated. 

Hemp {son-fd/) is cultivated, but not to any grjeat extent now-a- 
days. The seed is sown in#(ik:tQber anc^ November (Agrahdyan), 
and in March and April (Phdlgun^ the plants are plucked up 
by the roots, tied inrto bundles, and macerated in* the nearest 
marsh or river, until tjie bark and woody parts, by becoming loose, ^ 
are easily detached from each other. • The fibrous part, which 
constitutes the hemp, is then divested of its mucilage by pouring 
water over it, and by gently beating it, upon a Wooden pjank. An 
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acre of good land is estimated to produce about six and a half 
hundredweights of good clean hemp, the price for which in 1839 
was 5s. 5d. ar hundredweight. It was formerly produced in this and 
the neighbouring Districts in large quantities for the use of the 
British navy, and in 1806 no less than forty-one thousand hiindred- 
weiglits were purchasidd by the Commercial Resident in Dacca 
and the surrounding Districts for that purpose The quantity now 
raised is small; it is seldom exported, but used in the manufacture 
of fishing-nets. 

Rhea. — Another important article of cultivation seems likely to 
spring up in the District. The soil is said to be perfectly adapted 
for the growth of Rhea grass, and the following notes on its cultiva- 
tion and manufacture have been kindly furnished to me by the 
gentleman to whom I am indebted for^he short notice of the different 
kinds of jute growm in the District: — “ I transplanted a few specimens 
of Rhea in my garden at the end of July ; they thrived without any 
further attention, and five months afterwards were in wild luxuriance, 
with an average height of five feet. As soon as the roots had gained 
sufficient strength, they sent forth small shoots around the mother- 
plant, and they still continue sending forth similar shoots to the 
present dixy. 1 have had recourse to two experiments in attempting 
to separate the fibre from the stem. 1st, I steeped the plant in 
stagnant waiter for twenty-four hours ; when the fibre softened, I had 
it pulled by the finger-nails, but the process left a slimy vege- 
table matter in the fibre ; 2d, to free it from this I steeped the plant 
in w^ater diluted with potash. This second process freed the fibre 
from the viscous layer, but at the same time took away that glossy 
appearance which the first process had left ; it also appeared to 
reduce the Rhea?' I.i the former process I found great difficulty in 
extracting the fibre from the stem, as the strings from the fibre after 
soaking become entangled together in one confused mass. There 
is no doubt that the Rhea will grow in this District without much care 
or trouble, and become a valuable addition to its products ; but 
in order to carry on these endeavcjm with success, much fruitless 
labour would be saved by the importation of a few skilled Chinese 
well acquainted with tlie growth and manufacture of this valuable 
article."’ 

Miscellaneous Crops. -^Thc following description of the miscel- 
laneous crops grown in Dacca is principally condensed from Taylor’s 
‘‘Topography of Dacca,” and the “History and Statistics of the 
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Dacca Division : — Indigoi^j*^^ also Nadiya Accormf) is chiefly culti- 
vated on newly-formed allu^al cfcposits ; it is sown in October, and 
cut in June and July. These are the autumn sowings*; but in the 
northern part of the District the sowing takes place in spring, about 
February. For indigo cultivation the lands are divided into conve- 
nient parcels, and petty native superintendents are aj)pointed to see 
that the fields are properly plough efl, sown, and weeded, and the plant 
cut in due tim^. When cut, the j)lant is taken to tlie factory in boats, 
and steeped in vats until it fermentsr The water is then drawn off 
into a lower sdt of vats, and beaten by coolies with small paddles 
until the produce settles at the bottom. 'J'he water is then let out, 
and the granular sediment is passed into a boiler, where it is boiled* 
for about five or six hours, and strained through a strong sheet The 
sediment is next put into f»ames and pressed. The cake thus 
made is cut up into smaller ones, and put on sli^lvcs to dry. The 
ordinary market price of Dacca indigo in 1867 was returned at £.2/^ 
a hundredweight. In 1871, the Collector returned the price at from 
^32 a hundredweight. Sugar-cane iS j^anted in Novem- 
ber or December, and cut in February or March of the second 
year. The Dacca molasses is of an inferior cjuality, and is entirely 
consumed in cooking or in the preparation of sweetmeats. The 
sugar used in the town is imported from other Districts. Fdn^ or 
betel-leaf, of three varieties, is cultivated in Dacca. It is planted 
in November or December, and when once grown up, continues 
to yield leaves during several years. There is a good deal of initial 
exi)ense in preparing the ground for cultivation and in construct- 
ing a shelter for the creeper, but the crqp is a very paying one. The 
betel-nut or supdri tree is extensively cultivated in the southern 
part of the District, and yields a considerable Pevenue to proprietors 
of land. It begins to bear about the qighth year, and is most 
productive from that time^up to the sixteenth year, when the pro- 
duce falls off. A large export trade is carried on in this article 
with Rangpur, Assam, and Ardkdn. The cocoa-nut ttee (fidriket) 
is very abundant ; it bears in» (^le #seyenth*year, the average yearly 
yield of one tree being seventy nuts, worth at the pilssent day about 
four shillings, or double* what they were quoted at in 1867. Chilies 
{Jankd) are grown in considerable quantities, and largely exported, 
to Calcutta. Turmeric and ginger {adrak) are chiefly culti- 
vated in the Fiscal Division of Sondrgdqn. TobJcco is raised by 
the cultivators for their own consumption, and a*considerable quan- 
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tity is *imported from Rangpur. Safflo#er cultivation has extended 
very much of late year^, and is non oyb of the main exports of the 
District. The seed is sown in the months of October and Novem- 
ber, and the flower gathered ih February and March. When 
gathered, it is put on a mat, and washed and kneaded with the feet. 
It is then worked 'up into small cakes and dried. From the seed 
an oil is expressed which is usfc,d for burning. The stalk yields 
firewood, and its ashes are prized as potash, whic^i the villagers 
use for washing their clothes The cultivators are said to be 
now beginning to adulterate the cakes in order io add to their 
weight. The average price of the best safflower in 1867 was about 
^^4, I os. a hundrcdwei^lit, but its value depends upon the quality. 
In 1867 Mr A. L. Clay, in his District Report in the ‘‘History and 
Statistics of the Dacca Divi^ion,’^ estimated the cost of sowing and 
cultivating ten big/ids (about 3^ acres) of land with safflower as 
follows: — Digging, los. ; ploughing, ;^T ; seed, 4s.; weeding, 5s.; 
gathering the flower, 6s.; washing, i6s. ; rent, 5s.; total, 

6s. Average yie^, ‘about 123 lbs., which, at ;^4, los. a hundred- 
weight, would be wortli about 19s., leaving a profit of 13s. The 
foregoing figures, however, do not represent the actual expense of 
cultivation, but what it would cost if hired labour was altogether 
employed. In 1873 the average price was officially stated at ;^8, 
4s. _pcr ewi,; the profits are now very large, and steadily rising. 
Produce of 13acca District, 8785 ewis. in 1872-73 ; total exports, 
12,080 cufts. — (^Calcutta Gazette of April 16, 1873). Several kinds 
of gourds and melons, plantains, pine-apples, limes, mango-trees, 
&c., are cultivated in garden land in the immediate vicinity of the 
houses. 

Rice Cultivatiow. — No improvement is visible in the quality of 
the rice grown in the District. The people sow the best kind of rice 
they can get, or what description they choose, without any inter- 
vention or supervision on the part of the superior landlords. With 
the exception of a few patches of wheat and Indian corn, rice is 
the only cereal grown. % The^ aaea land under rice cultivation is 
said to have rather decreased^ of late years owing to the extension of 
the jute crop, but this decrease is local, smd Tias been to a great 
^ extent compensated by hew lands in the ^northern part of the 
District which have beerf cleared and brought under cultivation. 
The following aYe the names of the rice plant in its various stages : — 
As seed *it is called hij ; the young plant is called jdld ; before the 
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ear appears, hail; when ium grown, dhdn; the unshelled rice# is also 
called by the same name ; disked rice, chdftl; and boiled rice, bhdt. 
The principal solid preparations made from rice are lis follows : — 
Khaiy paddy slightly parched and then husked, sold at about three 
farthings a pound ; Uiird, paddy steeped in^ water and afterwards 
fried and husked, three farthings a pound ; nniri^ paddy boiled and ■ 
afterwards parched and httsked, v^old at the same rate. Another 
preparation caWed bhini is sold at threepence a pound. The chief 
liquid preparation made from rice x^aclmtai, or rice beer, but which 
is only made ^r home consumption, and is not sold. It is manu- 
factured by fermenting steeped rice with a substance called bdkar. 
For a list of the different sorts of rice grown, see my Account o^ 
the neighbouring District of Fan'dpur. 

Area ; Out turn of Crc«\s &c.— According to the Surveyor- 
General, the area of the District is 2902 sf|uare i»ilcs. The Collec- 
tor, however, returns it at 3217 previous to transfers in 
Cultivated, 2245 square miles, or upwards of two-thirds of the whole 
area of the District ; lands fallow, or temporarily jDut of cultivation, 
24 square miles; cultivable forest land, 672 square miles; unciil- 
livable area, including marshes, lakes, and rivers, with tlie exception 
of the great rivers Meghnd and Ganges, 276 square miles. Total, 
3217. No statistics exist showing the cultivation of each kind of 
crop ; but the Collector is of opinion that, speaking roughly, in the 
rains IhreeTifths of the cultivated area arc under rice, one-fifth is 
fallow, and one-fifth under jute ; and that in the dry season two-fifths 
are under oil-seeds and pulses, two-fifths fallow, and one-fitth under 
other croi'is. The best sorts of ricc-pj;(3ducing land pay a rent of 
from 9s. to i2s. an acre, the average rates being for high rice land 
4s. 8d. an acre, low rice land 4s. 6d. an acre,*and jute land 4s. 4d. 
an acre. In Bikrampur Fiscal Division, tl^e yield of paddy is from 
about thirteen to seventeen and a half hundredweights per acjre ; and 
in Bhdwdl Fiscal Division, from tw«nty-two to twenty-six hundred- 
weights per acre for the best varieties of land. In the former Fiscal 
Division the rent is regulated •byuhf derncind for the land, and in 
the latter according to its fertility, l^his lai^d bcarS only one crop 
of rice during the year* In Bikrampur paddy sells on an average 
at from forty to forty-^five pounds for is.,*and in Bhdwdl from forty- . 
five to fifty-five pounds«for is. In winter, after the paddy crop is 
reaped, a second crop of mustard-seed and, various ITind of pulses is 
raised from the rice -fields. An acre ofi land generally produces an 
average of about four and a half hundredweights of mustard, valued 
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at from 8s. to 9s. 6d. a hundredweight Dr from four and a half to 
six and a half hundredv^feights of pulsei^ jf the worth of from 3s. 4d. 
to 4s. 9d. a hundredweight. In Bhawal Fiscal Division there is 
generally no second crop, but in Ml other parts of the District it is 
customary to raise a second crop on the same land after the paddy 
has been harvested, ^'he average out-turn and value of an acre of 
two-cro]:) land is stated to be abdut as fdllows : — rice, fifteen and a 
third hundredweights of paddy, value ^2, 2s. ; mustard, four and a 
half hundredweights, value ;^2^2S. ; total, ^^'*4, 4s., exclusive of the 
value of the straw, which would be worth about 9s. more. This 
average out-turn is very much less than the estimate as given in the 
“ History and Statistics of the Dacca Division,” which is believed 
to be excessive. But the estimate given here does not include jute or 
safflower cultivation, tlie proiits from -which are greater. The yield 
of jute is generally, seventeen hundredweights per acre, worth about 
gs. 4d. a hundredweight ; and nearly every husbandman with a farm 
of five acres has at least a patch of two-thirds of an acre under jute. 
As before stated, however, the price of jute in the past season 
(1872-73) w'as exceptionally low, and only amounted to about 6s. a 
hundredweight, as reported by the Jute Commissioners. 

Position of the Cultivators. — farm of above seventeen 
acres is considered as e,K:ceptionally large, and one below three 
and a half acres as an exceptionally small one. About eight acres 
would make a comfortable-sized holding, although a single pair of 
bullocks cannot cultivate more than about three and a half acres of 
land, as the oxen arc very small and weak. A holding of five 
acres would make a peasjint as well off as a petty shopkeeper, 
and w'ould enable him to live as comfortably as a man with a 
monthly salary of sixteen shillings. This amount is very little to 
support a family upon ; but a cultivator with five acres of land raises 
nearly everything necessary for his own support, and the sale of his 
surplus produce makes him vjell off. The husbandmen seldom 
change thejr holdings, and the same land generally descends from 
father to son; so that most of the ^ oaltiva tors may be said to have 
a sort of right of occupancy, although when a dispute occurs with 
the superior landlord the cultivator generally loses the case. The 
number of husbandmen >^ho are acknowledged to hold their lands 
with a right of occupancy^ and as such registered in the Courts, is 
only 214. The' cultivators of the char or alluvial lands have no right 
of occupancy, as they frequently change their place of abode. None 
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of the husbandmen have leen acknowledged as possessing a right 
to hold their lands in pelbetuity withoutf enhancement of rent. 
Dacca is not a District where the Land Law (Act X. tf 1859) has 
been much worked ; and in laitd cases for enhancement in the 
Courts the cultivator seldom alleges that he holds at a fixed rent, 
but merely objects to the grounds of enhancement. A statement 
of the cases and applicatfens untb^r this Act will be found in the 
administrative ^portion of this Statistical Account. I'hcre are a few 
cases of proprietors of small estates in the District who own, 
occupy, and cuftivate their hereditary estates without either a supe- 
rior landlord (zammddr) above them, or a sub-holder {Jzrishdn) or 
labourer of any sort under them. A peasafit with a midtlling-sized^ 
household of five persons can live comfortably on an income of 
about 4s., whether in ca^i or in kind. Most households are 
suijported on a very small amount in cash, a^id the sum here 
mentioned is the money vaiue of what a household buying every- 
thing would require. The husbandmen, as a rule, are in debt; 
but not for food or cost of living. It is on ftcc^unt of other ex- 
I)enses, such as marriages, &c., that they gef into debt. The pre- 
sent Collector of the District states that he has not personally met 
with cases of cultivators getting into debt for seed, except in very 
^ bad years. Altogether, the position of J:he husbandmen of Dacca 
may be taken to be a very fair one, and as a class they are generally 
well off. 

The Domestic Animals of the District are oxen, used for 
agricultural purposes ; buffaloes, generally used for their milk ; and 
cows, horses, sheep, goals, pigs, and finvls, reared for food, or as 
articles of trade. An average cow sells from to 4s. ; a pair 
of oxen from ;^3 to ^^3, los. ; a pair of buffaloes from j[^(i to ^7 ; 
a score of sheep 5 a score of kids, JQ2, los. ; a score of fuU-grown 
pigs from jQ'j to according to the Collector’s Report in 1871. 

The principal Agricultural Implements are as folfows : — 
Plough ( 7 id//^a/) ; jodl CMre); harrow (//la/) ; another description of 
harrow (achrd) \ clod-crusher {j^dri) ; sicki|i (Mc/d); spade {knddli). 
With one plough a husbandman is able to cultivate about- five acres 
of land, but he would require two i)airs of oxen for plo\ighing (see 
last page). The cattle cost ^^5 to andlhe implements about 
los. ; the whole represenfing a capital of*from £ 6 , los. to ;3^7, los. 

Ploughing commences at sunrise and ceases ^t noon, during 
which the two sets of oxen are employecj alternatdy. The {ice plant 
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is cut about three feet from the ear, an cl is tied up into sheaves of 
about a span in circumVerence. It is conveyed to the cultivator’s 
hut either by water, or on a hurdle drawn by cattle, and is 
usually stacked. The grain is separated from the ear by being 
trodden out by the cattle. After being winnowed it is dried in the 
sun, and then stored upon a raised stage of mats and bamboos 
within the hut. Pulse, mustard-seed, &nd all the smaller grains, 
are beaten out with a stick. The husking of paddy ds usually per- 
formed by means of a large wooden pestle and mortar in the country, 
and by means of a contrivance worked by a in the 

towns. The boundaries of fields consist of ridges of earth about 
eighteen inches in breadth, and from two to three feet in height. 
Tiiese arc called diis, and in the interior parts of the District con- 
stitute the only pathways. The elevated fields in villages, on which 
the more valuably products are raised, are usually separated from 
each other by ditches and fences of bamboo, rattan, or other thorny 
plant. 

WaCiES and PRjci^rs. — Wages have considerably increased of late 
years, and as far back as 1837 the causes of it are thus stated in 
Dr Taylor’s ‘‘ Topography of Dacca” : — “ The repeal of the duties on 
the exportation of grain ; the abolition of the Arcot currency, which 
had long pressed as a hca^vy burden on the agricultural classes, the 
Permanent Settlement, the rapid decline of manufactures, and the 
introduction of indigo and safflower as articles of produce for foreign 
markets, have all contributed to produce an extension of cultivation, 
and to raise the price of agricultural and common labour con- 
siderably above what it w/zs in former times.” According to the 
District Records, ordinary day labourers earned 7s. 6d. a month in 
1837, bricklayers, Ss.yand carpenters, 15s. 3 in 1862 the wages of ordi- 
nary labourers amounted to los. (?), bricklayers, ios.,and carpenters, 
i8s. per month. In 1871 the price of labour was as follows : — Day 
labourers from los. to 12s., blacksmiths, jQi, goldsmiths, £1, 4s., 
bricklayers^^ ;2^i,»4S., and carpenters, jQi, 6s. per month. 

Prices of food have tv)w riseni in*<pf oportion to the increased rate 
of wages. • In ‘1823 common rice sold at 2s. 2d. a hundredweight; 
in 1838 it was as low as is. 9d ; in 1850 it Was 2s.’'4|d. a hundred- 
weight ; in i860; 4s. lod.**; and in 1862, 2Si. gd a hundredweight. 
The Collector returns thd prices in 1 871 ‘as under : — Best cleaned 
rice, 4s. 5d. a hundredweight ; common quality, 3s. p^d. a hundred- 
weight ; ^best unshelled rice, 2s. 4d. a hundredweight ; common 
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quality ditto, is. 8d. a huncircdweigbl ; wheat, 6s. 2d. a huudred- 
weight; indigo, to ;£*32 \l hundredweiejif; molasses, los. i id. (?) 
a hundredweight. During the famine of 1866 the price of the best 
kind of rice rose to 19s. id., and liiat of the .coarser description to 
13s. 7d. a hundredweight. The following price-current per hundred- 
weight of the more important articles importecl or produced in the 
District is compiled from ^ staterhcnt given at page 121 of the 
“ History and Statistics of the Dacca Division.’’ It must be borne 
in mind that the figures refer to the year 1866 or 1867 : — Jute, from 
5s. 5d. to 6s. S hundredweight ; linseed, 7s. 6d. ; mustard-seed, 
7s. 2d. j ///-seed, 6s. lod. ; india-rubber, stick lac, £1^ is. 

; shell lac, jQi, 14s. 4d. ; seed lac, 8s. 8d. ; betcl-nut, from 
19s. 4d. to jQij os. 8d. ; tobacco leaf, from 10s. lold. to jQi, is. 
qd. ; turmeric, 14s. 8d. ; cleaned cotton, ^3; cotton with seed, ;^i, 
os. 4d. ; dried chilies, 13s. 8d. ; mustard oil, 8s. 8d. ; gram, 
from 5s. to 5s. qd. ; ka/di, 4s.; inug^ 6s. iid. ; wheat, 7s. 4d. 
barley, 6s. 8d. j Dacca soap, ;^i, 6s. 8d. ; pepper, £1, 13s. 4d. ; salt, 
13s. 4d. ; beeswax, from is. to ^6 ; zinc, ;^t, ^fis. 8d.; tin, 

6s. 8d. ; English iron, 13s. 4d. ; Swedish iron, i8s. 8d. ; copper, new, 
^6, 13s. 4d. ; copper, old, £^, 13s. 4d. ; gunny bags, from £1, 
7s. to £1, los. per hundred; hides, from £12 to ^15, 14s. per 
hundred. 

Weights and Measures. — The local measures of time are as 
follow : — 60 anupal --- i pal ; 60 pal— i danda ; 2J danda- i ghantd 
(hour) ; 3 gluiNid or 7J danda = i praliar ; 8 prahar — i dibas^ day 
and night; 7 days-i saptdha ; 15 days i paksha ; 365 days - i 
balsar or year. Gold, silver, spices, n^cdicincs, thread, and fine 
cloth are weighed by the following standard : — 4 dlidn = 1 rati; 8 
rati-i mdslid ; 12 vidslid - i tidd, equal to i8o^ grains troy weight. 
The weights for heavier substances are *.—5 told -\ chhaidk ; t6 
cliliatdk-- i scr ; 5 ser ~- 1 pasuri ; 8 pasiiri— i ?nan ox 77 iaund^ equal 
to 82 pounds avoirdupois. Land measure is* as follows : — the short 
measures are called an;;uli^ the breadth of a thumb ; didtli^^^ inches ; 
and tial, a measure varying fron-p^to*! i ^ feefe A rasi is equal to 120 
feet; a kdni to i acre, i rood, and 18 perches; and a/ 7 /?/Vi to 5 acres, 
2 roods, and 12 perches? Distance has no special loc^l measure- 
ment, but is only expressed by the time taken in making a journey. 

Landless Day-Labourers. — There is!* a tendency towards the 
growth of a distinct class of day-Ial^ourers in thtif District, who 
neither possess nor rent fand. As land, gets mofe scarce, a class 
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of day-labourers of this description naftirally springs up. There is 
also a number of cultivators whose*- holdings are not sufficiently large 
for the support of their increasing families, and who hire themselves 
out as day-labourers to their wealthier neighbours in the harvest- 
time. This class of people, however, is not very largely employed. 
In the case of lands for which help is required in the ploughing, the 
necessary assistance is given by the co-dperation of the neighbours, 
and not by means of hired labour. Agricultural day-labourers, 
called krishdnSj are generally employed at reaping-time. When they 
are paid in produce, they receive a share of froi'ii one-eighth to 
one-fifth of the crop, according to the nature of their labour. In 
cases where seed and cattle are sui)plied by the cultivator, the land 
is let on what is termed bJidgy or division tenure. When the 
crop is ripe it is cut by the krishd'is, who receive their share for 
their labour, and .the remainder is divided between the owner of the 
;field and the person who su])plied seed and ploughing cattle, with the 
labour up to the time of reaping. The proprietor of tlie land receives 
sometimes one-third and sometimes half of the crop after the krishdns 
have taken their share. This, however, may be considered rather 
as a sort of sub letting than of cultivation by hired labour. Children 
are employed in the fields as soon as they are old enough to 
render assistance to tlieir i)arcnts. Women^s work is generally 
confined to the house, but the more elderly among them are occa- 
sionally employed in gathering safflower in the field. The case is 
otherwise, however, with the Bund and Koch women in the Bhdwdl 
tract, who are freely employed in field-work in the same manner as 
the men. 

Spark T.and. — T here is not much spare land in the southern 
part of the District, but in the Bhawal Fiscal Division ’n the 
north the proportion of uncultivated land is very great. This is 
owing to the jungly character of that tract, and the sparseness of 
the population. The husbandmen dislike the toil of clearing jungle, 
but when that is done for them by the Tipperahs or Kochs, they 
occupy and cultivate tl^e land, €in4 in this manner cultivation in the 
northern part bf the District^is steadily increasing. 

Land 1'enures. — The tenures between ♦he superior landlord and 
the cultivator are those known as faint, shikmi, idhik, haivdld, and 
ijdrd, and their subordinate tenures. The fathi tenure is distinguished 
from the rest, in so far as it becomes by law summarily saleable for 
arrears ©f rent tvTice in the, year. Shikmi and hawdld are dependent 
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tenures of a permanent naiure, anc^ saleable. The ijdrd Jenure 
is a temporary lease. Wilh regard to tlfe greater part of the 
lands in Dacca, the superior landlords {zaminddrs) deal directly 
with the actual cultivators. The* former collect the rei^ts directly 
from the husbandmen, and pay the Government share themselves 
into the Collectorate. This District, therefore, differs considerably 
from tlie neighbouring ones t)f Bakatganj and Tipperah. The tenures 
are simple, an^ there are never more than two middlemen, the 
tdlukddr and hawdldddr. Nor docs a tehdency appear on the part 
of landlords to^create an undue number of those under-tenures 
which exist elsewhere, and the absence of which lends to the good 
of the cultivators. 

The foregoing is a very brief mention of the different classCvS of 
intermediate tenures in the District it may be well, however, to 
reproduce the following paragraphs from Mr Cla^^’s Report in the 
“ History and Statistics of the Dacca Division,” as illustrating the 
growth of our land system and its many different tenures : — “ Under 
the village system of the Hindus, deductions \^re made from the 
produce of land for the support of those wh(? discharged the muni- 
cipal functions of the community — as, for instance, the headman, 
the accountant, the village watchman, the schoolmaster, the Brdhman 
priest, astrologer, &:c. The remainder was shared between the king 
and the cultivator, and the king’s share was called rdjaswa^ which is 
now used to signify revenue. This royal share was received in kind 
or money ; and the village headman, who transacted all the business 
of the community with the Government, was responsible for its 
regular payment. The collection was. probably attended with little 
difficulty, the king being regarded watli superstitious veneration as a 
supernatural being, from wdiom the rayat would m soon have thought 
of withholding his dues as of omitting his daily pujd to the gods. 

“With the conquest of the country by thc*Muhammadans, changes 
were introduced, into the sykem of jollectioYi. Oliicers, removable 
at will, were appointed to realise the Government demand from the 
cultivators ; retaining for their %^Mll benefit aipr surplus that they were 
able to exact These officers were called zaminddrs^ tind appear to 
have been, as a rule, a «apacious and extortionate class.* Enjoying 
often but a short term of office, they made it their first object to 
amass as much wealth isj:)ossible before giving over charge to the 
jiext collector, and under various pretences made -exorbitant and 
extraordinary demands, >^hich came to be known as abivdby mathauty 
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nazan, &c. The cultivators on their I part endeavoured, by every 
means in their' power, to evade payment of rent, and, being hopeless 
of profit, made no endeavour to improve theif lands, but rather tried 
to keep the cultivation as low as possible. 

“When the British Government assumed the dkvdm^ they found a 
system of short-term settlements prevailing, the pernicious effects of 
which soon became apparent. They found the zamhiddr in receipt 
of rent from the cultivators, and occupying in many respects the 
position of a landlord ; it was therefore decided that he was the 
person to whom Government should look for payment of the 
land revenue. fAfter much deliberation, the famous Decennial 
Settlement was drawn up, and, with the sanction of the Court of 
Directors, was eventually made permanent. Rightly or wrongly, 
the effect of the revenue system enacted by the Regulations of 1793 
has undoubtedly been to constitute the zaminddr^ to all intents and 
nurposcs, a landed proprietor, subject only to the periodical pay- 
ment of a fixed' amount to Government. Any discussion of that 
much-vexed question, the justice or injustice of the Permanent Settle- 
ment, would here be out of place. It is sufficient to observe that, 
in a financial and fiscal point of view, it was undoubtedly superior to 
the former system of short settlements, as creating a feeling of security 
among the landlords, and. offering every inducement to extension of 
cultivation and improvement of estates. The Decennial Settlement 
was commenced in this District in the year 1791, and Avas completed 
in 1794. 

“ There are no large landed estates {zaminddris) in the District. 
The largest pays an annual revenue of less than ;^i5oo; and there 
are only four whose revenue exceeds ^j^’iooo. Of estates on the rent- 
roll, the number paying revenue of one rupee and under is more 
than one-tenth of the whole. This is accounted for by the fact that 
the bulk of the jeople in the District were in former times public 
servants, who received small grants of land from Government, 
or from the zaminddrs^ or superior idlukddrs^ seldom for money paid 
but for services ren deiced. At the? Decennial Settlement they had 
their lands s^paratel;^ assessed, and formed into separate estates. 
The§e are called khdrijd huzuriy or indepoiident taluks. There are 
also numerous dependent tdluks which pay rent or revenue to, or 
through, the zaminddrs aifd independent idlukddrs. An independent 
khdrijd or huMri tdhik\% land which once formed part of a zamin- 
ddriy bui has since been separated, and formed into an estate paying 



'SETTLEMENT AND LA AD TENURES. 


99 


revenue direct to Government. A dependent, or j//i/w/7(r77 is- 
land paying revenue through thd proprietor** of another, the parent 
estate. A hawdld is a tenure of a perma’tent, hereditary, and trans- 
ferable nature, subordinate to a dependent tdhik., and paying rent to 
the holder thereof. There are a few 7 itm-haw(^ldsy or tenures subor- 
dinate to Jimmlds, held under nearly the same conditions as the 
hawdlds themselves. 

Dependent ^r shdmildt taluks are of several denominations, and 
confer different rights, according to the terms of the deed creating 
them. A s/ttk??B taluk confers a permanent and immutable right of 
tenure. It is hereditary and transferable, and not liable to variation 
of rent. A fuaia'usi taluk is hereditary, but not necessarily otherwise 
transferable. Its rent is liable to variation or not, according to the 
terms of the original deed. A^nushahJshi taluk is held at a lixetl 
rental, and is hereditary, but not otherwise trai'^ferable. Pattd-i 
taluks are tenures held under leases granted by the zaminddr or supe-^ 
rior landholder. They are not transferable, except by succession, 
are liable to variation of rent, in the absence from t^c agreement of 
any })rovision to the contrary. The zaminddr can resume these 
tenures on failure of heirs. Jangalbiui tdlukddrs are those who hold 
land on condition of clearing it of jungle ; they have the same rights 
as the zaminddrs in whose estate they q/e included. Zar-khaVid 
tdlukddrs may be mentioned, but they are very rare. 

“ The following rent-free tenures exist ; — nafardn and ndnkdry or 
lands given to slaves and servants for their maintenance ; clidkrdn^ 
lands given to servants as wages ; pfikdn, lands given to /diks or 
armed retainers ; debottar^ lands given for the service of the gods j 
and hruhnottar.^ or lands given to Brahmans or priests on occasions 
of religious ceremonies. Pirdn and chirdgdn art lands given to pirs 
or Muhammadan saint.s, and to defray the ^expense of illuminating 
mosques. 

The Regulations of 1793 J*ecogni8ed two classes of cultivators — 
khudkdsht and pdikdsht ; the former cultivated lands in, their own 
village, and were called reside* ttcuJtivators^ They could net be 
ejected, even by a purchaser at a sale for. arrears of "re venue ; but 
their rent was liable to e«hancement, unless they could Throve that 
the rate had been unchanged foj more than twelve years before the 
Permanent Settlement. * Pdikdskt ray ats, (fr non-resident cultivators, 
were mere tenants-at-will, and could be ejected at aliy time ; their 
rents were of course liable to enhancerrvent. Acf X. of 1859 has 
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abolished these distinctions, and cultivators are now divided into 
three classes, viz., first, cultivator^, entitled to hold at fixed rates ; 
second, cultivators with rights of occupancy ; third, tenants-at-wilL”* 

The Census Report gives the fbllowing as the numbjsr of persons 
who derive their living from the soil : — Superior landlords {zam'tn- 
ddrs), 1970; large leaseholders {ijdrdddrs), 57 ; holders of rent-free 
tenures {Idkhii'djadrs), 57 ; subordinate landlords (Jdlukddrs\ 9333 ; 
holders of permanent tenures at a fixed rate of rent \patniddri), 77 } 
cultivators, 280,698; small leaseholders with permanent rights 
{hmodldddrs)^ i ; land stewards or managers {gtimKshtds\ 41 ; rent 
collectors (tahst/ddrs), 2566 ; village accountants {patiadrts), 266 ; 
holders of lands on a tenure of military service (pdtks), 56 ; zamin- 
ddri servants, 394 ; dafdddrs, 8 ; dkifdns^ 30 ; village headmen, 96 ; 
managers of estates {fidihs )\' 6 \ total, 295,656. This list only gives 
those who derive their sole income from land. Nearly every one 
jn the District has a patch of ground, which he either cultivates him- 
self or by means of hired labour. [See also my Chapter on Tmures 
at the end of t hi ^ volumcI\ 

Rates of Rent.— -The cultivated land in the District may be said 
to be divided into three classes, namely, (i) bo 7 'o land, in which only 
rice grows, and the rent of which varies from is. lo-Jd, to 4s. 6d. an 
acre ; (3) dus land, on wh’ch the autumn rice crop is raised, fetches 
from 3s. to 6s. an acre ; (3) dmafi land, for the cultivation of winter 
rice, and also suited for the best kinds of crops, is the most valuable 
description of land in the District, and is’assessed at from 4s. 6d. to 
9s. an acre. Exceptionally good rice land sometimes rents as high 
as I2S. an acre. 

A cultivator who constructs raised homestead lands (hhiti) is 
charged no rent foi three years. Sugar-cane, cotton, safflower, and 
indigo lands are let at rates which vary in different parts of the 
country^ The rent of dnian land, for sugar-cane cultivation is gene- 
rally 25 or 30 per cent, more than if it were used for rice cultivation. 
Lands prcyilucirig two crops in the year are assessed at about one-fifth 
more rent than land v/hich oniy ^e-ars one crop ; but when any of 
the more valuable products^ such as safflower or cotton, constitute 
the second crop, the rate is about one-third*'more. The changes pro- 
duced on the soil by the Tivers occasion a corresnondincr alteration in 
the value of the land. 

In 1872, the Collector reported to the Bengal Government the 
rates oUxent of lands producing the principal crops in different parts 
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of the District to be as follows. They substantially agree w^th the 
returns furnished to me by the Collector in tiie previous year : — 


List of Rates prevailing in the District of Dacca. 


Rate per Stand- 
ard Bigha. 

f- 

Rate per Acre. 

Max. 

Min. 

Max. 

Min. 

RS. A. I*. 

RS. A. r. 

us. A. r. 

US. A.R. 

t 9 0 

040 

4-IT 0 

0 12 0 

lit 0 

040 

510 

0 12 0 

200 

020 

Goo 

060 

• 


• 


080 

060 

1 8 0 

12 0 

Jo 7 0 

060 

* 5 0 

1 2 ^ 

• 




too 

0 T 2 0 

3 0 

240 

28b 

: I 8 o' 

780 

480 

300 

2 0 0 

goo 

G 0 0 




• 

0 IS 2 

0 13 3 

2 13 6 

2 7 9 

0 15 2 

011 4 

2 13 b 

2 2 0 

0 12 0 

0 7 6 

2 40 

t 6 G 

0 10 0 

080 

I 0 

180 


Division of 
District. 


Description of Land. 


Remarks. 


North; 


East,. 


1 


South,... ■< 


West,., 


[Hig;h rice land, includ- 
ing sit|p.r-cune, 

Low r Iceland, . . 

Rice and jute, mus- 
tard, safflower, &c., 


High rice laud, one 
crop, 

Low rice land, ditto, 
Rice orjulc land, mu.s- 
t.u-d, and cold-wca- 
tlier crops, 

Date-tree land, 

Garden land, . 

High rice land — sugar- 
cane and jute, 

Low rice land, . 

High rice land— jute 
and cold - weather 
crops, . 

Low rice land, . 


The average rates of 
the north of the Dis- 
trict were got by tak- 
ing the rates of 535 
villages— ^ 

High rice land, 12 6 
Low rice land, 12 o 
[Jute, 8:c., . . 11 6 

\ There is not much of 
S this land. 


[This is the richest land 
in the District, but 
held by petty land- 
lords, and in many 
shares. 

The low land is more 
uniform in quality 
than the high, hence 
r.atcs vai-y less. 


No Records ’exist showing the old 'rates of rent for the different 
descriptions of land in the various Fiscal Divisions, and the Collector 
has been unable to ascertfiin the rateVhich prevailed before the 
Permanent Settlement. The Land Law of Bengal, Act X. of 1859, 
has been very little worked in this District, and has not resulted in 
any general enhancement of rents. Rents,* however, have generally 
increased amicably, and wifliout any reference to ttte Courts • and it 
is only in cases where there was previous bad feeling between the 
landlord and tenant, or where Ij-pdlord demanded too great or 
too sudden a rise, that Act X. was resorted fo. TIie« Collector is of 
opinion that the general rise of renfs sinct this Land Law was 
introduced is about 50 per cent, abgvc the . old rates, but 
this increase has almos^* entirely taken# place since i866*. The * 
statistics of a village in which the rates were contest^ are as follow; 
bhiti land, former rate*7s. 6d. an acre,* enhanced rate 8s. an acre ; 
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paddy land, formerly 3s. 4|d., 3s., and 2s. 9.|d. an acre, enhanced 
rate 4s. an acre ; glass land, former rate 4s. 6d, an acre, enhanced 
rate 6s. 4|dr an acre. 

* Manure is not generally used in the District, and for rice land 
not at all. A little is used for sugar-cane where the soil is poor, the 
(Quantity depending upon the nature of the ground. It is impossible 
to estimate the cost of manuring* an acrd of land, for such a thing as 
the sale of manure is unknown. It simply consifts of cow-dung 
burned. Mustard oil-cake, however, is sometimes used as a manure 
in the pan gardens of Sondrgilon ; and in Bikramj 5 ar, plantains are 
manured with the bedding and refuse of cow-houses, and the vege- 
table or alluvial matter found on the sides of ditches. A weed 
called pdnd^ which grows luxuriantly on the surface of morasses, 
is sometimes used to manure thci roots of betel and cocoa-nut 
trees. The usu?l method of enriching ordinary rice land is by 
burning the weeds and stubble, and* sprinkling the ash over the 

Vield. 

Irrigatio^i is^only practised to a small extent in the north of the 
District for rice-fields? The process is as follows : — A small ridge 
of earth is constructed round the field, and the water is raised by 
means of a long wooden trough called a don. The cost is almost 
nothing, and consists only of the value of the trough, say eighteen 
pence or two shillings, and a very small amount of labour expended. 
AVells arc never used for purposes of irrigation. In the southern 
part of the District, where the demand for land is severe, fields 
are seldom allowed to remain fallow ; but in the northern tract the 
practice of allowing land to remain fallow and recruit itself exists, 
although not to any great extent. In this part, if a field is kept 
continually under cultivation for three or four years, it is generally 
allowed to remain untilled for one year. Rotation of crops is not 
practised. 

Natural Calamities, suclj, as bliglit, drought, and flood, are 
common to the District. As causes of blight, two species of cater- 
pillar are very dcstructjye to the lic^ crop, one feeding on the ears, 
and the other ‘on the leaves of the plant. There is also a small dark- 
coloured beetle which commits serious injury. This insect appears 
suddenly, and generally v in large flights; it destroys the grain by 
squeezing out the milky ‘juice with its fUre-arms, leaving the husk 
empty and flattened. Locusts are rare, and almost unknown to 
the peasants ; however, they made their a^ipearance in the District 
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in 1866, but did not do much harm. Blights have not occurred on 
a sufficiently large scale, within th^ memory of the present generation, 
as to affect the general harvest of the District. Land crabs commit 
mischief among the crops by cutting the stalks of the plants, and 
Dr Taylor records that in 1791 the Fiscal Division of Bozargomedpur 
and its vicinity suffered so much from this cause, that the payment 
of revenue to the extent of ^4226 vas suspended by Government. 
Hailstorms occasionally do great harm to the summer rice crop ; and 
sucli is the dread of them, that, according to Dr Taylor, a class of 
persons find a livelihood by pretending to protect the fields from their 
effects. A similar class of magicians exist in Central India.- 

Floods occasionally do serious harm to* the crops, and some- 
times give rise to great distress among the people. They are caused 
by heavy rainfalls early in the ^ason, ai well as by the rising of the 
rivers before they enter the District. In 1787-^8 a terrible inun- 
dation occurred, and was • succeeded by the severest famine. 
The following brief account of the calamity is condensed from Dr 
Taylor’s “ Topography of Dacca ; ” — The rains set in early in the 
month of March, and continued incessantly*up to the middle of 
July, when the rivers rose to an unprecedented height, and inundated 
the whole of llie country to an extent never remembered, before. 
The streets of Dacca, which in ordinary ^seasons of inundation are 
several feet above the highest level of the rivers, were submerged to a 
depth sufficient to admit of boats sailing along them, while through- 
out the country the inhabitants were obliged to quit their huts and 
betake themselves to rafts or raised stages of bamboos. * In July the 
supplies of grain in the city became scanty, and the ruin ol the early 
crops, ^with the unfavourable prospects of the winter harvest, had the 
effect of raising the price of provisions from Uiree to four hundred 
per cent, higher than tliat of ordinary seasons, d’hc famine reached 
its height in April 1788, whdn in many parts* of the District there was 
scarcely any rice procurable,* even at Jhe price of threepence abound. 
Between nine and ten thousand persons were fed dail^ by public 
contribution, but numbers diej g>f starvation. It is estimated that 
sixty thousand persons perished during the inundation gind subse- 
quent famine. The lose of property* occasioned by this calamity 
was very great. The landlords were unable to pay their revenues, 
and subsequently, front tlfie loss of cultivators and cattle, their lands 
remained untilled for a considerable time. Several Fiscal Divi- 
sions were deprived of three -fourths of their •inhabitants, who 
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either died or emigrated, and the lands were in consequence soon 
overrun with jungle aifd infested with wild beasts. Again, in 1833 
or 1834, the people say there was a great flood in the District, and 
that it swept away a large number of animals and destroyed the crops. 
No account of this inundation, however, is to be found in the Dis- 
trict Records. ■ In 1^70, also, the water rose very high, and caused 
considerable destruction to the l6w-lying' lands ; but owing to the in- 
fluences of trade, the good crop in parts which were .not reached by 
the flood, and the abundant cold-weather harvest which followed, 
there was not much distress- among the people. Nh embankments 
exist ‘in the District, and the Collector does not think there is any 
necessity for the constrliction of such protective works. A regular 
inundation occurs in consequence of the low character of the deltas 
of the Ganges, the Jamund., tind the.Meghnd, of which this District 
is a portion. ^ 

Droughts may arise from the absence of local rainfall, as in 
1865. Sometimes the rains set in too late in the season, so that 
the husbandmen cannot plant their fields at the usual time, and the 
young shoots are inundated by the rising of the rivers before they are 
strong enough to withstand it. They cannot force their heads above 
the water, and so die. At Other times the rains cease too early, in 
consequence of which the paddy is parched up, and the winter 
crop fails. Drought, however, unless it is very excessive, is here 
generally productive of less serious consequences than inundation. 
The drought of 1S65, which preceded the famine of that year, is well 
remembered in Dacca ; but it was not so severe, nor was the dis- 
tress so great, as in other Districts. No other case of scarcity from 
drought is spoken of as having occurred within the memory of the 
present generation. «.No means are adopted as safeguards against 
drought. The Collector states that there is a demand in the District 
for canals for the purposes of internal communication, but not for 
, irrigation. In his opinion, the construction of irrigation canals would 
present considerable engineering difficulties ; and, besides, droughts 
occur so seldom, that the expense ol quaking them would be thrown 
away. 

Compensating Influences in Floods r and Droughts. — The 
proportion of cultivable Iwigli to cultivable low lands in the District 
is but small, and although it is true that‘um flood years the high 
lands produce heavier crops than ordinarily, they do not yield so 
large an out-turn as to compensate for the loss on the lower levels. 
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Again, in cases of 'brought, the marshy lands not ordinarily culti- 
vated might yield crops if brought under tdlage, but generally it is 
too late to do this, and even then they would not compensate for tlie 
loss in other quarters. Dacca does not maintain its population with 
its own produce, but depends in a great measure on Maimansinh, 
Silhet, Tipperah, and Bdkarganj for food- importations, and so long 
as these Districts are safe,* there Is little fear for Dacca. As an 
eltamplc of thi^ the Collector mentions that although half the crops 
of the District failed owing to the flood of 1870, the price of rice 
the following yfar was less than it was before the inundation. That 
gentleman considers that, owing to the increased and improved 
ifieans* of communication, a local famine in* Eastern Bengal is now 
impossible. He states that, with the exception of the year 1866-67, 
he can find no year previous io i87o*m which a flood, drought or 
blight, exercised any marked influence on prices j^uthin the present 
century. 

Famine AVarnings. — During the height of the famine of 1866-67 
the maximum price of grain was, for best cleanej^ rice, 19s. id. 
a hundredweight, for common rice 13s. yd. a hundredweight, and 
for paddy 6s. pd. a hundredweight. In 1864, before the famine, 
paddy sold at 2s. 4d. a hundredweight, which is about the same as 
the present rate ; prices have therefore pow returned to what they 
were before the famine. In 1866 the Government undertook no 
relief operations in the District, nor, in the opinion of thej Collector, 
were any such operations required. Ordinary rice was then 13s. 7d. 
a hundredweight, and no doubt a few people did die of actual 
famine, and still more of diseases induced by privation, but the 
Collector does not consider that the state of things in Dacca ever 
reached a point at which the interference of Government was neces- 
sary. There wa^ great distress no doubt^ but Government relief 
is so extraordinary a measure, and affects the whole country so 
seriously, that the Collector did not think Chat th*e point at which 
state relief becomes necessary, w’as reaefhed. In his opipion, there 
would have been but comparatively little distress had the- price 
of common rice not risen higher than los. iid. a hundredweight. 
Famine rates, the Collector thinks, were just reached in* 1866, and 
rice at 13s. 7d. a hundredweight might be taken* as the highest 
rate then. But the ptaihntry, as a rulef have now become richer 
than thqy were in 1866, and he believes that at present rice at 
i6s. a hundredweight wotild represent what 13s. Jd. did tijen. It 
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is har^ to say exactly what should be considered as a warning of 
famine in Dacca, becahse the experience of 1870 shows that the 
crops of the District itself have but little to do with the price of 
food. The best warning would be a threatened scarcity in Bikar- 
ganj, Silhet, Maimansinh, and Tipperah. I'he chief crop grown 
within the Dacca District is the d 7 na 7 i rice, and no dus crop, how- 
ever good, would compensate fdv its loSs. If the price of rice in 
January or February, soon after the winter harvest, ^were to go <lp 
to 8s. a hundredweight, it would, in the opinion of the Collector, be 
a distinct warning of famine later in the year. The means at the 
disposal of the District are ample to avert the extremity of famine. 
The communication v^ithin the District itself is not good, but 
its water communication with other parts of the country is per- 
fect. The crop of Maimansinh can /:onie to Dacca by the Jamuna, 
Bansf, Lakhmia, and Meghna rivers ; that of Silhet and Tipperah by 
the Meghna; that of Brlkarganj by the Mcghnd and Aridl Khdn ; 
that of the north-west by the Ganges ; while Calcutta can send sup- 
plies by means^of the Eastern Bengal Railway. A famine such as 
that which occurred in Orissa is all but impossible in Dacca at the 
present day. 

Forkign and Absentee Landholders. — The principal P'.uropean 
landlord in the District is Mr J. P. Wise, who is the proprietor of 
several indigo factories and estates (za 7 ?imddris), A Mr I). Dornbal 
also owns 9. factory, and some smaller landed estates {tdlitks). As 
the names of proprietors are not invariably registered when lands 
or estates change hands, it is not possible to ascertain from 
the Register the number of Musalmdn proprietors, and the amount 
of revenue paid by them. Speaking roughly, the Collector is of 
opinion that about*-one-fourth of the landed proprietors of the 
District are Muhammadans, paying a Government revenue of 
The most important and wealthiest Musalmdn proprietor 
is Khwdjd Abdul Gaili. The principal absentee lainjlord of the 
District is, Diwdn Ildhi NiWdz of Maimansinh. The other large 
proprietors are all natiyes and ueshl^nts of the District, and no large 
proportion of land is owned by absentee landlords. 

Roads And Means of c6MMUNicATioN*/~-There is but one im- 
portant road under the supervision of the Public Works Department 
in the whole District. It extends from the suspension bridge over 
the Doldi Khdl to Baidyd Bdzdr on the west bank of the Meghnd, a 
distance of sixteen miles, ^nd forms a part' of the main route which 
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connects Dacca and Chittagong vid Ddddk^ndi and KumiHl It 
has also a branch leading from tiie main road to the landing-place 
atNirdinganj. From Dacca to Nirdingrinj the road is metalled; but 
the rest of its course is only an ordinary unmetalled country road. 
Along this road there are two ferries to cross and six bridges 
of solid brick-work, all very old, but in good preservation. The 
average annual cost of ift mainfcnance and repairs amounts to 
about ^190. .I'lie roads in the District under local management 
areas follow: — (i) The most important is the road from Dacca 
city, which ruifs northward throughout the whole of the Bhdwdl 
jungles to a point on the Lakhmia river- near Tok, a distance of 
forty-five miles. From this point the road ?s carried on to the Civil 
Station of Maimansinh. I’lie country through which it passes is 
mostly dry and elevated, and therefore fcadily passable at -all seasons 
of the year. The Collector in 1872 reported^that this and the 
foregoing road were the only ones, outside the town, which were 
fit for wheeled traffic. The road is unmetalled, but is said to be 
belter than many nietalled country roads, owing to t^e soil being for 
the most part hard red clay. About ;^2oo*are annually spent on 
its ordinary repairs, besides from ;^5o to ;:^ioo for constructing 
masonry bridges, which are being gradually substituted for wooden 
ones. The Tungi bridge over the BiOii Creek on this river is 
worthy of notice. It is a solid structure of masonry and stone-work, 
flanked with turrets at the approaches on each side, and distant 
about fourteen miles to the north of the city. It has three arches, 
the centre one of which was blown up by Mr Carnac, the Magis- 
trate during the mutiny. The breach, however, has been repaired 
with timber, and the bridge is in full use. It is stated to have been 
constructed during the time of the Muhamn&adans, but there is 
some doubt as to the exact period of its erection. (2) A.ro'^d from 
the subdivisional^ station of Munshiganj tq Srinagar, a distance of 
about sixteen miles. This road is cply partially bridged, and*is very 
expensive, owing to the friable nature of the soil. Ujj to 1871 it 
had cost not less than ;)£^3oo^^ear, and was then little more than 
i footpath* This road has a branch about a mile knd a half long 
leading to Jaunsdr, con^structed at the expense of the* late Small 
Cause Court Judge at that place, and* costing* about a 

fear in repairs. (3) A *t)ad leading from the Subdivisional Head 
Quarters of Manikganj to the town of the same name,* situated on the 
west bank of the Dhaldlswari. This road* is abdlit two nicies long. 
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and costs only a trifling sum annually for repairs. (4) A road 
from Kerdniganj opposite Dacca to Koldtid, seven miles on the way 
towards Mdrikganj. Hitherto this has been a mere unbridged path, 
but it will form the basis of an intended road to God,landa on the 
Ganges, the present terminus of the Eastern Bengal Railway. . (5) 
The Lonsinh road in the police section of Mulfatganj. This is a 
short line made by private parties; about ;^io a year are spent in 
keeping it up. (6) Another private road’ has been, constructed by 
Bdbu KdU Ndrdyan Chaudhri, a rich landholder of Bhdwdl, from the 
Maimansinh road- about eight miles north of 1 ungi, to Jaidebpur, 
his place of residence. I'his road is kept in excellent order by the 
above-named gentlemen. With the exception of the line from Dacca 
to Ndrainganj, none of these roads are used to any great extent for 
purposes of traffic, nor have any large markets sprung up upon 
their route. Th^ Collector believes that there is not a single cart 
in the rural parts of the District, as boats are the only means of 
traffic, and new markets are founded on the banks of rivers and 
streams, not upon roads. The line of telegraph from Dacca to Chitta- 
gong was commenced in December 1858, and completed about the 
end of the following year. There is no railway in the District, and 
only one canal on which toll is levied, namely the Dolai Khill, 
extending from the town of Dacca to Trimohini on the Balu Creek, en 
route to Demrd. I’his canal was opened on the 4th May 1864, and 
the levy of toll commenced from April 1867. This toll is levied as 
long as the canal remains open for boats of above two tons burden ; 
that is, up to November, when the toll is suspended and renewed 
the following April, when the khdl again becomes navigable. The 
toll levied is at the rate of threepence per four tons burden on all 
boats of two tons ^burden or upwards. The canal is intended to 
meet the requirements of the traffic to and from the eastern Districts; 
it runs through low marshy country, and no villages of any impor- 
tance exist on its banks. ^ 

Mines.— There are no mines or quarries or precious stones found 
in the District, nor is any gold-waali^g carried on in the beds of the 
rivers. The otily mineral yet found is iron ore, which occurs in 
masses and nodules in the red soil of the, northern tract, and lies 
on the surface. • Formeidy iron was smelted from the soil, but the 
quantity obtained was probably not large, the manufacture would 
not pay now, The metal was also said to have been of an inferior 
quality. ^ The locality o^ the smelting furhaces is indicated by the 
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heaps of slag or refuse still found near Jaidebpur in Bhdwil, and 
now used as a top-dressing for the city roads. 

Manufactures. — The principal manufactures of th(? District are 
cotton weaving, embroidery, silver-work, shell-work, and pottery. 

Weaving. — The following account of this nyiniifacture is extracted 
from p. 29 of the “History and Statistics of the Dacca Division 
the present Collector of th6 District reports it to be trustworthy and 
correct : — “ Siftce the almost total annihilation of the once flourish- 
ing trade in Dacca muslins, the manufactures of the town have become 
comparatively iTi significant. The muslin trade is now estimated to 
be less than a fourth of what it used to be in former days. Dr 
Taylor says that some thirty-six different kinds of cloth were manu- 
factured in the District, the bulk of which was made of English twist, 
country thread being used for ihe very*fmcst muslins only. Those 
of the most delicate texture were known by the nmmes of dFrmxhin 
or ‘running water,’ and s/ialmam or ‘evening dew,’ from the fa.cL of 
their being, when w^et, almost undistinguishable from these liquids. It 
is said that in the time of Jahdngir, a piece of db-rawm muslin could 
be manufactured fifteen feet by three, and weighing only five sikkds or 
nine hundred grains, the price of which was ^£40, The finest that can 
be made in the present day (1840), of the above dimensions, weighs 
about nine sikkds, or one thousand six l^indred grains, and is sold 
for £10. Since Dr Taylor wrote, the manufacture has greatly fallen 
off, and these finer kinds are not now made, except to order,” The 
process of weaving is as follows : — “ The weaver erects his loom 
under a shed, or the roof of his own house. To admit light the hut 
is open on all sides; a pit is dug in th^ floor to give room for the 
lower jpart of the gear and the weaver’s legs as he sits at work; and 
above the loom^ a canopy of mats is erected to firotect the web from 
dust and rain dropping from the roof. Thp number of implements 
used in converting the raw material into thread, and weaving the 
latter into the finest muslin, is said to amount to 126. They are all 
made of small pieces of bamboo or reed, tied together with twine or 
thread; and the style of their co«sffru€tion is sp rude,^that every i/eaver 
can make them for himself. To save tjme, how’ever, they are usually 
; bought 'ready-made in tlB5 bdzdr. . The thread is dressed ‘with starch 
^ made of parched rice, and after being expdsed to the sun for some 
^ time, is wound ofif up?)n**two small whedls, which are held by the 
weaver in each hand as he forms the warp.^ This is* done between 
four bamboo stakes driven into the grgund. A *comb is*use*d to 
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separate the threads of the warp, every alternate thread of which 
passes through a corresponding loop of a thread chain which is con- 
nected with “the gear above and the treadles below. There are two 
of these chains of thread loops, which are attached one to each 
treadle, by means of which the threads of the warp are alternately 
raised and depressed, to* allow the shuttle to pass between them. 
This latter is not so sharp pointed as the Pmglish shuttle, and instead 
of there being a fixed bobbin inside, the thread of the woof is wound 
upon a small piece of reed which revolves upon an iron pin. The 
most favourable time for weaving fine muslins is . during the rains, 
when the moisture of the air prevents the thread from breaking. In 
dry, hot weather, while weaving the 'finest fabrics, it is necessary to 
keep shallow vessels of water beneath the web, the evaporation from 
which keeps the warp moist. The- weavers are mostly Hindus.’^ 
The finest species of muslins are made without any pattern, but 
opotted muslins, both white and coloured, are extensively made. 
The patterns are embroidered afterwards by hand, and some of the 
stars, sprigs ofufiower.s, &:c., arc very pretty. Coarse cloth is woven 
all over tlie District by Jogis, but is not worthy of any special notice* 
The following is chiefly condensed from Taylor and Clay. 

Embroidery. — This art is chiefly jmactised by the Musalnidns, 
who carry it to a high pitch of excellence, and who display a dexter- 
ity in the use of the needle fully equal to that of the Hindus at the 
spindle and loom, 'fhe trade is now said to be in the hands of a 
few people, and the work is mostly done to order. Rifugdrs, or 
darners, are persons employed to repair muslins tliat have been in- 
jured during bleaching, and, also to mark and form the headings of 
cloths with gold and silver thread. An expert person of thi^s class 
can remove a thread the whole length of a web of muslin, and replace 
it with one of a similp,r quality. Although the demand for fine 
flowered muslin^ has almost died away, there is still a tolerably brisk 
business in a description of doth called kasidd or cloths flowered 
with miigc or tasar silk. These cloths, principally made of 
English twist, have the^ pattern ‘of^tlte flower or ornament which is 
intended to be worke(J stamped upon them with a red dye by a class 
of workmen called chi^igdrs. They are •then distributed to the 
embroiderers, who are supplied with silk for the purpose, and occa- 
sionally with ah advance df money. Suc& kasidds are exported by 
Arab merchants to Persia, Egypt, and Turkey, where they are chiefly 
used as turbans. In Dr Taylor’s time about twenty thousand, pieces 
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of this cloth were annually worked in Dacca. The patterns u^ed in 
the embroidery of tablecloths afe generally flower scrolls, and are 
most beautifully worked. With regard to other branches of embroi- 
dery, but which are not now generally practised, the following is 
mentioned in Taylor’s Topography of Dac^ja The flowering 
of muslin dresses is performed by a set of embroiderers called 
chdkandds, and the embroidSring of*muslins, scarfs, and shawls with 
silk by workme* called zarddrs. The latter description of work is 
highly esteemed in Europe, and was (1840) in a much more flourish- 
ing condition thSn any other kind of Dacca manufacture. The scarfs 
and shawls are imported from Calcutta, and are worked to order, 
chiefly for transmission to England. In 1839 about a thousand were 
manufactured. 'The principal embroiderers are Musalmdn women of 
the lower classes, and the wiv«s of dJIbbds (washermen), who are 
glad to devote what spare time they have to earning a little money 
this way,” This industry has'also declined. ,, 

Gold and Silver Work. — I'hc Dacca workmen are expert 
in all filagrce-work, and also make bracelets, np.ik chains, ear 
and nose rings, and other ornaments, which are exported to 
different parts of the country, but are not equal either to the similar 
manufacture of Cattack or Bdnkura. They can imitate any pattern, 
but are quite unable to make a plain iDoiished surface. Gold and 
silver are sold by the told (180 grains troy). 'Diere is no fixed charge 
for workmanship, which varies according to the nature of the article 
manufactured, and the amount of work bestowed upon it. For plain 
work, from 7^d. to 9d. per told is the usual charge. 

vShell-Work. — The following accoiint^of this branch of industry 
is conypiled in an abbreviated form from Mr Clay’s account in the 
“ History and Statistics of the Dacca Division ” 1^— The manufacture 
of shell bracelets forms an important branclj of industry in the city. 
About four hundred or five hundred shell-cutters, wdio all reside 
in one bdz^r, form a very industrious* and hard-working community. 
There are several distinct operations in the making of these bracelets. 
The shells are first prepared fof the saw ,by haying the points 
Icnocked off with a hammer; they are ^ then sjawn into rings, after- 
wards polished, and then^carved, coloured, or left plain, a*s the case 
nay be. Some of the more elaborate brackets are 'made of several 
ings beautifully joined Agelher, neatly engraved with different devices, 
md brilliantly coloured. The sawyer sits on the ground, and jams 
the shell on which he is working betweet^ his foot*and a skim^ of 
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wood .fixed in the floor. The saw used is shaped like an arc 
of a circle ; it has no te®eth, but the. lower edge is notched ; tlie edge 
being oiled* to make it cut freely. The shells from which these 
bracelets are made are univalves ; they are brought up to Calcutta by 
vessels from the Maldives, Ceylon, and the Madras coast, where they 
have been p\ij|^hased by men sent from Dacca. About ^5000 are 
annually spent by Dacca merchants in the purchase of such shells. 
The following are the varieties of univalves from whi^h the bracelets 
are made : — Titkaurl sankhd^ a valuable shell which comes from 
Ceylon, and costs i6s. a hundred; pdii, another sh 611 from Ceylon, 
which comes from Adam’s Bridge, a line of sunken reefs between 
Ceylon and the extremity of the Indian peninsula, and which also 
sells at 1 6s. a hundred ; dhalld shells sell from 8s. the \mvn\rQ<\'‘,Jakdzt 
sankhd^ from 12s. the hundred; garkakz shells, from the Madras coast, 
sell for 7s. the hundred. Three kinds of very valuable shells from 
JBombay are also met with, the sur/i^ dodnd patty and dldPild. The 
first description costs 30s. the hundred, and the other two £^2^ los. 
the hundred. , These shells are sold in large quantities in the city, 
and at all the great annual fairs, and form a favourite ornament of the 
Hindu women. They are sold by the pair; plain ^\dnte. rings fetch- 
ing from IS. to 4s., 6s., or 8s., while carved or coloured bracelets sell 
for as much as or 4s. the pair. 

Pottery. — This is extensively manufactured all over the District. 
The soil is well adapted for pottery, and common articles are 
made in large quantities. The old patterns are still adhered to. 
The wheel is now universally used in this manufacture, although 
this was not the custom formerly. I'he other prineijjal branches 
of industry in the city and District are boat-building, the manufac- 
ture of* mustard and other oils, soap, paper, &c. Muslin and fine 
cotton cloths are bleached by • steeping them in a vessel of soap 
and water, after which they are wrung out and spread upon a smooth 
field. When dry they’ are put, into an earthen vessel, and cautiously 
boiled. T^ey are allowed to remain in the boiler for one night, and 
next day they are bejten upon fiie washerman’s board, and then 
spread out to dry. This alternate process of boiling and bleaching 
is repeated four or Ave times ; the last lime with the addition of 
diluted lime-juice. 

Condition of the Manufacturing Ola^sses. — Tlie condition of 
the gold and 'silver smiths and shell-workers is, as a rule, decidedly 
comfortable. THey labour jn their own houses on their own account, 
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and generally a father and his sons, or two or more brothers, •work 
together in partnership. Hired labour is also tmjdoyed, but no well- 
marked distinction between labour and capital has taken place in 
cither of these trades. The same remarks apply also to the potters, 
although they are not generally so well-off as the above-named 
classes. It is totally different, however, with regard to a large part 
of the weaving community in the city. Plere there is a decided 
distinction between capital and labour. Although it cannot be said 
that there are now no weavers who work in their own houses and on 
their own account, as was the case in former times, yet there are a 
very great number who, although working in their own houses, 
manufacture the cloth on account of merchants and traders 
(jnahdjans). These remarks apply even more forcibly to the 
embroidery trade, which is almcfet entirely carried on by means of 
hired labour, and by a system of advances. The Aistom is to keep 
the worker continually in the merchant’s debt, and thus ensure the t 
work being done chea.ply. This is more particularly the case in the 
kasidd trade, in which advances are made very o^tensively. Although 
there is no manufacture in the District wdiich has absolutely died 
out, the muslin and cotton cloth trade has nearly become extinct, as 
the following figures, showing the value of cotton goods which passed . 
as exports through the Dacca Custom-ho«se in different years be- 
tween 1817, when the English Commercial Residency w^as abolished, 
and 1835, will show: — In 1817-18 they amounted to ^152,497; in 
1825-26 they had fallen to ^62,918 ; in 1829-30 to ;^5o,48S ; and 
in 1834-35 to ;;^38,712. Since then they have dwindled almost to 
nothing. A class of people called fiafar or ghuldm^ literally bonds- 
men, ar^ common in the District, but they are not attached to any 
kind of manufacture, and, beyond the name, are i?ow perfectly free. 

Commerce and Trade, — The list of large towns and seats of com- 
merce has been already givep, but the following is a, more detailed 
statement of the various articles of import and export. The principal 
exports consist of kasidds and embroidered cloths and mu»lins, sent 
to Bassarah and Jedda, from wl^flce^they ara re-exported to Egypt 
and Turkey; indigo, safflower, and jute. to Calcutta; otter-skins to 
China ; hides to Calcutta'; betel-nuts to Rajpgpur, Assam*, Ardkdn, 
and Pegu ; cheese and preserved fruits to the I -ower’ Province^ and 
to Jedda and Bassarah ; *clftlies and onions fo Chittagong ; and soap, 
shell bracelets, and copper utensils to different parts o/the country. 
The articles received in exchange consist of European piece* goo*ds 

VOL. VI. " H 



1 14 STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF DACCA DISTRICT. 

and fcotton thread, rige, tobacco, timber, salt, silk, brass and iron 
utensils, &c. The towns of DaCta and Ndrdinganj are also marts 
for the produce of the surrounding Districts; grain and oil-seeds 
are imported from Silhet, Maimansinh, and Tipperah, chiefly to 
Ndrdinganj, for transmission to other parts of the country. The 
District trade is almost entirely carried on in the towns, or in 
markets lielcl on fixed days at the villages. A large annual commer- 
cial fair is held at Munshiganj, which commences* at the full moon 
of the month of Kdrtik (falling within October or November), and 
usually lasts about three weeks. The majority of dealers and 
manufacturers who occupy booths come from the city and District 
of Dacca, but a few arrive from more remote parts, such as cloth and 
brocade merchants from Amritsar, dealers from Delhi, Maghs from 
Ardkdn who bring catechu and Other commodities for sale, &c. 
Bamboos are bibught from Silhet, and Sundri wood from the SuA- 
darbans. Nearly all goods, European or native, which are in general 
demand may be procured at this fair. A police force is always 
specially told^ff to keep order. Although the number of people that 
attend this gathering has never been correctly ascertained, the lowest 
estimate puts it down at fifty thousand. Other fairs are held in the 
, District at Ndngalband, Dhdmrdi, and Mdnikganj, but they are 
principally for religious purposes, and althoiigli a little trade is carried 
. on, it is only in petty articles such as people attending a fair are 
likely fo buy, and docs not affect the commerce of the District to 
any appreciable extent. With the exception of a few Musalmdns 
and Christians, all the merchants are Hindus. I'hose that belong to 
the city, export their goodj^ to Calcutta ; and those who are natives of 
the Upper Provinces, carry on a traffic with that part of the,country 
by means of the GSnges. The cloth merchants repair to Calcutta in 
November to dispose .of their investments to the masters of Arab 
ships^ A good deal of petty trade is parried on by small joint-stock 
companies, consisting of a number of individuals to whom the mer- 
chandise belongs, and also of the owners and crews of the boats, 
who instead of wage? receiver a®cfertain share of the profit of the 
speculation. Formerly, in ,its palmy days, Dacca was a District in 
which the export of ^manufactured articles, consisting chiefly of 
muslips, greatly exceeded the imports in value, particularly as at 
that time, although the population was stflaller, the land under rice- 
cultivation was quite as, large, if not larger than at present, and con- 
sequently food-f^ains were not an article of import. Latterly the 
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muslin trade has declined year by year, and the District has grown 
poor ; population has increased af the same time, and rice had to be 
imported, rendering the balance of trade against the District. The de- 
velopment, or rather the introduction, of jute, safflower, and oil-seeds 
as articles of cultivation, and the rapid extension of the two former 
of late years, has again turned the scale, and the Collector states that 
at the present time tliere is no doubt that the balance of trade is in 
favour of the D^trict. The bank operations during* the jute season 
show this most decidedly, and the increased prosperity of the culti- 
vators proves that their land is profitable. The change practically 
amounts to this, that formerly the District jvas rich from a trade 
which required an outlet such as the Court at Delhi afforded, for the 
fine Dacca muslin is iwactically useless for any European purposes; 
while at the present day the District is ^making its fortune by jute 
and other crops for the h'uropean niarket. 

Capital. — Accumulations of capital are hoarded to a great ex- , 
tent; but not so much as formerly, some of the richer class of 
traders {s/idhds) having now become very considerable landholders. 
Among several of the cultivating classes accumulations of money are 
employed in trade; but as a rule they are either hoarded and buried 
in the earth, or are laid out in jewellery, which, from the readiness 
with which it can be fiawned, is almost as -good as cash. The rates 
of interest charged for loans vary greatly; but the following may 
only be taken as a carefully-ascertained average. In small transac- 
tions, when the borrower pawns some article such as ornaments 
or household 'vessels equal to the sum lent, the nominal rate of 
interest is one shilling and tjirccpence iij the pound per mensem, 
or 75 per cent, per annum. This is an enormous rate, but it 
is still current. The Collector states that he ^las not met with 
any case of higher interest than 4 .his ; low'ejr rates are* sometimes 
obtained, but that mentioned above is the most ^ common^ rate 
of interest charged. Large loan transactions, when a loan is 
granted upon moveable property, are not very common. iHie Col- 
lector mentions a case in whith* interest at 48 per cent, was 
given in a case of this description, but states tljat the ordinary rate 
is about half this sum. Ib large transaction^ where a mdrtgage is 
given on houses or land, the rate of interest varies from 8 to 
24 per cent, the average* rate being fif)m 10 to 14 per cent. 
Petty agricultural advances to the cultiA^ators upon the ^^jer- 
‘Sonal security of the borrower are not common in the District. 
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Neither are petty advances to the husbandmen, the amount being 
secured to the Jender by a lien upon the crops, usual ; and when 
such cases do occur, it is generally w’hen a man has urgent need of 
a certain sum, and sells or pawns his crop for this sum in advance. 
Such cases are a aort of lottery to the purchaser, and it is difficult to 
fix the rate of interest. The return expected from money invested 
in landed property or estates is the lowest of all rates of interest, as 
there is always a demand for this kind of property. It varies in 
different parts of the District, and the Collector states that he has 
known cases, particularly in Bikrampur Fiscal Division, where the 
return could not possibly exceed 3 per cent, upon the purchase 
money. Six per cent., however, on the whole, may be taken as the 
average return from such property. The Bank of Bengal have 
opened out a branch in tne town of Dacca, and there are also 
several large native banking-houses. Loans to the cultivators are 
generally made by some one in the borrower’s village, usually the 
village merchant * or larger shopkeepers. Sometimes, too, these 
advances are made^by the petty shopkeepers and other well-to-do 
people. The town banking establishments are established chiefly 
for trading purposes. 

Imported Capital. — The largest indigo planter and European 
landholder in Dacca is .Mr J. P. Wise, who owns nearly all the 
factories of the District except those in the extrerhe north-west 
corner, which belong to the Eastern Bengal Indigo Company. Most 
of the factories now held by Mr AVise originally belonged to a Dr 
Lamb, but the present owner has possessed them for the last forty 
years. No statistics that could be given with regard to Mr Wise’s 
expenditure would indicate the real cost of cultivation, becs^se that 
gentlemen, as a lalge landholder, can always get his labour cheap; 
and he also- lets the fields in the neighbourhood of indigo lands at 
low rents in order to ensure the cultivators acting with him. More- 
over, a very large number of the labourers employed by him are 
his own cultivators. His expenditure on indigo cultivation in 1870 
is returned at, ;^29,o47. Pfoffts#from indigo vary so much that 
some years the retijrn is ^enormous, while in others the cost of 
cultivation is scarcel;^ covered. Very kittle imported capital is 
employed in the District, as Mr Wise’s was made here. That 
employed by the Eastern Bengal In^fgd Company is of small 
amotint. No trustworthy figures can be given regarding the total 
vaRie of the manufactures^of Dacca. 
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Institutions and Societies. — The following are the mo«t im- 
portant native institutions in the* District : — (i) Kdchddid Hitakarf 
Sabhd; a .benevolent society, the object of which is the clear- 
ing of jungle, improving of roads, distribution of alms, &c. (2) 

Bikrampur Hitasddhinf ; a similar -society, fhe object of which 
is the improvement of Bikrampur .Fiscal Division. (3) Subhakarf 
Sabhd ; an institution established to promote the education of the 
lower classes ahd of females, to further which end they publish a 
cheap Bengali .pgper called the Subha Sddhini, (4) Antashpur Strf 
Sikshd Bidhdyinf Sabhd ; another institution for the encouragement 
of female education. (5) Brdhma Samdj ; described on a previous 
page. (6) Hindu Dharma Rakshini Sabhd. The object of this last- 
mentioned society is the preservation of the orthodox Hindu reli- 
gion, especially against the innovations of the Brdhma Samdj. The 
Dacca Institute is an institution similar to the Calciflta Social Science 
Association, and consists of both European and native members.# 
The Christian religious institutions consist of the different churches 
of the Church of England, Roman Catholics, Baptiifts, and Arme- 
nians. An account of the educational institutions of Dacca will be 
given on a subsequent page. 

Newspapers and Printing Presses. — The principal English 
journal is the Bengal limes y lately coaled tlie Dacca Neii^Sy a 
weekly periodical with an estimated circulation of about 250. It 
represents the interests of the great landholders and indigo and 
tea planters. The Weekly Times is a literary journal conducted 
by students, and contains essays written by them. It has an 
estimated circulation of about 100. The Dacca Prakds is one of the 
most r^pectable of the vernacular papers. It represents the political 
views of the educated natives generally, and is Sbly conducted. It 
is printed in Bengali, and has an estimated circulation of about 300 
copies. The Hituiu Hiiaishim is the organ of the DJiarnia Rajeshinf 
Sabhd, and as such is of course very orthodox in its religious views. 
Politically it has the same views as the Dacca Prakds, Ifr is printed 
in Bengali, and has an estimatSd circulation of 2 Sq copies. The 
Banga Bandhu is the organ of the mgst advanced secti6n of the 
Brdhmas, and is both a* political and religious paper. In politics 
it holds the same views as ^the Dacca PrakdSy the Ptindu Hiiaishiniy 
and other vernacular * papers ; but in matters of religion* it is 
utterly opposed to the, last-named paper. It is printctl in 
Bengali, and has an average circulation of about 300 copies? The 
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Hitabari and Subha ^ddhifti^ both printed in Bengali, are two 
iwa\ c\\eap papers sold for a ‘■pice, the smallest copper coin 
current in ‘India, equal to one and a half farthings pf English 
money. These papers were started almost at the same time, and 
the object of both jsrto bring.social and political topics before the 
masses in a cheap form, and in a language suited to their capa- 
city. Both papers studiously avoid religious controversies. Their 
average .circulation is between 500 and 600 copies. The Mitra 
Prakds^ a bi-monthly journal printed in Bengali, is a. literary rather 
than a political paper. There are four general printing presses in 
Dacca District which undertake ordinary printing — the Bengal Thnes 
press, which prints in English only ; the Dacca FraMs, which prints 
generally in Bengali, but occasionally in English ; and the Hindu 
Hitaishini and Grish-Jantrci^ which print only in Bengali. 

Income. — The' estimated income of Dacca District, as calculated 
for the purposes of the Income-Tax Act of 1870, namely, the total 
amount of incomes exceeding per annum, was ;!^5o7,395. The 
amount of income-tq;c realised in 1870-71, with the rate of assess- 
ment at 3I per cent., was 5,875. In the following year the rate 
of the tax was reduced to cent., and the minimum of incomes 

liable to assessment raised to ;^75 per annum ; the amount of tax 
realised in 1871-72 was ^(^44^;^. 

History of the District. — The following local history of the 
District is reproduced from Mr A. L. Clay's Report. Some of 
the subsequent facts seem questionable : — ‘‘ Very little is known 
of the early history of Dacca. There is a tradition that the 
celebrated Hindu Rdji Bjkramdditya held his court in the south- 
ern portion of the District for some years, and gave hif name 
to the Pargand of'^ Bikrampur. The Bhuiyd, or Buddhist Rdjds 
(founders of the Pdl dynasty of the Kings of Bengal) are the next 
rulers^ spoken 0/. Three of them tool? up their abode in this Dis- 
trict, to the north of the Burfgangd and Dhaleswarf, where the sites 
of their capitals are still to be seen. Jas Pdl resided at Mddhabpur 
in Tdlibdbdd ^ Harfs Chandra ‘■at^Kdtibdri, near Sdbhdr; and Sisu 
Pdl at Kdpdsid in Bhdwdl. , The dynasty of Adisur is supposed to 
have been contemporaneous with that of Ae Pdl Rdjds, and to have 
held sway in the tract lying south of the Burfgangd river. Rdjd 
BalldUSen is here considered to have ‘‘been the immediate suc- 
cessvs-x of Adisur in thp government of Bikrampur, and is said to 
haVe been reigning at the w time this part of Bengal was conquered 
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by the Muhammadans. Traces of his residence are still to be seen 
at a short distance from the old fort of Idrakpur.” 

I temporarily take leave of the report. Like most others drawn 
up by the District Officers, it throws valuable light upon the 
local annals. But whenever it impinges up^n general history, it 
depends on evidence which the Compiler can seldom test, and 
as a matter of fact, the Dacca Report represents the state 01 
.historical know 4 edge in 1780. Mr Blochmann supplies me with 
the following facts. The Bengal territory conquered in 1203-4 by 
the Muhammadans did not comprise the Eastern Districts, the 
Bangadesh proper, which remained in the possession of Balldl 
Sen s descendants till the end of the thirtecntn century, when 
Sondrgdon was occupied by the grandsons of the Emperor Balban. 

Muhammad Tughli^ conq-ftered Eastern Bengal also, 
and divided it into three Provinces, Lakhnaiiti, Sdtgdon, .and 
Sondrgion including Dacca. The gov^ernor of the last Province^ 
was Tatdr Bahrdm Khan. On his death in r338, his armour- 
bearer Fakhr-ud-din seized the government, and rcijjned for more 
than ten years under the title of Mubdrak Shdh. After an 
unsuccessful attempt by his son and his son-in-law to retain 
possession of tlie Eastern Districts, the whole of Bengal was, in 
1351, united by Shams-ud-dm llids Slvih and his son Sikandar 
Shdh ; Sondrgdon near Dacca becoming the residence of the 
governors, generally sons of the reigning king. Hence Sondrgdon 
and the Eastern Districts were the centres of frequent rebellions. 
Thus Azam Shdh, Sikandar’s son, proclaimed his independence 
in Sondrgdon, where he invited the jpoet Hdfiz to^ his court. 
Undei;Azam Shah’s successors, the throne of Bengal was usurped 
by Rdjd Kdns, and the Eastern Districts fell « pray to the Rdjds 
of Tipperah, Asswim, and Ardkdn. But al)out 1445, Bengal was 
again united under Mahmud Shdh (I.), a descendant of llids Shdh, 
whose family reigned till 1487. Dgring their reigns, the Eastern 
Districts formed tlie Province of Muazzamdbdd, whicl\ extended 
from the Meghnd to Ldur in^ Silhet, whilst the country round 
about Dacca, FarfJpur, and Bdkarganj \^a.s called -Jaldldbdd 
and Fathidbdd. ^ Then fbllowed the house qf the usurper Hussain 
Shdh, the greatest king Bengal has had, who extended his power 
from the Eastern Disfrids over the- whdle of Bengal. In 1538, 
Sher Shdh commenced to reign. Sondrgdon was *the te«i*inus 
of the grand trunk road which he mad^. His Afghdn siw:ce.^sors 
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succui^ibed to the Mughuls. I now return to the official report. The 
A%hdns, when driven by Akbar from inner Bengal, ‘‘ took refuge 
in the frontier Districts of Orissa and Dacca. Here they established 
themselves, and erected forts at Ganakpdrd and Guripdrd, near 
Dhdmrdi. On the Efoperor Akbar’s death in 1605, Usmdn Khdn, 
one of their chiefs, collected an army of 20,000 men and was pro- 
claimed King. He overran the lower paft of Bengal, and maintained 
his position till 1612, when he was defeated and slain by the 
Mughuls in a battle in Eastern Bengal (erroneously spoken of as in 
Orissa). Isldm Khdn was then Governor of the Province ; and after 
this victory he is said to^ have removed the seat of government from 
Rdjmahal to Dacca. Stewart, in his ‘ History of Bengal,’ says that 
this event took place four years earlier, and mentions a descent by 
the Maghs upon the coast as the probable cause of the transfer. 

‘‘ The only othe^* noteworthy event mentioned in connection with 
Jsldm Khdn’s government is an incursion by the united forces of the 
Portuguese and Maghs, supported by the Rdja of Ardkdn. The 
invaders laid TOste the eastern bank of the Meghnd, and proceeded 
as far up as Lakhmipur, where they were met by the Mughul troops, 
and routed with great slaughter. 

“Isldm Khdn was succeeded in the Viceroyalty by his brother 
Kdsim Khdn. From this ^period to the accession of Sultdn Muham- 
mad Shujd to the Viceroyalty of the Subah, in 1639, the country 
appears to have been desolated by a continual succession of internal 
wars and foreign aggression. During this time the eastern Dis- 
tricts were constantly ravaged by the Assamese in the north, and the 
Maghs in the south. The ^ cruelties perpetrated by these ’invaders 
are described as having been atrocious ; and at one time almost the 
entire revenues of the Province were absorbed in Jd^irs assigned for 
the protection of the bor^ders. 

“ Muhammad Shujd, after a short residence at Dacca, made Rdjma- 
hal his capital, and during the twenty years of his government, distin- 
guished himself by the introduction of reforms into all departments of 
the State. An improved revenut-rftlkwas made out, and the amount 
of revenue considerably increased. While Rdjmahal was the capital, 
the charge Of the easterp Districts was ntaefe over to Deputy-Gover- 
nors, of whose administration little or nothing is recorded. 

“ We now come to the Viceroyalty of Mlf Jdmlah, who, at his acces- 
sion far 1660, once more made Dacca the seat of government This 
was perhaps the hiost flourishing era in the history of Dacca. To 
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guard against the incursions of Maghs and other frontier tribes from 
Ardkdn, Mfr Jumlah built the several forts at the confluence of the 
Lakhmid and Dhaleswari, the ruins of which still r(?main. The 
principal of these are the forts of Hdjiganj and Idrakpur, the latter 
of’ which has. since been converted into a residence for the Deputy- 
Magistrate of Munshlganj. The Viceroy also constructed several 
good military roads and bridges in the vicinity of the city, and the 
bridges at Pdgki and Tungf may probably be attributed to him.^ 
The former of these is now a ruin ; the latter was blown up during 
the Mutiny by Mr Carnac, the Magistrate, but lias since been 
repaired with timber, and is still in use, on the high road to 
Maimansinh. Mfr Jumlah undertook an expedition to Assam, and 
started with a large force, including the Nawdrd or Mughul fleet. 
He obtained a scries of successes, bift was ultimately obliged to 
retreat on account of disease among his troops. Me himself fell sick, 
and died near Dacca. His body is said to have been removed, 
to his birthplace near Ispahan. He is still remembered as one of 
the most distinguished Nawdbs that ever governed Dacca. The 
large gun that now stands in the middle of the Chauk is one of 
two that are said to have been placed in front of the great Katrd in 
his time. 

“ Mfr Jumlah was succeeded by Shai«tah Khin Amfr ul Omri, 
nephew of the Empress Niir Jahdn. One of the first measures under- 
taken by this Nawab was an expedition against Chittagong, which was 
captured, and its name changed to Islamdbdd. Shaistah Khdn 
governed fifteen years, with an interval of two years, during which 
Fiddi Khdn, Azfm Khdn, and Sultdn Mujiammad Azam, third son of 
Aurangzeb, acted as Viceroys. The last of these commenced building 
the palace of the I^dl Bagh in 1678, and left it iti an unfinished state 
to his successor, Shaistah Khdn. This latter appears never to liave 
completed the structure, but erected within its wgills a handsome 
mausoleum to the memory of his daughter* Bibf Parf, the wife of 
Sultdn Muhammad Azam. Shaistah Khdn is also the reputed 
founder of several large mosquts%n^ other buildings, now in ruins.^ 
During his administration the city and subyrbs extended to the 

^ A native History of Dacca says that the Tungf bridge was built by a fakir 
named Shah Tungi in the UAie of Aurangzeb,«while Ibrdhim Khan held the 
Nawabi. [I give Mr Clay’s dates on his authority.] ^ • 

8 This ruler appears to hrvvc encouraged archittcturc. ,A style ofTjuilding 
prevalent in the city is still called “ Shaistah KhiWii.’* 
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north v^ard as far as Tungf, a distance of about fourteen miles, the 
jgreater part of which is' now covered witli jungle. His government 
appears to have been noteworthy, rather as a period of general tran- 
quillity and prosperity than for any remarkable military achievements.* 
Provisions were procurable at moderate prices, and the general state 
of the country is represented as having been most flourishing. In 
obedience to the orders of the Emperor Aurangzeb, this Nawdb 
confiscated the different English factories in the* country, and kept 
the commercial agents at Dacca in irons for some time. 

“ On the dismissal from the government of the *Navvdb Ibrihim 
Khin, after the breaking out of Sobhd Singh's insurrection in Bard- 
wdn, the Emperor Aurangzeb appointed his grandson, Prince Azfm- 
u-Shdn, to the Nizdmat of Bengal. With a view to increasing the 
revenue, in which there had 'been nO) improvement since the time of 
Sultin Shuji, he bestowed the Diwani upon Murshid Kulf Khin, 
jvho had already brought himself into notice in the inferior offices 
of that department This official disbanded the royal household 
cavalry, whick were ^ of little use in a low country like Dacca, 
and resumed the jdgirs assigned for their support. This and other 
measures of retrenchment were most distasteful to Prince Azfm- 
u-Shdn, who strongly objected to the control exercised over the 
State expenditure. He thi^refore organised a conspiracy, the object 
of which was the assassination of the Diwdn. The plot was foiled 
by the boldness of Mursliid Kulf Kl)dn, who forced his way througlr 
the soldiers that had been hired to murder him, and succeeded in 
reaching the palace. There he aocused Azfm-u-Shdn of treachery, 
and challenged him to sii\gle combat, which the Prince declined. 
The Dfwdn sent an account of the matter to the Emperor, ai\d con- 
sidering himself no longer safe at Dacca, proceeded to Murshiddbdd, 
where he took up his residence. In consequence of this affair Prince 
Azfm-u-Shdn w^as ordered to proceed to Behar. No one having 
been nominated as his succes^r in Bengal, he left the government 
to his son.Farrukh Siyar, who made himself universally esteemed 
by his wise and liberal measures* ^wbsequently, Murshid Kulf Khdn 
was appointed NdzimjDy Aurangzeb, but he was not formally recog- 
nised as such till Farrul^h Siyar became Erftperor of Delhi. From 
this time (1704) Dacca ceased to be the Seat of the Viceregal 
government, and the eastA*n Districts wefft ihade over to a Ndib or 
Depertjr of the N'dzim. ^The nidbat or government extended from 
the Gdra Hills oh the no^th to the Sunefarbans on the south, and 
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from the Tipperah Hills on the east to Jessor on the west, thty^ com- 
prising a far greater extent of country than the present Dacca Dis- 
trict. It was considered the highest and most lucrative*appointmeat 
under* the Nizimat. 

“ The history of the Dacca and neighbouring Districts, from this 
time to the acquisition of the Diwdni by the Honourable East India < 
Company, in 1765, presents little worthy of note. It may be men- 
tioned, however, that the Tipperah territory, the subjection of which 
to the Mughul Government had hitherto been merely nominal, was 
annexed to the^Province during the Government of Mirzi Latffullah, 
who was appointed Naib in 1713. The sul^scquent Naibs appear to 
have resided for the most part at Murshidabdd, the government at 
Dacca being administered by deputies. The natural consequences 
of this state of things followed.* The prosperity or otherwise of the 
country depended chiefly on the personal chariTcter of the Ndib 
Nazim or the deputies, some of whom seem to have governed welj 
and wisely, while others made it their chief object to amass wealth 
at the expense of the provinces committed to their charge. Among 
these latter may be mentioned Rdjballabh, Peshkdr of the Nawdrd, 
and subsequently appointed Deputy-Governor, who is said, during 
his short term of oflice, to have amassed the enormous sum of two 
crores of rupees (;^2,ooo,ooo). He alw acquired a great quantity 
of land, which afterwards constituted the valuable zaminddri of 
Rdjnagar. Near a village of the same name, on the south side of 
the Padmd or Kirtindsd, are still to be seen the ruins of the splendid 
residence erected by this Rdjd Rdjballabh, whose descendants are 
still living, though greatly reduced in cir<jiim stances. A large portion 
of thc^ money amassed by this man was conveyed out of the District 
by his son Krishna Das, who \yas supposed tc^ have taken it into 
Fort-William. It was in search of this 4;reasure, it is said, that 
Sirdj-ud-Daulah was induced to commence hostilities against the 
English, wdiich ended in their obtaii^ng possession of the country in 
1757. With this date, the history of Dacca under, the native 
dynasties virtually ceases. the establishment of the British 

power, the representatives of the native rulers were pensioned by 
Lord Clive, but the empty title of Nawdb v^s still continued in the 
family. In the year 1845, the title and dignity became extinct, on 
the death of the lasf fticumbeht withcftit heirs. The pecuniary 
allowances thereupon lapsed, but a small ,sum was allow^ed" fer the 
maintenance of the female , connections and servants of. the* late 
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Nawdb, a few of whom are still pensioners of Government. At the 
Company’s accession to the Dfwdftf in 1765, the administration of 
the Dacca Irovince was carried on by two departments — Huzdri 
and Nizdmat; the former was under the Provincial Dfwdn, who 
resided at Murshidahdd, and carried on the business at Dacca by 
‘.deputy. The jurisdiction of this officer comprised the charge of 
the crown finances, and the settlement ‘of all disputes relating to 
revenue. The department of the Nizdmat related V:hiefly to civil 
and criminal suits, and the collection of a portion of the revenue 
which was assigned to defray the expense of this establishment. In 
1769 a supervisor of revenue was appointed with entire control over 
the departments of Huzuri and Nizdmat. In 1772 the title was 
changed to that of Collector ; and in the same year, on assumption 
by the Company of the officb of Dfwdn in the place of Muhammad 
Rezd Khdn, a cottrt of Diwdnf Addlat was instituted, of which the 
<pollcctor was made the superintendent. In 1774 the Provincial 
Council was established j Ndibs were appointed to collect the 
revenue, and <0 hold the court of Diwdnf Addlat, from which an 
appeal lay to the Council. In 1781 the Council was abolished, Mr 
Day was apj)ointed Collector and Magistrate, and a Court of Judi- 
cature was established, of which Mr Duncanson was the first Judge. 

*^The French and Dutch, factories were taken possession of by the 
English in the years 1778 and 1781 respectively. The falling off of 
the general Dacca trade took place as far back as 1801, previously to 
which the yearly advances made by the East India Company and 
private traders for Dacca muslins were estimated at up'wards of twenty- 
five Idkhs of rupees {£2^0^000), In 1807, the Company’s invest- 
ments had fallen to ;^59,59o, and the private trade to about ;^s/),020. 
In 1813, privateHrade did not exceed ;2^2o,595, and that of the 
Company was scarcely ♦more considerable. In 1817, the English 
Comniercial Residency was altogether discontinued.” [I find that 
in my description of Dacca City, condensed from Dr Taylor, these 
sentences are included, inadvertently without acknowledgment] 

The Mutiny of 1857 at* iJkecA. — The only political dis- 
turbance which has tg-ken place in Dacca District since the English 
obtained possession of tjie country was the Mutiny of 1857, In that 
year the sepoys stationed in the city consisted of two companies of 
the 73rd Native Infantry. ^ Upon the arriVal *of the news of the out- 
brealreet Meerut, an uneagy feeling manifested itself among the Dacca 
sepoys, which gradually inci;^ased till the Government found it neces- 
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sary to despatch a force of a hundred men pf the Indian N^^vy fpr 
the protection of the town, l^he European and East Indian resi- 
dents, to the number of about sixty, also enrolled themselves as 
volunteers. This force sufficed to keep the sepoys from any overt 
act till the 26th November, when the news -arrived that the sepoys 
stationed at Chittagong had mutinied, plundered the treasury, and 
carried off about three Idkfis of rupees. It was thereupon resolved 
that the Dacca sepoys should be disarmed, and for this purpose the 
volunteers and sailors were warned to be ready at five o’clock the 
following morning. The occurrence is thus described by Mr Bren- 
nand, Principal of the Dacca College, and qpoted from the “ History 
and Statistics of the Dacca Division — 

“ At the time appointed, there were assembled the Commissioner, 
the Judge, and some other -civilians* and from twenty to thirty 
volunteers. It was still dark, and we Waited a^hort time for the 
signal. The plan was, to begin by disarming the Treasury guard* 
to place the disarmed men in charge of the volunteers ; the sailors 
would then proceed with their whole force to the Ldb^Bdgh ; and it 
was hoped that the men there would have given up their arms with- 
out opposition. Evcrytliing appeared to go on well ; the guards at 
the Treasury were disarmed before the signal was given for the 
volunteers to advance, dliere were about fifteen of the sepoys 
standing or sitting outside of their quarters, and the rest of them, 
making altogether about thirty-six, were supposed to be inside the 
building. They appeared to be very much dejected, and they re- 
proached their officers for subjecting them to such disgrace, pro- 
testing that they would have given up ^leir arms at once to their 
own (jfficers had they only been asked to do so. 

‘‘ In the meantime the sailors, on reaching thc*Ldl Bdgh, found the 
sepoys drawn out prepared to make a resist*ance ; they had evidently 
been apprised of our intention to disarm them. ^ The sentry fired 
his musket and killed one of our #nen ; his example was followed 
by the others, and a volley was fired on the sailors as they advanced 
through the broken wall near t^ic^scnithern gateway. The guns had 
been placed in position in front of Bibi Parf^p tomb, so -as to com- 
mand the entrance, and*they opened fire upon our men ‘with grape. 
As soon as the sailors had got well into the place, they fired a volley. 
Lieutenant I.ewis then'letf them up the rjftnparts to the left, charging 
the sepoys, and driving them before them aj the point of the fcayoivjt. 
The sepoys took shelter in their quarters, but they were driven on 
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from tuilding to building by the sailors. At this time Mr Mays, a 
midshipman, at the head of eight mtn, who were under his command, 
made a gall^t charge from the ramparts down upon the sepoy guns j 
they were soon taken and spiked, and the sepoys began flying in 
every direction. Theie was. a severe struggle at the end of the ram- 
part : many of the sepoys were driven over the parapet. Mr Bain- 
bridge had also a fall over the parapet as* he stepped back to avoid 
the thrust of one of the sepoys. The sailors obtairicd a complete 
victory; the sepoys fled and concealed themselves in the jungle, 
leaving about forty of their number killed. Many of those w^ho 
escaped w'ere severely pounded. Our loss was one killed on the 
field, four severely wounded, since dead, and nine more or less 
severely wounded. Dr Green, who accompanied the sailors, was 
wounded in the thigh. He f/as knealing down at the time attending 
to one of the sailers who had also been w^ounded.” 

• The mutineers fled towards Maimansinh and Silhet, but several of 
the fugitives were captured, brought in, and executed. A portion 
of them are «aid to have ultimately succeeded in reaching Bhutan 
territory. 

Administrative History; Revenue under the Mughul Gov- 
ernment. — The following is condensed from Dr Taylor’s account 
in his ‘‘Topography of Dcw:ca”: — The two revenue divisions which 
comprised the Province of Dacca at the time Bengal w’^as parcelled 
out by Rdja Todar Mall, the finance minister of Akbar, in 1558, 
wet'e BiiAhi and Sondrgdon — the former included the city, and 
stretched eastward from Barbakdbdd towards Silhet ; the latter w^as 
chiefly situated on the eastern side of the Ganges a-nd Brahma- 
putra. The assessments levied by the Mughul Emperors were classed 
under the heads of Mahal^ or revenue derived directly from the land ; 
and Sdyer^ or customs duties levied on nearly every article of trade 
at the markets apd hizixs. With reference to the land revenue, the 
Bdzdhd Division w^as divided iuto thirty-two Fiscal Divisions {par- 
gands)^ assessed at ;^98,792 ; Sondrgdon contained fifty-two Fiscal 
Divisions assessed •at®;^25,828 ; making a total land 

revenue of 1 2 4, 6 20.^ The asses.sment was levied at a fixed rate. 
Ih 1722 the Divisions^ of Bengal, as arr&nged by Todar Mall, 
were altered, and -formed into thirteen chaklds^ or military and 
civil jurisdictions. The Division of Jalidng’irnagar, or Dacca, in- 
cluded ‘•Sondrgdon, Bdk^rganj, portions of Bdziihd and Nodkhdif 
as far a» the river Pheni, ^nd also Tipperah and the Sundarbans. 
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This extensive tract, which comprised an^area of 15,397 .square 
miles, was subdivided into a* number of large estates {zamin- 
(idris)y containing 236 Fiscal Divisions, and assessed art ;^i92,829. 
The landed estates {jdgirs) assigned for the support of the civil 
and military establishments were compute^ to comprise one- 
third of the territory of Dacca. ^ The principal of these estates 
was called the Nawdra, fof the support of armed vessels to guard 
the coast against the Maghs and Assamese. At the time this 
fle^ was established by the Emperor Akbar, it consisted of upwards 
of 3000 vesscfs. The Na^vviri estate included the best land, 
and was subdivided into a number of smaller estates (idluks\ which 
were granted to the boatmen and artificers of the fleet in lieu 
of wages. The second great military estate was that called Amli 
Ahsham, and which was appropriated fsr the maintenance of a force 
of 2820 troops and artillery for the defence of tl»e forts on the sea- 
coast. Another estate, called Sarkar Alf, was an assignment to defray; 
the expenses of the Nawab ; half of it lay within the Dacca District. 
The estate of the Commander-in-chief, and for the .jiipport of his 
command of 2650 horse, lay chiefly in Dacca and Silhet Districts. 

Connected wdth the territorial revenue were a number of assess- 
ments called abwdbs^ of which the most important in the Dacca 
Province were the following: — (i) A fee e^victcd from the landholders 
on the renewal of their leases; (2) a fee to cover the expenses of 
the presents sent to court at the lime of the ’Id and other great 
Muhammadan festivals ; (3) a percentage on the original terri- 
torial rent, distributed into several smaller assessments ; (4) a 
pefmanent tax on the land, which was raised by the Ndib, or 
Deputj^-Governor, after Dacca had ceased to be the seat of the 
Bengal Viceroyalty, and which was retained by»hiTn as a perquisite 
of oftice ; (5) the Marhattd c/iauih, a tax imposed by Alf Virdf Khdn 
on the crown lands to defray the tribute exacted from him by the 
Marhattds. Other ab 7 vdbsy or taxes qn tlie laiid, w^ere also levied by 
subsequent Governors. 

The second great branch of^rv^etiue, called Sdycr, was levied at 
an early period of the Mughul administratjom It consisted of 
duties or customs upon ‘•almost every article^of life, and* of imposts 
on trades, professions, and personal property. These taxes 
were collected at all fnafkets, bdzdrs, and landing-places, and were 
generally farmed out either to the superior landlords in th« r>eigdi- 
bourhood, or were placed under thf charge of Goiiernlnem 
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officers, who entered into engagements for the payment of the 
annual collections. The rate of assessment and mode of collection 
•were not wdl defined, and being in most cases left to the uncon- 
trolled management of renters and their subordinates, these taxes 
were generally very arbitrary and oppressive. The most important 
• of them were the following : — (i) A tax on boat-building, varying 
from IS. to 2s. 6d. according to the size* of the vessel. It vVas also 
levied upon all boats arriving at or leaving the city, whose crews 
were not residents of the District. This proved extremely oppre^ive 
and injurious to the inland trade. But it was consfdered beneficial 
in leading to the detection of river robbers \ddkdits) ; a register of 
all boats and their crews belonging to the District being kept by the 
landholders. (2) A tax on all articles sold in the market-place. 
(3) A tax on the sellers of grass in the city, varying from 4s. to 12s. 
a year. (4) A tar. on persons bringing wood, bamboos, and thatch- 
^jng-grass into the city for sale. (5) A tax upon the makers 
of shields and accoutrements, varying from 2s. to 3s. per annum ; 
besides the leather and other articles employed in the trade, which 
were separately taxed. (6) A tax on the manufacture of sinduTy 
the red paint used by the Hindus. (7) A tax on betel-leaf sold 
in the city, and which was regulated according to the fluctuations 
in the price of the article. . In 1773 this assessment was farmed out 
for the sum of ;:^i844. (8) A tax on the sellers of vegetables, 

varying from 2s. to los. a year according to the extent of their 
dealings. (9) A tax upon tlic sellers of paper, at the rate of 
;^3,.i2S. per shop per year. (10) A tax on all persons engaged in 
trade in the city, varying from 2s. to 5s. per year, (ii) Taxes on 
sundry artificers and shopkeepers in the city, including the manufac- 
turers of gold an'S isilver thread and of fireworks, of shell-cutters, 
weavers of flowered muslins, and gold and silversmiths. (12) A tax 
on bear or monkey leaders, snake-charmers, bird-catchers, singers, 
and co^njurors. (13) A tax on musicians oIl every kind. The aggregate 
amount of .this and the preceding tax averaged ^£450 a year. (14) 
Taxes on the sale of wood, andoif't^e sellers of dried fish and salt. 
(15) A tax levied ’by officers who were appointed to regulate and 
inspect the* weights and measures in the city. As no salary was 
allowed to these officers, they were allowed a percentage at the rate of 
IS. upon every ;^io worth*of merchandise.^ This tax was continued 
fcf seme time after the Company's accession. Besides these duties, 
wich w^re mostly collected in the towns,* other taxes of the same 
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sort were levied at all the markets in the countr}^ The whple of 
them were abolished in 1790, and compensation was granted to the 
landholders for tlie loss they sustained by their abolition ; but as 
late as 1839 they continued to be exacted by the landlords under the 
head of ground-rent. No information is given to the total revenue 
derived from these duties. Some of them still survive. 

Turning to the expenditure side of the account under the Mughul 
rule, it is stated^ that the charges incurred in the collection of the 
revenue never exceeded 10 per cent, of the amount, and were de- 
frayed by appropriating to the use of the landholders one or more 
estates under the designation of Auinkar, to w^iich the rights of pastur- 
^ age, fuel, and fishing were subsequently added. The principal item 
of expenditure was a sum of ^^9000 for the maintenance of troops. 
Other disbursements consisted, of subsistence allowances, either in 
land or money, to religious and learned men. 

Administration under the Company. — On the acquisition of the 
administration of the country by the East India Company in 1765, 
the general assessment, which under the previous adnainistration of 
Muhammad lleza Khdn is mentioned at ;^38o,ooo, was reduced to 
;3^205 ,ooo. At this time the area of the District is stated to have been 
15,397 square miles. Seven years later, a settlement of the District 
was made for five years, for a net revenue of ^269,304. Several 
tracts, including Silhet and other parts, were afterwards separated from 
Dacca; but at the time of the Permanent Settlement in 1793, the 
Dacca Collectorate included not only the present District of Dacca, 
but also Bdkarganj and Fan'dpur. In 1803 the land revenue amounted 
to ^125,000, paid by 16,000 landed proprietors. A tax on spirituous 
liquors distilled and sold in the city was introduced in 1 790, when the 
Sdyer duties were abolished. Opium was taxed in 1 795-96. The prin- 
cipal items of revenue in 1836-37, after the Sjeparation of Bdkarganj 
and Fan'dpur, and their constitution into separate Collectorates, is 
returned by Mr Taylor as follows : — I^nd reve'nue, ;£^43)035; excise 
{dbkiirt) and stamp duties, 2,403; total, ^55,438, ej^clusive of 
the Police-Tax, and the revcnu» dhrfved from Ferries and the Post- 
Office. From this time to the end of the Comp^yiy’s administration, I 
have no means of ascertaming the amount of tjafe revenue at any sub- 
sequent period, as the Collector reports that the records have been 
destroyed. 

Revenue and Expenditure under the Crown. -^I n 1 860*^6 
the total net revenue of tlie District, after ^making all deduction^ on\ 

voL. VI. I 
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account of transfers and inefficient balances, was j^S6,g26, and the 
total civil expenditure j(^^4,666. in 1870-71, the Budget Estimate 
showed a total net revenue of 11,620, and a civil expenditure 
of ;£’49,8 o 3. During the ten years, therefore, between 1860-61 and 
1870-71, the revenucvhas increased by 28 per cent., and the expen- 
diture by 1 1 per cent. 

The following balance-sheet shows* the detailed revenue and 
expenditure of the District for 1870-71. On the Revenue Side, the 
items of land revenue, income-tax, jail manufactures, and postal 
receipts ; and on the Expenditure, those for police,*'education, medi- 
cal, jails, postal expenditure, and ecclesiastical, are the actual 
charges of the year. The other items are from the Budget Estimate. 


Balance-Sheet of^ Dacca^ District for 1870-71. 


Revi^uk. 


I.,and Revenue 

^£■53.671 18 

0 

Sale of Government 
Estates 

2,500 G 

0 

Rent of Police j ,amls . 

• 13 8 

0 

ISIalikana (Proprietary 

* 


allowance) 

69 10 

0 

Excise 

13,353 

0 

Stamp Revenue . 

23,085 0 

0 

Miscellaneous 

57 10 

0 

Income-Tax 

15,875 «8 

0 

Jail Manufactures 

85 II 

3 

Postal Receipts 

2,907 12 

3 


Total 1 1 1, 620, 3 6 


Expenditure. 


Civil Court 


12 

0 

Small Cause Court 

2,200 

0 

0 

Criminal Court . 

bi95 

4 

0 

Commissioner’s Office . 

4,964 

4 

0 

Collector’s Office 

3.*737 

2 

0 

Customs Department . 

878 

2 

0 

Survey Superintendent’ 

s 



Office ’ . 

900 

0 

0 

Police 

8,552 

14 

0 

Jails .... 

3,418 

17 

6 

Medical 

2,407 

2 

5 

Educational 

6,945 

8 

ko 

Ecclesiastical 

960 

0 

0 

Postal Expenditure . 

37OI1 

16 

2 

Total 

/^5?,63I 

2 

I 


In order to arrive at the actual net expenditure, five-sixths of the 
establishment of the Commissioner of the Division must be deducted. 
The amount properly chargeable to the District of Dacca is only 
7S‘ 4d. This reduces the actual expenditure on civil adminis- 
tration within the District tO;^49,8o3, 14s. 9d., as stated above. 

The Land-Tax. — In the yeur*i85o there were 8606 estates on 
the District Rent R9II, held by 9731 registered proprietors or co- 
parceners, ' paying a ^tal Government lafhd revenue of ;^43,036^ 
making an average payment of ^5 by each estate, or ^£4^ 8s. by 
each individual proprietefr or coparcener*. *in 1870-71 the Budget 
Estitna^e showed 8739 estates, held by 16,688 registered proprietors 
m c*opa;:ceners, indicating; that tendency towards the subdivision 
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of property, which is' now noticeable in jjearly every District of 
Bengal. The net revenue i^aid by these 16,688 proprietors 
amounted to £^2,^00, making an average payment o ^£6 by each 
estate, or of 3s. by each registered proprietor or coparcener. 
In 1867 there were said to be 9341 estates on the rent roll of the 
District, and the following particulars with regard to them are 
obtained from Mr Clay’s account in the ‘‘ History and Statistics of 
the Dacca Division,” pp. 52-54 : — Of the 9341 estates on the rent 
roll in 1867, two pay an annual revenue of less than i.Jd. ; 381 
pay between i^^d. and is. a year; 571 between is. and as.; 4554 
from 2S. to £j ] 2575 between £1 and v ^5 ; 495 between £^ 
and ^10; 571 between ^£"10 and ^50; 101 between ^^50 and 
;;^ioo; 79 between £100 and £soo; 8 between ^^500 and £1000; 
and 4 above ^^looo. The highest ambunt of revenue paid by any 
one estate is ;^i427, i6s. 9tjd., and the lowest onTJr a fraction above 
three farthings. Of the total number of estates on the rent roll,« 
7035 were settled in perpetuity at the time of the Permanent Settle- 
ment, and 180 have been so settled since that, time. Of these 180 
estates, i had been bought by Government at a sale for the recovery 
of arrears of revenue; 51 were resumed /a MMj (rent free or lightly 
assessed) estates; and 128 were c/iars or islands, resumed under 
Regulation II. of 1819. The number of estates in which Govern- 
ment has sold its rights as landlord is 1350, and the total amount 
realised as the sale proceeds thereof is ;^9i,i6o. Of these 1350 
estates, 234 were purchased estates : 26 w^erc resumed chars; i was a 
^hair-ha 7 idohasii or newly discovered estate ; and 1089 were resumed 
military tenures {jagh’s\ granted by the Nawdbs of Dacca, and 
resume^l by the Government on the extinction of their family. Of 
the 234 purchased estates, 207 were sold by public auction, and 27 
were sold to the owners thereof at a price equal to t\vo years’ 
assessment. Of the 1089 ije.sumed military estates, 897 werq sold 
to their holders at a price equal to t\welve yegrs’ assessment, and the 
remaining 192 were put up to public auction. Up to 1867 Govern- 
ment had retained its rights ifi 506 estates, of which 179 we^'^ 
purchased estates ; 4 wxre unclaimed 2 wT«e newly discovered ; 
262 were chars resumed* under Regulation ^I. of 1819*; 30 were 
resumed rent-free estates; 12 were military tenures; and 1.7 were 
fishing {jalkar) estates ‘resumed under orders 01 Government. The 
aggregate revenue of thesje estates amounted to in 1 866-6^ 

Twenty estates only are recorded as held^xempt from, the paymen 
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revenue. Many more exist, but their number is not known. 
Pcntf^Mntly settled estates are liable to be brought to public auction, 
for non-payiftent of arrears of revenue on or before the latest dates 
fixed by the Board of Revenue for such payments. These dates are, 
m Dacca District, the “latli January, 28th March, 28th June, and the 
28th September. Petty estates paying less that a year of 
Government revenue are only liable once in the year to be sold for 
non-payment of arrears; estates paying between ;;^i‘^nd ^5 a year 
are twice liable to be sold ; and those paying between ^5 and ^10 
arc liable to sale three times a 3 car. In special cases, arrears due 
from farmers of GoverrKnent estates are recoverable ];y attachment 
of the farm, arrest of the defaulter or his surety if there be one, or 
by sale of land or other property belonging to such defaulter or his 
surety. As far as can be ascertained from the Collectoratc records, 
292 estates have Been resumed from lime to time up to 1S66-67, of 
^ which the total revenue amounts to ;^4i67, 12s. A large number of 
estates were apparently resumed by Sj^ccial Dcjiuty-Collectors ap- 
pointed for the purpose. Eighteen tenures which were brought under 
resumption proceedings were released, the probable assets of which 
amounted to ^^196, los. In the course of the Survey operations many 
rent-free tenures came to light. Some of these were resumed, but 
the greater part were released ; because in many cases it appeared 
that Government had lost its right by lapse of lime ; in others it 
was found that the tenures were not revenue free, but formed portions 
of permanently settled estates, and had been granted by the proprie- 
tors free of rent. 

The Amount of Protection to Pcr.son and Proteri'y has 
steadily increased. In 1850 there were six Magisterial and nineteen 
Civil and Revenue Courts in the whole District ; in 1862 the 
number had increased to ten Magisterial, and twenty-six Civil and 
Revenue Courts, the increase in the lat^^er being partly due to the 
number of rent cases instituted^nder Act X. of 1859; in 1869 there 
were eight ‘Magisterial Courts sitting throughout the year, besides one 
Honorary Magistrate's Court, and ^twenty-five Civil and Revenue 
Courts. The numbee of Covenanted Officers has not increased of 
late years; four Eurifpean officers were stationed in the District 
in 1850, and the same number in 1869. ^ lliere are no records in 
existence showing the nu^nber of Courts* an*d Covenanted Officers 
T#"ior to 1850. The number of rent cases instituted under the provi- 
sions of'Act X. of 1859 is ai follows : — In 1861-62, 4335 original suits 
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were instituted, besides 435 miscellaneous applications ; in 1862-63, 
there were 2214 original suits, and 643 miscellaneous applications ; in 
1866-67, 1992 original suits were instituted, besides •1410 miscel- 
laneous applications; in 1868-69, the number of original suits had 
dccreased’to 1791, or less than half what they were in 1861-62, while 
the number of miscellaneous applipalions I.ad increased to 1356, or 
upwards of three times what they w^ere in the former year. 

I^OLiCE. — A Jjreat improvement has also taken place in the organi- 
sation of the Police Force within the last thirty years. In 1840 the 
cost of officering the District Police wms 12s.; in that 

year there were 190 constables or village poVeemen, maintained at a 
charge of ;^6S4. In 1S60, there were 200 constables, maintained at a 
cost of ^942 ; the expense of officciing the police in that year being 
^3067. The present Police Ftircc of Dacca District consists of the 
Regular Police, the Village Watch, and a j\[iini(^)al Police in the 
tliree large towns. At the end of 1871, the Regular Force of the 
District stood as follows : — 2 Euroj)ean superintendents, on a total 
salary of ;3£’ii4o per annum ; 68 native suborejinate officers, on an 
average pay of ;^43, 15s. 3d. per annum ; and 360 foot constables, on 
an average pay of ^8, 2s. 2d. a year ; making a total strength of 430 
' officers and men, maintained at a total cost of ^^8552, 14s., including 
travelling allowances, office establishment, contingencies, and all other 
charges. The Surveyor-General, in 1S71; returned the area of the Dis- 
trict at 2902 Sijuare miles, and by the Census of 1872 the population 
was ascertained to be 1,852,993 souls, I'he strength of the Regular 
Police of all ranks, as compared with the area of the District, is 
therefore one man to every 67 square njilcs, and as compared with, 
the population, one man to every 4309 souls. Tlie cost of main- 
taining this force is ^2, 19s. for every square* mile of area, or a 
fraction over a penny per head of the population. Attached to the 
Regular Force is a River Patrol, consisting of one t^pat with a crew 
of nine men, carrying two police-officers and’ two constables. The 
annual cost of this river police amounted to ^ 08 , Sst in 1871, 
including the hire of the boat. • this sum is included in the totpl 
*cost of the Regular Police. The Village Wat<;h or Rural ‘Police, in 
1871, amounted to 3068 \nen, receiving an esfimated pay'of ^^6903, 
paid by the villagers,, or an average pay of ^2, 5s. a year pey head, 
equal .to a charge of ^2* 7s. 6d. per squire mil^, or just over three 
farthings per head of the^population. Eacl\ rural watchman ffias, qn 
the average, 94 houses under his charg<^ according ^o the* Censir^ 
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Report^ • The Municipal^PoUce is a force stationed in the three large 
towns of Dacca, Minikganj, and Nd\d^inganj. It consisted, in 1871, 
of 12 native aHicers and 251 men, maintained at a cost of £2022, i8s. 
per annum. Including the Regular Force, the Village Watch, and the 
Municipal Police, the ibrce of all ranks amounts to 3761 men, being 
*one man to every o*8 square mil^s, or one to every 493 of the popu- 
lation. The total expense of the force is 7,478, 12s. The total 
cost, therefore, of protecting person and property in Dacca District is 
;£6, os. 5d. per square mile, or a fraction over 2\d. per head of the 
population. During the year 1871, the police conducted 2084 cog- 
nisable cases, the final percentage of convictions to men brought to 
trial being 53 ‘9 per cent.; the number of non-cognisable cases was 
4101, the proportion of convictions to cases brought to trial being 
52*5 per cent. In serious cases the police were not very successful ; 
of five persons accused of murder not one was convicted; and in nine 
^gang robberies they failed to obtain a single conviction. The Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, in his" Resolution on the Report on the Police of the 
Lower Provkices for the year 1870, observes, ‘‘ It is remarkable that 
the three Districts at the bottom of the list in regard to percentage of 
convictions for murder are Hdglf, Dacca, and Nadiyd, all Jury Dis- 
tricts.’^ The value of the property stolen during the year was reported 
to be ;£^593i, 8s., of which only property to the value of ;^949 was 
recovered, or under 16 per cent, of the total value of the stolen 
goods. 

CRmiNAL Classes. — Crime is not very prevalent in Dacca, the 
chief offences being theft, mischief, voluntarily causing hurt, assault, 
using criminal force, wrongful restraint, wrongful confinement, and 
enticing away married women for illicit purposes. In 1868 tl\e daily 
average number of prisoners in the District jail, as well as the subor- 
dinate lock-ups at Mdnikganj, Munshiganj, and Maddrlpur, was 436, 
including 8 fejnales, or one person aljyays in jail to every 4250 
of the population. The tot'd number admitted during the year 
amounted ^to 1575, including 38 women; the average term of resi- 
dence of each prisoner in jail bei/lg^8*82 days. The average daily 
number on the sick ligt was 14, the constant sickness rate being 3 
per cent, of the total jdil population. Sixtcai deaths occurred during 
the year, said to be chiefly among prisoners who were in a hopeless 
state at the time of theft- admission, th tS6g the daily ayerage 
number of prisoners in j^il was 465, of whom 7 were females. The 
^tar number admitted into, jail from all causes was 2272, and 567 
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prisoners remained in jail on the 31st December 1869. fifteen 
deaths occurred during the year* The cost of maintenance during 
the years 1868 and 1869 was as follows: — In 1868 •the cost for 
rations amounted to £,2., 12s. 3d. per head; establishment, hospital 
charges, clothing, repairs, and contingencies, uncounted to £2., 7s. id. 
per prisoner, making a gross totgl oF £4, 19s. 4d. per head. 
Deducting, however, the sum of ^166, 7s. 5d. from the cost of the 
jail, as the valae of the prisoners* labour, the result leaves a net 
charge of £4, i is. 52 d. a head. In 1869 the charge was considerably 
higher; rations amounted to ^3, iis. 3jd., and all other charges to 
£2^ ns. ojd., making a total gross charge of £(}^ 2s. 4id., or, 
deducting the value of the prison labour, a net charge of £(>^ os. i|d. 
'I'he articles manufactured in the Dacca jail are cloths of several 
kinds, such as prisoners’ clothing, dusters, fancy cloths for door- 
screens, tablecovers, rattan chairs, cane stools, c(5untry paper, add 
mustard-oil. 

Educational Institution.s. — An English seminary was first 
established by Government in Dacca in 1835. ^Two yefirs later it is 
described as being well attended, and in a very flourishing and pro- 
mising condition. • In 1841 the school was raised to the position of 
a college, and the foundation laid of the present building, which 
was completed in 1846. 'Fhe College is affiliated to the Calcutta 
University, and is oi)en to all who have passed the University 
Entrance Examination. In 1867 the College staff consisted of the 
Principal, two Professors, an Assistant Professor, and a Law I.ecturer. 
The students pay a fee of ten shillings a month. An English school 
is also attached to the College, condu(;ted, in 1867, by a Head- 
Master^ assisted by eight Sub-IMasters, a Pandit for teaching Sanskrit^ 
and a MunsJii for Urdu and Persian. The schofiling fees vary from 
three shillings to six shillings per month, other principal educa- 
tional institutions in the tqjvn are the Pogose Schgol, estabhshed 
by a wealthy Armenian gentleman, ihe Brdhma School, the Boys* 
School, and the BdngdU Bdzdr School, at all of which Ji^nglish is 
taught. There are also two GSv?ritment Normal Schools, one 
training male, and the other for female teachers. 

The. following table ilKistrates the progress of education during 
the fifteen years ending 1870-71. In 1856-57 there ,was a 
total of 13 Govemm6nt**and aided Schools, attended by 1449 
pupils; in 1860-61 the number of Governqient and aided schoOb 
had increased to 21, and* the pupils to 5003 ; and 1870-71 th\ 
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Govei;nment and aide(J schools numbered 149, attended by a total 
of 7155 pupils. The cost to Government has increased from 
;^3i74, 9s. ^2d. in 1856-57 to £1^22, i6s. 5d. in 1860-61, and to 
^£’6945, 8s. in 1870-71. The amount derived from fees, subscrip- 
tions, and other pri\iate sources, was ;£^i473> 5^* 8d in 1856-57; 
^^1565, I2S. yd. in 1860-61 ; aij^d ;^4423, 2s. rod. in 1870-71. The 
total expenditure on Government and aided schools has increased 
from ;^4545, 17s. 6d. in 1856-57 to ^5287, i6s. yd. in 1860-61, 
and to ^11,343, 14s. 2d. in 1870-71. A striking feature in the 
following table is the smallness of the number of Alusalmdii pupils. 
Although the Muhamnmdans form 567 per cent of tlic whole popu- 
lation, the numbers attending the Government or aided schools was 
only 8 per cent, of the total pupils in 1870-71. The table is given 
on opposite page. . « 

'It miKt be borne in mind that this table only includes the 
Government and aided schools, which are under tlie direct super- 
vision of the Educational Department. Of course there are a 
large number of private schools, but those who do not receive, and 
have no expectation of receiving, Government aid, seldom ^takc 
the trouble to make returns to the Inspectors, of to give them any 
assistance. It is impossible, therefore, to give any trustworthy statis- 
tics as to even the approximate total number of schools, Government, 
aided, and private. There are also numerous Sanskrit iols^ or San- 
skrit schools, where logic, rhetoric, grammar, and astronomy are taught. 
These are principally situated- in Bikrampur, which, as regards 
Sanskrit learning, ranks second only to Nadiyd in all Bengal. English 
education is making grea^ progress among the Hindu population, 
jwho regard it as a sine qua non for obtaining any of the higl^er-paid 
Government appointments. The vernacular scholarships have also 
afforded a strong stimuUis to vernacular education, and the Collector 
reports that a school of this class exists in almost every village of 
the District. Female education, however, does not make much 
progress. •Parents do not object to their daughters being instructed, 
so long as they do not have to* pHy^any thing; but they remove the 
girls from school at ^n early age. A few years ago a native institu- 
tion called* the Antash^ur Strf Sikshd Sabhl was established for the 
purpose of advancing female education. 
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* Tljje Government Institutions for spdhial education consist of. (i) A Law Cla^s attached <0 the Dacca College ; (2) The Dacca Normal School; and (3) A TAining School 
for mistresses. 

t In the year 1SG0-61, detailed returns a:e not given for t.vo aiued vernacular schools, the total number of pupils only being given, and no information as to receipts or. 
exoemuJffe. 
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Inci^eased Use of Ppst-Office in Dacca District, 1861-71 
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Political Divisions. — Dacca District is divided into three Ad- 
ministrative Subdivisions according to the Census. The population 
statistics are taken from the Census Report for 1872; Appendix, 
Statements i A and i B. The Administrative statistics are taken 
from the special report furnished to me by the Collector ; — 

The Headquarters Subdivision, including the City of Dacca, con- 
tains an area of 1926 square miles, with 3302 villages or townships, 
165,537 houses, and a total population of 1,007,073 souls ; of whom 
413,293 are Hindus ; 585,805 Muhammadans; 4 Buddhists; 7308 
Christians ; and 663 of other denominations ; proportion of Mu- 
hammadans to total popuktion, 58*2 per cent. ; proportion of 
males to total population. 50*0 per cent. Average number of 
persons per square mile, 523 ; average number of villages or town- 
ships per square mile, i i ; average number of persons per village 
or township, 305 ; average number of houses per square mile, 86 ; 
average number of inmates pef house, 6*i. The subdivision con- 
sists of the leven police circles (thq^ids), Ldl Bdgh, Sdbhir, Kdpdsid, 
Eiipur, Rdpganj, Ndrdinganj, and !kawdbganj. In 1869 it con- 
tained ten Revenue aftd Magisterial Court^ and a Police Force as 
under — 4 inspectors, 12 sub-inspectors, 48 head constables, and 486 
‘ constables. This includes both the Regujar ^nd Municipal Police. 
The Village Watch or Rural Police, in the same year, numbered 
tlie separate cost of Subdivisional Administration is returned 
jsa bom District funds^ besides £1714, 8 s. expended 
■'by the Miimci^lity, 
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MuNSHfGANj Subdivision was first- formed in December ^1845. 
The Census Report of 1872 returns it as containing an area of 446 
square miles, with 650 villages or townships, 59,544 houses, and a 
total population of 459,874; of whom 224,345, or 48-8 per cent, 
are Hindus; 234,956, or 51*1 per cent. Muhammadans; 530 
Christians ; and 43 of other denor^inations. Proportion of males 
46-5 per cent, of the total population. Average pressure of the 
population per •square mile, 1031 ; average number of villages or 
townships per square mile, i’45; average number of persons per 
village or township, 707 ; average number of houses per square mile, 
*33 ; average number of persons per housei>77. The Subdivision 
consists of the two police circles of Munshiganj and Srinagar. In 
1869 it contained one Court, a Regular Police of 88 officers and 
men ; a IMunicipal Police of 30 officers aftd men, and a Village Watch 
of 830 men. The separate cost of Subdivisional Administration is 
returned at District, and £206 from Municipal Funds. 

Manikganj Subdivision, formed in May 1845. I** *872, accord- 
ing to the Census Report, it contained an area of 525 spquare miles, 
with 1064 villages or towns, 65,512 houses, and 386,046 inhabitants ; 
of whom 156,151, or 40*5 per cent, were Hindus; 229,370, or 59*4 
per cent. Muhammadans; 6 Christians; and 519 of other de- 
nominations. Proportion of males to total population, 48*9 ; average 
number of i)ersons per square mile, 735 ; average number of villages 
l)er square mile, 203 ; average number of persons per village, 363 ; 
average number of houses per square mile, 125 ; average numficr of 
persons per liouse, 5 *8. The subdivision consists of the three police 
circles of Mdnikganj, Jafarganj, and Hegrirampur. In 1869 it con- 
tained ^one Court, and maintained a Regular Police Force of 68 
officers and men, a Municipal Force of 40 offi(^rs and men, and a 
Village Watch of 769. The separate cost of Subdivisional Admini- 
stration amounted to **s. to the District, ar\ji £2^^ 16s. to 

the Municipality. • 

Fiscal Divisions. — In 1870 the number of villages or«rural com- 
munes in Dacca District was rcftufned at 2885, containing an est! 
mated population of about 314 souls each acqprding to the results 
of the Survey. In the satnc year there were tlfirty-two towns or large 
villages which contained an. estimated population of two thpusand 
souls or upwards. Foi* pdfice purposes tht District is^ divided into 
thirteen police stations i^hdnds)^ and nine jDutposts. The numby 
of Fiscal Divisions {pargands and tappds^ were retun^ed as* 182 i^ 
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1870" fis follow:— (i) (2) Akhrd Khald Kopd tappd, (3) Alfpur 

tappd, (4) i^mbarpiir tappd, (5) ‘Amlrdbdcl, (6) Amfrdbad tappd, 
(7) Amirpul tappd, (8) Aolidnagar tappd, (9) Atid, (10) Auran- 
gabdd, (11) Aurangdbdd tappd, (12) Azimpur Bangdon, (13) Bdgli- 
mdrd Kdsimpur, (i4)*Bahar, (15) Baikiinthpur, (16) Bdkfpur tappd, 

' (17) Balaur, (iS) Balrdmpur, (cp) Bairdmpur tappd, (20) Bandar- 
khold, (21) Bandar Ikrdmpur, (22) Bdngrbrd, (23) Barai Kdndi tappd, 
(24) Barddkhdt, (25) Barbdjii, (26) Bhabdnfnagar ttippd, (27) Bha- 
bdnfpur, (28) Bhdwdl, (29) Bihrol, (30) Bikrampur, (31) Birmoban, 
(32) Birmohan tappd, ^33) Bodliyd, (34) Chdiid Pratdp, (35) Chandra- 
dwip, (36) Charlidi, (37) Chundkhdli, (38) Dakshin Shdhbdzpiir, (39) 
Dakshin Shdhpur, (40) Ddnistdnagar tappd, (41) Daulatpur tappd, 
(42) Didnatpur tappd, (43) Dohar, (44) Diirgdpur, (45) Fathijangpur, 
(46) Fatulldpiir, (47) Ganj SSvkhrdbd«l, (48) Girdbandar, (49) Gobind- 
pur, (50) Gobindpur tappd, (51) Gopdlpur tappd, (52) Gundnandi, 
(53) ITabfbpur, (54) Haidardbdd tappd, (55) Ildjikhdnpur tappd, 
(56) Hdjipur Gopdlpur tappd, (57) Hakikatpur tappd, (58) Hasand- 
bdd, (59) Iftisandbd^ tappd, (60) Hdsard, (61) Ildvili Jahdndbdd 
tappd, (62) Hdvili !NIahmudpur tappd, (63) Ildvilf tapi)d, (64) llaz- 
ratpur, (65) lbddatpur tappd, (66) Ibrdhimpur, (67) Ichhd])ur tappd, 
(68) Idgdon, (69) Idalpur, (70) Idrakpur, (71) Ikrdinpur, (72) Ind- 
yetnagar, (73) Isakhdbdd, (74) Isldinpur, (75) Itbdrnagar ta])pd, (76) 
Jafarnagar taj)pd, (77) Jafarujidl, (78) Jahandbdd, (79) Jahdngfrnagar, 
(80) Jaldipur, (81) Janarddan])ur, (82) Judnshdhi, (83) Kalmd tappd, 
(84) fcdmrdpur ta[)pd, (85) Kdrtikpur Shiijabdd, (86) Kdshtasdgard 
tappd, (87) Kdsimnagar, (88) Kdsimpur, (89) Kdsimpur Kalydn Sri, 
(90) Kdsimpur Sdsanbdsan, ^91) Kdsipur, (92) Kdtdrmulya,(93)Kdth0" 
rdbo tappd, (94) Khalildbdd, (95) Kbalsi tappd, (96) Kbdnjd B^^bddiir- 
nagar, (97) Khanpif/, (98) Kharagpur, (99) Khizirpur, (100) Kosd, 
(loi) Kburd Dhamrai tappd,. (102) Kurikhdi tappd, (103) Mdddn'pur, 
(i04)Maheswar^itappd, (io5)Mahiaddfp^r, (106) Majidpur, (107) Md- 
jampur, (108) Maksudpur, (109^'^ Maksudpur Bahddurpur tappd, (i ro) 
Mirakpur toippd, (m) Mirakpur Shdhbandar, (112) Mirzdpur tappd 
(113) Mubdrakujidl, (114) MuhabtSitp^ur, (115) Muhammadpur, (ir6) 
Mukfmpur, (117) Mukundidchar, (118) Mukfmdbdd, (119) Nandldl- 
pur tappd, *(120) Ndrdhdid tappd, (121) Nfirsinhpur, (122) Nasrat- 
shdhf, (123) Naydbdd Talipdbdd, (124) Ndzirpur tappd, (125) Nikhli 
tappd, (126) Ndrulldpur, ^^27) Pdchbhdg*\appd, (128) Paril tappd, 
Pdtpasdr, (130) Ppkharid, (131) Purchandf, (132) Rddbdkdnt- 
Khiird ta^pd, (133) Nandldlpur, (134) Rdipur, (135) Rdipur 
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tappi, (136) Rdjnagar, (137) Rdmlcrishnapui^ tappd, (138) R^mpur 
(139) Rdmpur Naydbdd, (140) Ranipur Sydmpur, (141) Ranbhdwd 
tappd, (142) Ranjdp, (143) Rasiclpur, (144) Rasulpiir, ^^45) Rasiil- 
pur tappd, (146) Rokandpur, (147) Saf/pur Khurd tappd, (148) 
vSaffaddipur tappa, (149) Sahibabad, ^150) Say3ttdpur, (151) Sajdpur, 
(i52)Sdkhilf lappd, (153) Sdlcswaif, (154) Salim Pratap Sadrpur, 
(.155) Sardil, (156) Satarakliand, (157) Shdhbandar, (158) Shdh- 
farfdnagar tappd, (159) Shdhiijial,. (f6o) Shdhzadpur tdli, (161) 
ShaisUlnagar tappd, (162) Shanfpur tappa, (163) Sibpur, (164) Sibpur 
Syampur, (165) kindlin', (166) Singair, (167) Sinhdlia tappd, (168) 
Sondrgaon, (169) Sr/dharpiir taj)pd, (170) Slmjabdd Kutabpiir, (171) 
Shujdnagar tappa, (172) Sluijapur Sajapur, (173) Shujdpur tappd, 
(174) Sultan Pratdp, (175) Siiltanpur, (176) Syampur, (177) Tailpur 
tappd, (178) Taibnagar lap]>d, (w;9) 'rdlHx'ibdd, (180) Tclihdti, (181) 
Uttar Shdhpur, (182) Vdrpur. 

Climate. — The following remarks arc extracted from Taylors 
Topography of Dacca ” (1839), p. 13 : — “ The prevailing winds from 
April to October arc from the east .and soutlreast. M the latter 
month, when tlie strength of the monsoon becomes exhausted, the 
wind is variable, being occasionally either northerly or westerly, 
although still more frequently from the east and south-east ; and 
towards the end of the month there is almost always a gale or track 
of stormy weather from the south or cast. In A]U'iI, May, June, and 
July there is generally a gentle breeze during the early part of the 
day and at night. The wind abounds with moisture from sweeping 
over the surface of the large rivers, and it thereby mitigates the heat, 
rendering the climate comparatively cool, and pleasant at this season 
of the ^^ear. During these months a breeze from the cast usually 
brings light showers, but if a gale occurs, it almcfct invariably sets in 
from the same quarter. The south and soiUh-west winds generally 
bring heavy rain although th^y seldom blow violently. , From N^vem, 
ber to March the wind is from the we^t, north,* and north-west. The 
most disagreeable weather during the year is experiented in the 
months of September and At tin’s season the wind ’s 

generally light and variable, and the atmosphere becomes lotidecj with 
moisture and exhalation^. During the cold •season the'inghts are 
generally damp and unpleasant, but at times the sky is clear apd dry, 
on which occasion id is**formed on wafer exposed ^to the air in 
shallow earthen vessels. In connection witjj the subject of •climate 
may be mentioned the occasional occuiyence of earthquakes. 



142 STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF DACCA DISTRICT 


general the shocks arccslight, but at times they have been productive 
of great loss of life and property/ The earthquake in April 1762 
proved very violent at this place, and along the eastern bank of the 
Meghnd as far as Chittagong. At Dacca the rivers and marshes 
were agitated, and ro-se high above their usual level, leaving, when 
' they receded, their banks strewed with dead fish. The shocks were 
accompanied by subterranean hollow noises, and were so severe that 
a number of houses were thrown down, by w^hich it' is said that five 
hundred persons lost their lives. In 1775 there were also 

severe earthquakes. In the latter year violent shocks were experi- 
enced on the loth April and nth May, which injured a number of 
houses and several of the public buildings in the city and at Tezgdon.” 
The average mean monthly temperature during 1866 was as follows : 
— January, 68 ’20°; February,'7o*73°;March,83*o7°; April, 8 1-83°; May, 
8470"; June, 84*55°; July, 83*20°; August, 83*34°; September, 85*00°, 
- October, 81*68°; November, 76*91°; December, 67*56°; mean average 
for the year, 79'23°. The average monthly rainfall between 1850 and 
1865 is stifted to be as follows: — January, 0*20 inches; February, 
0*46 inches; March, 1*35 inches; April, 7*75 inches; May, 10*01 
inches; June, 14*11 inches; July, 14*38 inches; August, 13*68 
inches; September, 8*48 inches; October, 7*07 inches; November, 
0*74 inches, and December, 0*12 inches; total average annual rain- 
fall for the fifteen years, 78*35 inches. In 1866, the total rainfall 
was only 65*56 inches. 

The Report of the Meteorological Department for the year 1871 
gives the temperature for that year as follow'S : — January, highest 
max.- 83*0°, lowest min. 48*5°; mean 67*3°. February, max. 92*0°, 
min. 54*9°; mean 75*0°. March, max. 96*0°, min. 57*6°; mean 78*5°. 
April, max. 93*5°, uiin. 65*4°; mean 81*1°. May, max. 95*4°, min. 
65*8°; mean 81*9°. Jure, max. 91*2°, min. 71*9''; mean 82*7°. July, 
max.^89*9°, min. 72*4°; mean 82*6°. August, max. 92*8°, min. 73*7°; 
mean 83*5°. September, max. 91*0°, min. 74*4° ; mean 83*4°. October, 
max. 92*0^, min. 66*9°; mean 81*6°. November, max. 88 *0°, min. 
57*2°; mean 75*1°. December, ifiaSc.^2*6°, min. 50°; mean 68*4°. The 
montlily mean temperature for the four years from 1868 to 1871 is 
stated by che MeteorMogical Reporter to ^ave been as follows : — 
January, 67*5°; February, 72*8° ; March, 79*8° ; April, 82°; May, 83*6° ; 
June, 83*5°; July, 83*2°; ^August, 83*8°; September, 83*2°; October, 
^1*6°; November, 74*9°,; and December, 68*5°. The rainfall in 1871 
■is returned follows : — January and February, “nil; March, 3*70 
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inches; April, 6*40 inches; May, 17*00 inches; June, 19*30 i^iches; 
July, 15*70 inches; August, 6*66 inches; September, 8*40 inches; 
October, 4 80 inches; November and December, nil ; total rainfall 
for the year, 81*90 inches. Rain was measured on 105 days in the 
year. The year 1871 was an unusually wet one, the average rainfall 
for the previous ten years being 75*23 inches, or 6 *6 7 inches less* 
than that of 1871. 

Diseases. — Ih my Statistical Account of Jessor,*’’ will be found 
a narrative of the great outbreak of cholera in 1817, and which, 
according to Dr Taylor, made its appearance in Dacca at the same 
time that it did in Jessor. No information exists as to the extent of 
its ravages. Cholera and small-pox both visit the District occa- 
sionally in an epidemic form. The principal endemic diseases com- 
mon to the District are the following :-*-Intormittent fever prevails, 
especially about the commencement and on the cessation of the 
rains. Remittent fever is frequent in September and October, and 
throughout the cold season. Elephantiasis is common, particularly 
about the city and the Arial swamp in Bikrampur Fisc<fl Division. 
Bronchocele is another prevalent disease. Enlargement of the spleen 
is attributed by the natives to the practice of drinking stagnant 
marsh water. Dysentery and diarrhoea are very prevalent during the 
rains and cold season. The other principal diseases are rheumatism, 
catarrh, hooping-cough, bronchitis, ophthalmia, cutaneous diseases, 
and intestinal worms. But little im|)rovement seems to have taken 
place of late years in the health of the town and District from 
increased sanitary efforts. The following is an extract from a report 
by the late Civil Surgeon of the District on the subject, dated 6th 
April 1S68, and addressed to the Sanitary Commissioners for Bengal : 
— The sanitary condition of all the towns, and . 0# the District gener- 
ally, is most disgraceful. Each village is warse than its neighbour 
in proportion to its antiquity. A village newly settled on an ppen 
char or plain is as a rule salubrious* It may be more liable to 
epidemics of small-pox and cholera, but it escapes the constant ener- 
vating malarious poisoning wlficft •older settlements suffer from. 
Bengalis are so thoughtless and ignorant of sapitary laws, that with 
their new houses they prepare seeds of future* disease. They raise 
their houses by digging irregular holes, which become the household 
privy, cesspool, and tank. 10 protect theit females from the eye of 
the stranger and to provide shade, they surrqund their plot df iJtnc} 
with hedges, which in the course of time become forest trees, • These 
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trees generally bear friwt, become valuable, and are never thinned. 
As years roll on, the village becoifies buried in vegetation, malaria 
^bounds, th& inhabitants are enfeebled and unable to cope with the 
forest around them, an epidemic fever breaks out, and the survivors 
migrate to new land, f>^here similar habits are followed, and equally 
fatal epidemics recujr. Such is the true chronicle of a Bengal village, 
and it is difficult to point to any inland*^ town which has not passed 
through these successive stages. In the towns of tile District, sani- 
tary laws are as completely igiwred as in the villages. Cesspools arc 
found on the banks of tanks, or within a few feet of a well ; the dead 
are buried in the midst v’)f the living ; the sewage is never removed ; 
the rains convey it into the river, whence the only wholesome water 
is procurable. Vegetation is not eradicated. Tanks are never cleaned ; 
and the drains which do cxi^t arc never flushed, and have rarely any 
outlet. Privies, if made at all, are constructed near a tank, into which 
' the first rain carries the sewage. Such is an unexaggerated descrip- 
tion of the condition of Dacca, and of all the large towns at the 
present tinife.’' Un(ler such circumstances, malarious diseases are 
hardly to be wondered at. The want of sufficient Municipal funds 
is the great drawback to propter sanitary improvements, but a great 
deal has been done since the above report was written ; and very 
recently Khwajd Abdul Gani, CS.L, made a handsome donation of 
;,^5ooo towards carrying out further improvements. 

Indigenous Vegetarle Drugs. — The following list of the prin- 
cipal medicinal plants is abbreviated from Dr Taylor’s “Topography 
of Dacca,” to whose accuracy I have to trust : — (i) Jayanti (.^schy- 
nomene sesban) ; the juice, of the leaves is an anthelmintic, adminis- 
tered in doses of two ounces. (2) Sondli (Cassia fistula) ; the pulp, 
mixed with tamarinds, sugar, and rose Avater, is used as a laxative. (3) 
Sond (Bauhinia purpurea), purple mountain ebony, the wood being 
used,as a remedy in fevp. (4) Kdtkarauid (Caesalpinia bonducella ) ; 
the seeds are used as a tonic, and a decoction of the leaves in cases 
of fever. *• (5) Apardjitd (Clitorca ternata). (6) Rakta chandan 
(Adenanthera pavonia) ; the seeefs ^d wood are used in the form of 
a decoctibn, and as a linintent in pulmonary complaints ; it is also 
used as ah application to the eyelids in •chronic ophthalmia. (7) 
Khayev (Acacia catechu) ; the wood is used in cases of chronic 
cutaneous disease. (8) Jifasdnt (Glycine Jabiilis); this plant is used in 
composition of a liniment which is in much use in long-standing 
mtaneefus complaints. ,( 9 ^ Addz kd/kdsdfidd (Cassia purpurea) ; and 
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ointment made of tlie bruised seeds and Icfives of the plaint, and 
mixed with sulphur, is used in itch and ringworm. (10) Golancha 
(Sinospora cordifoliti) ; administered internally and externally in 
cases of lei)rosy. (11) Chiid (Plumbago zcylanica) ; the root is used 
in combination with bistall in cases enlarged Spleen, and as a tonic 
in dyspepsia. (12) Bichuti (Tragia involucrata); the root is the basis* 
of an external aj)plication in cases of leprosy. (13) Bdkas, or Arus 
(Justiia adhatoda), or Malabar nut ; the juice of the leaves, mixed 
with juice of fr^sh ginger, is given as an expectorant in coughs. 
(14) Muthd (Cypcrus rotundas) ; a common jungle grass, the roots of 
which are pounded with green ginger, and g^ven in cases of dysen- 
tery. (15) Sydmiaid (Ichnocarpiis friitescens) ; the stalks and leaves 
given as a decoction in fever. (16) Bhiii Kiunrd ('rrichosanthes 
cordata) ; the root powdered is given in doses of about ten grains 
in enlargements of the spleen, tVc. ; the fresh root, mixed with oil, is 
aj)])lied to leprous ulcers. (17) Sank! (Achyranthes aspera) ; boiled 
with ;/////, c\:c., to form a medicateil vapour-bath in cases of rheu- 
matism. (18) Jnt/d (Hibiscus tortuosus) ; an astringent and tonic 
administered in cases of dysentery. (19) Ndi^kcsar (Mesiul ferrea) ; 
the flowers of this large tree mixed with oil are admin i.>>tcrcd both 
externally and internally in cases of cough. (20) ruiiar-nabd 
(Boerhaavia procumbens); a diuretic prescribed in dro])sy. (21) 
Niskindd (Vitex negundo) ; enii)loycd both as an internal and exter- 
nal remedy in rheumatisifi. (22) Tdmkd (Alpinia allughos) ; a 
common reed growing in the marshes, the juice of the root of which 
is prescribed in cases of hemorrhoids. (23) lldrjord (Cissus quad- 
rangularis) ; the stalks, mixed with ginger or mustard, are applied 
to bruiies and contusions. (24) Bdgrd (Kclipta prostrata); the 
juice used in jaundice and gonorrlKea. (25) Jiniil (Odina wodicr) ; 
the juice is given as an emetic in cases of coma or insensibility 
produced by opium or nart:otics. (26) Tuhi (Ocintum villos^im), 
or sweet basil ; the juice of the Idtivcs, mixed with ginger and 


black pepper, is given during the ^old stage of intermittent fever ; 
it is also prescribed to allay vomiting arising from irritation ])ro- 
duced by worms. (27) Siniul (Bombax hcpt^ihyllum), or cotton- 
tree; the flowers are given in hemonhoids. (28) Champa (Michelia 
champaka) ; the llowcr^ moated with ///-seec| oil, is applied externally 
in cases of vertigo ; the juice of the leaves being given in epes oi 
coiic. (29) (CJ^juntia DiUcnii) ; ttn dro{is of the 

Ttr Xr SsiiT"' ( 30 ) 

mourner ; the leaves Krill, .,i 



and water, are given af a diaphoretic in fever. (31) Jabd (Hibiscus 
rosa sinensis) ; the flowers, infuseci in cold water, are prescribed in 
cases of menorrhagia. (32) Pdlitdmdnddr (Erythrina indica) \ two 
ounces of the juice of the green leaves are given as a vermifuge and 
cathartic. (33) Akifnda (Calolropis gigantea); the root of the bark 
is commonly -used in syphilis 'and legrosy. (34) Sij (Euphorbia 
nivulia) ; the milky juice forms a purgative. (35) Islidnmul 
(Aristolochia indica) ; the juice of the roots is given in coughs and 
asthmas. (36) Kadamha (Nauclea cadumba) ; the, bruised flow^ers, 
mixed with ginger, form a remedy for fistulous sores. (37) Maiurd 
(Callicarpa incana) ; aiT infusion of the flowers is given in cases of 
menorrhagia, (38) Bhikdptmii (Hydrocotyle Asiatica) ; the juice 
of the plant, mixed with ginger, is administered in dysentery. (39) 
Jaistha madhu (Glycirrhiza glabra) f the root is prescribed to allay 
thirst in fevers. (40) Baku! (Mimusops clengi) ; the seeds are 
bruised and made into a jxiste, and given in cases of obstinate con- 
stipation. ^(41) Jdm tiikuri (Sida Asiatica); a decoction of the 
leaves and branchei of this plant is used as a fomentation in phage- 
denic sores. (42) Sdjimt (Moringa ])terygosperma) ; the bark of 
the fresh root, mixed with mustard-seed and green ginger, is used as 
an external application in rheumatism ; it is also administered inter- 
nally in enlargement of the spleen and in dyspepsia. (43) Knndiiri 
(Coccinia Indica) ; the bark of the root, dried and powdered, is 
given as a cathartic in a dose of thirty grains. (44) Patarchur 
(Plectranthus secundus) ; two ounces of the juice of the leaves, 
mixed with sugar, is given morning and evening in cases of stran- 
gury. (45) Rakta kamMil (Nymphoea lotus) ; the flowers and 
stalks of this species of lotus are reduced to powder, which is* admin- 
istered in cases of discharge of blood from the stomach ; and 
(46) the Sh 7 idhi (Nymf>h<jca stellata), or species with blue flow'ers, is 
iisedrin diarrhoea. 'Phe other princi])al* medicinal trees and plants 
that arc found in the uncultivated parts of the District are (47) 
Jamdlgdta (Croton tiglium) ; (,j8^ Kuchild (Strychnos nux vomica) ; 
(49) Nim (Melia azadiracta) ; (50) Dhuturd (Dhatura metel) ; and 
(51) Bhcf'dfidd (Rici\ius communis). 

Cattle Disea.se. — The following account of cattle disease is 
extracted from Dr Taylor’s valuable worlj^(pp. 359, 360) : — ** In the 
hof^ weather, .and especially in seasons of drought, the well-known 
eruptive disease called appears among cattle, and is often very 
destructive. In the unusRally hot and dry weather that occurred in 
the months 6 i April, May, and June 1837, it occasioned great mor- 



tality among the cattle of the District especially in the northern 
division, and also in Maiinansinli, wlierj several thousafids of 
bullocks perished from it. Cattle disease also prevailc^l extensively 
in 1870. A disease somewhat allied to it prevailed at the same 
time in the Company’s depo of elephants at that station. This 
disease, in most of the cases, was preceded by the refusal of food 
and a discharge from the urinary passage, to which there succeeded 
swelling of the*glands in scv^eral parts of the body, and paralysis of 
the hinder extremities ; while in others it was sudden in its invasion, 
tlie elephant, a^ter a fit of tremor or delirious excitement, suddenly 
dropping. Jt attacked males and females of different ages, and 
under different circumstances, with reference to the length of time 
they had been in the dej^ot, and to their food, drink, and shelter. 
IVcnty-fivc died in the course of two month:-, and of ten dissections 
tliat took place, all tlie bodies presented morbid appearances in the 
head and abdomen, consisting of a Ihghly congested state of the 
vessels of the pia mater and effusion into the ventricles, and of inflam- 
mation of the mucous coal of the stomach an «4 bowels. In many 
of the cases blood was found extravasated into the ventricles, and in 
alt of them the cerebrum and medulla oblongata were highly vas- 
cular, presenting, when cyt with the knife, innumerable points, the 
mouths of divided vessels. The inflammation of the lining membrane 
of the alimentary canal partook in some measure of an exanthema- 
tous character ; it showed Itself in circular spots of a livid colour, 
distinct, well defined, and of a character varying from that of a pea 
to the bulk of a rupee or shilling. The mesenteric glands were 
greatly enlarged and indurated with an iwfiltration of serum around 
them, apd in most carcases that were opened the lymphatic 

glands in the regions corresponding to the axilfa and inguen pre- 
sented appearances of disease like that of the mesentery. Worms 
were found in all the subjects, and consisted of thr»e kinds, viz., 
the common, fjlaria and tw <5 species of distoma. Of the latter, one 
of the species was distinguished by a depressed disc situated up jn its 
under surface, between the anterio| and posterior pores, and covered 
with innumerable minute points, apparently the mouths of vessels. 
The only remedy which was likely to 1)0.01 any use — namely, blood 
letting, was tried in one case. A vein in die ear was opem l, but 
as the quantity of blood { 1^2 1^^-) which was drawn off in this way 
was too small to be of any avail in arresting the progress of ^ the 
disease, the experiment w^s not repeated.” Hydrophobia is compion 
among dogs and jackals during the hot weather. 
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Fairs and Religious Gatherings. — The large trading fair held 
at MuRshiganj in the nfonth of Kdrtik has been already described. 
The first dajr is celebrated by a solemn bathing ceremony in the 
water of the river,, but after this is concluded the subsequent pro- 
ceedings have a comrftercial character. The fair usually lasts three 
weeks, and on a low computatioi^ is attended by about fifty thousand 
persons. Another fair, which is attended by considerable numbers, 
is held in March or April at Ningalband. The firsf day of the fair 
is devoted to bathing and religious ceremonials, after which shops 
are opened and a brisk trade is carried on for thr^e or four days, 
when the attendance drops off and the fair closes. A third 
fair is held at Minikganj in honour of Siva, and lasts about a week 
or ten days. The festival of the Janma Ashtami, in honour of the 
birth of Krishna, is held in the montn of August, and attracts a large 
number of people into the city. Several other fairs or gatherings are 
“ held during the year, but the above arc the most important, I have 
been unable to ascertain whether there is any connection between 
these assemblies and epidemic attacks. 

Charitable Institutions. — The Lunatic Asylum is situated at 
the west end of the town, and was built in 1819. It contains five 
large wards, seven cells capable of containjpg four inmates each, and 
thirty-two solitary cells. According to the scale allowance for jails, 
the Dacca Asylum is only capable of containing 126 lunatics, but on 
the ist July 1867 there were 166 males amd 36 females in the build- 
ing, which was considerably over-crowded; and a new ward has 
recently been added to meet its requirements. The Districts which 
send their lunatics to the ?^acca asylum are : — Dacca, Maimansinh, 
Silhet, Kichdr, Tipperah, Chittagong, Nodkhdlf, Bdkarganj, Farid pur, 
Pabnd, Bogrd, Kudh Behar, and the Province of Assam. The inmates 
who are tractable and willing to work are employed in keeping the 
hospital garden in order, carrying water, carpentry, making cane 
stools, baking, cane-cutting, &;c. On aii average 73 male patients 
were thus employed in i867,«besides 35 who were told off for 
domestic dftties. About 26 female jpatients were employed in cooking, 
grinding flour, and cleaning the Temile wards. The remainder were 
the intractable and idiotic, who do nothing. The establishment con- 
sisted of i‘ overseer, i native doctor, 4 warfiers {jamdddrs), i female 
wardery 22 guards, 3 fenrale under- warefers, 2 barbers, i cook, 10 
sweepers, i gardener, 9 washermen, and i ' carpenter. The Civil 
Surg*eon of the District is also superintendent of the asylum, and 
it is inspected by regularly appointed visitors every month. The 
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average annual number of admissions from 1857 to 1866 was 95, of 
whom the lafge majority were afflicted wiiif chronic mania, generally 
brought on by the smoking of ganjd (hemp). The average annual 
mortality during the ten years ending 1866 was 8*93 per cent. 

The Mitford Hospital was founded by a bequest of the late Mr 
Mitford of the Bengal Civil Service^ and was opened on the isflffay 
1858. The hospital stands within its own grounds by the river side; 
the buildings S.re well planned; the wards roomy, lofty, and well 
ventilated ; the beds arranged at convenient intervals. Excepting 
in Calcutta ^H(:Wts suburbs, this hospital was said in 1867 to be the 
best in Lower Bengal. It is managed by a Committee of Visitors 
consisting of the Covenanted lOnglish Officers, and four of the most 
influential native residents of Dacca. It derives its support from the 
interest of £i 6 fioo left by th^ founder, and from a monthly grant 
from Government. In 1871 the daily average of outdoor patients 
was 57*42, and of indoor, 58*29. The establishment consisted in- 
1867 of I sub-assistant surgeon, i native doctor, i compounder, 4 
dressers, i female dresser, 2 cooks, 2 coolies, 4 sweepers, i door- 
keeper, and I gardener. The whole is under the general superin- 
tendence of the Civil Surgeon. 

The Langar Khdnd, or Almshouse, was founded by Khwdjd Abdul 
Ganf; opened April 1866. In 1867 it contained 20 males, 16 females, 
and 6 children, the majority of whom were blind or lame. A native 
doctor attends them, and each inmate is provided with food, clothes, 
and a room. The only condition that a person has to make on ad- 
mission is that he will become a permanent inmate. After admission 
he is forbidden to beg. There are no outdoor recipients of this charity, 

The^e are five charitable dispensaries in the District — one at Jai- 
debpur in Bhdwdl, established and maintained •by the liberality of 
Bdbu Kdll Ndrdyan Chaudhrf, Rdi Bahddu»; the second at Jaunsdr 
in Bikrampur Fiscal Division, founded and partly laipportedjsy a 
native gentleman, the Small Cause Court Judge at Dacca, the native 
doctor’s salary being paid by Government; a third at the Sub- 
divisional town of Mdnikganj, the salary of the native doctor attached 
to it being paid by Governnfent,*and the other expenses met by 
monthly subscriptions. The Bhdgdkul Dispensary was 'opened in 
1868, and Kdlfpdrd Di^ensary in May 1870; at both, ’the Govern- 
ment contributes the salary of the native*doctor in charge, and also 
a small supply of European medicines free of cost, ^ The following 
table illustrates the M^edical Charities of Dacca, and the amount 
expended in the relief of the sick in 187^. 
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The following paragraphs illustrate more in detail the amount of 
medical relief afforded by the charitable instituiions quoteef in the 
foregoing table. The information is taken from the Reports on the 
Charitable Dispensaries under the Government of Bengal,’’ for the 
years 1871 and 1872. 

The Mitforo Hospital is the Ifirgest and most important of the 
medical institutions in Eastern r>cngal, and the arrangements for 
treating the sick, dieting and nursing, are excellent. In 1871 the 
total number of indoor patients treated in the hospital amounted to 
1076, of wll^«4<^>65 recovered or were relieved, 178 died, and 33 
remained at the end of the year; average daily number of sick, 
58*29. The outdoor patients receiving treatment in the same year 
amounted to 11,711, the average daily attendance being 57'42. In 
the following year (1872), the figures ot relict were as follows : — In- 
door patients, 1052; relieved or recovered, 795 ; not improved, 24; 
died, 176; remaining in hospital at end of tlie year, 57; average' 
daily number of sick, 47*02. The outdoor patients numb(^ed 1 2,8 1 7 
in 1872, the average daily attendance being 5til’45. The moilality 
among the indoor patients of the hospital has always been consider- 
able, amounting to 16*54 tier cent, of the total patients treated in 
1871, and to 16*73 ])er cent, in 1872. This, however, is, to a large 
extent, owing to the fact that all pauper moribund cases picked up 
in the streets are entered. A niunicii)al pauper hospital for the 
reception of such cases is a work urgently needed. Within the last 
few years an attenqit has been made to introduce trained native dhais 
(niidwives) among the people of Bengal ; and in 1870 the Mitford 
Elospital was one of the institutions selecCtd for the purpose of giving 
obstetric instruction to females. Three native mid wives were accord- 
ingly attached to the hospital under the orders of Government, and 
received a course of training ; but the lowci^ classes could not over- 
come their iirejudices so as to permit their females to^e treateifl^iy 
skilled midwives educated on English principles, and the experiment 
proved a failure. 

JAIDKBPU.R Dispensary was established in 1866. It is situated in 
Bhdwdl Fiscal Division, in the immediate vicinity of the residence of 
the zami/iddr^ who takes great interest in the!welfare of the mstitu- 
tion. There are no villages of any size ii^^thc neighbourhood, and 
the attendance is not large ; but rayats and others who c6ine to 
Jaidebpur often make their visit an occasicfli for bringing v^th them 
their sick relatives and neighbours. The hospital subscrii)tions are 
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regularly paid, and at the end of 1872 there was a surplus of ;^32 
in hand. The building Ss kept in good order, with accommodation 
for indoor patients. In 1871 the indoor patients numbered 13, of 
whom II recovered or were relieved, and 2 died. The outdoor 
patients 'receiving treatment in the same year amounted to 1107, the 
average daily attendance being ‘5 •97. The figures for 1872 are as 
follow : — Indoor patients, 19, of whom 16 were discharged cured 
and 3 relieved. Outdoor patients treated, 1093 \ average daily 
attendance, 4’i6. The prevailing diseases in 1872 were ague, 
rheumatic affections, constipation, boils, and ulcer.. . - 

Jaunsar Branch Dispensary was established in 1866. It is 
situated in a populous part of Bikrdnipur Fiscal Division, and is 
resorted to by patients from long distances. The Civil Surgeon, 
however, states that this is the only Dispensary in the District that 
languishes, owing to non -punctuality of payment by the subscribers, 
most of whom are non-resident. A corner of the Dispensary is 
screened off to afford accommodation for one indoor patient, but 
further hospital accommodation is urgently required. In 1871, 2221 
persons received outdoor treatment, the average daily attendance 
being 16*56. In 1872, 2 indoor and 2416 outdoor patients were 
treated; average daily attendance, 20*15. The prevailing diseases 
are fevers, rheumatisms, coughs, and bowel complaints. Of late 
years cholera has been almost unknown in the neighbourhood of 
Jaunsar; and throughout Bikrampur Fiscal Division the people 
assert that the disease has been less frequent since 1868 than they 
ever recollect it to have been. 

BhAgAkul Branch Dispensary, established in 1868 in an un- 
healthy locality in the neighbourhood of large marshes and 

in the midst of a large tract which is inundated for four months 
every year. The diseases are those generally met with in a damp, 
uh healthy tra€t ; fevers and spleen diseases are the most common 
complaints, next to which come diarrhoea and dysentery. There is 
no separate accommodation at ^he Dispensary for in-patients, but in 
an emergency a portion of the verandah is partitioned off and the 
sick person lodged. In 1871, 1876 persons received outdoor treat- 
ment; average daily *.atten (kin ce, ii*oi. In 1872, i indoor and 
2456 outdoor patients Y^ere treated, th9 average daily attendance 
being l2‘i6. The financial condition of the Dispensary is said to be 
good, and the subscriptibns regularly paid. 

MAnikganj Branch Dlspknsarv, establ’shed in 1864. The Dis- 
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pensary is situated in a very inaccessible part of tlie District, and 
consequently not very attractive to the people, although the* attend- 
ance has considerably increased of late years, d'he sunounding 
villages, too, are small, and the population generally healthy. Be- 
sides, the Dispensary has to compete with tw (5 kahiiajs of g^ocj^epu- 
tation who reside in the immedicfte neighbourhood, and distribute 
medicines among the poor gratis. Jn 1871, 2362 persons received 
outdoor treatment at the Dispensary, the average daily attendance 
being 30‘54. In the following year the number of out-patients 
increased and the average daily attendance to 35. Want 

of funds has hitherto precluded the erectfon of a hospital ward for 
indoor patients, but it is hoped that this will shortly be supplied. 

Kalii*arA Branch Dispensary, established in May 1870, tem- 
porarily closed in April 1871, and re-opened in August 1871. With 
regard to this institution, the Civil Surgeon states as follows : — “ The 
native doctor has many difficulties to contend with in making the* 
institution popular. The large majority of the inhabitants are Kulin 
Brihmans, who resent any innovation, and wh© prefer being treated 
by the kabiraj instead of by the native doctor. Native physicians, 
with or without education, are numerous, and they secure most of 
the practice. Allowing for these difficulties, the attendance is good. 
The country round Kdlipdrd is, if possible, more insalubrious than 
Bhdgdkul. It has one great advantage, however, in being situated 
on the banks of the Tiidda river, which during the rains is eight 
miles broad. I'evers, rheumatism, and disorders of the digestive 
system are the most prevalent diseases.'^ In 1871, 1455 outdoor 
patients were treated, the average daiiy attendance being 15*90. 
In 18^2, T indoor and 2060 outdoor patients received treatment 3 
average daily attendance, i4’i9. 

MAi.ucha Branch Dispensary, established in December 1872 
out of the bequest of a native gentleman belonging to 4 hc villagof^ho 
left property to the value bf ;^5oo to cover the expense of construct- 
ing tlie Dispensary and a road from k to the village. The Dispensary 
building is of brick, and consist^ of three rooms — one in the centie 
for the Dispensary stores and deception of out-patients, and the two 
side rooms for male and female in-patients rfspectively. ^his insti- 
tution will supply medical^ aid to a portion of the country i^hich was 
formerly without any; aqd during December 1872, the first month 
it w^as opened, no less than 1073 patients*were treated, the averaiie 
dally attendance beings 03 -9. 






STATISTICAL ACCOUNT 


OF 

THE DISTRICT OF BAKARGANJ.' 


B AKARGANJ, the southernmost District of the Dacca Division, 
lies between 23® 14' 27" and 21^^48' o'' north latitute, and 89° 
55' lo" and 91° 4' 50" east longitude. It contains an area, according 
to the Surveyor-General and Boundary Commissioner, of 4939*13 
square miles, and an ascertained population 01*2,377,433 souls in 
1872. The principal Civil Station, which is also the chief town of 
the District, is Barisdl, situated on the west bank of the river of the 
same name, in 21” 41' 40" north latitude, and 90'^ 24' 30" east longi- 
tude. Formerly the Headquarters of the District were at the town 
of Bikarganj, but were transferred to the present locality in i8oi. 
Boundaries. — Bdkarganj is bounded on the north by the Districts 

^ My account of Bakarganj District is derived chiefly from the following sources : 
— (i) Five Series of Returns specially prepared jjpr me by Mr H. Beveridge, C.S., 
the Magistrate and Collector of the District ; (2) District Report in the His 
and Statistics of the Dacca Division (Calcutta, 1867); ^(3) Geographical and 
Statistical Report of the Districts of Jessor, Faridpiir, and Bakarganj, by Colonel 
J. E. Gastrell, Superintendent of Revenue Surveys f (4) Paper on the Physical 
Characteristics of Bakarganj, published in the Calcutta Revirdt^ vol. xxxix., No. 78 ; 
(5) Report on Bengal Census, 1872, by Mr II. Beverley, C.S. ; (6) Statement of 
Prevailing Rates of Rents, furnished by the Bengal Government ; (7) Report on 
the Police of Bakarganj, by Mr J. II. ReillJ^, District Superintendent of Police ; 
(8) Annual Report on the Police of J.hg Lower Provinces for 1871 ; (9) Report 
on the Jails of the Lower Provinces •for 1869 ; (10) Report of the Education 
Department for 1871 ; (ii) Postal Statistics furnishejj.^ by the Director-General 
of Post-Offices; (12) Area l-lgjport, &c., and Latitudes and I.ongitudes, Linished 
by the Surveyor-General ; (13) Board of Revenue’^ List of Fiscaiibp*Di||isions ; (14) 
Medical Return, prepared for Itn# by the Civil Surgeon ; (15) Report on Chari- 
table Dispensaries of Bengat for ^871 ; (16) Paper on the Geological Fornfktion of 
the District, by Dr T. Oldham ; Personal inquiries and correspondence. 
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of Dacca and Farfclpi^'r, from which it is separated by the Padmd 
and Maindkdtikhdl rivers ; on the east by the Meghnd and Shdh- 
bdzpur rivers and by the Bay of Bengal, which separates it from 
Nodkhdli ahd Tipperah ; on the south by the^Bay of Bengal; and 
on the west by Faridpiir District and by the Baleswar or Haringhdtd 
river, which separates it from Jessor and partly from Faridpur. 

JuRiSDiC'TioN. — Previous to 1817 iBdkarganj formed part of the 
Dacca Collectorate, but was under a Judge and Magistrate of its own, 
whose Fleadquarters weYe first at the town of Bdkarganj, near the 
junction of the Krishnakdtf and the Khairdbdd rivers, in N. latitude 
22® 32' 45", and longitude 90® 23' 10" E. This station is now in ruins, 
and all that remains is a side wall of what was once the Magistrate's 
Court, and one which probably L3longcd to the jail. In 1801 the 
Headquarters were transferred tj Barisdl, their present -seat. The 
jurisdiction of the Judge and Magistrate, according to a letter of 
the Collector dated 26th September 1800, comprised the follow- 
ing ten police circles {i hands) : — Banphal, Kb eld Khdli or Kan 
Khdli, Angarid, Tugrd, Chandid or Sandwip, Bokainagar, Nalchird 
Kachud, Khalsd Khdli, and Baraikaran. The early records show 
that the criminal jurisdiction of the District was extremely irregular. 
In 1861 the Baleswar or Haringhdtd river was made the western 
boundary, the whole of the police circle {ihdnd) of Kachud was 
transferred to Jessor, and the villages east of the Madhumati, a local 
name for the Baleswar or Haringhdtd river in the upper portion of 
its course in the District, were transferred to Bdkarganj. On the 
I St April 1869, in accordance with the Government notification dated 
the 16th January previous, and in compliance with the request of 
inhabitants, the large island of Dakshin Shdhbdzpur and the 
adjacent sandbank: (chains) and islands, of which Mdnpurd island is 
the chief, and which had previously been subject only to the civil 
jurisdiction of the District, were transferred from Nodkhali. Even 
at the present day there are several discrepancies between the limits 
of the magisterial, revenue, and civil jurisdictions. In the northern 
part of the District some villages of the Subdivision of Mdddripur 
lie within the criminal jurisdiction, of Faridpur, and the civil and 
revenue jurisdiction of Bdkarganj. 

The General Aspect of the District is that of a flat even 
country dotted with clusVers of bamboo^ and betel-nut trees, and 
intersected by a perfect network of dark-coloured sluggish streams. 
There is not a hill or hillock in the whole District, but its scenery 
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derives a beauty frorn the wide expanse of cultivation an^cj the 
greenness and freshness of the Vegetation. This is especially con- 
spicuous in the rains, but at no time of the year does fhe District 
present the burnt-up appearance of inner India. The villages, 
which are always walled round by groves of bamboos and betel- 
nut palms, have a very picturesque appearance ; and Bdkarganj has 
many beauties of detail whicli strike a traveller in passing through 
it. The level of the country is generally very low, and the rivers, 
streams, and watercourses are so numerous that it is difficult to get 
about except by boat at any season of the year. Probably the 
highest part of the District is the island of Dakshfn Shdhbdzpur, 
situated in the estuary of the Meghna ; and at all events, it is easier 
to travel there on foot during the raMis than in almost any other part 
of the District. Every natural hollow is«nill of water, around the 
margin of which long grasses, reeds, and other aquatic plants grow 
in the greatest profusion, often making it difficult to say where the 
land ends and where the water begins. Towards the north-west, 
near Faridpur, and within the jurisdiction of the ^otvvdlfpd.ra police 
circle, the country is very marshy ; and nothing is to be seen for 
miles but tracts of unreclaimed swamps and rice lands, with a few 
huts scattered here and there, and raised on mounds of earth. In 
the south of the District, along the sea face of the Bay of Bengal, 
are the Sundarbans. 'I'here is a good deal of tree jungle in Sfr^m- 
]Hir and Uttar Shdhbdzpur, but with these exceptions jungle or low 
forest is seldom met witli ; and, except in the marshes of Kotwdlf- 
pdrd, there is not much waste land. Sjicaking generally, the J^istrict 
is a very fertile one, producing immense quantities of rice. 
general slope of the country is from north to south, but it is very 
slight. 

River System. — One peculiarity of the rivers of Bdkaiganj is, that, 
with one or two exceptions, they seldom retain the same name for 
many miles, and generally take a new o^ie whenever they come to an 
important town or village. The principal rivers are the M^ghiui, tiie 
AridI Khan, and the Baleswar, buf the offshots from them are almost 
innumerable, (i) The Meghna touches the District on its north-east 
corner, near the point wlfbrc it is joined on its east bank by the 
Padmd (which flows into it fror^ the north-west, and is consicleredi to 
be the main channel of tlfe Gjinges). The fmited stream then flows 
in a southerly direction for about a hundred miles, anti empties it«elf 
into the Bay of Bengal. During the latter part of its course, this 
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nobl^ river expands into a large estuary, containing the island of 
Dakshfn Shdhbdzpur and the other islands which were recently trans- 
ferred to the District. The estuary has various names, and in dif- 
ferent parts of its course is called the Satbdrid, the Bokdinagar, the 
lisd, tl^ Tetulid, an'd the Shdhbdzpur river. (2) The Aridl Klidii is a 
branch of tlie great river radind, or Qanges, from which it diverges 
near the town of Tarulpiir. It enters this District in the north at 
Mdddripur, and llows generally in a south-easterly direction till it 
empties itself into the channel of the Meghnd at Mirzdganj, and 
contributes considerably to the formalioTi of the Meghnd estuary. 
'I'he main channel of the Aridl Khdn is about 1700 yards wide in the 
dry season, and from 2000 to 3000 yards in the rains. It is navigable 
throughout the year for native cWt of large size. It receives a num- 
ber of tributaries, and sefids oiit several offshoots during its course. 
(3) The Baleswar or llaringhdtd river is also a distributary of the 
Changes. It leaves the parent stream at Kushtid, where it is calletl 
the Garai, but lower down it becomes the Madhumatf or IJardsid, 
which changes to Bale-nvar lower down wliere it enters Bakarganj, 
and to Haringluitd when it aj.)proaches tlie sea. It enters Bdkar- 
ganj near the north-west corner of the Distiict, at a place cnlled 
Gopdiganj, from whence it forms the western boundary of the Dis- 
trict, and runs soiitli, but with great windings in its u])pcr reaches, 
till it crosses the Sundarbans, and finally falls into the Bay of 
Bengal as a large and deep estuary, cajiable of receiving merchant 
ships of considerable burden. In the whole of its course throughout 
the District, the river is navigable by native boats of large tonnage, 
'luitl by sea going ships as higli up as Morrellganj, in the neigh- 
bouring District of Jessor. A full description of this river and of its 
capabilities for navigation will be found in my “ Statistical Account 
of Jessor District.” Aihong its many tributaries in Bakarganj the most 
important is the Kachd, itself a considerable stream, navigable by 
large boats all the year round, ami (lowing in a southerly direction 
from KewUii, where it branches; off from another stream, for about 
twenty miles, when it falls into the Baleswar. 

The Barisdl river is an offshoot from tlie Aridl Khdn, flowing in a 
southerly direction, but with a very winding course, jiast the town of 
Barisdl, soon after which it loses its niime, and is called the Bfsh- 
khdlf, and runs to the soutli-west, falling mto the sea near the Ilar- 
ingbdtd. A branch of the Barisdl river, called the Nalcliitf river, flows 
from a little below the town of Barisdl westwards to Jiidlakatf, a dis- 
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tance of fourteen miles, where it turns to the south and takes ai^other 
name. Another branch leaves the Barisdl opposite hjalchitf, and 
flows eastwards till it falls into the Aridl Khdn, at its junction with 
the Meghni. The Khainlbad river flows south from the Barisdl at 
Rdnihdt, passing by Bdkarganj and Patudkhili to Angaridh^t, a dis- 
tance of twenty-two miles, whence it continues as the Nahalid river 
by a tortuous course, sometimes running south-east and sometimes 
south-west, for fourteen miles as far as Patudkhdli ; after which it 
is called the Caldchipd or Rdbndbdd river, and flows a course of 
twenty miles, generally from north to south, till it falls into the Bay 
of Bengal just north of the Rdbndbdd islands. - A branch of this 
river, called the Patudkhdli, flows west and south-west to Gilabond 
for ten miles ; then it turns to tHe south, under the flame of the 
Beghai, for another twelve miles ; and then to the south-west through 
the Sundarbans, under the name of the Burfswar, for twenty-two miles, 
till it falls into the sea near the Bishkhali mouth. The Ghdgar rises 
in the KotwdUpdrd marshes, and flows south into the Madhumatf or 
Baleswar ;* it is called the Sildaha river in the lower part of its course. 
The Kumdr river forms a portion of the northern boundary of the 
District, and flows eastwards into the Aridl Khdn at Mdddripur. 

The foregoing are all large rivers, navigable throughout the year 
by boats of large tonnage. The confusion arising from the frequent 
change of narne in different parts of each river’s course is very great, 
and makes it almost impossible to give a correct list of all the streams 
in such a way as to clearly explain the river system of the District. 
With regard to the frequent change of name of the same river, Colonel 
(?dstrell, in his ‘‘Geographical and Statistical Report of the DistTtfts 
of Jessgr, Fan'dpur, and Bdkarganj,” page 43, states that “one general 
name for a river, no matter of what size, is selcTom if ever found. 
The names change continually, and in many parts the villagers on 
one bank, if a.sked the name of the stream, give it one designation, 
whilst those on the opposite side give it a totally different one. 
Again, entering a khdl at one end ^id inquiring the name* it is com- 
mon to hear the name of the nearest market given to it; but enter 
from the other end, and ask the same questionVand then supposing 
more markets than one Se established along the /(V/i?7,^the^ villagers 
will give the name of the ope nearest their end.” 

The frequent change* of Jiamc of the same river is strikingly 
exemplified in the following list, extracted ftom Colonel Gastrell’s 
“Geographical and Statistical Report of the Districts of Jessor, 

VOL. VI. 
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Farfcljwr, and Bdkarganj/' Each individual stream is given according 
to the local name it bears at different parts of its course, as ascertained 
by the Survey Authorities in 1863. 

(i.) The KumAr river forms a part of the northern boundary of 
the District, running from east to west for a distance of 16 miles, 
extending from the village of Naslpur tp Maddrfpur ; average width 
during the dry season, 200 yards. 

(2.) Sr/kol Don, a cross stream from the Kapdlbdrd Khdl to 
the Agarpur Nadf, runs north and south for a distance of 3^ miles ; 
average width during the dry season, 40 yards. 

(3.) AmtaeA Gang, from the Agarpur Nadf to the Raphiddf river, 
runs north and south for 3 J miles ; average width during the dry 
season, 100' yards. 

(4.) AriAl KhAn river,' extending from Kulpadf to Mirzdganj, 
takes a course from north to south for a distance of 61 J miles; 
average width, about 1700 yards during the dry season, and from 
2000 to 3000 yards in the rains. 

(5.) NayArhAngI, reaches from the Aridl Khdn river at 'Kdlfnagar, 
to the Meghnd river, running north-east and south-west for a distance 
of 22 miles ; average width, 8co yards in the dry season, and from 
1000 to 1200 yards in the rains. 

(6.) BuairA river, runs from GudbkholA to the Meghnd river at 
Uinedpur Mdrchdtali, from north-east to south-west, a distance of 
15 J miles ; average width, 500 yards in the dry season, and 800 
yards in the rains. 

(7.) MeghnA river, from Ndrdyanpur to Gobindpur, 24 J miles 
fr'uiii north to south ; average width, 6000 yards in the dry season, 
and 8000 yards in the rains. ,, 

(8.) Agarpur NadI, reaches from the Srfkol Don to the Amtald 
Gdng, following a course of seven miles from north to south ; aver- 
age width in the dry season, 50 yards. 

(9.) PhultalA GAng, a cr^ss stream from the Aridl Khdn river, 
to the Raphiddf river from west to east, distance 2 miles ; average 
width, 300 yards in the dry season, and 500 yards in the rains. 

(10.) KedArpuR' NadI, connects the Bhutardid Khdl with the 
Pliultald^Gdng, and runs a distance of 4 miles from north to south ; 
average width, 300 yards in the dry seaco:\, and 400 yards in the rains. 

(ri.) PAngAsI NadI, runs north and south for 6| miles, and con- 
nects the Aridl Khdn river with the Tarki Nadf; av’^erage width in 
the dry season, 400 yards. 
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(12.) Kalkini Don, reaching from the Adhdchar Khd)/to the 
Pangdsi Nadi, running from north to south, a distance of 3 miles ; 
average width, 100 yards in the dry season, and 150 yards in the 
rains. 

(13.) Tarki Nad/, running from the Pdngdsf Nadi to JPiprdkdtf, 
a distance of 4! miles from north to south ; average width in the 
dry season, 80 yards. 

(14.) PiiASATALi Don, running, north 'and soiitli from the Arial 
Khdn river to the Pangasi Nad/, a distance of 4^3 miles ; average 
width, 60 yards in the dry season, and 80 yards in the rains. 

(15.) Gajaria Kiiai., running north and squth from the Aridl 
Khan river to the riidsatali Don, a distance of 3/, miles ; average 
widtli, 60 yards in the dry season, and 80 yards in the rains. 

(t6.) Raphiadi Barisal, running a course of 22 miles north and 
south from Pliultald, at the mouth of the Amtala river, to Chardraudf, 
at the mouth of the Nalchiti river; average width in the dry season, 
from 600 to 700 yards. 

(17.) Nalchit/ river, from Nalchiti to Jh4Jakciti, runs a course 
of 14 miles east and west ; average width in the dry season, 400 yards. 

(jS.) Bo ka inagar river, from Barisdl town to Bokainagar Hdt, 
runs a course of ro miles from. west to east ; average width in the 
dry season, from 200- to 300 yards. 

(19.) Charaimud/ river, from Charamudf to Nehdlganj, runs a 
course of 12 miles from west to east; average width from 150 to 
200 yards in the dry season. 

(20.) Daaiodar river, from Lokakati Hat to Pirozpur, runs east 
and west for a distance of 5 or 6 miles^ average width in th'e^ry 
scasoij, from 80 to 100 yards. 

(21.) Kal/jira Don, from Nalchiti to Pan^hkaran, flows from 
north-west to south-east for 14 miles ; average wddth in the dry 
season, from 100 to 200 yards. 

(22.) JangaliX, Garta, and Sat^iria rivers, extending from 
Kaukhdlf Hdt to the Gujalid river, a distance of 18 mil 5 s from w^est 
to east; average width in the dry season, 100 yards. ^ 

(23.) Dhansidi river, extending from Ba>kuri Paschim char to 
Gabkhdi river, a distance of 7 miles from north to south ; average 
width in the dry season, 80 yards. 

{24.) GujaliA river, running from Jlidlakatf Hdt to Naydmdti 
Hat, 16 miles from north to south; average width from 300 to 400 
yards. 
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course. of -20 miles from north to south ; average width in the dry 
season from 700 to 800 yards. 

(52.) AndhArmAnik river, reaching from the Aild river to the 
sea, a course of 24 miles from north to south ; average width in the 
dry season from 400 to 500 yards. 

(53.) AmuA Don, reaching from Amud to Srfkalydn, a course of 
14 miles from east to west ; average widtli in the dry season, 100 
yards. 

(54.) TagrA Don, reaching from the Baleswar river to Tagrd, a 
course of 3 miles from west to cast; average width in the dry season 
from 60 to 70 yards. 

(55.) SaplAjA Don, reaching from the Baleswar river to Mathbdrid, 
a course of 12 miles from- west to east; average width in the dry 
season, 80 yards. 

(56.) HaltA Don, reaching from the Baleswar river to the Sun- 
darbans, a course of 14 miles from west to east; average width in 
the dry season, 100 yards. 

(57.) CharkiiAiA, Don, reaching from Charkhdli Sat Chauki to 
Angarid, a course of 16 miles from west to east; average widtli in 
the dry season, 50 yards. 

(58.) Krishna RA']'/ river, reaching from Bdkarganj Hdt to 
, Mirzdganj, a course of 19 miles from north-cast to south-west ; 
average width in tlie dry season from 80 to too yards. 

(59.) BfsHKHAi.f Don, reaching from Nayamdti Hdt to Kotar Hdt, 
a course of 14 miles from south west to north-east; average width in 
the dry season from 80 to 1 00 yards. 

(6'') DiUJLiA Don, reaching from Dhulid to Pdnuard Hdt, a 
course of 6 miles from south-east to south-west ; average width in 
the dry season, 200 yards. 

(61.) Algi GiiA/J Majia, and KalnA river, reaching from Pdn- 
udrd Hdt to the Tetulia river, a course of 16 miles from north to 
south ; average width in the dry season, 200 yards. 

The whole of the foregoing rivers are reported navigable through- 
out the year by native craft of fifty tons burden. 

Tides. — All the riyers in the District are subject to tidal action 
from two sources ; from the Meghnd on the north, and from the Bay 
of Bengal on l^ic south. With veiy few exceptions they are navigable 
at high tide for country boats of all sizes. Some of them may be too 
narrow for large boats, but the Collector doubts whether any of them 
are too shallow at flood tide. The rise of the tide is very consider- 
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able in the estuary of the Meghni, and many of the channels and 
creeks in the island of Dakshfn Shdhbiizpur, which are alnnst dry 
at ebb tide, contain eighteen or nineteen feet of water at the flood. 
It is impossible to give even a rough estimate of the number of 
rivers navigable by native boats of two tons burden during the 
rains, but the Collector thinks that there is not a single watercourse 
in the whole District which ls not navigable by boats of this size at 
high water during the rainy season. In the rains nearly the whole 
country is under water, and the same often occurs in many places 
during a high spring tide. Almost e^^ery peasant has his boat, which 
he uses once or twice every week to take him to market. 

The Bore. — Ibere is a very strong at spring tides in the 

estuary of the Meghnd, and at that season tlie boatmen will hardly 
venture out into the big river. Cc^Jlcclor of the District states 

that he was once detained for two or three days from this cause on 
the island of Dakshm Shalibazpiir, and forced to patiently contem- 
plate from the shore the great wave ruslhng up the estuary in a 
mass of fourteen or fifteen feet high. There are in fact two bores, 
one called l)y the natives the Chittagong bore, and the other the 
Daliii bore. The first passes up the channel between Sandwfp and 
the mainland, turns westward round the north of that island, and 
then flows to the south along the cast side of Dakshfn Shdhbdzpur, 
where it is met about half way down by the Dalid bore, which turns 
it back again. The Dalid bore rushes u]) the east side of Dakshfn 
Shdhbdz])ur between it and llathia island, and is an hour or so in 
advance of the Chittagong tide. This bore, on its way up the coast 
of Dakshfn Shdhbazpur, enters all the watercourses or creeks i^ulhe 
island, and is very perceptibly felt at Daulat Khan some distance in 
the interior. According to the natives, loud noises like thunder are 
often heard far out at sea at about the tkne the bore comes in. 
The bore is dangerous to boats in shallow water, and the Collector 
conjectures that the difference in thejevels of the estuary may be a 
main cause of its occurrence; as wherever the water* is shallow, 
the bore rises up like a wall anti sweeps everything before it, while 
in deep water it is not very perceptible. 

Alluvion and Dilution are constantly taking place, especially 
towards the east, where thq, Qistrict is washed by the gjeat*stream of 
the Meghnd. On the north and east <5f the island of Dakshfn 
Shdhbdzpur the land is being rapidly cut away ; and every .year 
many homesteads, with their groves of betel-nut and cocoa-nut 
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palms, fall into the river. The north-east of the island presents a 
very cfesolate appearance from this cause ; all along the shore are 
seen ' deserted homesteads, fruit trees fallen down and half sub- 
merged, and the broken sides of tanks which have become useless 
from the entrance of the salt water. On the other hand, large 
alluvial accretions arc being formed in the estuary, -and about the 
mouth of the river, the names of many W which, such as Alexander 
char, P'alcon char, Brown char, Drummond char, Victoria char. 
Lord Hardinge’s char, &;c., indicate their recent origin. 

Changes of River Courses, &c. — The river Nayabhdngf 
(literary, newly broken), also called the Ilarinathpur river, which 
connects the Arial Khan and Mcghnd rivers, is, as its name implies, 
a new channel, said to have been formed by the Meghna in a single 
night in the year 1794. Tliis channel is now silting up. The 
river Padmd or Ganges formerly flowed through this District before 
the sudden opening out of the Kirtindsa, and its old bed is still 
visible in the north-east of the District, within the jurisdiction of 
the Police outpost of llurirhdt. Beyond these instances, no precise 
information exists of any sudden change in the course of a river. 
The banks of the rivers aic generally low and flat, and more like 
the banks of canals than of rivers. They have seldom much 
slope, but in some cases the bank is high and abrupt, while on 
the other side it is low. Several large islands are formed by 
tlie estuary of the IMcghnd, of which the most imjiortant within the 
jurisdiction of Bakarganj are Dakshm Shdhbdzpur, Mdnpura, 
Bhddurd, and Rdbndbdd islands. None of the larger rivers are 
ford^able at any season of the year, but the small creeks and water- 
courses are often fordable at low tide. However, as there are hardly 
any roads, and c^xTvbody has his own boat, the absence of fords 
is not of much consequence. 

Lakes, Marshes, (Sic. — There are no lakes in Bdkarganj, in the 
sense of large clear sheets of fresh water, but there are numerous 
marshes or bils in the north-western tracts, as well as in other parts 
of the District. Such bi/s are oftei.. of great size and depth, abound- 
ing in fish, and, during the rainy season, widely overspread the 
land. The following is a list of the principal of these marshes, with 
their estimated ordinary area: — (i) Adampurd, area 2*51 square 
miles; (2) Ashkdr, 5*60 square miles; '(3) Bdghid, 30*39 square 
miles; (4) Balbdn'dalud, 39*45 square miles; (5) Baldid, 18*90 
square miles; (6) Bdmd, 8*22 square miles; (7) Dupurd, 6*90 square 
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miles; (8) Daurard, 3*25 square miles; (9) Dharihdi, 1-42 ^square 
miles; (10) Harta, 9-45 square miles; (ii) Janjharia, 8*25 square 
miles: (12) Kaldreja, 5*65 square miles ; (13) Rcimsil, 21*61 square 
miles; (14) Rdmpur Chiharid, 19*4 square miles; (15) Sdlti, 24*71 
square miles; and (16) Sujd, 2*21 square miles. A peculiar circum- 
stance with regard to some of these marshes is thus described in 
Colonel Gastrelfs Report : — “ In some of the swamps, especially 
in those of Bakarganj, the surface growth of aquatic plants, mixed 
with drift weed::, grasses, and rice .stalks, increase annually, and in 
process of time a crust is formed capable of sui)porling human beings, 
and on which rice is cultiv*atcd. Small float in" patches are thus 
formed, and the natives assert that in very strong winds these 
arc sometimes carried from one side of the swamp to the other, 
and are a cause of great dispute. 7'his s»lory w.is corroborated by a 
Government ofhcial, wliose duties often took him into these swamps. 
He mentioned also, that the first time he found himself on ground of 
this kind, and being totally unaware of its nature, he was greatly 
alarmed at feeling, as he thought, the earth moving beneath him ; 
and still more astonished when, on seeking information from the 
inhabitants, he was told ‘it was only the tide coming in.’ It is not 
uncommon for the owners of these floating fields to make holes 
through them, and catch the fish which may be in the neighbour- 
hood, and which are immediate ly attracted by the light.” 

Canals, &c. — The following is a list of the principal artificial 
watercourses in the District : — (i) Mdnik Much' Khiil, in Idalpiir Fis- 
cal Division, and to the cast of the town oflJarisdl. It is about five 
miles in length, and runs from north to semth, connecting the Dw^d- 
pur and Nehalganj rivers, one end being at Jidalun village and the 
other ^t Nehdiganj. This khdl, which is siltin'g «up, and now only 
navigable in the rains, was cut by one Mdnik: Much'. t>lie founder of 
the present family of the landholders of Madhabpasd. (2) The 
Lakhutid Khal, running from Barisdl i^orthwards to I.akhutid, about 
six miles in length, was cut by Rdj Chandra Rdi of Lcdkhfitid. It is 
only navigable in the rainy season! *3) A very important watercourse 
has recently been constructed in the Kotwdlfpdrd.police circle, within 
the subdivision of Mdddripur, at the expense of the Nard .1 landholders 
of the neighbouring District pf Jessor. It is nine or' ten* miles in 
length, and runs from the *Bdghd bi/ throug^i Dighdlid in a southerly 
direction, falling into the Ghdgar river near the Kotwdlfpdrd police 
station. It was constructed partly for navigation, and partly as 
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a means of draining the swamps. It is not navigable during the dry 
season. (4) Besides the above, an attempt was made some years" 
ago to connect the Daulat Khdn Khdl and BhoM Khdl in the island 
of Dakshin Shdhbizpur, but the project was not completed; the 
channel is only navigable in the rains, and then only by small boats. 
The Canais Act has been introduced into Bilkarganj, and four toll- 
stations have been established, from which a considerable revenue is 
derived, but nothing has yet been done by Government towards 
excavating or deepening any of the channels. In the year 1869, 655 
deaths from drowning were reported to the Police authorities, but it 
is very doubtful whether the figures represent the total loss of life 
from this cause. The most frequent cause of drowning is the falling 
of children into the deep moats which surround nearly every house. 

River Trakfic. — The lown.s-and villages are all situated on the 
banks of a river or stream, but the only large towm in the District is 
Barisdl. The principal places inhabited by a large community living 
by river traffic are the following : — (i) Nalchiti, on the river of the 
same name the principal imports being salt, tobacco, oil, and sugar; 
and the chief exports rice and betel-nuts. (2) Mahdrdjganj, or 
Jhiilakjitf, on the Jhcllakatf Klidl ; the imports and exports are the 
same as those at Nalchitf, with the addition that it is a large market 
for the sale of timber, especially Sundn wood. (3) Mdddn'pur, on 
the Kumdr, principally exports jute ; its imports are tobacCo and oil. 
(4) Sdhibganj, on the river of the same name, principally exports 
rice, molasses, and Stvidfi wood, and imports salt, oil, tobacco, 
and pulses. (5) Daulat Khdn, in the island of Dakshfn Shdhbdzpur, 
pYV^cipally exports betePnuts. The staples of Bdkarganj District, 
which are the principal support of the river traffic, are rice, cocoa- 
nuts, and bctel-nu^ts,* among the exports; the chief import is salt. 
The sole use to whic^h the rivers arc put is for the purposes of 
navigation. Irrigation is scarcely known, but a small watercourse 
is occasionally dammed up fgr this purpose. The water of the rivers 
is nowhere utilised as a motive power for turning machinery, although 
the Collector reports that in the rains they have a strong enough 
current to admit of their being used in this way. 

Fisheries. — There are no regular fishing towns or villages in the 
District^ but most villages contain cn^ or two fishermen's houses. 
The Collector, in 1871, Stated that the number of professional fisher- 
men in the District is not very great, but nearly every man fishes 
on his own account, either by net or rod, whenever he has leisure, 
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and this contributes a good deal to his maintenance. ^The 
Census Eeport of 1872 returns the number of fishing and Loattiig 
castes in Bikarganj District at 20,628, or *87 per cent, of the 
population. This, however, is exclusive of Muhammadan fishermen, 
and as the Musalmans outnumber the Hindus by nearly two to one, 
there is a serious element of error in these figures. The i)rin“ 
cipal Government fishery in the District is in the Kotwdlipdrd 
marshes ; it was farmed out in 1869 for ;£24S, Most of the fisheries 
in the District \7ere taken ])Ossc^sion of by Government some 
years ago. but afterwards relinquished. Fish are caught with nets, 
hook’s, traps, and snares of numerous sorts. The local names 
for the principal sorts of nets (the mesh varying in size from less 
than a quarter of an inch upwards), arc as follow : — be?- jdl^ jJuiki jaly 
ndngld Jai, utJur jdly Insdl jd/, pond jdl, sa?i^ic jd/, mal jdl, khord jdl. 
'idle princi[)al traps or snares used are the following : — -chaiy hochd^ 
po/Uj kochy bid, ?iU(\ /bop. 

Marsh Reclamation and Cultivation. — Little has been done 
towards embanking rivers and marshes with a vievv^to their reclama- 
tion and the extension of cultivation. The most important step 
that has been recently taken in this direction was the cutting of the 
canal before alluded to, by the Nanil landholders — a work which 
will have tlic effect of reclaiming much of the Kotwillipdri marshes. 
The banks of the rivers and the marshes produce large quantities 
of reeds, which arc used in making mats. Long- stemmed rice 
is extensively cultivated in the swamps and marshy lands. These 
marshes usually dry iq; in March or April, at which time the land is 
plouglicd. When the rain sets in, the pa^dy stem shoots up \wt 4 i 
tlie rise of the water. Any sudden rise of water to such a height 
tliat the growth of the jilant is unable to keep pace wfth it, destroysthe 
crop. Long-stemmed rice can be cultivated ii>water to the depth of 
eighteen or t\venty feet, but the seed must be sown when the marshes 
are dry, or nearly so, before the raing set in. Colonel Gartrell 
speaks of a stem of this variety of rice which he liimself •Saw, and 
which was upwards of thirty feet long. No increase to the length of 
die stem of this variety of rice appears to have b^cn effected by im- 
proved cultivation. The nafnes of the various kinds of long-stemmed 
rice grown in the District arenas follow: — Pakshirdj, Kdlifmilnik, 
Lakshmfbilas, Rdenda, Bo tar, Kdchkalam, ^^ittardj, Lepd, Khaid- 
mugrf, Nethpdsi, Bhojdnkarpur, Dalkachu, Chindisd, Bdirdkdll 



1 7 2 STA riSTICAL A CCO UNT OF BAKARGANy DISTRICT. 

1 

Kdl^tnan^, Kdldurd, Betak, Nepurkdni, Bans^mat, Nalaj, Sit^bhog, 
Cffhatrabhog, MdticMul, Kumrdgair, Dudhkalam, and Ghrita Sdil. 

Lines of Drainage. — Although the District is widely overspread 
with swamps, the water finds numerous exits in the shape of water- 
courses and channels. With regard to this subject, the following 
paragraphs are extracted from a pape^r on the “ Physical Character- 
istics of Bdkarganj,” which appeared in vol. xxxix. No. 78, of the 
Calcutta Review : — “ Although in a District so essentially flat, a 
complete system of natural drainage would scarcely be looked for, 
we find that, in fact, the whole District, except where the great 
Meghnd and Arjdl Khdn rivers have obliterated the old features of 
the country by recent deposits over its northern and eastern portions, 
may be divided into distinct drainage districts, each of them con- 
taining corresponding feaitures* In undulating tracts of country, the 
drainage ordinarily radiates from elevated centres towards the cir- 
cumjacent coast-line. In alluvial formations, on the contrary, owing 
to the excess of deposit on the edges, the water flows inwards from 
an elevated surrounding and enclosing ridge to a central basin, from 
whence it is conducted to the exterior, along watercourses piercing 
through this surrounding ridge, And this order is followed, not 
merely in tidal Districts like Bdkarganj, but in all alluvial formations, 
however elevated, as, for example, in Silhet. 

Each of the drainage circles or districts of Bdkarganj pos- 
sesses its central basin or reservoir of swamp, towards which the 
surface slopes in every direction from the exterior. On the exterior 
edge of the area, where it abuts on the large tidal rivers (which 
everywhere divide one dj^ainage circle from another), the land is well 
raised and covered with villages. The intermediate space is covered 
with rice cultivafion, and the centre is a lake or bily varying in size and 
depth with the season* of the year. From points not very far from the 
centre of this bit or marsh, and quite submerged in the rains, numerous 
little watercourses proceed in every direction towards the edge. 
These c2n only be recognised by the fact tliat a current flows along 
them, and by the narrow submerged rims of deposited earth which 
enclose them on .either side, and partially separate them from the 
bil proper.^ Beginning almost in nothitig, many combine to form 
otherSj which, though still within the and with banks concealed 
by its waters, present iftore defined features. At last, by the coales- 
cence of many, a watercourse is formed, with banks which, though 
but a few feet wide, and sloping rapidly towards the bil water, rise in 
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the cold weather above the swamp's surface. After further cy»ver- 
gence of such channels, we find ourselves in a khdl of moderate 
dimensions, with banks which are not submerged except in the height 
of the rains ; but we are still many stages from the great rivers whose 
banks are permanently above the water, and which are son;e hun- 
dreds of yards in width. ]^t is useless to particularise further. 
The numerous khdh which originate in the depths of the central 
reservoir terminate in some two or three considerable channels, 
which open into the main watercourse. Between this latter and the 
hil there is no water communication, except through these two or 
three channels and their ramifications. Even if q, short cut were 
artificially made direct into the k//, it would, in a few. rainy seasons, 
by sucking in at the ebb tide the water from all directions, create for 
itself a branched system of terminations under water, which, in the 
dry weather, would be exposed to view. The whole system depends 
on the principle that inundating waters, if in a position to lay down 
deposits, do so chiefly upon their actual banks, and thus tend to shut 
themselves off from the tract of submerged couiitry beyond. As 
the banks rise, the rush of water over them at ebb and flood is inten- 
sified, and at length bursts open channels of communication. These 
throw up enclosing banks in their turn, which process gives birth to 
new connecting channels piercing these new banks, and the process 
is repeated till the communicating channels become so small as 
scarcely to be noticed. 

It is obvious that in this manner tlie drainage of flat surfaces is 
performed in the most effectual manner. In undulating or moun- 
tainous countries, the drainage derives sufidcijent force from gravit^Kt^ 
maintain jhe channels open, but in alluvial flats the slow passage of 
the water would scarcely suffice. If in a tidal Distfict the drainage 
channels merely flowed from the interior of* each patch of land 
towards the circumference, they would soon fill with sediment brought 
in by the tide, wdiich would ebb and fl«v in them with but slight 
velocity; but where these channels a^ the only means of c*ommuni- 
cation between two considerable bodies of water constantly differing 
from each other in level, an adequate rate of speed is maintained. 
In the rainy season, the drainage reservoirs are connejDtec^ much 
more directly with the exte^^ior* than during the remainder of the 
year. The water from various causes stands* at an average at least 
six feet higher than in the dry season, and completely submerges all 
the interior articulations of the s} stem of relieving channels. Only 
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the larger and more external have their banks above the water ; the 
smaller feeders are supplied both from their extremities and over 
their own ‘banks. The greater volume of water which then requires 
passage is thus amply provided for j whilst in the dry weather, when 
the dramage volume is weak, the water is unable on account of the 
fall in its level to .leave the reservoir except through the extreme ends 
of very small channels. The banks of the different classes or grades 
of channels, each in turn, begin to fulfil their proper functions as the 
level decreases, and in this manner the water-way is always exactly 
proportioned to the volume to which it is required to give passage. 
In Districts of alluvium raised above tidal influence, the rise and 
fall of the rivers during the rainy season produces similar effects. 
The water in the swamps being only connected with these by narrow 
channels piercing the bar ks of the rivers, is always, unless the river 
remains very long at exactly the same level, either above or below 
that level, and the channels are incessantly occupied in restoring tlie 
balance, 

“ The swamps,^ or drainage reservoirs, are themselves an interest- 
ing feature in the physical geography of Bclkarganj. They vary 
greatly in size, in accordance with the area- of the tract they drain, 
and the amount of fHins!; up which they have undergone. In the 
eastern portion of the District, the alluvium from the Meghnd has 
completely obliterated the natural drainage organisation, which has 
become enveloped in one uniform mound sloping towards the west, 
and forming the right bank of this immense watercourse. In the 
west of the District, where the system of natural drainage prevails 
wtrlch we have endeavoured to describe, the swamps during the rainy 
season fill up the whole of each drainage tract, except its extreme 
margin, and the ‘banks of the primary channels which penetrate that 
margin. In the dry weather they are reduced till they form only 
the nucleus or central portion from which the relieving channels take 
their rise. . . . From the Ml on every side the country rises with 

considerable slope, the first firm ground being generally found in 
the watercourses. The 'drainage towards the ’Ml is along successive 
terraces of rice fields, each a few inches lower than the next above it. 
The water is retained in the higher ground for cultivation by means 
of the little hirds. or banks (here constructed of straw as well as earth), 
common throughout l/engal. It may be repeated that all the sur- 
face drainage of the tract surrounding each Ml flows towards it, and 
never into the penetrating channels, whose banks are invariably 
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higher than the ground outside, and always slope away froij^ the 
channel/' 

Minerals, &c., &c. — There are no mineral products, with the 
exception of salt. This can be extracted very easily from the soil 
in most parts of the District, and is a frequent cause of brei^hes of 
the Salt Laws. In some of tl\^ islands in the Meghnd estuary, the 
ground is quite white in the dry season from salt efflorescence. The 
only natural phenomenon in the District is a meteorological one, and 
is called the Barisdl Guns.” It is a singular loud sound, resem- 
bling the distant discharge of artillery, w’hich is heard in the south 
of the District, and especially during the rains.. A paper Avas 
read on the subject by Babu Gaur Dds Basdkh before the Asiatic 
Society some years ago, and more recently the Society’s attention was 
again called to the matter by a correspoiltlent in the EfiglisJutum ; 
but no one has yet come forward with a satisfactory explanation of 
the cause of this curious phenomenon- The statement that it is 
caused by the action of the waves on the sea-shore seems hardly 
tenable, as the sound is heard far inland, at sucItw a distance from 
the coast as would preclude the possibility of this exjdanation ; 
sometimes indeed as far north as Farfdi)ur. No caverns or hot 
springs are situated in Bdkarganj. 

Jungle Products. — The only forests in the District are situated 
in the southern tracts. They produce many varieties of limber and 
an abundant supply of firewood. The following are the principal 
varieties, and the use to which the timber is put. The list and 
Latin names are taken on the authority of Colonel Gastrell’s 
Report: — (i) Gdb (Diospyros embryopteris) ; an extract from«iTs 
fruit -is jy^plicd as a covering for native boats as a preservative 
against decay and sea-worms. (2) Plaritaki (Terfhinalia chebula), 
the gall-nut tree ; the fruit and galls are much fised by dyers ; with a 
mixture of alum and galls they obtain a yellow, and with ferruginous 
mud, an excellent black. (3) Sundrf (Jhleritiera minor) ; a strong 
wood used for a variety of purposes ; Jarge quantities are exported to 
the Calcutta market as firewood. (4) Pasur ; used for the manufac- 
ture of native furniture. (5) Keord (Sonneratia apetala) ; used for plat- 
forms, making boxes, &c. *(6) Kirpd (Lumnilzera racemosa]^; used 
for making small boats, for gost«, rafters, &:c., of houses, and in Cal- 
cutta as firewood. (7) Bairi (Zizyphus jujiTba). (8) Kardi ; used 
for posts, &c. (9) Aumsir; used for making posts, &:c. (lo) Gardn 

(Ceriops Roxburghianus) ; the timber is used for making posts, and 



176 STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF bAkARGANJ DISTRICT. 


the l|^rk for tanning, (ii) Sondlf ; the timber is used for making 
posts, and the bark for tanning purposes. (12) Jin ; firewood. (13) 
Lohdkharrd; firewood. (14) Phulsi; firewood. (15) Singi^ ; fire- 
wood. (16) Chdild; firewood. (17) Kdnkrd (Bruguiera rheedii) ; 
firewood ; a hard and durable wood. (18) Ndringd ; used for making 
the handles of billhooks, axes, and spades or mattocks. (19) Bali; 
firewood ; the inner bark also yields a strong fibre. (20) Uriin ; 
used for making small boats, platforms, &c. (21) Gdmbh^r; used 

for native drums, picture- frames, &c. In addition to the above are 
the following small trees and shrubs : — (22) Archakd (Sonneratia 
acida) ; a good firewood. (23) Bhord (Rhizophora mucronata) ; a 
durable wood of a dark red colour. (24) Jddupdling (Salicornia 
Indica) ; a shrub from which the natives obtain barilla for soap. 
(25) Boali ; used for the same purpose as the above. (26) Rental 
(Phcenix paludosa) ; the young trees are used for making walking- 
sticks, the older trees being made up into rafters for huts; the leaves 
are used for thatching. (27) Karanjd ; the wood is used as fuel, and 
for making charcoal ; the oil of the fruit is used for medicinal pur- 
poses. I have had to trust to Colonel Gastrell’s Report for the 
Latin names. The woodcutters have a prescriptive right to the 
timber of these forests, and the late Commissioner of the Sundarbans 
reported that although they have no right to cut forest trees, they 
have always been permitted the privilege of doing so, and the timber 
is cut by woodcutters without a license. No forest conservancy 
exists in the Sundarbans, nor is any deemed necessary. Among the 
wild vegetable productions of marketable value in the District, the 
ffTOst important is the Jiogld reed, which is extensively used for 
making mats. Thatching grass grows wild, but is never cuUivafed; a 
fence is simply put round it to keep out cattle. The fine Sitalpdti 
mats are manufactured from the bark of a reed called partid\ the 
chief seat of the manufacture is at Rangsrf village, within the Bdkar- 
ganj police circle. In the southern forests bordering on the Sundar- 
bans an*annual revenue of ab9jUt ^11 is realised as license for the 
right of collecting honey and wax. The new chars^ especially the 
Falcon char and- Alexander char, are used as pasturage grounds. 
Many ^estates in Dakshin Shahbdzpur are let out on what is called a 
gorkdti settlement, and are used as .grazing tracts for cattle and 
buffaloes. 

' FERa? Natur^!:. — T he principal wild animals of the District are 
tigers, leopards, buffaloes, and wild hogs. The rewards paid for the 
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destruction of wild animals are £,1 per head for tigers, and io,s. per 
head for leopards. Formerly the rewards paid for this purpose w^ere 
half of those paid now; and the Collector states that even ihe amount 
paid at present is inefficient to reimburse the huntsmen for the 
risk and expense, as the bringing in the body of the animal must 
often run away with a good portion of the reward. Crocodiles are 
numerous in the rivers towards the south and west of the District, 
and annually kill a great number of people and cattle, but no re- 
ward is given for their destruction. In the hot weather, when they 
become specially troublesome, it is not safe to bathe in, or take 
watdV from, the streams, except at places specially protected by 
palisades of bamboos or wooden stakes. Colonel Gastrell states 
that “even this precaution fails at times ; instances have been fre- 
quently known of crocodiles entering within the palisades from the 
land side during the night, and in the morning the first notice of the 
hidden danger has been the struggles and shrieks of some unfortunate 
being seized and dragged under water by the huge reptile.’^ The 
average number of deaths reported during the five years ending 
1870 was 225 per annum from snake-bites and i4Vrom wild beasts. 
The Collector is of opinion, however, that these figures are con- 
siderably below the mark. No rewards have ever been given for 
snake-killing. The rivers and swamps of the District abound with 
fish. The following is a list of the principal fishes found in this 
District and throughout the Dacca Division : — Koral (coius), 
bhekti or bhetkf (vacti), hilsa or ilsji (ilasa), taps! (polynemiis), 
dhain, rohit or rui (rohita), kdtal orkd.tld (cyprinus), chital (notopterus 
chitala), kdlfbaus (labeo calbasu), bdns (one of the siluridoe), gilng, 
mdgiir, ghen4 ^ir or dri, bdgh dir, pdngaS (pangasius Buchanani), 
bodl (Wnllago 'attu), silang or siland, rithd, Min gr eel, chdi)ld or 
chdpild, bhangd or bhdngan (mugil cephalotus, also Rasbera 
elanga), bhol, ndndail bdchd, paud or pod, gdngld, kdulid, tul 
ddndi, kdjali, pipld said, . khorsold, dndari, mdhsir or mahdsaul, 
golsd, tengrd (macron es tengara), gdng tengrd, chdndd^ (equula 
ruconius), tek chan da, kdchki, subarnii kharikd, bdild or bele, bhedd, 
bdtdsi, phali (notopterus kapirat), tdtkind, pdbdd (Callichrous pabda), 
kdkild, mirgd or mirgel, dankond, cheld, rdm ch^ld or gdng cheld; 
gajdl, mdgur, jial or singi (saccobranchiis fossilis), kai, ^haliid 
(trichogaster), puti, and malandf or malundd^ Game birds are very 
numerous. Numbers of ‘waterfowl are caught annually, chiefly 

VOL. VI. M 
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for tl^ sake of their plumage, which is sent to the Calcutta market. 
I’he birds rnost sought for this purpose are the marabouts, kingfishers, 
flamingoes, cranes, pelicans, and wild geese. 

Population. — A rough census was made at the time of the Survey 
by the ^ivil officers of the demarcation establishment The method 
adopted was to count the number of houses as nearly as possible, and 
by multiplying the result by five, an approximate return of the 
population was arrived at This rough census returned the number 
of houses at 166,549; and the population at 832,745. An experi- 
mental census of two towns and two rural, tracts was made in 1869, 
tlie two former being taken by the police and villagers, ancf the 
latter by the police and the landholders ; each of these agencies, 
working independently of the other. The result, however, was not 
very successful, and the Magistrate states that marvellous obtuseness 
was manifested by all agencies in attempting to comprehend the mean- 
ing of the different headings, and that the work was laborious and 
tedious. Although the returns were sent back for revision, the infor- 
mation was still supposed to be inaccurate. The results of the census 
were reported as follow : — Town of Barisdl, area 1791 acres ; number 
of houses, 2286; population, males 4020, females 2360, total 
6380; average number of souls to a house, 278. Town of Mdddri- 
pur, number of houses, 699 ; population, males 1146, females 936, 
total 2082 ; average number of inmates per house 2*98. Block of 
villages {itiauzd) called Hdtdlid Pasiirbania, in Salimdbdd Fiscal Divi- 
sion ; area 2841 acres ; number of houses, 972 ; population, males 
2113, females 2051, total 4164; average number of souls per house, 
4*1^8 \ average number of souls per acre, r*46. Mauzd Bandarkhdli 
Halkd, in Bozargomedpiir Fiscal Division ; area 3033 acres ; number 
of houses 523 ; population, males 1170, females 1188, total 2358; 
average number of spuls per house, 4*5 ; average number of souls 
per acre, 77. The reason Avhy the average number of inmates to a 
house is higher in the country than in the town, is that town life is 
disliked by the people, and those classes who carry on their business 
in towns keep the families in tCiC'Country. 

A more exact census of the whole District was taken by authority 
of Government in January 1872. Airangements were carefully 
organiced in order to secure a correct enumeration ; and Mr Bever- 
idge, the Collector, thus describes the various agencies he made use 
of, and some of the measures taken to overcome the peculiar diffi- 
culties experienced in his District : — 
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“ The fullest possible advantage was taken of all available «Tids in 
effecting the Census. The schoolmasters, the excise establiLi. ments 
and boats, the police patrol-boats, and the police generally , the toll- 
collectors, the pound-keepers, and the village c/iaukiddrs, &c., were 
all pressed into the service. There are no Government patwdris 
(village accountants) in this District, and very few estates under 
Government {khds) management ; but in the island of DaksKfn 
Shd.hbdzpur valuable aid was obtained from the iahsilddr (revenue 
collector) of Jainagar, which is the only considerable estate under 
direct Govjerninent management. Tlie* subdi visional system has 
been carried out to some extent in this District, and great use was 
made of it in the work of the Census. The four subdivisional officers 
all did their best, and two of them* wdiose head-quarters are not 
centrically situated were out in the interior of their Subdivisions on 
the night of the Census. The Tatiidkhdlf Subdivision, which is of 
very recent creation, was of material service in counting the inhabi- 
tants of the south of the District, and the District Superintendent of 
Police did good service in this quarter. 

“ In order to make tlu; services of the village teacfiers fully available, 
the sanction of the inspector was obtained to the schools being closed 
for fifteen days, and with a similar object the Accountant-Generals 
I)ermission was obtained to the closing of the District and sub- 
divisional treasuries . for three days — viz., from the 13th to the i6th 
of January. The public also were warned beforehand that it would 
be difficult to attend to their cases during the census work, and the 
mukhtdrs and others connected with our courts assisted us by keep- 
ing back complaints until the Magistrate should have time to attend 
to them. So also the i')olice were instructed not to send up cases 
during f<ie census work, if the doing so could be c^oided. I ought 
not to omit to mention two preliminary orders to the police which I 
believe were of some service. One was the excusing of village 
chaiditddrs from attendance at the ihdnd during the month of 
January unless they had to report crime, and the other was an 
announcement to the public the c/iatMddrs that they should 

cut the jungle near their houses and see that the bamboo bridges 
over the Md/s or canals were in good order, so that the enumerators 

might go about easily 

So far I have spoken only of official assistance, and I have much 
pleasure in testifying that it was most willingly and efficiently 
rendered, and that I do not think any official or quasi-official 
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resource was overlooked or not used to the utmost. The weak 
point of the Census was of course the counting of the floating popu- 
lation, but* we did our best to overcome the defect. Here it was 
that our boat establishments, such as they were, proved serviceable ; 
and by calling out the excise boats, the police patrol and station 
boats, and the toll collectors^ and toll overseers’ boats, and by 
allowing boat-hire to Government officials (as far as our' funds 
would allow), we sought to make this part of our test as far as 
possible a success. As regards aid from the public, I have to say 
that the landholders and their agents co-operated most heartily with 
the officials, and that some of them put themselves to considerable 
expense and trouble thereby.” 

In another communication Mr Beveridge writes as follows : — “ I 
had always been afraid of the Census in Patudkhalf not being pro- 
perly carried out, both because the Deputy was new to this District, 
and because of the difficult nature of the country. I was also much 
afraid that the census of the Maghs and woodcutters would not be 
properly taken. However, by the Police Superintendent undertaking 
the southern parts of the Subdivision, these fears were removed, 
and I believe that the census has been taken as accurately in 
Patudkhdlf as in any other part of the District.” 

After mentioning the names of certain zaminddrs and others who 
had assisted in the work, the Collector proceeds: — ‘‘Although the 
gentlemen whom 1 have above named were from their position 
enabled to give us much help, I need hardly say that the real stress 
of the work fell upon the village enumerators. These men put 
the^Qiselves to great personal inconvenience, and even occasional 
personal danger from snhkes and tigers, in taking the census, and 
they also in many cases incun-ed expenses for boat-hire, whith, I am 
sorry to say, could ijot always be reimbursed to them. Many of 
them I understand spent Rs. 3 to Rs. 5 and even more, on boat-hire, 
and all they could get was Rs. 1-8-0 or Rs. 2-8-0, out of which they 
had alsOuin some cases to supply themselves with lights and paper. 
They have, it is true, all received letters of thanks, but they deserved 
some substantial reward, and I regret that the small funds at my 
disposal did not allow of this being given ^ One of the enumerators 
gave vent to his feelings in Bengali verse, in which he somewhat 
graphically portrayed bis sufferings oif the night in question, ex- 
pressing a hope that they would not be overlooked by a beneficent 
and grateful government. 
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‘‘As the enumerators were, so to speak, the backbone of the 
affair, so was the selection of enumerators the most ir*,;»ortant 
and difficult work of the officials. It was a task which required 
great knowledge of the Mufassal as well as patience and tact, and it 
could not be accomplished without a good deal of physical fatigue. 
In many cases, especially in the south of the District, it was impos- 
sible to get local enumeratdVs who could read and write, but every 
effort was made, and I believe that the list of enumerators, when 
finally revised, was about as good ns could be made.” 

With regard to the accuracy of the results obtained, Mr Beveridge 
records his belief that the Census of Bikarganj was taken “ with as 
near an approach to accuracy as was compatible with the limited 
amount of money placed at our disposal.” Mr Testro, the Assistant 
Magistrate and Collector, who supervised the operations in a portion 
of the District, states : — “ I myself visited four circles, and in addi- 
tion to the house registers of those circles I personally tested the 
registers at four other places. These places were selected at random, 
and from what I saw I can say that I really believe the work to have 
been done with a very close approach to exactness. I found every 
house numbered and properly entered, and if only the people in 
each house were counted correctly (and I see no reason why they 
should not have been), the results obtained may be accepted as 
really representing the actual state of things. Considerations of 
averages may point to incorrectness in carrying out some of the 
orders, but inaccurac y as to the totals does not necessarily follow.” 
The Subdivisional officers also reported to the same effect. The 
total cost of the Census throughout the District amounted to jC2j8^ 
17s., spread over an area of 4935 square miles, for the enumeration 
of a peculation numbering 2,377,433 souls. 

The following paragraph, extracted from page 106 of the Census 
Report, illustrates the comparative density* of the population in 
various parts of the District : — “ The land to the north-east, which 
adjoins the southern t hands of FariJpur, is marshy, with a com- 
paratively scanty population ; bqj: fhe central strip of tfie District 
is particularly fertile even for Bengal, and very densely peopled. 
The thdnds bordering on Deora have about 800 persons to the 
square mile. Jhdlakati, Nalchiti, and Bakarganj, whicli all^ con^.ain 
large rice marts, have aboyt rooo persons to the square mile. In 
the south, however, the population is thinner, there being still large 
tracts of uncleared Suhdarbans bordering on the estuary of the 
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Haringhdt^ The three southern thdnds of Mathb^rf, Gulsdkhilf, 
and IMi^sdkhdH, with an aggregate area of 1216 square miles, haVe 
only a population of a little over a quarter of a million, giving an 
average of only about 200 persons to the square mile. In the island 
of Dakshin Shdhbdzpur the number of persons to the square mile is 
271.” ' 

The general results of the Census disclosed a total population of 
2,377,433 souls, inhabiting 321,657 houses, the average density of 
population being 482 per square mile. The following table illustrates 
the area and population of each Police Circle and Subdivision in 
the District, as returned in the Census Report, from which It is 
quoted verbatim, * A redistribution of the thdnd areas, however, is 
in contemplation, as also the separation of the Mdddrfpur Subdivi- 
sion from Bdkarganj, and its annexation to the neighbouring District 
of Faridpur. These figures niust therefore be accepted subject to 
alteration in consequence of the proposed changes. 

The Census area includes 667 square miles of Sundarbans, chiefly 
lying within the Police Circle of Khdlsdkhali. This tract is the 
thinnest populated in the whole District, and contains an average 
of only 122 inhabitants per square mile.* 

Population Classified according to Sex, Religion, and Age. 
--The total population of Bdkarganj District amounts to 2,377,433, 
viz., 1,204,237 males, and 1,173,196 females; the proportion of 
males to the total population is 507 per cent., and the average 
density of the population 482 per square mile. Classified according 
to age, the Census gives the following results : — Hindus, under twelve 
years of age, males 144,122, females 119,377 ; above twelve years of 
age^nmles 269,747, females 294,147. Muhammadans, under twelve 
years, males 320,162, females 262,963; above twelve yearg, males 
465,607, females 492,233. Buddhists, under twelve years, males 
927, females ^842; above twelve years, males 1213, females 1067. 
Christians, under twelve years, males 1001, females 870; above 
twelve years, males 1436, females 1545. Other denominations not 
classified separately, under twelve years, males 6, females 10 ; above 
twelve years, males 16, females 142. Total of all classes, under 
twelve years, ^ males ‘466, 2 1 8, females 384,062 ; above twelve years, 
males 738,079, females 789,134. The cause of the small proportion 
of girls to boys, and the excessive proportion of adult females to 
adult males, is owdng to’ the fact that in Bengal girls attain woman- 

f • 
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[Sentence continued from the page before the Tahle.l 

hood earlier age than boys reach manhood ; and many of them 
are returned as women, while males of the same age continue to be 
classed as boys. The number and proportion of all ages of males 
and females may be taken as correct, the proportion of males in the 
total population being returned at 507 per cent. The number of 
insanes in the District is given at 70^3, or *0296 per cent, of the 
total population ; idiots at 86, or *0036 per cent, of the total popula- 
tion ; deaf and duml) at 579, or *0244 per cent, of the total popula- 
tion \ blind at 1375, or *0578 per cent, of the total population ; and 
lepers at 439, or *0185 per cent, of the total population. Total of 
all infirmities 31S2, or *1338 per cent, of the total population. It 
is a curious circumstance that of the total number of persons afflicted 
with the foregoing infirmities less than one-fourth, or only 768, were 
females. The proportion bf male infirms to the total male population 
is *2004 per cent., and of female infirms to the total female popula- 
tion *0654 per cent. 

Topulation according to Occupation. — The following para- 
graphs, showing the occupations of the people, are compiled from the 
tabular statements appended to the Census Report. The figures, 
however, must be taken as a rough approximation only, and the 
classification seems in many respects, perhaps unavoidably, imperfect. 
Upon this point Mr Beverley, in the concluding paragraphs of his 
Bengal Census Report, makes the following remarks : — 

♦ These tables have been drawn up according to the elaborate 
classification prescribed by Colonel Strachey. The labour which 
their compilation involved has been enormous, and is very inade- 
quakily represented by thj few jjages of tabular matter appended to 
this report. Neither can I regard the result as altogether jatisfac- 
tory. Even wert it possible so thoroughly to train several large 
establishments locateddn different places in the principles of classi- 
fication upon which the statement is intended to be based, that 
blunders on their part should be the exception instead of the rule, 
practical difficulties arise at every step from the indefiniteness of the 
information afforded by the returns themselves. To take, as an 
instance, the first class — Government servants — the figures under 
this head will probably be found very wide of the truth. A man 
who describes himself merely as an engineer, a kardnt, or a piyddd^ 
may or may not be a Gclvernraent servant, and it is left to the discre- 
tiop of the compiler to include or omit him from the class. The 
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same difficulty presents itself in regard to every other class. A 
weaver may weave silk, cotton, or jute ; but unless inform^on on 
the point is afforded, it is impossible to acquire a satisfactory idea of 
those various trades. Even were it practicable for the head of the 
office to go tlirough the millions of returns himself, the result, 
considering the nature of the material, could not be otlfer than 
unsatisfactory. As it is, his Portions are far from cheered by the 
conviction that will continually force itself upon him, that, after all, 
the statistics exhibited in this voluminous statement must be but 
a sorry equivalent for the immense labour and expense which its 
preparation invplves. 

It is important, however, that I should state hefw the information 
in these tables has been obtained. In the form of return the occu- 
pation of male adults only was intended to be recorded. In cases, 
however, where there was no male achilt liouseholder, the occupation 
entered has been assumed to be that of the women shown against 
it. The statement, therefore, as regards women is altogether incom- 
plete. The occupation of those women who have husbands or 
fathers is not shown, while that shown is often the*occupation rather 
of the woman’s absent or deceased husband than her own. It was 
not uncommon, for instance, to find women * describing themselves 
as pursuing the avocation of blacksmiths or braziers. A strictly 
accurate return of the occupation of women can, of course, only 
be compiled when each individual woman is separately specified in 
the returns,” 

Occupations ok Males. — Class I. — Persons employed under 
Government, Munici])al, or other local authorities : — Government 
Police, 423; Rural Police, 5187; Covei^ntcd Civil servants^ 7; 
subordinate judicial officers, 5 ; subordinate executive officers, 3 ; 
Educational officers, 5; Public Works officials,* 7* Post-office, 45; 
ICxcise, 31 ; clerks, 46; messengers {piyddds)* 75 ; others, 5; total 
of Class I., 5839. 

Class II. — Professional persons, divi(ied into professors of religion, 
education, literature, law, medicine, ^fine arts, surveying, and engi- 
neering : — Hindu Priests {purohits)^ 945° ; spiritual guides {gurus\ 
523 ; astrologers and astronomers {dchdrjyas), I85 ; Muhammadan 
priests {mullds), 5 ; pilgrinT guides, 43 temple attendant^, 5 \Jihund- 
kars, 90; schoolmasters, 1^3° > teachers of Sanskrit {pandUs)^ 76; 
Muhammadan clerks and interpreters {inuitsins), 46 ; Muhammadan 
law-doctors {maulvis)^ 94 j students and scholars, 1759; pleadefVs, 
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71; law-agents {mukhidrs), 261; stamp vendors, 56; doctors, 140; 

medical practitioners-, 3713; vaccinators, 10; cow-doctors 
{goifaidyas}, 32; men-midwives, 314; compounders, i; musicians, 
2475; singers, 158; actors, 4; jugglers, 14; painters, 51; snake- 
charmers, 22 ; .surveyors (dmms), 2; total of Class IL, 20,691. 

Class III.— Persons in service or performing personal offices : — 
Personal servants, 8958; cooks, 94*; barbers, 9747; washermen 
{dhoMs)^ 7694; sweepers {mihtars), 520; water carrier {bhisti)^ i; 
doorkeepers {danvdns), 149; gardeners {md/is), 44; marriage regis- 
trars (gba/i7l:s), 334 ; innkeeper, i ; unspecified, 635 ; total of Class 
III., 28,177. 

Class IV. — Persons engaged in agriculture and with animals : — 
Superior landlords (zaminddrs), 1963 ; large leaseholders {ijdrdddrs\ 
18; holders of rent-free tenures {Idkhirdjddrs), 26; subordinate 
landlords (tdhikddrs)^ to,'3o 8 ;« small leaseholders {painiddrs\ 378; 
small permanent tenure-holders (Joidd^'s), 4 ; ordinary cultivators, 
473,477 ; haivdldddrs, 8403; land stewards {gumdshtds), 662; rent 
collectors {tahsilddrs), 1239; village accountants {patwdris)^ 268; 
holders of lands* on military service tenures, or as servants of the 
zaminddrs {pdtks)^ 1629 ; village headmen (inandals)^ i ; rent collector 
in charge of estates {ndib)y i ; managers of estates, 9 ; shepherds, 3 ; 
cowherds, 214; elephant drivers (rndhu/s), 7; grooms, 41; farriers 
and shoeing smiths {fidlbands\ 2 ; hunters {shikdris), 37 ; total of 
Class IV., 498,690. 

Class V. — Persons engaged in commerce and trade, as in the 
conveyance of money and goods, in keeping and lending money, 
and in the sale of goods : — Cabmen, 5 ; carters, 2 ; palanquin 
bearers, 1437; boatmen^ 27,662; farmers of ferries, 102; lascars, 
II ; warehousemen (dratddrs), 77; weighmen, 260; bankers and 
mahdjans^ 1219 pawnbrokers and money-changers (podddrs\ 70.; 
cashiers, 7; money-lenders, 8706; merchants, 542; sanddgars^ 14; 
petty dealers (bepdfis), 2947 ; shopkeepers, 23,241 ; hawkers, 10 ; 
brokers {daldls\ 40 ; clerks, 58 ; outdoor clerks (sarkdrs)^ 96 ; 
shopmen; 12 ; vernacular clerks {ftmharrirs), 12,783; managers, 6; 
total of Class V., 79,301. 

Class VI. — Persons employed in mechanical arts, manufactures, 
and engineering operations, and in the sak of goods manufactured or 
prepared for consumption : — Glassmakers, 25 ; masons (rdjmistris\ 
476; bricklayers, 8; sdwyers, 61; carpenters, 38; thatchers, 853; 
painters, 2; boat-builders, 132; blacksmiths, 1518; dealers in hard- 



POP ULA TION A CCORDING TO OCCUPA TION. 1 87 

ware, 5; coppersmiths* and workers in bell-metal {kdnsdHs) 216; 
tinmen, 5 ; goldsmiths, 3071 ; jeweller, i ; watchmakers, 4 ; j[>Jtters, 
3177; lime vendors, 87; cabinetmakers, 5965; comb*maker, i; 
mat-makers, 677; basketmakers, 186; toymakers, 10; beadmakers, 
10; garland-makers, 501; shell' carvers, 244; cotton carders, 17; 
cotton spinners, 32; cotton weavers, 14,146; tailors, 112^; shoe- 
makers, 398; cloth vendors,* 357 ; ornament makers, 109; gunny- 
bag makers, 543; printers, 3; bookbinders (daftids)^ 12; paper- 
makers, 91 ; oil sellers, 1446 ; rice sellers, 1631 ; grain huskers, 245 ; 
bakers, 68 ; grain parchers, 7 ; costermongers, 42 ; confectioners, 
26;* sellers of molasses {gnr\ 135; butchers, 3; fishermen, 17,607; 
milkmen, 1123; spirit sellers, 6; toddy sellers," 33 ; liquor-shop 
keej^ers, 6 ; tobacco sellers, 15 ; opium seller, i ; ganjd sellers, 
^9'}pdtt sellers, 2678; salt sellers, 8; dealers in firewood, 739; 
dealers in charcoal, 3 ; dealers iif straw, 5 ; dealers in hides, 
320; skinners and leather dealers, 192; total of Class VI., 
60,468. 

Class VII. ^ — Miscellaneous persons not classed otherwise : — 
Pensioners, 157; beggars and paupers, 4789; labourers, 37,028; 
unerilployed, 2433; male children, 466,664; total of Class VII., 
511,071 ; grand total of males of all classes, 1,204,237. 

Occupations of Females. — The general caution which I have 
prefixed to the paragraphs on the employment of the people applies 
with special force to this Section. 

Class I . — NiL 

Class IL — Professional females; — Priestesses, 199; female 
spiritual guides {guf'i 4 s)j 14; schoolmistresses, 3; dais, ii; Mu- 
hammadan female medical practitioners i^akitns), 4 ; female JTow- 
doctors ^gobaidyas), 3 ; dancers, 3 ; painters, i ; total of Class II., 
238. 

Class III. — Females in service or performihg personal offices : — 
Personal servants, 425; nurses, 19; female cooks, 44; female 
barbers, 46; washerwomen, 213; femaie sweepers 19; 

prostitutes, 1189 ; unspecified, 65; t^tal of Class III., 2020. 

Class IV. — Females engaged in agriculture or with animals : — 
P’emale landlords {zami/idd?'s), 178 ; female leaseholders (patmddrs), 
56; female subordinate landlords (tdlukddrs), 900; ijpmale culci- 
vators with rights of occupancy, i8 ; ordinary female cultivators, 
8378 ; total of Class IV., 9530. 

Class V. — Females engaged in commerce or trade : — Feitiale 
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warehouse-keepers, 3 ; feiriaJe money-lenders, 347 ; female shop- 
keepoi^, jojs j female petty dealers {bey^dHs), 21 ; total of Class V., ’ 
1446. • 

Class VI. — Females employed in manufactures, or in the sale of 
goods manufactured or prepared for consumption: — Dealers in 
hardware, 2; dealers in pottery, 59; dealers in lime, 4; basket- 
makers, 30; mat makers, 85; garland sellers, 41; spinners, 1277; 
weavers, 228; tailoresses, 15; net-makers, 131 j female shoemakers, 
6; rice dealers, 210; oil dealers, 54; grain parchers, 24; grain 
buskers, 2971 ; fishwomen, 336; milk sellers, 27 \ pdn sellers, 103; 
dealers in firewood, 127 \ total of Class VI., 5730. • 

Class VII.— ^Miscellaneous females not classed otherwise: — 
Female pensioners, 35 ; female beggars and paupers, 1908 ; female 
labourers, 1113; unemployed females, 766,861; female children, 
384,315 ; total of Class Vll., 1,154,232. Grand total of females of 
all classes, 1,173,196. 

Ethnical Division of the People.— The Census Report of 
1872 thus clas.sifies the population of Bdkarganj District: — Non- 
Asiatics, 27; Eurasians, 127; aboriginal tribc.s, 3023; Semi-Hin- 
duised aborigines, 342,583 ; Hindu castes, 476,145 ; persons of 
Hindu origin not recognising caste, 10,497 ; Muhammadans, 
1,540,965; Maghs, 4066; grand total, 2,377,433- 

Immigrant Races. — The situation of the District laid it open 
in olden times to predatory incursions by the Maghs or Ardkanese, 
who made regular raids up the rivers in fleets of armed boats, and 
to such an extent were their ravages carried on, that in Rennefs 
map a considerable tract is marked as ‘depopulated by the 
Maghs.” Many of thenv have now, however, permanently settled in 
the District, and are described as a quiet and peaceable community. 
In olden times the feeling about caste in the District w’as so sensi- 
tive, that the fact of a Magh passing through a house was considered 
to pollute it and its owner. The Maghs are, properly speaking, 
Buddhists by religion, but from long residence in a District where 
Buddhism is unknown, nearly aU ♦^races of their religion have become 
obliterated. Thus, in 1867 it is said that there was not a single 
Buddhist priest for the whole of the Magh colonies settled in the 
southern part of the District. Many Maghs have now embraced 
Hinduism, and are divided into the saice castes as their co-religion- 
ists of Bengal proper. There are Magh Brdhmans, Baidyas, Kdy- 
asths, &c., but they arc despised by the general Hindu community. 
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and indeed they themselves consider that they are scarcely admis- 
sible into it. Although looked down upon from a religious of 
view, the Maghs from their straightforwardness and peaceable dis- 
position have won for themselves the respect of the Bengalis, who 
address them by the title of Chaudhrls, or headmen. The following 
account of their settlement in Bdkarganj District is extracted from 
the Report of the Collector, "quoted at page 140 of the “ History 
and Statistics of the Dacca Division The Maghs first settled in 
the Sundarbans some seventy years ago, when they fled from their 
homes during the war between the Pegu and Ardkdn Rdjas, which 
ended in the conquest of Ardkdn by Pegu. At Khdprabhdngd, near 
Chopli I met several old Magh women who must have been at least 
seventy years old, and who said they came over to settle there when 
they were quite girls. The -IMaghs have a great love for their old 
homes, to which they make occasionalVisits. They generally wait for 
the fair weather in the cold season, and cross to Chittagong and Cox's 
Bdzdr in ordinary boats, and thence go home. They adhere to their 
own mode of living, and only intermarry among themselves. Their 
dwellings are built on the same model as the Burmese houses. It is 
interesting to see the Magh settlements dotted all about the Sundar- 
bans, and one might almost fancy he was travelling through Burmese 
villages while among the Bdkarganj Maghs. It has been said that 
the Maghs of Ardkdnese are a very indolent race. They may be so 
in their own country, but they are certainly not so in the Sundarbans. 
None but Maghs could have cleared the sea-board Jungles so well. 
Whatever they may be in their own country, they are a most indus- 
trious, energetic race in the Sundarbans. But they must have their 
own way to set about it. Thus, I have not unfrequently heard tharthe 
Maghs are bad clearers for the Sundarbans, because they only stay a 
year or two at a place where the jungle grows, and sow and reap the 
crops, and then go away. This is perfectly true in one sense. They 
do not like clearing jungle lands for others. Wherever they have had 
a grant of land in their own hancte, as at^hdprdbhangd, which is near 
Chopli, and at other neighbouringq)liiices, they settle down with their 
families, and clear the land in the most wonderful manner. This 
partly arises from their fear of the Bengali or ndibs (revenue 

agents), of whom they have r* most wholesome horror, and frqjn tl eir 
fear of foreigners generally. •’'Among the M^ghs settled in this Dis- 
trict there are some leading families who have amassed great wealth. 
Besides those settled down in the south of Bdkarganj, a large 
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nun^er of them come every year to Nalchitf to buy betel-nut, rice, 
&c.” ' tThe Census Report of 1872 returned the number of Maghs in 
BdkarganJ District at 4066. The Bunds are immigrants, but number 
very few in Bdkarganj, and cannot say from what part of the country 
they originally came.' They are chiefly employed as woodcutters, 
and numbered 173 in the District according to the Census of 1872. 

Immigration and Emigration does not take place to any extent 
in Bdkarganj at the present day. At harvest-time, about December, 
a number of reai^ers come from Dacca and Farfdpur, but they 
all return to their homes after the crops are cut. The large 
traders and mercliants generally have places of business in other 
Districts, and for the most part are not natives of Bdkarganj. The 
professional classes also are chiefly recruited from the neighbouring 
Districts of Dacca and Farfdpur. 

Castes. — There are three classes of Brahmans in the District, the 
Rdrhi, Bdrendra, and Vaidik \ the Rdrhi and Bdrendra being com- 
paratively few in number, while the Vaidiks are more numerous. 
Some classes of Brdhmans have become degraded by their serving 
as priests to the clespised classes, that is, to those from whose hands 
a pure Brdhman will not take water. These lapsed Brdhmans are 
not admitted to intercourse with the pure Brdhmans, and are called 
by the name of the caste they have attached themselves to, such as 
Shdhd Brdhman, Kaibartta Brdhman, Subarna Banik &dhman, &c. 
The ordinary Brdhmans of Bdkarganj are either employed in reli- 
gious pursuits, in Government service, or as lawyers ; many are also 
landed proprietors. They are fairly numerous in the District, and 
are highly esteemed. Although the majority of the Brdhmans are 
poor, many are comfortably off, and a few are rich men. Their 
number, as returned by the Census of 1872, was 65,254. ' (2) The 
Kshattriyas formed the second or warrior caste in the ancient San- 
skrit fourfold social classification, but it is believed that there are now 
no pure Kshattriyas in Bengal. The Census Report classifies them 
as a trading caste, and returns theif number at 112. (3)’ Rdjputs, a 

tribe of the North-Western Provinces, who claim to belong to the 
Kshattriya caste, and are generally employed in military service; 
number in Bdkarganj District, 952. (4) Baidya ; their caste occupa- 

tion is Miat of hereditary physicians, but within recent years many of 
them have abandoned their ancient occupation, and are now landed 
proprietors or Government clerks. They rank high in social esteem, 
and although the majority are said to be in ratherpoor circumstances, 
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many of them are well off, and a few are really wealthy men. The 
Census Report of 1872 returns their number at 12,960. (5) I^^y^sth; 
this caste is divided into two sects in Bdkarganj, called respectively 
Banga and Dakshfn Rdrhi. The latter is insignificant in point of 
numbers, but the former is very numerous, and indeed outnumbers 
all the other respectable castes in the District. The Census 'Repor-t 
returns the Kdyasths of Bdkarganj at 125,164. Among them are 
many men of high rank, and in wealthy circumstances. All Banga 
Kdyasths throughout Bengal would think it an honour to marry into 
any of the following Bikarganj families : — The Thdkurtd (family name 
Guh^) at Bdnarfpdra ; the Dastiddr (Ghosli) family at Gabhd. ; the 
Ror (Ghosh) family at Narottampur; and the Rof (Basu) family at 
Nathulibdgh. The Kdyasths are employed in a variety of respectable 
occupations, as Government servants, writers, clerks, &;c., and are 
held in high social esteem. In worldly circumstances they are gene- 
rally well off (6) Mdrwdri and Agarwdld, up-country trading castes, 
who claim to be Kshattriyas ; number in Bdkarganj District, 76. 
(7) Barna Bipra, a class of Brdhmans who are considered to have 
become degraded in consequence of their officiafing as priests to 
the low castes. They are said to be numerous in Bdkarganj, but 
are not returned as a separate caste in the. Census Return, the num- 
bers being probably included in the general total of Brdhmans given 
above. (8) Daibajna or Achdrjya, fortune-tellers and astrologers. 
They are reckoned as degraded Brahmans, from their practice of 
indiscriminately taking gifts from the low castes. The caste is not 
shown separately in Ihe Census Rej^ort, their numbers being pro- 
bably included with the other Brdhmans. (9) Agraddnf, a lapsed 
class of Brdhmans, who have become degraded from their practice of 
receiving gifts at funeral obsequies (srdddhas ) ; not^given separately 
in the Census Return. 

The Sudra castes come next. ,The following list is arranged as far 
as possible in the order in which each caste is ranked in local public 
esteem; the numbers being derived front the Census Report of 1S72: 
— (10) Nipit, barbers; number in.ii72, 40,044. (ii) Kdmdr, black- 
smiths; number, 11,408. (12) Kumdr or Kumbhdr, potters; num- 
ber, 13,748. (13) Tilf or Telf, originally oil pressers and sellers by 

caste occupation, but within recent years many of theni hav^ ab?n- 
doned their hereditary empJoyments, and set up as traders, grain- 
dealers, &c.; some of them are now wealthy men. By their numbers 
and general prosperity, they have now succeeded in pushing them- 
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selve^ forward into a higher social rank than is accorded to the oil- 
selling faste, and claim to be one of the nabasdks, or the nine pure 
SUdra castfcs from wliose Jiands a Brihman can receive water without 
defilement. Number in Bdkarganj District in 1872, 12,020. (14) 

Tdmifor Tdm bull,' originally betel sellers by caste occupation, but 
many o‘f them have forsaken their ancient employment, and betaken 
themselves to trade and agriculture. ‘^The caste is not a strong one 
in Bikarganj District,- and the Census Report returns them at only 
68. (15) Sadgop, the highest of the cultivating castes ; number in 

1872, 186. (16) Mdli, gardeners and flower sellers ; 2204 number. 

(17) Gandhbanik, grocers and spice sellers by caste; many are'also 
wealthy traders 3290 in number. (18) .Barui,/^// gardeners and 
sellers of betel leaf; 14,453 in number. (19) Sdnkhdrf, makers of 
shell bracelets; 1157 in npmber. (20) Kdnsilrf, braziers and copper- 
smiths ; 547 in number. (21) Sddra, domestic servants, boatmen, 
and agriculturists; 8989 in number. (22) Godla, milkmen and 
cowkeepers ; 6738 in number. (23) Shdhd, traders and merchants. 
These originally belonged to the Surf, or despised wine-selling caste, 
but they have abandoned their hereditary occupation, and by 
their wealth and importance have pushed themselves forward into a 
higher social rank. Not given as a separate caste in the Census 
Return. (24) Kaibartta or Halud Dds, cultivators and fishermen; 
29,341 in number. (25) Madak or Mayra, svveatmeat makers; 1450 
in number. (26) Gdnrdr, sellers of parched rice and other prepara- 
tions; 2 in number. (27) Kurmf, a class of up-country cultivators; 
number in Bdkarganj Distrfet, 20. (28) Vaishnav, followers of 

Chaitanya. This is rather a sect of Hindus than a caste, and indeed 
the principle inculcated' by Chaitanya, the founder of the sect, was 
the equality of man. At the present day, however, they are re- 
garded as a caste, and caste prejudices are said to be gra^ally 
creeping in among them. A full account of this sect will be mund 
in my Statistical Accounts of Dacca and the 24 Pargan^s. The 
Census Report returned the" number of Vaishnavs in Bdkarganj Dis- 
trict in 1872 at 5799. (29) CMsd Dhop£, cultivators; 7 in number. 

(30) Tdntf, weaver^; 1875 in number. (31) Sekerd or Swarnakdr, 
goldsmiths and jewellers ; 455. (32) ^Subarnabanik, merchants, 

banker, and dealers in gold and precious stones ; 2144 number. 
(33) Sutradhar or Cb^iutdr, carpentei'fe ; 2081 in number. (34) 
Kurf, confectioners; not given in the Census Report, (35) Koerf, 
cultivators and agricultural labourers ; 436 in number. (36) Dhanuk 
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domestic servants ; 213 in number. (37) Dhobd, washermen ; ' 7,395 
in number. (38) Kalu, oil pressers and sellers ; 164 in number. (39) 
Jogi and Patud, weavers; 28,198 in number. (40) Chanddl, fisher- 
men, cultivators, day-labourers, &c. ; 3^0^75 number. (41) 
Kapdlf, cotton weavers; 8378 in number. (42) Chunj^rf, lime- 
burners ; 303 in number. (43) Kdthurd., lime-burners ; not given as 
a separate caste in the Census Report. (44) Beldar, labourers and 
cultivators ; 98 in number. (45) Rawdni Kdhdr, an up-country caste, 
principally employed as domestic servants, water-carriers, and palan- 
quiri bearers; 557 in number. (46) Surf, spirit manufacturers and 
sellers; 26,160 in number. (47) Kacharu, .manufacturers of 
lac bracelets. They are not mentioned as a separate caste in the 
Census Report, but the Collector states that they are very few in 
number in the District. (48) J alia, or jhiil, fishermen ; 12,602 in 
number. (49) Mdla, fishermen and boatmen ; 1 705 in number. 
(50) Manjhf, not so much a caste as a designation of their occupation 
as boat-steerers ; 46 in number. (51) Pod, fishermen ; 314 in num- 
ber. (52) Tior, fishermen and boatmen ; 696 in number. (53) 
Patidl, labourers ; 1015 in number. (54) Bchard, palanquin bearers ; 
577 in number. (55) Bdgdf, cultivators, fishermen, labourers, &c. ; 76 
in number. (56) Bharanpdl, cultivators ; not given as a separate caste 
in the Census Return. (57) Lodit, turtle catchers ; not mentioned 
in the Census Report. (58) Bditf, mat-makers and also musicians ; 
331 in number. (59) Nar, musicians ; not classified in the Census 
Report. (60) Patitd, makers of fine mats ; not mentioned in the Cen- 
sus Return. (61) Pdtunf, fishermen and ferrymen ; 4518 in number. 
(62) Bdhelid, labourers and cultivators ; i ip number. (63) Chfihdr, 
and Muchf, or Rishi, shoemakers and leather dealers ; 3991 in 
number. (64) Dom, fishermen and basketmakers ;*io88 in number. 
(65) Lund, aboriginal labourers from Western "Bengal ; 173 in num- 
ber. (66) Dosadh, labourers, cultivators, &c. ; 13 in number. (67) 
Karangd, labourers, cultivators, &c. ; ^48 in number. (68) Khen, 
labourers, cultivators, &c. ; 10 in jujniber. (69) Koch, cultivators 
and fishermen ; 498 in number. (70) Pdlf, cultivators, labourers, 
&c. ; 64 in number. (71) Mdl, snake charmers*; 2945 in number. 
(72) Pdsf, toddy-makers Yroni date juice ; 66 in nqmbej. ''73) 
Bhuimdlf, sweepers and street scavengers ; 38 in number. (74) Pdn, 
labourers; 41 in number. (75) Hdrf, swmeherds and sweepers; 
309 in number. (76) Kdord, swine-keepers; 58 in number. (^7) 
Mihtar, sweepers ; 6039 in number. (78) Bediyd, a class ofwander- 
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ing gy^sy-like people, half Hindus and half Muhammadans in religion, 
earning living by juggling, hunting, begging, &:c,, and when these 
means fail, petty thefts ; 7 1 in number. 

No distinct hereditary class of criminals is found in the district, 
but a wandering gypsy tribe, called Bebdjias, are rather numerous. 
They profess Muhammadanism, but form a distinct class from the rest 
of their co-religionists, with whom they do not socially intermingle. 
They princij)nlly live in boats, travelling from jdace to place, but have 
their fixed headquarters where their chief men reside, and to whom 
all disputes among themselves are referred. They gain their sub- 
sistence chiefly by wood-cutting in the Sundarban tracts of the District, 
also by fishing, practising as physicians, fortune-telling, and as river- 
pedlars, traders in small w^ares, such as fish-hooks, lines, looking- 
glasses, cloth, &c. The ]?-ebajids, unlike similar wandering tribes in 
other parts of the country, arc a i)eaceful and industrious class, 
orderly in their habits, and requiring no special supervision or watch- 
ing. They very seldom come before the courts, and as they hold no 
lands of their owp, are never embroiled in affrays and riots. 

Religious Division of the Picople. — r>akarganj District con- 
tains Muliammadans, Hindus, Brahma Samdj followers, Buddhists, 
and Chri.stians, the Musalmans forming the largest section of the 
population. As already stated, the total population of Bakarganj 
amounts to 2,377,433; namely, 1,204,237 males, and 1,173,196 
females. Of these, 1,540,965, or 785,769 males and 755,196 females, 
are Muhammadans ; the j)roportion of Musalmdns to the total popu- 
lation being 64-8 per cent., and of Muhammadan males to the total 
Mifriammadan population 51 per cent. The Hindus number 827,393, 
namely, 413,869 males, and 413,524 females ; the proportion of 
Hindus to the tbtal population being 34*8 per cent., and*of males 
to total Hindu population 50 per cent. I'he Buddhists number 
4049, namely, 2140 males, and 1909 females; proportion of Bud- 
dhists to total population, *2 per cent ; proportion of Buddhist males 
to Buddhist population 52*9 per cent. The Christian population 
amounts to 4852 souls, namely, 2437 males and 2415 females; pro- 
portion of Christians to total population, ‘2 per cent; proportion 
of Christian males to Christian population, 50*2 per cent. The 
remainder of the population are not separately classified according to 
religion, but are entered in the Census Report under the heading of 
others.’^ They consist of 174 souls; namely, 22 males and 152 
females, the proportion of males to total “others” being 12*6 percent. 
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The Muhammadans, as above stated, form the majority the 
population, and especially predominate in the southern parts of 
the District, where nearly all the inhabitants are MusalmdnS. 
The number of Muhammadans amounts to 785,769 males and 
755? 196 females, making a total of 1,540,965, or 64-8 per cent, 
of the total population. the towns and larger villages, how- 
ever, it is said that the Hindus outnumber the* Muhammadans, 
and for the town of Barisdl, the Census Report returns a population 
of 4694 Hindus as against 2821 Muhammadans. The caste system 
doe§ not prevail among the Musalmdns, although nine classes 
exist among them, strongly demarcated from the, rest of the popu- 
lation. These are (i) Nikdrfs, fishermen and boatmen; («) Naiyd, 
fish sellers ; (3) Jold, cloth manufacturers ; (4) Ldhurf, ornament 
makers; (5) Ostd, circumcisers ; ,(6) -Nagarchi, musicians; (7) 
Mir Shikdrf, fowlers; (8) Gardlf, harpooners of crocodiles; and 
(9) Matidl, makers of oil-pots. The Census Report, however, 
gives no return of the numbers belonging to each of thest classes* 
The Bdkarganj Musalmdns are reported by the jCollcctor as much 
addicted to litigation. The Fardizfs, or Puritan sect of Muham- 
madans, are very numerous, especially in the southern parts of the 
District. A late Collector of Bdkarganj, in his Report on the Dis- 
trict, in the History and Statistics of the Dacca Division,’^ states 
that a Fardizi may be distinguished from any other Musalmdn by the 
following external characteristic. He dresses differently frohi other 
MuWammadans, and wraiDS his d/iiRi or waistcloth round his body 
without crossing it between his legs, from his aversion to anything 
like a Christian’s trousers. A brief accounj: of the founding *aml rise 
of the Fardizfs, under Hdjf Sharitulla, and their growth under liis son 
Dudii Miydn, will be found in my Statistical Accpount of Faridpur 
District,” the original home of the sect. Upon the death of Dudu 
Miydn in 1862, his three sons, together with his nephew, set them- 
selves to continue the propagation of tjje new creed, and the Collec- 
tor in 1871 reported that they were still maintaining theftiseh^cs by 
that profession. A considerable lan 3 ed property, which was acquired 
by Dudd Miydn and his father from their disciples in the early days 
of the sect, has now been sold for debts. Another sect of Muham- 
madans follow the teachings of Maulvf Kardmat Alf, a* learned 
Musalmdn law-doctor, much respected by^his co-religionists. He 
came to Calcutta as a disciple of Sayyid Ahmad, the Wahdbf preacher. 
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who Required great notoriety by stirring up the tribes beyond the 
North-\^stem frontier to a religious crusade against us. After 
Sayyid Ahmad’s departure for Mecca about 1822, Maulvf Kardmat 
AH arrived at Bdkarganj with the object of teaching the Muhamma- 
dan faith. He established a school, and soon made converts to the 
tenets which he promulgated. The qew sect rapidly increased in 
Bdkarganj and the neighbouring districts of Farfdpur, Dacca, Nod- 
khdlf, Chittagong, and Tipperah. After the death of Dudii Miydn, 
many of the latter’s followers joined the party of Kardmat AH, 
and at the present day the sect outnumbers that of Dudu Miydn, 
whose sons and successors are too weak to keep their followers and 
disciples under their spiritual control. The form of Wahdbiism 
preached by Maulvi Kardmat AH was a protest against the abuses 
which had been allowed to creep into the Muhammadan worship, 
and did not involve disloyalty to the ruling power or hostility to 
other forms of faith. There is a family of Muhammadans in pdkar- 
ganj, therMiydns of Srfrdmpur, who were originally Brdjinians. Their 
old kinsmen, the, Majumddrs of Marddid, have no caste, as they 
became degraded by their adoption of the practice of marrying 
their first cousins, a custom strictly prohibited by Hindu law. The 
family have now no Brdhman priests, and have thrown away their 
sacred thread, as they can obtain no recognised status in Hindu 
society. ‘ 

The Hindu population of Bdkarganj numbers 827,393 ; namely, 
413,869 males, and 413,524 females; the proportion of Hindus 
to the total population of the District being 348 percent. The 
only^peculiarity requiring special mention among the religious cere- 
monies of the Hindus of Bdkarganj is the special reverence they 
pay to Manasd, the Goddess of Snakes, who is always represented 
among the family idols. The extensive worship of this deity in the 
District has been ascribed to terror on account of the number of 
deaths from snake-bite, but J:he Collector thinks it more probably 
a relic of* the old serpent- worship. The cult is not confined to 
Bdkarganj District, and is reported to be exceedingly prevalent in 
Kuch Beliar, although snakes are not very numerous or particularly 
deadly in that part of the country. One of the religious cere- 
monies 'which, although performed generally throughout Bengal, 
is celebrated with moib pomp and expense in Bdkarganj than 
elsewhere, is the Nabdnna, or the first eating of the new rice after 
it has been offered to the gods. Even the Muhammadans, the 
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higher classes excepted, join in it, although they do not perfo.iu all 
the religious rites. The ceremony takes place on a particular day 
in the month of Agrahdyan (November-Dccember), just after the 
harvest has been gatliered in j and for the proper performance of the 
rite, all the members of the family assemble together for the purpose 
of partaking together of the new rice. One of the ceremonies 
observed on the occasion is an offering consisting of a plantain and 
some rice mixed willi molasses and ground cocoa-nut, made to the 
crows, before the party sits down to the feast. If a crow docs not 
consume the offering, the people look U2:)0n it as an ill-omen, and 
live in great anxiety lest any danger should befall them during the 
year. Caste-disputes occur among tlie Hindu 2Doi)ulation from 
very slight causes, and make themselves felt throughout the entire 
District. Thus, the Collector in 1871 reported that some Hindu 
schoolboys on their way from Calcutta ate sonic pulse cooked by 
Muhammadan boatmen. One of the boys who had not partaken of 
the food reported the fact. This gave rise to social disputes and 
to the institution of several crhninal charges. Jlie whole central 
division of the District w^as arrayed into two factions, one in 
favour of excommunicating the unfortunate lads from their caste, 
and the more liberal-minded in favour of less stringent measures. 
Tlie disfiutes thus raised took a long time to subside. 

The Brahima SamAj, or Theistic Religious Society of tire Hindus, 
was first established in Bdkarganj in 1861, the meetings being held 
in the house of one or other of the members. Serious difficulties 
were at first experienced by the Samaj, the members of which 
were principally young men, from the opj^osition of their i)areTV.s and 
guardians, 'vvho in nearly every instance belonged to the more 
orthodox section of Hindus. In 1864, howevor, they succeeded 
in erecting a place of worshij) of their own, which after a time was 
attended by the ladies belonging to the families of the members 
of the Samdj. A school was also established for the education of 
the Brdhma ladies in both secular and religious instructitin. As in 
other parts of Bengal, the Brdhmas of Bdkarganj are divided into 
two sects — one generally called the progressi\e Brdhmas, and the 
other the Conservative 01 old Brdhmas. The former are said to pre- 
dominate in Bdkarganj, th^ latter being but an insignificant party, 
and with very little influence in the managAnent of the affairs of the 
Samdj. The two sects of Brdhmas are distinguished here, as else- 
where, by the progressive section renouncing all distinctions of caste, 
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and the social rules observed by the Hindu community ; while the 
conservc^^ive party observe all the outward customs and ceremonies 
of the Hiildus, and are Brdhmas only in faith and religious belief. 
These latter do not lose caste, and are freely admitted into ortho- 
dox Hindu society. The progressive Brdhmas, however, have 
formed a separate and distinct community among themselves, and 
are reported by the Magistrate to be as much detested by the Hindus 
as Musalmdns or .Christians. In 1871 they numbered twent3’'-two 
families in the District, most of them belonging to the higher classes 
of native society, and many of them well educated, and holding 
good positions. Tlie Oj)erations of the Samdj are at present prin- 
cil)ally confined to the town of Jtarisdl, and with the exception of 
tlie village of I.dkhutid, the headmen of which have joined the re- 
formed faith, very few members of the sect are found among the 
rural population. It is impossible to give accurate statistics of the 
number of Brdhmas in Bdkarganj District. Tlicy arc not meiUioned 
separately in the Census Report for 1872, but are classed with 
ordinary Hindus. ^ 

Buddhism is not making anyway in the District, and indeed, with 
regard to the Buddhist or Magh Settlements in tlie Sundarban tracts, 
it is said that long residence among people of strange faiths has 
almost obliterated all traces of this ancient religion. Some of the 
Maghs have embraced Hinduism, and, as stated on a previous page, 
divide themselves into castes such as Brahmans, Baidyas, Kayasths, 
iSic. The Census Report returns the number of Buddhists in Bdkar- 
ganj District as follows: — Males, 2140; females, 1909} total, 4049 ; 
proportion of Buddhists to total population, *2 per cent. 

CiiuisTiANi rv. — There is a large native Christian community in 
Bdkarganj. At the close of 1869, the Baptist Missionary Society 
had under its care 3336 people, including women and children, of 
whom 824 had been baptized, and a large number were receiving 
special instruction preparatory to their admission to Church fellow- 
ship. At the close of 1869, the Mission supported eleven village 
schools, at which about 300 children were in daily attendance, nearly 
one-fourth of the pupils being girls. Besides these village schools, 
there is also a special class at the town of Barisdl for some of the 
more promising boys. This Christian, community owes its origin 
to the efforts of the Sei\impur Baptist Missionaries, Messrs Carey, 
Maj;shman, and Ward. The Mission is at present under the care of 
the Rev. J. Sale. Among the converts are several men of high 
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caste, and a few of Miisalmdn extraction, but the great majority 
belong to the low caste Clianddls or Kapdlis, and subsist by ruitiva- 
tion. Some, however, are engaged in the fisliing trace, and con- 
siderable quantities of fish are taken by them to Calcutta as well as 
to large markets nearer home. They include a number of sawyers, 
village carpenters, and boat-builders. It cannot be said oC the com- 
munity that they are well oft', but many have managed to raise them- 
selves above the lowest rank, and a very small proportion has attained 
to something like a well-to-do position. It is said that many of the 
lower class of converts, although devoid of all distinction of caste, 
still observe some of the class distinctions of the Hindu com- 
munity. For instance, a Christian of the Kotwah'para hi/, belonging 
to the Chandal caste, although j)erhaps converted many years ago, 
still objects to eat fo\\ls, or food cooked by converts from IStu- 
hammadanism. Another Ihotestant Mission is attached to the 
Cduirch of England, and numbers about 600 ])crsons, under the 
care of Mr barerio. The hcadciuaiters of this community is at 
Dhandaha. A Roman Catholic Mission in connection with the Coa 
Church is established at Sibpur, and another was established directly 
by the Church of Rome at Barisal. At one time considerable 
differences sprang up and long rankled between the Goa and the 
Calcutta priests, but these disagreements liave now been settled 
by a concordat between the Pojie and the King of Portugal. The 
number of piersons attached to the Sibpur Catholic Mission is 
about a thousand, besides three other small village settlements num- 
bering a hundred and fifty souls. Tlie Christians attacliod to the 
Sibpur Church mostly support themselves by cultivation, buW many 
are employed as domestic servants at Calcutta or elsewhere, and 
others support themselves as fowlers or sJiiJ^dris. •As a general rule, 
the native converts are honest and trustwortliy, and much attached 
to their homes. The total Christian population of Bdkarganj is re- 
turned by the Census of 1872 at 4^52 souls. Deducting 154 as 
representing the European and Eiyasian inhabitants, th^re remains 
a balance of 4698 native Christians. The town of Barisdl contains 
a Protestant Church, which is attended by nmst of the European 
residents of the Station, the average attendance being 14* A 
Minister of the Addition^ Clergy Society officiates. 'Phere is also 
a Baptist Chapel at Barisdl, where the Service is in English. It 
is attended by several of the truropean residents. 

Towns. — Bdkarganj is a purely agricultural District j the people 
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evince no tendency to gather into towns or towards city life; and 
the Census Report of 1872 only returns one town as containing a 
population ^'xceeding 5000 souls. This is the Civil Station of 
Barisiil, which in 1872 contained 7^^4 inhabitants, classified as 
follows: — Hindus, males 3753, females 941, total 4694. Muham- 
madans, males 1967, females 854, total 2821. Christians, males 
75, females 85, total 160. Others, males 4, females 5, total 9. 
'lotal of all denominations, males 5799, females 1885, grand total 
7684. Education seems to have made rapid progress in the town. 
Statistics collected by the Census show that out of a total male 
Hindu pojmlation of 3753, 2045 could either read and write, or were 
under instruction ; out of 1967 male Muhammadans, 405 have 
received or arc receiving elementary instruction ; and out of 75 
male Christians, 32 are abif. to read and write. Thus out of a total 
male population of 5799 souls, 2482 or 43 per cent, have either 
received or arc receiving elementary instruction. Female education, 
however, is in a very backward state, only 28 Hindu females out of 
941, and 7 Musalman females out of 854, having received any instruc- 
tion. With the Christians, the Mission Schools have undertaken the 
task of education, and out of 85 Christian females of all classes, 7 7 are 
able to read and write, or arc under instruction. Barisdl has been 
created a Municipality under the provisions of Act XX. of 1850. In 
the year 1S69-70, the municipal revenue amounted to ;^376, 9s. 
4d., and the expenditure to ;2^^358, i8s. 6d. For the year 1871-72, 
the gross municipal income amounted to ;^ioi9, i6s., and the gross 
municipal expenditure to ;£ioo6, 2s., the rate of municipal taxation 
being es, 7|d. per head of the population. Barisdl town is situated 
on the west bank of the river of the same name, in 22° 41' 40" north 
latitude, and 90” 30" east longitude. 

The three other munkipal towns, or rather large villages, for none 
of them contain a population of five thousand souls, are as follow : — 
(i) Nalchitf, situated on the south bank of the river of the same name, 
in 22® 37' 55" north latitude, and 90° 19' 10" east longitude. It is 
a large trading village, the principal exports being rice and paddy, 
and the chief imports, salt, tobacco, oil, and sugar. The municipal 
income in 1869-70 amounted to 135. 2d., and the expenditure 

to 19s. 9d. (2) Jhdlakdtf or Mahdrajganj, situated at the junc- 

tion of the Jhdlakdtf and i'falchitf rivers, in 22° 37' 45” north latitude, 
and ,90° 14' 25" east longitude. Jhdlakati is one of the largest 
timber markets in Eastern Bengal, especially for the sale of siindrt 
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wood, which is largely exported to Calcutta and elsewhere fuel. 
A considerable export trade is also carried on in rice and the 

principal import being salt. The municipal receipts in 1869-70 
amounted to ^3^^169, 15s., and the expenditure to ;^6o, 9s. 8d. (3) 

Daulat Khdn, the principal village in the island of Dakslifn Shdbdz- 
pur, and the headquarters of Uiat Subdivision, situated in 22° 37' 30" 
north latitude, and 90° 50' 25" east longitude. Principal article of 
export, betel-nuts. Municipal income in 1869-70, ^240, 17s. 3d. ; 
expenditure, ^^126, is. lod. 

Besides the foregoing, there are several other trading villages, of 
which the following are the most important : — Mdddripiir, the head- 
quarters of the Subdivision of the same name, situated in the north 
of the District on the Kumar river, in 23° 11' 10" north latitude, 
and 90° 14' 25" east longitude ; princiiiil exports, jute ; imports, 
tobacco and oil. SahibganJ, situated on the river of the same name ; 
principal exports, rice, paddy, molasses, and suudn wood ; imports, 
salt, oil, tobacco, cloth, and pulses. Angarid, situated on the river 
of the same name; principal export, rice; no jmpoits of conse- 
quence. Sayyidpur, situated on the river of the same name ; prin- 
cipal export, rice; import, salt. Jabar Amid, situated on the river 
Kachud ; principal exports, rice and molasses ; no imports of con- 
scfpience. The following villages also carry on an export trade in 
rice: — Kdliganj, situated on the river of the same name; Jhilnd, on 
the river of the same name ; Farfdpur, on the river of the same 
name ; Bauphal, on the river Daspdra ; Naydmdti, on the river 
Bfshkhdli ; Bhanddrid, on the river of the same name; Kaukhdlf, on 
the Kaukhdli Don ; Kdlid, on the river of the same name ; Rdtnpur, 
on the river of the same name ; Shubidkhdlf, on the river Mirzdganj ; 
Giilsdkhdli, on the river of the same name ; Auli^Lpur, on the river 
of the same name ; Dhalkisor, on the river of the same name ; 
Patudkhdli, on the river of the same name; and Kochdbanid, 
Khairdbad, Kdnuddskdtf, and Mathbdpd, all called after the rivers 
on w'hich they are respectively situated. • 

Annual trading fairs are held at Kdlisurf, Kulsokdt/, Ldkhutia, 
Bdnarfpdrd, Nalchird, Pirozpur, Bhanddrid, and Jhdlakdtl; average 
attendance, from three tO twelve thousand persons. A f»^»*ther 
account of the religious -tra^mg gatherings will be given on a sub- 
sequent page. ^ 

The Material Condition of the People is good. With scarcely 
a single exception, every man, including even the domestic servants 
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whose homes are in the District, is a small landholder, and cultivates 
sufficient rice and other necessaries for the support of his family. 
Owing to this cause, hired labour is very scarce, and during the 
harvest season, when the few available labourers are eagerly bid for 
by the landholders, the price of labour rises to a shilling per 
diem, ''rhe diet of the natives consists principally of rice, fish, and 
vegetables \ but tlie Muhammadans, whenever rich enough to do so, 
indulge in aniinaj food, particularly fowls and goats. It is esti- 
mated that the average cost of living to a labouring man amounts to 
about 6s. per month. Except in the larger villages, the dwellings of 
llie people are very isolated, and this is especially the case in the 
southern part of the District. The inhabitants seldom congregate 
togctlier in villages, but each man builds his homestead on his own 
land, generally on the higJiest spot in his holding, without any re- 
ference to his neighbours. The consequence is that the homesteads 
arc far a])art from each other, with dense plantations of cocoa-nut 
and bctel-nut trees surrounding each. Accordingly, families have 
litlle communication with each other, and neighbourly visits are 
seldom excliangcd. The District Superintendent of Police, from 
whose Report 1 have gleaned the above, believes that this isolation 
is a great cause of the hasty and violent temper of the men, owing 
to their being free from anything like social restraint. 

Agricui/j’URal. — Rice is the only cereal grown to any extent 
in the District, and is divided into three crops — the dman^ or 
winter rice ; dus, or autumn crop ; and boro, or spring rice. The 
dma?i yields the finest grain, and is the staple crop of the District. 
It is rown on the setting in of the rains in April or May, transplanted 
from the beginning of June to the middle of August, and reaped in 
November and December. This crop requires to be carefully pro- 
tected ; and in a low-lying District like Bakarganj, covered with a 
complicated network of rivers and watercourses, its cultivation is 
attended with some risk, as the crop will not grow unless the ears of 
corn can keep well hbove the water. A?fian rice maybe divided 
into two sorts, namely, coarse (inotd) and fine (chikaii), but there are 
many minor varieties, as the following list will show: — (i) Ghimsi; 
(2) char bales'ivar ; (3) dal kachu : (4) pCkar kdni ; (5) 7 ndti dial; 
(6) kdladema ; (7) bdspdir; (8) bhog iasjbkar; (9) ?nantcswar; (10) 
brindi; (ii) h/zgli; (iS) blifi/igal ; (13) buf'dpdgaM ; (14) gerd 
7 nai:ddan; (15) bdndarjatd ; (16) sibjatd; (17) baudri; (18) mandpd- 
ihdli ; (19) dighali ; (20) ijali; (21) dudh Itichi ; (22) gud chuli ; 
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(23) latdmanar ; (24) phulbeki ; (25) pdnjdt; (26) inahish hhidi ; 
(2f) k€7m mau ; {2Z) ghriia sail ; {2^) ////d sdil; (30) iakshirl bilds ; 
(31) Siid b/iog; (32) maidal; (33) sildt ; (34) iialdog ; *(35) kdrtik 
jdl ; (36) rupesd fairi; (37) inanar : (38) rdj ; (39) 

shakkar khord ; (40) gilld ; (41) kdldmdnik ; (42) dkaldmdfiik ; 
(43) dingd 7 ndnik; (44) rdjd sdil ; (45) ghigaj ; (46) bdsllr ; (47) 
kumrdgair; gas krd : (49) rnpsd; (50) saphri ; (51) chdpldish ; 

(52) sail imikid ; (53) bdjrdil ; (54) net pdsd ; (55) lothd ; (56) 
Z’Z/^rZe? viugrt ; (57) mdir ; (58) airdj : (59) chnigdi ; (60) 
btird ; ((>\) botar gUnird ; (62) c'/idprdsh ; {G;^) tcpii sdl/ ; {G^)jabrd; 
(65) chitiardj ; (66) jdid/gkd ; (67) rdcndd ; (68) inaisar ; (69) mariar; 
(70) viahish dal ; (71) pengan ; (72) bcildj : gad cJior ; (74) 

1)1 agar; (75) m/// (76) katudpdlak ; (77) r/z^Z/v? (78) ; 

(79) dskal ; (80) Zv/// ; (81 ) dchra ; ) ladeji ; (83) kcrd/igil; 

{S4)/d))i bard ; (85 ) Zz7/V//(/;7 / (SG) ^al/dxaid ; {^'])gaiidld)idi‘i ; (88) 
p/prd by; (89) di/^i^d/ia ka/aiii ; and (90) A/// ksltamd. 

The Z///J cro]) is sown in spring and early ])art of the hot weather, 
and reaped in August, In many parts of the District it is transplanted 
like the dman rice, but in tlie northern portion it is simply sown broad- 
cast. Its twenty-one principal varieties are: — (1) Biiindphul ; (2) 
salai; (3) dhali mdtid ; {^ymaisar; (5) kdid mdtid ; {G) jalai ; (d) gcircs- 
7 c>ar; (8) pipri ; {gj) so^uir-gdi ; (10) baiildn ; {11) kd/d sbdild ; (12) 
rdimdiiik ; (13) Z/W cbdiigri ; ( 1 4) (15) r//^^ 7 Z^? / (16) sdrjya- 
main; (17) b/ididd ; (18) Laks/imt digJid ; (icj) surjya mukhi ; (20) 
bdrispdt ; (21) asiainu Tlic dus rice is not much used by those 
who can afford to buy dma//, as it is supposed to cause diarrhoea. 

The third rice crop, the bora, although not equal in impo»stance 
to the dman or das crops, is cultivated to a considerable extent 
on the alluvial river accretions, and on other low-lying grounds. It 
is generally sown broadcast in December, and is reaped in April 
or I^lay, but is sometimes transplanted. It yields an abundant crop 
of a very coarse and hard rice, chiefly consumed by the I'joorer 
classes, who value it because it comes in at a season of the year 
wdien no other rice is ready. It is a quick-growdng grain, and one 
variety of it gets the name of slidtid, the period from seed-time- to 
liarvest being only sixty •days. No improvement appears to l ave 
taken place of late years in ^tl)e quality of the rice grown in Bakarganj. 
The names of rice in the various stages of^ts growth are as follow : 
— the seed is called bij ; the yoiiiig seedling, chard ; the full-grown 
plant, gdchh; the ear, chhard ; unhusked rice, dhdn ; cleaned rice, 
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chduL The preparations made from rice are chird^ paddy steeped 
in water and afterwards fried and husked ; khai^ paddy parched 
and then' husked; and muri, paddy boiled, husked, and afterwards 
l)arched ; besides other varieties. 

Other Crops. — The principal green crops are khesdri (Lathyrus 
sativus),*and musuri (Ciccr lens), which are sown in the cold weather 
and cut in the spring. Among oil seeds, mustard, or sarishd (Sinapis 
dichotoma), is extensively cultivated in the Mdddn'pur Subdivision. 
The seed is sown in October after the land has been ploughed five 
or six times, and the crops gathered in the following February. Til 
(Sesamum orientale), and linseed, are also reared, but not to any 
great extent. (Fo*r the botanical names I trust to Sir G. Haughton.) 
The only fibre grown plentifully in the District is jute {kos/ifd), and 
this is almost entirely con^ned to the northern part. The principal 
miscellaneous crops are beteVnuts {supdri)^ cocoa-nuts (jidrikcl), 
sugar-cane (dkh or ikshu)^ and pdn. The first two are very important 
in the south of the District and in the island of Dakshfh Shdbdzpur, 
while the two last are principally cultivated in the Subdivision of 
Mdddrlpur. Safflower is also cultivated in the northern and higher 
parts of BdkarganJ. 

Area ; Out-turn and Value of Crops, &c. — The total area of 
the District, as returned by the Surveyor-General in 1871, is 4939*13 
square miles, of whicli, according to the Collector, nearly three-fourths, 
or 3439 square miles, is under cultivation. No information exists 
from which an estimate can be attempted of the comparative acreage 
under the principal corps. Inferior rice lands yield an out-turn of 
from eleven to thirteen hundredweights of unhusked rice per acre ; 
good average lands from seventeen and a half to twenty-two hundred- 
weights p^jr acre > and very fine lands from thirty-three to fofty-three 
hundredweights per acre. I'he price of paddy varies, but it is sel- 
dom worth to the cultivator more than 2s. 8d. a hundredweight. 
The Collector is of opinion, speaking generally, that a husbandman 
would bfe*glad if he could sell his paddy on the ground at 2s. a 
hundredweight, and in many places the price is as low as is. 6d. or 
IS. 8d. a hundredweight. In the low-lying dman lands, no second 
crop is obtained, but in dus land, and on 4 he higher levels, a second 
or cold-Veatfier crop is frequently growp. This crop, however, forms 
a comparatively unimpoftant one in the District. The above figures 
indicate the difficulty of fixing any exact sum as the value of the rice 
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crop per acre. But a fair calculation is as follows : — Taking thg low 
average of a little over 8 maunds of paddy per bighd, or^i3 cwts. 
per acre, and assuming the moderate aVerage price of twelve dnds 
per fnaundy or 2S. per hundredweight of unhusked rice, the net yield 
to the husbandman would be i6s. per acre. Straw is^of little 
value in Bdkarganj, and chiefly used for household purposes, such as 
thatching, and for the cattle. Deducting all expenses of rent and 
cost of cultivation, and allowing for second crops, straw, &c., the 
Collector estimates the ordinary net profit per acre to be los. 
The ^ordinary class of husbandmen, with four acres of land, would 
therefore have an annual profit of But it should be remem- 

bered that this is over and above the cost of cultivation, which 
includes an allowance for the labour of the husbandman himself. 

Condition of the Peasantry. — Bdkvganj is essentially a Dis- 
trict of small husbandmen, where nearly every man has his own 
plot of ground, on which he grows sufficient for the wants of his 
family. Very few peasants cultivate as much as seventeen acres. A 
fair-sized holding would be from five to seven^ acres in extent, 
and the Collector reports that the average size of these little 
farms is as low as four acres. Anything below two-thirds of an acre 
would be considered as an exceptionally small holding, but the 
Collector states that a great many petty farms average from an 
acre to one and two-thirds. A single pair of oxen is able to 
•cultivate five or five and a half acres of land, but not more. A farm 
of five acres in extent would not render a cultivator so well off as 
a respectable retail shopkeeper, but for the purpose of feeding a 
family, it would be better than a money wage of i6s. a month. •The 
peasant class are often in debt, but they do not apjpear to be in the 
power of the village merchants and traders for advances to enable 
them to cultivate their fields. The general impression made upon 
the mind of the Collector during his annual tOlir through the Dis- 
trict in 1871--72, was that the people were generally removed from 
poverty ; the harvest that year had been an excellent one, and the 
lands appeared to be becoming more valuable every year. Most of 
the cultivators are believed to have obtained rights of occupancy, or 
at all events, the superior landlords seldom think of ousting them. 
The Collector is not awar^^of any cultivating proprietors in the 
District who pay rent direct to Government.* 

Domestic Animals. — The animals used in agriculture are oxen 
and buffaloes; goats, ducks, and fowls are reared as articles of 
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food.. The only other domestic animals in the District are a few 
horses apd ponies, dogs and cats. Large herds of buffliloes, re- 
presenting* a considerable amount of capital, are pastured in the 
uncultivated parts of the District for the sake of their milk. It is 
commop for several owners to club together and establish a hdthdn^ 
or grazing farm, where they tend the herd by turns, spending then- 
time at their several homes when off duty. The value of an average 
cow is about ;£*i, los. ; of an average pair of oxen, ; of a pair 
of buffaloes, ^9 \ of a score of kids six months old, Sheep are 
not reared in tlie District, but are worth about ^^4, los. a score when 
imported. 

The Agricultural Implements in use are nearly the same ^s 
in the other Districts of the Division, viz. — (i) the plough (^d/) ; (2) 
the waf, consisting of a log or plank, which is dragged over the soil 
by bullocks, to level the ground after ploughing ; (3) the harrow 
{d€hrd\ used in the same manner as the above on dry soil ; (4) a 
clod-breaker {ltd mugri)^ used by the hand; (5) a nird?it\ or weeder; 
(6) a kdnchi^ or sickle ; (7) a heavy spade {khantd) for digging holes, 
ditching, embanking, &c. ; (8) a hoe (koddli) ; (9) an axe {kurdli ) ; 
and (10) a billhook {ddo). The last two are not strictly agricultural 
implements, but are used for a variety of domestic and other purposes. 
A pair of oxen or buffaloes, with the agricultural implements men- 
tioned above, excepting the four last, would be necessary for the 
cultivation of what is technically known as one plough ” of ground,* 
which is equal to about five English acres. The cattle and imple- 
ments would represent a capital of about £4. 

\\*AGES AND Prices^ have considerably increased of late, the 
price of labour having doubled itself within the last few years. Ordi- 
nary Coolie labour is very scarce, and sometimes cannot be procured. 
Such men are generally paid at the rate of sixpence a day, but in 
former years the rafe was just one half. Agricultural day-labourers 
get sixpence, eightpence, ar^ even a shilling a day, or about double 
what the^ were paid a few years ago. Reapers receive a share 
of the crop in return for their labour. Sniiths, bricklayers, and car- 
penters are generally paid by the job ; but where this is not the case, 
they receivqfrom £1, los. to ^2^2 permemth. Articles of food have 
not risen in price in the same propori;jpn, as a comparison of the 
following rates, which*prevailed in 1859 and in 1871, will show. 
The best cleaned rice was worth 3s. 9d. a hundredweight in 1859; in 
1871 it was worth from 4s. 9d. to 5s. sd. a hundredweight. Com- 
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moil husked rice was selling at 3s. 5d. a hundredweight in 1859 ind 
at from 4s. to 4s. gd. a hundredweight in 1871. Best unshelicci rice 
(paddy) rose from is. 8d. a hundredwaght in 1859, to fr»m 2s. to 
2s. 8d. in 1871 j and common unhusked rice, wliich sold at is. 6d. 
in the former year, rose to from is. 8d. to 2s. 4d. a hundredweight in 
1871. Molasses sold at 13s. 7d. a hundredweight in 1859, • and at 
from 13s. 7d. to 16s. 4d. a hundredvvciglit in 1871. The highest price 
to which rice rose during the famine of 1866 was 17s. id. a hundred- 
weight for the best cjuality of cleaned rice, and 8s. lod. a hundredweight 
for unhuskcd rice. At that time tlic difference in price between the 
siipetior and inferior quality of grain was merely nominal. No barley, 
Indian corn, or indigo is grown in the District. The following 
were the average prices ruling for miscellaneous articles of produce 
in 1867, according to the Report of the then Collector, given 
at page 191 of the ^‘History and Statistics of the Dacca Division 
— A/dj IIS. 3d. per hundredweight; barley, 5s. 8d. ; betehnut, 17s. 
5d. ; chiliei 5 , 21s, ; cocoa-nuts, is. 3d. per score ; coriander seed, 3s. 
5(1. per hundredweight; cotton, ^{^3, 12s. 6d. per hundredweight; 
^(//(pulses of various kinds), from 5s. 4d. to 15s. i^d. per hundred- 
u'cight ; eggs, 3s. 2d. per hundred ; firewood, 8s. 2d. a ton ; Hour, 
os. 6d. a hundredweight ; garlic, 7s. 4d. a hundredweight; 
(clarified butter), from S.^d. to ic-^d. per pound, for made from 
buffalo’s and cowl’s milk respectively ; or molasses, made from 
sugar-cane, los. a hundredweight; ditto, made from date juice, 12s. 
7 id. a hundredweight ; gram, 10s. iid. a hundredweight; grass (dry), 
2S. ])cr 20 sheaves ; jute, 8s. per hundredweight ; mustard seed, 6s. Sd. 
])er hundredweight; oil (cocoa-nut), ^£2, 8s. 6d. i>cr hundredw^ilght ; 
oil (linseed), ^2, 3s. sd. per hundredweighf; oil (mustard), los. 
per huntlrcdweight ; onion.s, 3s. 74d. per hundredweight; potatoes, 
10s. lid. per hundredwxdght ; salt, from i2s^ 2d. to 17s. per hun- 
dredweight; si/Ji (coarse rice Hour), ^1, 8s. . iid. per hundred- 
weight; sugar-cane, is. 4d. jier twenty sticks; sugar (date), i6s. per 
ljundredweight ; straws, is. 4d. per 2<^ bundles; ///seed, Ss. per 
hundredweight; tobacco, per fiundredweight; turmeric, 17s. 
per hundredweight; and wheat, iis. 3d. per hurulredweight. 

Weights and Measures. — In addition to the standard bazdr 
man or maund of 80 folds to the ser^ equivalent to potmds, o 
ounces, 14 drams avoirdupcSis, and the kanfi/ii or shorter man of 60 
folds to the scr~ i pound, 8 ounce.s, ii drams, the following local 
measures of weight are reported . — The Bakarganj man of 96 folds to 
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the pounds, ii ounces, 14 drams; the Alamganj man of 82^ 

84 pounds, 15 ounces, 12 drams ; the kdni of 72 tolds to the 
ser= 74 pounds, o ounces, 14 drams; and the kd?ii of 64 folds — 
pounds, 13 ounces, 3 drams. The subdivisions of the scr are the 
same in Bdkarganj as elsewhere. Long distances are generally 
measured by the time occupied in performing a journey ; for shorter 
distances the hdih or cubit of 18 inches is used. The 7 ial is the 
standard of square measure, and varies in size in the various Fiscal 
Divisions from 7 feet 3 inches to 17 feet 3 inches. The day from 
sunrise to .sunset is divided into four watches or py^ahars^ and the 
night from sunset to sunrise into the same number ; each p 7 'altar is 
divided into 7^ 'daiids^ a dand being on an average equivalent Jto 
about 24 minutes of English time, but varies according to the 
seasons of the year. 

Landless Labouring Classes. — In a District of peasant pro- 
prietors such as Bdkarganj, where nearly every man cultivates his 
own patch of ground, there is no tendency towards tlie growth of 
a distinct class of day-labourers, neither owning nor cultivating fields 
on their own account. Some of the poorer of the petty proprietors 
engage themselves as hired labourers for the cultivation of their 
wealthier neighbour.s’ holdings, and are generally paid at the rate of 
sixpence per diem, or double that amount if they use their own 
ploughs and bullocks. At harvest time the District is annually in- 
vaded by immense numbers of reapers from Farfdpur, who are paid 
by a share of the crop, generally one-fifth. Land is often cultivated 
on the hargd system, by which the cultivator uses his own cattle and 
implfiiients, and receives a share of one-half of the crop, but these 
men can scarcely be classed Jn the category of hired labourers. 
Women are never employed in the fields, except in the case! of poor 
Hindu widows, who .are sometimes compelled to reap their own 
share of the family crops. Children are largely employed as cow- 
herds, and in various sorts of light labour. 

Variethes of Land Tenure. — I'here is not much spare land in 
the District, except in the fort:sts of the Sundarban tracts. Land 
tenures of a favourable nature to tlie cultivators, and indicating the 
existence of surplus lands, are not common, nor are they known by 
any spdeial names. In olden times, however, previous to the Dis- 
trict being marked out ill P'iscal Divisions, a tenure prevailed called 
a?igal burif for the cultivation of jungle and waste lands. Many 
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persons undertook to cultivate such tracts, and these newly reclaimed 
lands were constituted idh/ks^ and included in the rent roll of the 
nearest zamtnddr. If the idhikddr died leaving heirs;' the latter 
obtained possession of the lands ; but if without heirs, the sami/iddr 
managed the land on behoof of Government. The various inter- 
mediate tenures between the superior landlord and the actual culti- 
vators are as follow : — fd/uk, ausdt idliik^ 7 jim ausat tdluk^ hawld^ iiim 
ka 7 iddy ausat nitn haredd, mi?‘dsh ka?\dtd^ and kdimi karshd, I'he 
word when used in naming a tenure, generally indicates that 
it is a subdivision of the parent tenure, that the rights of sub- 
tenant do not extend to the whole, but only to a portion of the land 
included within the parent tenure; the word ausat simply means 
subordinate, and signifies a dependent tenure ; inirdsJi karshd and 
kdimi karUsd are hereditary cultivator's •tenures held at a fixed 
rent, and practically these two represent the same thing. To this 
list must be added the ijdrd, or ordinary farming lease and its 
sub-tenure dar ijdrd, and which may be attached to any of the 
foregoing tenures. Most of the land in the District has passed 
from the hands of the superior landlords into those of intermediate 
holders, and in flxct there is no District in Bengal in which the sub- 
division of tenures has been carried to a greater extent. Except 
in the case of newly formed alluvial lands, it is rare to find an 
instance in winch there are not two or three middlemen between tlie 
proprietor of the soil and the actual cultivator. Act X. of 1859, 
although extensively worked, has not caused a general enhancement 
of rents throughout the District, but it has tended to render them 
uniform, and to enhance lands held on terms unduly favouraWe to 
* the cultivator. An account of the working of this Act will be found 
on a sub?e(pient page ; also a separate chapter on Tenures. 

Katf.s of Kent. — Rice land rents at from *35. to 18s. per acre, 
according to quality and situation; newly formed alluvial lands on 
xvhich horo rice is grown in the cold season fetches is. 6d. an acre , 
sugar-cane and pan plantation's, ^s. an acre ; high land,^n which 
cotton, garden crops, and thatching grass are grown, from-ps. to 15s. 
an acre according to quality; homestead lands surrounding the 
dwelling, on which betel-nub cocoa-nut, and fruit trees are ciiliivatea, 
at from 9s. to 30s. an acre, according to quality and the number of 
trees growing upon it ; •land'* occupied by Ibuildings pays 9s. an 
acre. 

The above rates w^ere returned by the Collector in February 1871, 
VOL. VI. o 
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and sefer to the District in general. The rate, however, varies con- 
siderably jn different parts of the country. I shall now give in detail 
the exact figures showing the rates jiaicl by actual cultivators for the 
ordinary descriptions of crojis in each subdivision. I have con- 
densed them from a return submitted to the Government of Bengal 
in August 1872. 

Head(juartek.s Subdivision. — Tliani Kotwdli ; rate for first- 
class rice land, from 7s. 6Jd. to los. 7|d. an acre ; second-class rice 
land from 3s. 9^d. to 7s. 6|d. an acre; third-class rice land from 
2S. 3|d. to 6s. o|d. an acre. Some rice lands in the Headquarters 
Subdivision rent it 12s. an acre, but this is exceptional, the ordinary 
rate being about 6s. an acre. New land, and land in the neighbour- 
hood of jungle, &:c., is let as low as 2s. 3d. an acre. 

MadArIpur Subdivisiun. — (i) Madaripur Police Circle; ordinary 
rate of rent for rice, jute, and mustard land, from 6s. o^d. to 7s. 6|dpi 
an acre. (2) Mulfatganj Police Circle ; ordinary rate for rice, j.ute, 
and mustard land, from 4s. 6Jd. to 6s. o|d. per acre ; rates for sugar- 
cane land, fronv-Ss. 46. to 9s. id. per acre. (3) Gaurnadi Police 
Circle ; rates of rent for high land producing d///au or winter rice, 
from 8s. 4d. to 9s. id. per acre; rate for low lands growing dus rice 
and jute, from 6s. to 6s. p^d. jier acre. (4) Kotwdlipdra Police 
Circle ; rates for land producing rice and jute, from 3s. 94M. to 5s. 3|d. 
an acre. I'he Maddn'pur Subdivision comprises the northern part 
of Edkarganj, and, with the exception of tlic marshy tracts in Kotwdl- 
Ipdrd, is the highest and most civilised part of the District. 

PiROZPUR Subdivision. — Pirozpur Police Circle ; rates for rice 
land, from 5s. loid to 11s. 9d. an acre ; rates for cocoa-nut and betel- 
nut lands, from IIS. qd. to 17s. 7 |d. per acre. Very littl^ jute or* 
sugar-cane is grown in this Subdivision, rice being the staple crop. 
Much of the land is' very low, and the rates vary a great deal. In 
the large Government estate of Tuskhdli, in the Mathbdrid Police 
Circle, the prevailing rate is. 7s. 6d., but the rates in the neighbour- 
hood are 9s. and los. 6d. an acre. In ^//ars and near large rivers 
the rates are lower, and range from 3s. to 6s. an acre. 

DAKsnfN ShAhbAzpur Subdivision. — Rates for first-class high 
rice land, fjom 6s. 3jd. to 9s. 5^d. an icre ; rates for second-class 
low rice land, from 4S;'8|d. to 6s. 3|d.fan acre. The land in Dak- 
shfn Shdhbdzpur is generally high, but there is a good deal of char 
arid waste land towards the south. The staple crop of the island is 
rice. Jute and cotton are likewise grown, the rate of rent being the 
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same as for rice. The island also produces abundance of bc^ 1-nuts 
and cocoa-nuts, and for such land the rate is higher, namely, at the 
rent of Iiomestead land. 

PATuAiCHALf SuBBivisoN. — (i) Aurangpur ; dma?i rice land, from 
4s. 2d. to i8s. 2d. an acre; dus rice land, from is, 6d. to ^53. 5jd. 
an acre. (2) Bozargomedpur ; both and rice land, from 
9s. id. to 13s. 7 Jd. an acre. (3) Ratandi Kalikcipur Fiscal Division ; 
both dman and dus rice land, from 4s. 6}d. to 9s. id. an acre. (4) 
Chandradwlp Fiscal Division ; dman land, from 4s. 6jd. to 153. lofd. 
an £^|pre; dus land, from 4s. 6id. to 6s. o|d. an acre. (5) Jafardbdd 
Rafidnagar Fiscal Division ; botli d)nan and dus laud, from 9s. id. to 
I os. 7:Jd. an acre. (6 and 7) Khanid Bahddurnagar, and Tappd 
Azfmpur Fiscal Divisions ; rates for both dman and dus lands, from 
los. 7jd. to I2S. iW. per acre. These ar(*the seven principal Fiscal 
Divisions in Patudkhdli Subdivision. There are, however, several 
estates south of these, situated in the Sundarbans, the rates of which 
vary from 4s. 6|d. to 6s. oid. jier acre on estates situated in the 
proximity of the sea-shore ; while for the same deecription of land 
situated further inland, the rates are from 6s. ojd. to 9s. id. per 
acre. The lands of these estates are assessed as one class, under 
the general name of paddy land, notwithstanding that other crops 
may be cultivated on it. A very slight difference in the rate is 
made, according to the nature of the soil, high lands paying a little 
more than low-lying fields. 

No records exist in the District showing the prevailing rates of 
rent before or at tlie time of the Permanent Settlement, as the 
papers relating to Bakarganj before its sep^^ration from the Dfstrict 
of Dacca Jalalpur early in the century were left in the Dacca 
Collectorate. Instances may be pointed out in which the rent of 
particular cultivators have been doubled, and'many other instances 
in which they have been increased by one-half, but such enhance- 
ments do not appear to have been uniformly extended over any 
entire Fiscal Division or village. ^ * * 

Manure is not used except on pan plantations, in which oil-cake 
is employed for the purpose ; the cost of the manure is stated to be 
about i2s. an acre. Irrigation is not practised. Rotation of (yop:> is 
almost unknown, and pan a»d sugar-cane are the only ones which 
cannot be grown year after year on the same land. In the case of 
these crops, it is necessary in every alternate year either to allow the 
field to lie fallow, or to grow some other and lighter crop upon it. 
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• 

Nax'URAL CALAMiTiES.-*-Thc District is subject to blights and 
floods. Droughts are unknown, and no safeguards against them seem 
necessary. There are two kinds of insects which occasionally injure 
the rice crops. The first is called PdnuiripoJzd^ ^nd is a small black 
fly, which makes its appearance from July to Scjitember, and feeds 
upon the tender leaves of the newly transplanted rice, injuring, but 
seldom totally destroying, the crop. The other is called Leddpokd 
or Chhdndpokd, Itvgenerally makes its appearance in the cold season 
when there are several consecutive cloudy days without rain, but it 
disappears again as soon as rain fills. It is a crawling insect, with a 
light'-coloured body and black head, concealing itself during the day, 
and eating the ears of the ripening rice crop by night. It frequently 
does a considerable amount of mischief, and is stated, in 1851, to 
have materially affected tho prosperity of the agricultural classes. 

Floods are generally caused by the rising of the rivers before 
they enter the District, and not Dy excessive rainfall upon 
the low-lying traqts within it ; but another cause of inundation 
consists of the meursion of sea-water in consequence of cyclones 
or unusually high tides. Such a flood not only causes an immediate 
loss of crop, but does lasting injury to the lands lying near 
the sea- coast, by impregnating them with salt water. I'he 
dman or cold -weather rice is the principal crop of Ikikarganj. 
Although liable to considerable injury by inundation, and the 
consequent destruction of the seedlings on the newly-transplanted 
shoots, necessitating a second sowing or transplanting at unseason- 
able times, it never suffers total destruction. Tlie dus or autumn 
rice, on the other hamh is a very precarious crop, and is often 
wholly or partially destroyed, as was the case in 1870, by inundation. 
In 1822 a flood occurred, which^scriously affected the general pros- 
perity of the District. In that year, the price of rice in the island 
of Dakshfn Shdhbdzpur, which suffered most severely, rose to the 
highest rate which has been known to prevail in the present century. 
The Magistrate of the. District distributed gratuitously about 125 
tons of grain, and rejiorted that the loss of life was computed at 
39,960, the loss ot cattle 98,830, besides a loss of miscellaneous 
property varied at ^^13 2,669. It was in this inundation tliat the 
valuable records of the Collectorate wfji;e swept away and totally de- 
stroyed. Destructive floods also occurred in the years 1825, 1832, 
1855, 1867, 1869, and 1870, but no general distress appears to have 
resulted. There are no important embankments or other protective 
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works against inundation in the District, -'ind the Collector reports 
that tlie construction of such works would be impossible except at 
gigantic cost. 

Compensating Influences of Floods. — In seasons when the 
rainfall is unusually heavy, some increase takes place in the fertility 
of the uplands, and it becomes profitable to cultivate (Exhausted 
lands which otherwise would not yield a profit. But the injury 
caused by floods to tlie low lands greatly exceeds the increased 
fertility to the higher levels. It may be set down as a general rule 
in Bdkarganj, that the lower the water-level during the height of the 
rairfS, the better are the crops. 

Famine Warnings. — The Collector states that he has been unable 
to ascertain the highest prices of staple grains caused by natural 
calamities prior to 1865, but in the “History and Statistics of the 
Dacca Division, at the Section relating to Bdkarganj, page 149, it is 
stated that during the famine caused by the inundation of 1822 the 
price of rice rose to 14s. iid. per hundredweight. During the famine 
of 1866, the maximum price of paddy was 8s. lo.Jd. a hundredweight, 
and of husked rice 17s. id. a hundredweiglit. *These high prices 
were caused, not by any failure of the crop within the District, but by 
the great demand from other parts of the country. Prices still range 
somewhat higher than they did before the famine of 1866, and it is 
doubtful whether they will ever again resume their former level. It 
is impossible to state definitely wliat prices for food grains might be 
taken as indicative of impending famine. Not only is Bakarganj a 
rice-exporting District, but it differs materially from other localities 
as regards its liability to climatic influences, inasmuch as a dj;ought 
which would seriously diininisli the crop* elsewhere, might in this 
District* prove rather beneficial than otherwise. If the rates for 
rice were as high as 17s. id. and for paddy Ss.^o^d. a hundredweight 
in January or February, or soon after the harvest had been gathered 
in, and if these enhanced rates were known to arise from failure of 
the crop within the District, the Collector states that this might safely 
be regarded as a warning of famine ?ater in the year. If these rates 
were further increased by fifty per cent., the Coflector is of opinion 
that relief operations on the part of Government would become 
necessary. It must be borne in mind, however, that tne rfere fact 
of prices doubling or treblir*;' themselves would not necessarily indi- 
cate the existence of famine ; it might merely show that the agricul- 
tural classes were profiting by the misfortunes of other Districts, as 
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was the case in 1866. The proportion of the population which does 
not directly share in the produce of the soil is so small that the 
increased difficulty which they would experience in supplying them- 
selves with food at such a time need scarcely be taken into conside- 
ration. The oply fact which could be taken as certainly indicating 
impending famine in Bdkarganj, would be a total or nearly total 
failure of the d 7 nan crop, upon which the District mainly depends. 
The dus crop at the best only suffices to support, during about three 
months in the year, those few husbandmen who grow it ; and 
throughout the greater part of Bakarganj tlie crop is not cultivated 
at all. The dus harvest could not possibly suffice for the suppoic of 
the population in case of the failure of the dtuan crop. In the event 
of a serious famine requiring Government intervention and relief, the 
network of navigable rivers with which the District is covered would 
afford ample means of importation from neighbouring Districts and 
from the sea. 

Foreign and Absentee Landlords. — There are several Greek, 
Portuguese, and Armenian landholders in the District, whose families 
have been settled ^in the country for many generations past, but the 
only European proprietors strictly so called, are the Messrs Morrell, 
and their holdings in Bdkarganj are not large. Of Muhammadan 
landowners, 773 are registered as the proprietors of 462 estates, 
bearing an aggregate land assessment of 2,834, los. The greater 
part of Bdkarganj is owned by absentee landlords ; in fact, hardly 
any owners of large estates live in the District. The largest and 
most wealthy of these absentee proprietors is Rdjd Satydnand 

Ghoshdl, of Calcutta. 

«■» ' 

Roads. — In a District like Bdkarganj, where there are so many 
large rivers which serve as a means of communication threughout 
its entire length and bread tli, there is no need for many roads, and, 
indeed, there is not one Imperial line of road maintained by the 
Public Works Department. The following are five short roads 
within the JBarisdl subdivision, and which are all under local manage- 
ment : — (i) Road from Barisdl lo Jhdlakdti, ten miles; average ex- 
pense of maintenance during the three years ending 1870, ^144# 
(2) Road from Riipdtali, on the Jhdlakdti road, to Nalchitf, six 
miles; afverage annual cost, 4s. (3) Road from Barisdl to 

Mddhabpdsd, five miles; average annual cost, ;^ii, 6s. (4) Road 

from Amdnatganj, a suburb of Barisdl, to Tdltali, two miles ; average 
annual expense, ;^38, i6s. (5) Road from Barisdl to Ldkhutid, six 
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miles; average annual cost, fill, for the three years ending 1870. 
There are also several roads in the town of Barisdl which are . nder 
the management of the Municipal Committee. In the S thdivision 
of Dakshin Shdhbdzpur there are a few roads which have been 
neglected for a long period, and which it is now proposed to repair. 
The principal is from Daulat Khiin, the chief mart in the island,, 
to Bhola, a distance of twelve miles ; and another from Bhola to 
Ghdzipurd, six miles; these roads, however, are merely foot and 
bridle paths, and are not adapted for wlieeled traffic. There arc no 
roads within the Subdivisions of Pirozpur and Miidarfpiir. No large 
marlfets have lately sprung up on the routes of trafiic. 

Manufactures. — 'fhe only loqal manufacture? arc those of pot- 
tery, coarse cloth, oil, and or molasses. ICarthenware is made in 
large quantities ; and at Nalchiti, its princii)al scat of manufacture, the 
potters show great taste in their wases. ^Ordinary country cloth is 
manufactured after the usual manner of the weavers in other parts of 
Bengal. The finest kind of mat is the sUal pdti\ made from the stem 
of the pdthird reed (Phrynium dichotornium). Common mats are 
manufactured from the hogid, or large bulrush (H'ypha elephanti- 
num), and from the stem of the nal reed (Arendo tepalis). The 
processes of manufacture are of the usual kind, and Iklkarganj has 
no industrial specialty whatever. 'I’lie condition of the manufac- 
turing classes is fairly prosperous. Manufactures arc carried on by 
the people in tlieir own houses and on their own account ; the 
employment of hired labour for such purposes is rare. 

Commerce and d'RADE. — A list of the ])rincipal towns and seats 
of commerce has been given on a iwcvious J^age. The trade of 
Nalchiti is said to be decaying, in conscci^cnce of tlic silting iij) of 
the rivcj on which it is situated. Besides tliese fixed marts, tlicre 
are several religious fairs or viclds held annually, at wliich a con- 
siderable trade is carried on. 'lire following is a list of the most 
important of these gatherings : —(i) K.ilisuri fair, held every year in 
the month of November. There is a large baiiian.-tice here, whicli 
is held sacred among the Musalmdns of the District, and at w^hich 
pilgrims come and offer up cattle in sacrifice. The firir is said to be 
attended by about twelve thousand persons. (2) Kulsokati fair, 
is held in tlie month of November every year, and last« for a 
week, 'i'his fair was first stVted about fific^^n years ago, and is at- 
tended by about eight tliousand persons. (3) Lakiitid fair, also 
held in November, lasts foi sevc.: days, ])cing attended hy about 
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ten thousand persons. (4) Nalchird fair, held in April for seven 
days, 'and attended by about three thousand persons. This fair 
is celebrafcd for the horse-racing which takes place. (5) Pirozpur 
fair is held in March on the occasion of the Doljdtrd festival, and 
continues for a week, being visited by about five thousand persons. 
(6) Bhailddrid fair is held every year in the month of April, at the 
time of the Asok Ashtami Sndn, and lasts for seven days. About 
4000 persons gafthcr at this fair, and the people enter keenly into 
horse-racing and other sports. (7 and 8) Jhdlakdti and Bdnaripdrd 
fairs, both held in November at the Diwdli festival, and each attended 
by about eight thousand persons. None of these fairs, however, 
are of more than local imj^ortance. The trade of the District 
is principally carried on at the permanent markets, to which these 
fairs are subsidiary. Rice, areca-nuts, cocoa-nuts, and stmdri 
timber are exported to a very large extent. There is also con- 
siderable export trade in jute and pan leaves from the Mdddn'pur 
Subdivision. None of the manufactures of the District are ex- 
ported, with the exception of pottery. The principal articles of 
import are salt, tobacco, oil, oil-seeds, pulses of various kinds, hard- 
ware, cloth, shoes, &c. The exports far exceed the imports in 
value, but the District does not seem to derive the full benefit 
of this activity of its exportations and rice-trade, as the Collector 
states that probably the greater part of the excess value of the ex- 
ports over the imports goes into the pockets of non-resident land- 
holders and heads of commercial firms, as well as of the non-resident 
class of traders and professional men who temporarily carry on 
business in the District, but whose families live elsewhere. 

Capital and Interl'.^t. — Coin is sometimes hoarded, but ac- 
cumulations are more commonly employed in trade, in the pur- 
chase of land, or in usury. In small loan transactions, where the 
borrower pawns some article equal in value to the amount of the 
money lent, the rate of interest is at the rate of from seven pence 
halfpenny, to fifteen pence 'in the pound sterling per mensem, 
or from 37^ to 75 per cent! per annum. The rate in large 
transactions, when a mortgage is given, varies from one to two 
per cent, per month. If a husbandman is compelled to borrow 
money fn or^er to cultivate his land, the usual arrangement is for 
the borrower to repay the loan at haVvest-time by the delivery of 
paddy to the value of half as much again as the amount of the 
loan, the calculation being made according to the rate at which grain 
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was selling at the time of borrowing. That is, if a man boriows 
a rupee in June when paddy was selling at a hundredweight and a 
half per rupee, he would have to give at harvest-time i wo and a 
quarter hundredweights of paddy, whatever might be the price at 
that time. Grain, however, is always much cheaper after the- 
harvest than it is in the middle of the year. The usuaf selling 
price of land is reported at twelve years’ purchase, in which case the 
money invested would yield 8^ per cent. Native banking estab- 
lishments are carried on at the towns of Barisal, Jhdlakcitf, Sdhibganj, 
and Nalchiti, but loans are conducted by all classes of the com- 
muntly, whether agricultural or commercial, who have spare money 
at their disposal. 

Imported Capital. — No trade or manufacture is at present con- 
ducted in liakarganj either with Eiiropemi capital or by European 
agency. Several indigo factories formerly existed, but the manufac- 
ture has long since ceased. 

Newspapers. — One newspaper is publislied in the District, but 
is printed in Calcutta, under the title of the Barisdl Ddritdbalia^ a 
monthly newspaper in the Bengali character, and with a circulation 
of about 150 subscribers. 

Income-Tax. — The Collector estimates the total value of incomes 
of the District, as assessed for the purposes of the Income-Tax Act 
of 1870 — that is, the total amount of all incomes over;^5o a year — 
at between ^500,000 and ;i^6oo,ooo. But the net amount of income- 
tax realised in 1870-71 amounted only to ;£’i2,4i5, los., the rate of 
assessment being 3^ per cent. 

Revenue and Expenditure. — Like all the other Distrigts of 
Eastern Bengal, Bdkarganj has steadily advanced in prosperity since 
its administration came into the hands of English officers, and 
especially of late years, since 1858, when the government passed to 
the Crown, From the time of the acquisition of Bengal by the 
British, up to the end of 1817, Bakarganj formed a part of the 
Dacca Collectorate. It was then formed into a separate jCollector- 
ship, with the principal object of eifcouraging enterprising persons 
to cultivate the immense tracts of waste lands which formed parts 
of, or were adjacent to, the District In 1818, the first year after 
its separation from Dacca, the net revenue of die District 
amounted los., and the net civil expenditure to ;£‘i3,647, 

14s, Two years later, in 182c, the net District revenue had 
slightly decreased to ^ 9 SA^ 9 y 2s., while the net expenditure on 
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civil administration had increased to During the 

next* forty years, botli revenue and expenditure rapidly increased, 
and in fc^6o-6i the net revenue of the District amounted to 
;^iSo,3o5, i8s,, and the net civil expenditure to ;^32,584, i6s. 
In 1870-71 the net revenue of the District amounted to 
;j{^203,445, IS., and the net civil expenditure to ;^44,902, 7s. 
I id. Between 1818 and i860, therefore, the net revenue of 
Bdkarganj District increased by 55 per cent., while the expendi- 
ture more than doubled, luiving increased by 139 per cent. In 
the following ten years, from 1860-61 to 1870-71, the increase in 
revenue was still more marked, it having adivanced by 35^ per 
cent., while the tivil expenditure increased 38 per cent. From 
the time of Bdkarganj being formed into a separate District at 
the close of 1817, up to 1S70-71, or within a period of fifty- 
two years, the revenue increased by iii per cent, or more than 
doubled itself, while the civil expenditure increased by 229 per 
cent., or multiplied itself nearly three and a half times during the 
same period. 

The following*balance-shects of tlic District for three different 
periods — namely, for the years 1818, 1850-51, and 1870-71, as 
furnished by the Collector, illustrate the increase of revenue and 
expenditure under the various heads of charges and receipts : — 


Dalance-Siikkt of Bakarganj District for riiF ykar i8i8. 
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1. l/and Ucvciuio . >689,566 

8 

0 

I- 

Excise 


12 

0 

2. Stiynp Dulit'S 

2,595 

0 

0 

2. 

Stamps . 

182 

0 

0 

3. I’lolit ami tA)ss 

i,a.S6 

16 

0 

3 - 

I’rofit and Loss 

, j,o 75 

16 

0 

4, l’osl-( )tVice Kccoipls 

277 

12 

0 
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ro.st-( )rtlce E.vpeiuli- 




5. Rt'voimc from IMis- 





lure 

10 

16 
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ccllanooiis 'Fa-xes 
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; 5. Judicial Cluir^cs, 
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t;eiieral . 

, 8,790 

2 
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6. 

Revenue Charges, 









general . 

3,115 

18 

0 




• 

7. 

Veiisions . 

10 

4 

0 





8 . 

rurcliasc of Land . 

0 

10 

0 

• 
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I’elty Charges 

19 

16 

0 


y:9(),438 10 o I 


'total 


'I'olal ; 6 i 3,647 H o 
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Balance-Sheet of BAkarganj District for the year i?>5o «;,r. 
Revenue. | Expenditure > 


I. 

Land Revenue . 106, 133 

16 

0 

I. Collection Charges 



2. 

Stamp Duties, 

^,747 

2 

0 

in Government 



3- 

Excise Duties 

4.955 

12 

0 

Estates 

00 

0 

4. 

T'ost-Office Receipts 

344 

2 

0 

2. Stamp Charges 

719 14 

0 

5. 

Salt 

100 

2 

0 

3. Excise Charges 

L55I 2 

0 

6. 

Profit and Loss 

41,014 

14 

0 

4. Post-Office Expendi- 



7. 

Law Cliarf;es 

250 

12 

0 

ture . 

186 12 

0 

S. 

Comniittee of Re- 




5* ^alt, . . . 

L337 2 

0 


cords . 

13 

14 

0 

6. Profit and Loss 

378 10 

0 

9. 

F?es of Native .Re- 




7. Law Charges . 

246 10 

0 


venue Collcctois 




8. I'ensions . .• 

67 4 

0 


( Tahsilda - s) 

3 * 

14 

0 

9. Piuchasc of Lands . 

0 2 

0 






10. Pills payable in Uie 








Ri^’Vnue Depart- 








• ment . 

L23I 4 

0 






II. Cliargcs General of 








the General Dc- 








})artmcnt 

33 12 

0 






12. Judicial Charges, 








general 

11,836 18 

0 






13. Revenue Charges, 








general 

5»43S 14 

0 






14. Vernacular Schools, 

36 0 

0 






15. Interest on T.oans . 

928 14 

0 


Total /i6i,59r S o | Total ^^24,036 6 


FroRi the foregoing, Iiowevcr, item No. 5 must be deducted from 
the expenditure side, which leaves a net District cxpenditui^ of 
;^2 2,699, 4s. Salt was largely produced in*Bf^karganj for export to 
other Diitricts, and the charge for its manufacture, though dis- 
bursed from the Bakarganj Treasury, was not ^oroperly debitable as 
a charge against the District. 
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‘Balance-Sheet of Bakarganj 

V iS 

Rkvknue. 

1. Land Kcvcmie (cur- 

rciU dcniauil) ^ ® 

2. P'oresls . . 122 14 o 

3. Sale of Government 

Estates, Fees, <S:c. 2,836 2 O 

4. lY’on’s 1^'cc (revenue) 897 2 o 

5. Excise . . . 6,381 2 o 

6. Income-Tax . 12,352 18 4 

7. Stamps . , 21,515 9 4 

8. Civil Courts . . 3,220 4 4 

9. Criminal Courts . 1,326 4 o 

10. Jail Manufactures 

and Convict La* 
hour . . . 259 13 3 

1 1 . M iseellancous Ke- 

ceipls . • 1,099 8 o 

12. Town Fund (Act 

VL of 1868) . 312 o 5 

13. Chaukid.ari Fund 

(Act XX. of 1856) 362 19 I 

14. Ferry Fund . . 2111c 

15. round Fund . 306 7 10 

16. Circuit-House Tkmd 21 o o 

17. Zamiiulaii Dak Fund 2,190 4 6 

18. Koad Cess Fund . 299 15 6 

19. Fuiul for Ini{)rovc- 

inent of Govern- 
ment Estates . S30 o o 

20. Siioriffs Fees, and 

ricaders’ Exami- 
nation Fees . 38 8 o 

21. Canal d olls . . 2,632 3 o 

22. Post-Office . . ' 1,803 8 o 

23. Education (School- 

ing l''ees and Sub- 
scriptions, &.C.) , 2.194 to 5 

Total /203,445 1 o 


District for the year 
71. 


Expenditure. 


I. 

Salary of Gazetted 





Officers 

jC 5 A 97 

14 

9 

2. 

Collector’s and Ma- 





gistrate’s PXtab- 





lishment, Travel- 





ling Allowances, 





Contingencies, &c. 

4,205 

13 

0 

3* 

Klhis Mahal Ex- 





penses 

105 

13 

3 

4. 

Excise . 

696 

18 

0 

5- 

Income-Tax . 

689 

9 

I 

6. 

Eaw and Justice . 

9,947 

17 

3 

7* 

Medical 

1,152 

2 

4 

8. 

Jail (exclusive of 





Police Guard) 

L497 

2 

0 

9- 

Regular Police 

10,755 

16 

0 

10. 

Municipal Police . 

306 

0 

0 

ii. 

d'own I'dind . 

1,360 

14 

9 

12. 

Ch.aiikidari h'und . 

481 

I 

2 

13 - 

Pound Fund . 

217 

19 

7 

14. 

Circuit House Fund 

19 

19 

6 

LS- 

Zaiiiindari Dak F iiud 

1,380 

S 

II 

16. 

Amalgamated Dis- 





trict Rond Fund . 

693 

12 

0 

17- 

Fund for Improve- 




ment of Govern- 





ment Estates 

694 

2 

9 

18. 

Canal d’olls . 

403 

3 

0 

19. 

I’ost- Office 

1,200 

13 

0 

20. 

Education 

3,416 

7 

7 

21. 

Ecclesiastical . 

180 

0 

0 


dotal 144^902 7 II 


Land Settlements. — The following paragraphs with regar-d to 
the land revenue of the District under the Mughuls, and the early 
days of our rule, arc condensed from Mr Sutherland's Report on 



LAND SETTLEMENTS OF BAKARGANJ DISTRICT 221 

Bdkarganj, pp. 150-154 of the History and Statistics of the D: a ca 
Division.” I have to trust to him for their accuracy. 

In treating of the early settlement of this District and it^ revenue 
^system, it may not be out of place to refer briefly to the four histo- 
rical Settlements of Jlengal in the pre-British period, for the details 
of which I am indebted to Mr J. Grant’s ^^Analysis of the Revenue of 
Bengal.” The first is the well-known Settlement in the time of Akbar 
under his eminent Finance Minister Rdjd Todar Mall. This Settle- 
ment was made in 1582. The Khalr .i, or State lands, were divided 
into 19 SarMrSj which included 682 Farga^/ds. Bilkarganj was, no 
doubt, included in the Sarkar of Sonargaon, which comprised 52 
Pargands, and was assessed at 25, 8 28. The next Settlement of 

Bengal was made in 1658 by Prince Shuja, the son of Shah Jaluin and 
Viceroy of Bengal, during liis short-lived su^.i emacy, after he had con- 
spired to depose his father, and ]jrevi( 3 us to his complete defeat by 
his brother Aurangzeb, and his flight to Arakan, and his obscure 
ending. This Settlement shows 34 Sarkdrs^ which included 1350 
Pargandsy whose rental was assessed at 1,31 1,590. His readjust- 
ment is of importance, as it includes, for the first time, the Sundar- 
bans under the name of Murddkhdnd. The next Settlement of Ben- 
gal was made by Nawdb Jafar Khdn, Viceroy of -Bengal, in a.d. 1721, 
in the reign of Muhammad Shah. A few years before tins, f.c., in 
1707, the seat of Government was removed from Dacca, then known 
as Jahdngirnagar, to Murshiddbdd. This Settlement re-constituted 
the whole province of Bengal into 13 Ckak/ds, subdivided into 
1600 Pargatids, Bdkarganj and the Sundarbans were included in 
Chakld Jahdngirnagar, which composed 236 Pargamisy at a cental 
of 92,829. The last Settlement was made by Nawdb Kdsim All 
Khdn, blotter known as Mir Kdsim, two years before our acquisition 
of the Diwdni in 1765 a.d. The Permanent Settlement in Bengal is 
supposed to be based on this Settlement, so far as could be gathered 
from the papers furnished to Government at that time. The Settle- 
ment of Mir Kdsim in 1763 left the previous ScttlemeiTt of 1721 
untouched, so far as the Government lands were concerned, but 
went more exactly into details regarding the unapprojwiated or 
lands. Under orders of the Board of Revenue, dated :9th 
December 1790, a Novennial Settlement came into operation 
from the 20th May 1791, a.'J Mr Massie, iSie Collector, complains 
bitterly of the bendmi system which prevailed at' that time. He 
observes in his letter dated 24th March 1801 : — “Sufiicient regard 
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was not paid in this District at the conclusion of the Decennial 
Settlement to the ascertaining and recording the names of the 
actual pfbprietors of rent-paying lands for the time being, in con- 
sequence of which the Government not unfrequently suffers losses, 
in its revenue, &c.” The Decennial Settlement began in 1791 
(some time later than in other parts of Bengal, and hence some- 
times called here the Novennial Settlement). The revenue juris- 
diction of Bakarganj at present (1873) comprises fifty-four Fiscal 
Divisions, or Pai‘ga?ids^ the total land revenue realised in 1871-72 
being ^^143, 156. A list of the Fiscal Divisions, showiiijg the 
number of estates comprised in each, together with , the area and 
amount of land revenue, &c., will be found on a subsequent page. 
But the Government records disclose special x)oints of interest in 
the history of five of thq Fiscal Divisions, namely, Bozargomedpur, 
Chandradwip, Salimdbdd, Idalpur, and Kotwalipard. 

Pargana BozARGOMiiDPUR. — Of the five, the most interesting is 
Bozargomedpur Fiscal Division, from its early history in connec- 
tion with Kdjd ^Rdjballabh, the Finance Minister, and afterwards 
Governor of Dacca, under the Nawdb Nazim of Bengal; from its 
numerous subordinate tenures ; and from the trouble which it 
gave to the Collecior at the time of the Permanent Settlement, 
and for some few years after it. In the Settlement of 1721 a.d. 
by Nawdb Jafar Khdn, the rental of Pargand Bozargomedpur was 
entered at ;^465. In 1867 it was returned at ,^^3 4,05 9. Bozargo- 
medpur, with the Fiscal Divisions of Rdjnagar and Kdrtikpur, 
Shujdbdd, formed the zainuiddri of Rdjd Rdjballabh, into whose 
poss«r3sion the property came in 1761 a.d. The.assessment {Jamd- 
bandi) of the estate, formed after a careful measurement made the 
previous year, amounted to ^^^20,903. Previously to Rdjd Rdj- 
ballabh’s death, he ‘subdivided his estate by creating Bozargo- 
medpur and Rdjnagar into a zaininddH in the name of the god 
Lakshmi-Ndrdyan, and Shujdbdd Fiscal Division into a separate 
estate in ‘the name of the goddess Durgd. Rdjballabh’s death 
opened the w^ay to intrigues and frauds not unknown in the present 
day. One of his grandsons, Pitdmbar Sen, claimed a five-sixteenths 
share of, the property ; and on the latte»-'s death, his widow, Sond- 
mukhi, revived the claim on the gfound.of Rdjd Rdjballabh's loyalty 
to the East India Company, — a loyalty which cost him his life at 
the hands of the Nawdb Kdsim Alf Khdn. 

Bozargomedpur comprised 594 Wuks, or shikmi tenures as they 
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are locally called. The papers of Mr G. P. Thompson, TTead 
Assistant to the Collector of Dacca, show that the gross Goveinment 
revenue {sadr jamd)^ about 1760, was Bari Rs. 2,39,653, horn which 
Rs. 5798 were deducted for deserted lands, Mr Massie, the Col- 
lector, in his letter dated 22d December iSoi, states that ‘The 
deserted lands had been brought, either wholly or in part, into 
cultivation since Mr Thompson’s time, and had been re-annexed to 
the rent-roll of the famd, so that the net mufassal jama is now 
what the gross Fiscal Division was before, viz., Bdri Rs. 
2,39,653-15-0, from which deducting klttd at the rate of 3 per cent., 
viz., Rs. 7118-1-5-1, the amount of the mufassal Jama in the 
sikkd specie is Rs. 2,32,534-14-9-3.” A Pargana which included 
a great many independent subordinate tenures naturally gave con- 
stant trouble to the Collector in the collection of the Govern- 
ment revenue. The early records &re full of the steps taken at 
different times to realise Government arrears. In 1801 a.d., the 
Fiscal Division was bought in by Government for arrears of 
revenue ; and after having been held during many years under 
k/ids management, it was finally settled in 1857. Some time ago 
the right of Government to resume several shikmi idluks was duly 
confirmed by the Civil Court. The proprietary rights of Government 
in very many of the estates have beeh sold under the Board’s rules. 

Pargana Sal/mAbAd. — T he assessment of this Fiscal Division 
under the Muhammadan Government, by the Settlement of 1721, 
was ;£^43ib, I2S. In 1867 it was returned at pfi2,i 19. A large por- 
tion of this Fiscal Division belongs to the Ghoshal family. The old 
records show that a five-sixteenths share belonged to Gokul Chan- 
dra Ghoshdl, whilst Kdlfsankar Ghoshdl iJought a three-.sixteenths 
share at* a public sale for ^^2600. The share of Gokul Chandra 
Ghoshdl had previously belonged to Bhawdni-Charan Rdi, and had 
thence passed into the hands of Kdsindth Rdi, and lastly became 
the property of Gokul Chandra Ghoshdl, an ancestor of the family 
which was ennobled by Lord Ellenborough during tfie Sindh 
war^ when the title of Rdja was conferred on Kdlf Sankar Ghoshdl 
for having bought up a large amount of Government securities at a 
time wdien public credit 'vas very low. The Ghoshdl family had 
long held the half share of Salfmdbdd. The late Rdjd Satya th^ran 
Ghoshdl was a very liberal minded man, ^d did a great deal of 
good in this District. He spent much money on a road to Jhdla- 
kdtf, the headquarters of his estate, where he had built an imposing 



224 STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF bAkARGANJ DISTRICT. 

mansion, and laid out gardens. Jhdlakd-ti, or, as it is now called, 
Mahdrdjganj, has become a hafidar or mart of great importance in 
the East^hi Districts. A petition presented by Mr Domingo de 
Silva to the Judge on 20th March 1805, and sent by him to Govern- 
ment, whence it was forwarded to the Collector for report through 
the Board, throws considerable light on the early history of the Fiscal 
Division. From this petition it would appear that Salimdbdd first 
composed ten Parganjts, viz., Tappd, Ilavill Salimilbdd, Sundarkul 
Rudrapur ''Jappd Jahanpur, Pargand, Bangaon, Tappd Sultdndbdd, 
Tappd Sultdnpur, Pargand Kasimpur, Pargand Nazirpur, Pargand 
Rdjor, Tappd Havili Nimak Mahal, Pargand Sibpur. These ten Par- 
gands formed the whole of Pargand Salimdbdd, which was originally 
divided into two estates ; the larger estate was afterwards equally 
subdivided into two estates, and one of these was again sub- 
divided into two equal shares. It is one of these last shares, 
together with the five- sixteenths share bought by KdU Sankar Gho- 
shdl, that still belongs to the Ghoshdl family. The lands of this 
Fiscal Division were long uncultivated, owing to its being a seat of 
the manufacture of salt. It is now one of the most profitable estates 
in this District 

ParganA CHANDRADwfr. — Tliis Fiscal Division was assessed at 
;^66o at the time of the Muhammadan Settlement of 1721. The 
rental in 1867 was returned at ;^2o,i38,. The collection of ‘the 
revenue of this Fiscal Division was a source of constant trouble to 
Government It was under attachment for years ; and, after fruit- 
less endeavours to realise outstanding balances, it was put up for 
sale In 1799 a.d. At the time of the Decennial Settlement it 
was offered at the assessment of 1789, viz., A^Sg'j2, 10s. One 
source of arrears lay in the very many independent tacuks into 
which the Fiscal Division was subdivided. Among these were 
some very intricate rent-free tenures, particularly the Ndnkar and 
Hissdzdt ■ The latter were lands originally exempted from the 
payment of revenue during the time of the native Government in 
consideration of the personal services of the zamfnddr, and his sup- 
plying troops for repelling the incursions pf the Maghs. Under 
instructions from Government, the Boai;d eventually directed that 
Ndrijidr and Hissdzdt lands should be included in vidlguzdfd or 
rent-paying lands. 

ParganA Idalpur. — This Fiscal Division appears 'as the most 
troublesome in the whole District. So far back as 1790, the Col- 
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lector objected to settle the Pargani with the former i 3 ropri^. iors, 
who were generally known as the Chaudhris of Ida! pur. The 
Board, however, in their letter dated 29th April i79o> directed 
the Collector to offer the Decennial Settlement to the Chaudhris 
at the rental fixed in 1789, and thought that, in the absence 
of satisfactory proof of the profligacy of character with which 
the Collector charged them, they should have the first offer of the 
Decennial Settlement. The Fiscal Division had to be attached 
for arrears in 1791, and the arrears due from the proprietors could 
only be enforced after a decree of the Civil Court. This state of 
things went on for years. Tlie Board, in their letter dated 20th 
July 1804, gave the proprietors one more chance, and directed 
the Collector to deliver over possession of the Pargand . to the 
proprietors, on the distinct understanding* that if they offered any 
further opposition, or showed any recusancy in the payment of 
theit rents, the estate would be put up to sale. A few years after- 
wards, 7>., in 3812, the Pai'gana was finally put up for sale, and 
bought by Mohini Mohan Tagore, of Calcutta, g,n uncle of the 
celebrated Dwdrkdndth Tagore. A very serious affray took place 
when the auction-purchaser ventured to take possession of his 
jjroperty, in consequence of the armed resistance offered to him 
by the Chaudhris, the ex-propriotors of Idal])ur. The transfer to 
the Tagores was attended with satisfactory results. The Govern- 
ment revenue has never been in jeoiiardy since that time, and the 
cultivators arc, on the whole, said to be better cared for in this 
than in any other Fiscal Division in the District. 

ParganA KoTWALfPARA. — The Government rental of this h^scal 
Division at the time of the Muhammadan Settlement of 1721 
w^as assc^ed at ;£^692, 12s. In 1867 it was returned at ^£"244, i8s. 
This is of some importance, as the present fl-cntal shows a con- 
siderable decrease on the former assessment, — a fact which can 
only be explained by the existence of infinitesimal shares in tlie 
Fiscal Division. It is a striking fact that, whilst the •value of 
land has increased everywdiere else in the District, and whilst 
the Government revenue has also increased in every other Fiscal 
Division, Kotwdlipard alon^ show's a decided decrease. The e.tdy 
records make but little reference to this Fiscal Division, which 
is remarkable for its almost infinitesimal Subdivision of landed 
property. In 1867 there were no less than 502 estates borne 
on its rent-roll, of which 184 paid a rent of less than 2s. a year 

VOL. VI. p 
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to Government. The 28th June is the last day of payment fixed 
for all estates paying an annual rental of less than jQi 'y and it is 
no uncommon thing for a picc, or even a pie (the twelfth part 
of an dnd = half a farthing), to be paid in as the balance of the 
smaller^ estates. It is not surprising that a Fiscal Division 
which comprises so many petty landholders should be involved in 
endless litigation. So serious was this difficulty, that the whole 
Fiscal Division was attached by the Civil Court in May 1815, 
and only released in June 1864. Quarrels among the several 
proprietors soon broke out again, and the Collector, in 1867, 
reported that a , second attachment by the Civil Court was only 
a matter of time. This Fiscal Division, lying as it does in some 
of the most marshy lands of the District, is very much out of 
cultivation, and the Collector stated (in 1867) that the only hope 
for improvement was to take the first chance of arrears of revenue, 
and to bring it to the hammer. In the hands of a single wealthy 
and enterprising ])roprietor, Kotwdlipdra, properly drained and 
embanked, migl^t be converted into one of the most fertile tracts 
in the District. 

The District Land-Tax, the principal source of revenue, has 
increased from ^8^, ^66 in 1818 to ;^i43,i56 in 1871-72. In 
1818 there were 4461 estates on the rent-roll of the District, held 
by 508S registered proprietors or coparceners, paying a total land 
revenue of rei)rcscnting an average payment of ;^2o, 2s. 

by each estate, or ^^17, 12s. by each individual proprietor or 
coparcener. In 1850 the number of separate estates was 4208, 
possessed by 5160 proprietors or coparceners, and yielding a total 
land-tax of ;^io5,oi2, the average payment for each estate being 
^25, and by each proprietor or partner ^20, 8s. In‘ 1870-72 
there were 4729 esfates, held by 5960 proprietors, who were as- 
sessed at a total land revenue of ^143,156, i6s., representing an 
average payment of ^^30, 5s. by each estate, and ^24 by each 
proprieteth These averages fairly represent the state of landed 
property in the District. 

Mode of Colli?ction of Government Revenue. — The follow- 
ing statement of Government procedure for realisation of rent is 
extracted from Mr Collector Sutherland's Report on Bdkarganj, 
printed at page 16 1 of the ^‘History and Statistics of the Dacca 
Division”: — ‘<The revenue on account of estates of Decennial 
Settlement, and of those settled in perpetuity, is realised on the 
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latest days of payment, which are 12th January, 28th Marrh, 28th 
June, and 28th September. If the revenue of any estate is not 
paid on or before the latest day of payment, it is icalised by 
the sale of the estate ; if the sale proceeds do not entirely meet 
the dues of Government, the balance may be recovered by the 
sale of the defaulter’s other property, movable as welf as im- 
movable. This, however, is never necessary in the case of 
permanently-settled estates. The revenue on account of per- 
manently-settled estates in the Government Fiscal Division of 
Bozargomedpur and Darichar Mahal is paid according to in- 
stalments. If the revenue of any instalment falls into arrears, it 
is realised by issue of warrants on the defaulter, and by attach- 
ment and sale of his pro])erly. If the arrears are not t)aid in at 
the end of the year, the lights and interests of tlie defaulter in the 
estate are put up for sale under l^cgulation VIII. of 1S35, and 
Act VI r. of 1865. 'I he revenues on account of temporarily- 
settled estates in Pargand Bozargomedpur and Darichar Mahal 
are also paid according to instalments. If the revenue of any 
instalment falls into arrears, it is realised by issue of warrants, and 
by attachment and sale of the defaulting farmer’s property. The 
revenue from hirmers of resumed and Government-purchased 
estates is paid according to instalments. If the revenue of any 
instalment falls into ai rears, it is realised from the deposit of the 
defaulter, and by the sale of the property of his security. If the 
Government dues are not wholly realised from the deposit and 
by the sale of the security’s property, the balance is recovered by 
the sale of tiie ’ movable and immovable pro^icrty of the de- 
faulter. The revenue from farmers of the Sundarban estates is 
realised® according to instalments. If the revenue of any instal- 
ment falls into arrears, it is realised by the siale of the rights and 
interests of the defaulter under Act XI. of 1859. The revenue 
on account of estates under the Court of Wards is collected 
through the Manager-General. The revenue from attacl¥)d estates 
is collected through the Manager-General within the latest days 
of payment. If the revenue is not paid withm any of the latest 
days, through the negligence of the proprietor of any portion of 
an estate which is not under attachment, it is realised at flae end 
of the year by the sale of ^le estate. This practice also applies 
to estates’ under partition {bahifdni).^^ 

The Land Laws. — T he Collector in 1367 reported that there 
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is scarcely a District in Bengal where Act X. of 1859 is so 
thoroughly worked as in Bdkarganj. Since tlie passing of the Act, 
the number of^ rent-suits instituted in the courts has been so great 
as to lead to a" special report being called for, dated 19th January 
1867. The number, however, has fallen oif somewhat of late 
years, a's the following comparative statement will show. In 
1861-62 the number of original suits instituted under the pro- 
visions of this law was no less than 12,576, besides 5104 miscel- 
laneous applications; in 1862-63 there were 8931 original suits, 
and 7882 miscellaneous applications; in 1866-67 there were 7471 
original suits, and 7S36 miscellaneous applications; and in 1868 
the numbers were 6669 and 8060 respectively. A very large pro- 
portion of these cases were r.r decrees, an indication of an 

unhealthy state of feeling between landlord and tenant. The 
Collector, in his letter ot January 1867, states that one cause of 
there being so many paiie cases in his District is that it is found 
in some instances cheaper to collect rents through the Courts than 
by means of the usual staif of Collectors. As an instance of this 
fact, he mentioifed one of the wealthiest landlords, who declared 
that he found it cheaper to sue his tenants for rent, than to keep 
up an expensive collecting establishment. This is certainly a use 
to which it was never intended that the Act should be applied, 
and it is gratifying to know that these cases were gradually de- 
creasing in number. 

Protection to Person and Property has steadily increased of 
late years. In 1818, the year following that in which Bakarganj was 
formed into a separate District, there was but one Magisterial and 
three Revenue and Civil Courts in the whole District; in 1850 the 
number of Magisterial Courts had increased to three, and the Revenue 
and Civil Courts to ten in number; in 1862 the numbers were ten 
and eighteen; and in 1869, eight and fifteen respectively. The 
number of covenanted English officers at work throughout the year 
was three ill 1818 and four iu 1869. 

Police. — In 1818, the machinery for protecting the District con- 
sisted of 182 foot constables, and 48 officers, the cost of officering 
the force from the rank of Head Constable upwards, amounting to 
;^794. ^ In s86o there were 183 foot constables, and 46 officers, the 
cost of the latter amounting to 2 1 54. ' At the present day, for police 
purposes, the District is divided into eighteen police circles, with 
twelve outpost stations. The police force consists of the Regular 



POLICE FORCE OF bAkARGANJ DISTRICT 229 

District Police, a Village Watch, and a small Municipal fore for 
the town of Barisd. 1 . At the close of 1871, the Regular Police 
consisted of the following strength 3 European officeiu, receiving 
a total salary of 1620 per annum; 102 subordinate officers, of 
whom three are Eurasians and the rest natives, maintained at a 
total cost of ;z^ 4078, or an average annual pay of ;^39, '19s. 7d. 
each; and 478 native foot constables, maintained at a total cost 
of ^4i^al to an average annual pay of is. 2d. 

a year for each man. I'otal RegiiLar Force of all ranks, 583. 
The total cost of the Regular Police of all ranks, including 
travelling allowances, pay of office establishment, and contin- 
gencies, amounted to 86. The area of* the District, as 

returned by the Surveyor-General in 1871, is 4039*13 square miles; 
and the jiopulation, as ascertained by the Census of 1872, is 
2,377,433 souls. According to this* basis of calculation, there is 
one regular iioliceman to every 8*47 square miles of area, or one 
to every 4078 of the population, maintained at an average 
cost of 5s. 3d. per square mile, or a fraction over one penny 
per head of the population. Attaclied to the Regular Police is 
a River Patrol, consisting of five boats, and manned by a crew of 
35 men. The cost, which is included in the above, amounts to 
^312 per annum. The Village Watch, or rural police, is a force 
which in 1871 consisted of 5135 men, maintained at a cost of 
^18,486, paid by the landholders and villagers; the average pay 
of each village watchman being ^^3, 12s. a year, besides a small 
plot of ground rent free. According to the above calculations of 
area and jiopulation, there is one village watchman to ev^y 9*6 
square miles, or one to every 463 of the T[:>opulation. The cost of 
maintaining this force is ^3, 14s. lod. per square mile, or about 
ijd. per head of the population. Each villg,ge watchman has, on 
an average, 62 houses under his charge. The Municipal Police is 
a small force, consisting of 1 subordinate officer and 52 men, 
stationed at the towns of Barisdl, Nalchiti, Jhdlakdti, ajid Daulat 
Khdn. The cost of maintenance aHioiinted in 1871 to ;^403, 14s., 
defrayed out of the municipal receipts. Including, therefore, the 
Regular Force, the Municipal Police, and the Village Watch, the 
police force of the District consists of a total of 5771 men of all 
ranks, maintained at a total ^;ost of ^3o,of 5. Compared with the 
area and population, there is therefore one police officer to every 
•85 square miles, or one to every 412 of the population. The cost 
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of protecting person and property in Bdkarganj, amounts to 
;^6, *ts. Qd. per square mile of area, or a fraction over 3d. per 
head of the population. During the year 1870, the police con- 
ducted 426 cognisable cases, and obtained convictions in one 
half of tliem, or- in 222 cases. In the following year, 1871, 
there was a very great increase in the number of cognisable 
cases, the number ascertained to have occurred being 2082, the 
percentage of final oonvictions to men brought to trial being 40*6. 
In serious cases, the percentage of detections to offences com- 
mitted was very small. No fewer than 32 murders were reported 
as having been committed during the year, but detection Only 
followed in 8 instances. Sixteen cases of murder occurred in the 
following year ; and, with regard to this crime, Bakarganj enjoys 
the unenviable reputation of having more murders than any other 
District in Bengal. Out of 8., gang robberies, which were reported 
to have occurred in 1870, only i case was brought home. In 1871, 
no fewer than 28 cases of gang robbery are reported, of which 
conviction followed only in i. The value of property stolen in 
1870 is reported* at of which only or 23 per cent, 

was recovered. 

Criminal Classes. — T take the following paragraph from Mr J. 
H. Reilly’s “Police Report”: — “It is difficult to explain why the 
crime of murder is so common in Bdkarganj. On asking the people, 
the only answer they give is that ^ the men of the Bhati Des (tidal 
country) are very passionate.’ The people are quite right that the 
men in the southern portion of Bdkarganj are prone to violent and 
sudden outbursts of passion. I attribute this disposition to freedom 
from all wholesome social restraints, and to the feeling of indepen- 
dence in having money at their command, which has a tendency 
to make these men KlQniinecring. In the older Districts it is 
well known that the inhabitants congregate together for mutual 
protection against robbers, and live in communities. The 
country is divided into ^clusters of houses forming villages, 
with the cultivated land lying^ round each village. The men and 
women associate \yith each other, and arc acquainted with each 
other’s affairs. But in Bdkarganj the features of the country are 
very drfferent, and there are, strictly speaking, no villages. Each 
man builds his homestead on his own land, generally on the 
highest spot appertaining to his holding, without any reference to 
his neighbours. The consequence is, that the homesteads are far 
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apart from each other, with dense plantations of cocoa-nui and 
betel-nut surrounding each homestead. Families, for' thitj reason, 
have little communication with each other, and 'owing to the 
numerous khdls or watercourses, and the swampy nature of the 
country, neighbourly visits are seldom exchanged between them. 
I believe this isolation of families has a great effect upon the 
character of the people. In the older Districts, owing to the 
social relationshiijs subsisting between families, domestic disputes 
are settled either by neighbours or by a Panchdyei of the villagers, 
and^ man finds himself restrained in his temper and manners by 
the fact that the eyes of his neighbours are upon. him; if he beats 
his wife, it is knowm at once in the village, and forms the gossip 
of his friends. Jlut in Bakarganj, owing to the isolation-of families, 
tlie owner of the homestead is sole arbiter and ruler, independent 
of every social restraint. If a man of bad temper, he often de- 
velops into a despot or domestic tyrant. This will explain how 
a man of this lordly disposition, whose pride has been fostered by 
wifely homage, when returning home after a liard relay’s ploughing, 
and finding his rice uncooked or cold, seizes a club or a knife, 
and either batters or hacks his wife to death. It is crimes of 
this class tliat arc so common in the District — hasty and violent 
ebullitions of temper, leading to sudden murder. I believe the 
household habits of the people, caused by the secluded lives they 
lead, will account in a great measure for the social and domestic 
murders so prevalent in the District. The prevention of murder 
among such a race is not the work of the police officer; it is the 
work of the schoolmaster and teacher, wl^o by inculcating a*purcr 
religion and a higher standard of humanily, may civilise these 
savages, and soften their hearts and manners ; .until that is effected, 
murder will continue to be common in the Dist*rict.^’ robberies 

are also of very fretpient occurrence in Lakarganj. This crime is 
generally committed by gangs of professional robbers, who are 
known to each other, and who enjq^ great facilities for crime from 
the only practicable mode of communication in this District, viz., 
by boats. Nothing but an efficient river police will be able to cope 
thoroughly with the organised river robberies, which arc common. 
The numerous subdivisions of land-tenure give constant occasion for 
riots and affrays. In a District like liikarganj, where land-tenures 
are so complicated, and title to property so contested, it is not to 
be wondered at that riots should take pdacc. A very large number 
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of cases are instituted for enticing away married women. There is 
no offence of more constant occurrence in the District than this> 
a circumstance which may be explained in various ways. Early 
marriages, domestic quarrels arising out of the peculiar constitution 
of the j^usalmdn household, pecuniary temptations, strong passion 
and love of intrigue, combine to make breaches of the marriage 
law of very common occurrence. In this class of offences Musal- 
mdns are almost always implicated, and such cases are for the 
most part unknown amongst the Hindus, except those of the very 
lowest castes. 

Tlie llediyds are a class of professional thieves. In Bdkarganj 
and other Districts of Eastern Bengal, these people live in boats, 
wandering from village to village at fair times, or to the different 
bdzars. These i>eople aie thus described in the Police Report for 
1871 : — “They are expert pickpocket'j and notorious gamblers. 
Their boats are of one uniform pattern, resembling an egg in shape. 
They arc rapidly embnicing Muhammadanism, with a firm deter- 
mination not to bve on shore. There is a well understood rule with 
them that at every encampment the men and women must be on 
board their boats before the jackal’s howl is heard in the evening ; 
any member absenting himself at this time, more especially a female, 
is instantly put out of caste. Beyond their extreme expertness in 
pilfering they are comparatively harmless.” 

Jail Statistics, — In 1857-58, the total number of prisoners 
admitted into the District Jail as well as the Subdivisional lock-ups 
was 662. The number discharged during the year included 40 
transferred, 613 released,, and 6 escaped, and 27 deaths: total, 686. 
The ratio of admissions into hospital amounted to 110*17 ^f 
mean jail population, the proportion of deaths being 5*84 per 
cent, of the mean jail population. In 1860-61, the total number 
of prisoners received in the jail and lock-up amounted to 1134; 
the discharges were as under: — transferred, 378; released, 839; 
escaped, '5 ; died, 64; execrated, 3: total, 1289. The total ad- 
missions into hospital were 124*58 per cent,, and the deaths 15*27 
per cent of the mean jail population. In 1870, the total number 
of prispner§ received in the jail and lock-ups amounted to 1572. 
The average daily nuinber of prisoners in jail during the year was 
393, or one criminal always in jail to every 6048 of the population. 
The prisoners discharged during the year were as follows trans- 
ferred, 23; released, 1549; escaped, 8; died, 36; executed, i: 
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total, 1617. The total admissions into hospital were 104*8.; per 
cent., and the deaths 9*16 per cent, of the average jail population. 
The average term of residence of each prisonei ir: jail was 168 
days. More than half the number of prisoners who were received 
into the jail were in a bad state of health on admission. The^ diseases 
from which they chiefly suffered were intermittent fever, diarrhoea, 
splenetis, rheumatism, dyspepsia, and colic. Notwithstanding this, 
the medical officer reports that the jail was healthy; but it is 
clear that the healthiness can only be taken in a comparative sense. 
Th<; death-rate was lower in 1870 by 2*07 per cent.* than in 1869, 
and the sickness rate for 1870 and the preceding five years was 
respectively 104 and 146 per cent, of the average number of 
prisoners in jail. 

The average gross cost of maintenance of prisoners, excluding 
the cost of the jail police guards, 'amounted to ^4, 9s. 9d. per 
head in 1857-58, and to ^4, 14s. 5d. ])cr head in 1860-61. In 
1870, the cost per head amounted to ^4, 10s. sjd., exclusive 
of 6s. 3d. per head for the cost of the poli^^e guard, making 
a total cost of ^^5, 16s. 8|d. per head to Government. No ma- 
terials exist showing the separate cost of the police jail guard 
prior to 1870. The gross cost of the jail and lock-uj^s, including 
the prison guard, amounted in 1870 to ^1932, 3s. pd. 

A certain proportion rf the cost of jail maintenance, however, is 
defrayed by the prisoners’ owm labour. Prison manufactures have 
been carried on in JJakarganj jail for a period of twenty-eight years. 
In 1857-58, the gross receij^ts from prison labour amounted to 
7 s- 5 ^-y charges to ^54. 1,8s. 4d., leaving a profit of 

^110, 9s. id, the average earning of each prisoner engaged in 
manufactures being 4s. 3d. An 1860-61, the receipts from jail 
manufacture amounted to ;^367, 2s. pd., and* the charges to ^£17 7, 
i8s. 6d,, leaving a profit of 4s. 3d., the average earning of 

each prisoner engaged on manufactures being 9s. 4d. In 1870, 
the total receipts from articles of j^l produce amounteef to ;^685, 
15s., and the expenditure to ^£“505, 9s. 9d., leaving a profit of 
;^i8o, 5s. 3d., the average earning of each prisoner employed in 
manufactures being 3s. 5d. Deducting the profits derived from 
prison labour from the gros^ cost of the jail in 1870, there remains 
a net charge to Government of ;^i7Si, 18s. 6d for guarding and 
maintaining the prisoners of the District. The number of prisoners 
employed on remunerative* prison labour in 1870 was 83; viz., 7 ri 
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gardening, i6 in manufacturing cloth, n in bamboo rattan or reed 
work, 36 in manufacturing bricks and tiles, 8 in flour-grinding, 2 as 
carpenters,' aiKl 3 as bakers. 

District Educational Statistics. — As may be expected in a 
society almost wholly composed of petty husbandmen, of whom 
the majority are Muhammadans of the most bigoted tenets, education 
in Bdkarganj is in a backward state. The Collector of the District 
stales that the chief reason of this seems to be the want of an edu- 
cated and comfortable middle class. Except at the Civil Station of 
Barisill, the community consists of a few traders and land agents^ and 
an undistinguished crowd of petty landholders, peasants, and fisher- 
men. ^J'hese men arc all intent on earning their daily rice, and as they 
do not see how education will help cither them or their sons towards 
this, they care nothing al>jut it. Almost as soon as a boy can walk 
alone, he is employed to tend his fathers cattle : and when he is a little 
older, he rows in the boat, or climbs the SiiJ^dri trees to gather the 
betel-nuts, cS:c. Even the little girls are made use of, and may be seen 
staggering home, from the river bank under the weight of wjter- 
pots which are almost as big as themselves. The Collector adds, 
‘Mt is vain to expect that education will flourish in such house- 
holds, even if it were brought close to their doors, and were made 
free of cost. Far less will it succccrl when it has to be sought in 
a village some five or six miles off, and on the other side of half a 
dozen unbridged rivers, and has moreover to be paid for.” The 
central portion of the District, however, is an exception to these 
remarks. Nearly the whole of the Government and Aided Schools 
are cbntained in the srnall triangular tract situated between the 
Barisdl, Aridl Khdn, and Swanipkdti rivers. This central oasis 
is rich in schools, and the Inspector reports it as one of the most 
forward educational tracts of East Bengal, both in the number 
of boys at school, and in the number of minor and vernacular 
scholarships which Barisdl carries off. Barisdl, too, su])plics an 
unusually large number of puj^Us to the medical profession. The 
Barisdl Government School is the largest in Eastern Bengal, and 
financially the most successful; the cost to Government in 1871 
for its ^55 , pupils being only £,3^, i2t>. In 1870, the cost to 
Government for the school, which fhen contained 347 pupils, 
amounted to 146, 7s. 4d. 

The table opposite exhibits the number of State schoQls, the 
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1856-57, 1860-61, AND 1870-71. 
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Details not given, c^Iy number of Schools and total number of S.hools : no return of Expenditure. 
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number and creed of the pupils attending them, with the propor- 
tion of tjje cost defrayed by Government to that derived from 
school fees, "subscriptions, and other local sources, for the years 
1856-57, 1860-61, and 1870-71. It will be seen that the num- 
ber of Government and Aided Schools has risen from 5 jn 1856-57 
to 67 in 1870-71, and the pupils from 482 to 3116 within the 
same period. The cost of education to Government has increased 
from ^115, 13s. rod. in 1856-57, to £1141, 2d. in 1870-71, 

while that derived from schooling fees, local subscriptions, &c., 
has increased in the same period from £479, ns. iid. to 
^2194, los. 5d. It is to be regretted that the Muhammadans, 
although forming no less than 64*8 per cent, of the total popula- 
tion, hold themselves distinctly aloof from our system of education. 
Only 243 Muhammadahs attended the Government or Aided 
Schools of Bdkarganj in 1870, while the number of Hindu pupils 
amounted to 2863. The figures contained in the foregoing table 
have been compiled from t'ne Reports of the Director of Public 
Instruction for the years 1856-57, 1860-61, and 1870-71. 

It must be remembered that the foregoing are only the Govern- 
ment and Aided Schools. Nine other private schools, principally 
conducted by missionary enterprise, are inspected by the Educa- 
tional Department. These nine schools arc attended by a total of 
359 pupils. TJie total number of schooL under in.spection by the 
Education Department in 1^72, was 87. There are also a con- 
siderable number of unaided village schools, which are not in- 
spected by the Department, and regarding which no information 
can be given. ^ 

Postal Statistics. — The following table, showing the number 
of service and private letters, newspapers, books, &:c., received at 
and despatched from the Bakarganj post-office, together with the 
receipts and expenditure for the years 1861-62, 1865-66, and 
1870-71, illustrates the ex;t.ent to which the public u.se the post- 
office. I’he receipts and expenditure have increased with equal 
ratio, both having trebled within the last ten years. The following 
are the figures : — 
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Statement of Letters, Newspapers, &c., Received at and De- 
spatched FROM the BaKARGANJ POST-OFFICE, with Po^T^'iLi REVENUE 
AND Expenditure for the Years 1861-62, 1865-66, and 1870-71. 



1861-62. 

1865-66. 

1870-71. 

Service letters received. 

Private letters received, 

16,28^ 

51, MS 

13*744 

61,561 

* 

Total letters received, 

• 

67.90J 

75.305 

>73,803 

Service newspapers received, 

Private newspapers received. 
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5993 

507 

7359 


'J'otal newspapers received, . 

6699 

7606 

i 5.>77 

Service parcels received, 

Private parcels received, 

1994 * 
308 

126S 

252 


Total parcels received, 

2302 

1 1520 

6149 

Books received, . ... 

869 

114^ 

2477 

Service letters despatched, . 

Private letters despatched, . 

8356 

48,934 

10,204 

66, 1 68 

... t 

Total letters despatched. 

57,290 

76,372 


Service newspapers despatched, . 
Private newspapers dcspatclnSvl, . 
Total parcels despatched, 

Books despatched, 

nil. 

503 

86 

** ;?//. 

1072 

12615 
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... 1 

Total post-office receipts, 

Total jDOSt-office charges, 

£^42 5 7 
399 8 II 

^1067 15 7 

548 6 9 

» 

^■1803 8 0 
1200 ^ 0 


It will be observed that the total number of letters has nearly 
trebled during the ten years, and more than doubled during the 
last five of them. A similar progress appears in the total of news- 
papers received. In both cases the progress was slow at first, 
but very rapid during the subsequent f^ears. 

In the year 1866-67, the system of service stamps for all official 
communications and papers was introduced, and in 1870-71, the 
sale of these stamps amounted to ;^88, 12s. 4d. 1 

• Service and private letters not shown separately, as all pay postage now. 

t No return received of number of letters, newspapers, or books despatched 
during 1870-71. 
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Fiscal Divisions. — M aterials do not exist showing the number 
of villages in former times, but in 1870 their number was estimated 
3056, ct/r^taining, according to the rough census made at the 
time of the Revenue Survey, an average population of 272 souls each. 
The re^sults of the Census of 1872 showed 4269 villages, contain- 
ing an average population of 557 souls each. The Collector in 1871 
returned the town§ containing an estimated population of upwards 
of 2000 souls at nine in number, as follow : — Barisitl, Nalchilf, Jhdla- 
kdtf or Mahdrdjganj, Sdhibganj, Mdddripur, Kalid Hat, Gangdpur, 
Daulat Khdn in the island of Dakshfn Shdhbdzpur, and Khosnadf. 
The Census Report, however, disclosed no less than 137 towns or 
villages* containing a population of upwards of 2000 souls. The 
Fiscal Divisions are fifty-four in number, and the following list, 
showing the area of eadi, number of estates it contains, amount of 
land revenue it pays, population, and the court to which it is sub- 
ject, is compiled from the Board of Revenue’s Pargand statistics 
of area, population, etc. 

(i.) AnDULLipuR, area not knowm ; comprises 3 estates; pays a 
Government land revenue of ;£‘356, 8s. ; population not known ; 
subject to the jurisdiction of the Subordinate Judge’s Court at 
Daulat Khdn in the island of Dakshfn Shdhbd/pur. 

(2.) Ambarpur, area 2 acres; i estate ; land revenue, 2s. ; popula- 
tion, 25 ; within the jurisdiction of the Co-’irt at Daulat Khdn. 

(3) AmIrabad, area 40, *457 acres, or 63*21 square miles; 

I estate; land revenue, ;;^33, 12s.; population, 200; within the 
jurisdiction of the Subdivisional Court of Mdddripur. 

(4.) Aurangpur, arefi 57,884 acres, or 90*44 square miles; 46 
estates; land revenue, ;£’4596, 6s.; population, 40,000; within the 
jurisdiction of the Court at Patudkhdlf. 

(5.) Az/mpur TappA, area 16,178 acres, or 25*27 square miles ; 
47 estates; land revenue, ;^io83, i8s. ; population, 2000; within 
the jurisdiction of the Mddifrfpur Court. 

(6.) BahAdurpur TappA, acea 6321 acres, or 9*87 square miles; 

4 estates ; land revenue, ^(^498 ; population, 6000 ; within the juris- 
diction of the Courts at Barisdl and Mdddrfpur. 

(7.) ^Baikunthpur, area not known ; 26 estates ; land revenue, 
;^23, 4s. ; population ^not known; within the jurisdiction of the 
Court at Daulat Khdn. 

(8.) BAngrorA, area 77,046 acres, or 120*38 square miles; 949 
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estates; land revenue, £212$, 6s.; population, 50,000; within ihc 
jurisdiction of the Courts at Mddirfpur and Pirozpur. 

(9.) Bikrampur, area 148 acres, or *23 square mile#; i estate; 
land revenue, ;^3, 8s, ; population, 40 ; within the jurisdiction of the 
Mdddrfpur Court. , 

(10.) Birmohan, area 25,224 acres, or 39*41 square miles ; 
285 estates ; land revenue, ^£*256, 8s. ; population, 10,000 ; within 
the jurisdiction of the M^darfpur Court. 

(ii.) BfRMoiiAN Tapj’A, area 18,156 acres, or 28*37 square miles ; 
149 estates; land revenue, ^425, i6s. ; population, 8000; within 
the jurisdiction of the Mddd.rfpur Court. 

(12.) Bozargomkdpur, area 287,971 acres, or 449*95 square 
miles; 405 estates ; land revenue, Ss. ; population, 140,000 ; 

within the jurisdiction of the Courts at^Barisal, Patuakhdlf, and 
Pirozpur. 

• (13.) CiiANDRADwfp, area 303,202 acres, or 473*75 square 

miles; 133 estates; land revenue, ;;^2o,i95, 4^*1 population, 
150,000; witliin the jurisdiction of the Courts^ at Mdddripur, 
Barisal, and Dauiat Khdn. 

(14.) DakshIn ShAiibAzpur, area 216,460 acres, or 338*21 
square miles ; 27 estates ; land revenue, ;i^^752o,. 8s. ; population, 

50.000 ; within the jurisdiction of the Court at Dauiat Khdn. 

(r5.) DurdanA KhAn\m, area 484 acres, or *75 square miles; 
I estate; land revenue, ^1 1, iSs. ; population, 160; within the 
jurisdiction of the Court at Patudkhdli. 

(16.) I 3 URGAPIJK, area 2472 acres, or 3*86 square miles; 3 
estates; land revenue^ ^8, los. ; popul^xtion, 150; withiTi the 
jurisdiction of tlie Court at Dauiat Khan. 

(17.) l^ATiiijANGPUR, area 22,981 acres, or 35*90 square miles; 
no estates; land revenue, ^363, 2s.; population,. 1000; within 
the jurisdiction of the Mdddrfpur Court. 

(18.) Gird Bandar, area 165 acres, or *25 square miles; 1 
estate ; land revenue, 6s. ; population, 2000; within*the juris- 
diction of the Barisdl Court. 

(19.) HabIrpur, area 10,235 acres, or 15*99 square miles; i 
estate; land revenue, £^7, i8s. ; population, 6000;, within ihe 
jurisdiction of the Courts at Pirozpur and IVyiddripur. 

(20.) HaviiJ SalImAbAd TappA, area 22,827 acres, or 35*66 
square miles; 13 estates; land revenue, ;^i447, i6s. ; population, 

20.000 ; within the jurisdiction of the Barisdl Court. 
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(2j.) HavilI TappA, area 3083 acres, or 4*81 square miles ; 7 
* estates; land revenue, £112, xos.; population, 5000; within the 
jurisdictiofi 2^ the Barisdl Court. 

(22,J Island, area 60,142 acres, or 93*97 square miles; 78 
estates ; land revenue, £3999> 6s. ; population, 8000. Court not 
mentioned. 

(23.) Idalpur, area 155,387 acres, or 242*79 square miles; 502 
estates; land revenue, ^7977, i 8 s. ; population, 104,000; within 
the jurisdiction of the Courts at MddAripur and Daulat KhAn. 

(24.) Idrakpur, area 8667 acres, or 13*54 square miles ; 63 
estates ; land revenue, £s^9f ; population, 3000 ; within the 

jurisdiction of the Courts at MAddripur and Patudkhdlf. 

(25.)' IswAR Datta, area 5717 acres, or 8*93 square miles; i 
estate; land revenue, ;^44 2 ; population, 157; within the juris- 
diction of the Court at Pirozpur. 

(26.) JalAlpur, area 5542 acres, or 8*66 square miles; 5 
estates; land revenue, £848, los. ; population, 3000; within the 
jusisdiction of tfee Court at Mdddripur. 

(27.) JahAnpur, area 5987 acres, or 9*35 square miles; i estate; 
land revenue, ;£’85, 8s.; population, 1000; within the jurisdiction 
of the Court at Mdddripur. 

(28.) KAdirAbAd TappA, area 2164 acres, or 3*38 square miles; 

2 estates ; land revenue, £136, 4s. ; population, 1000; within the 
jurisdiction of the Court at Mdddripur. 

(29.) Kalmir Char Taraf, area 1828 acres, or 2*85 square 
miles; i estate; land revenue, £184, 14s.; population, 2500; 
withih the jurisdiction of the Court at Patudkhdli. 

(30.) KAsimnagar, area 4691 acres, or 7*33 square miles; 1 
estate; land revenue, ;^i63, 8s.; population, 1000; within the 
jurisdiction of the Court at Patudkhdli. 

(31.) KAsimpur SilApati, area 3954 acres, or 6*17 square miles ; 
99 estates; land revenue, ^^£'812, 14s.; population, 5000; within 
the jurisdiction of the Court at^. Mdddripur. 

(32.) KhAnjA BahAdurnagar, area 10,267 acres, or 16 04 
square miles ; 65 estates ; land revenue, £t4T, 2s. ; population, 
5000 ; tfvithip the jurisdiction of the Cducrt at Patudkhdli. 

(33.) KotwAlIpArA, ^rea 54,098 apres, or 84-52 square miles ; 
502 estates; land revenue, ^244, i8s. ; population, 25,000; within 
the jurisdiction of the Courts at Pirozpur and Mdddripur. 

(34.) Lakshmirdia TappA, area 15,717 acres, or 24*55 square 
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miles; 27 estates; land revenue, £126^ 8s.; population, ^00; 
within the jurisdiction of the Court at Daulat Khdn. 

(35.) MAdAr/pur, area 7836 acres, or 12 ’24 squaj^ miles ; 5 
estates ; land revenue, £82, 10s. ; population, 2000 ; within the 
jurisdiction of the Court at Mddanpur. 

(36.) Maijardj, area 710 acres, or i*ii square miles; 3o*cstates; 
land revenue, £j7, 4s.; pojoulation, 500; within the jurisdiction of 
the Court at Daulat Klian. 

(37.) Mursiiid Kotvvali Jagir, area 138 acres, or *21 square 
miles ; 42 estates ; land revenue, £82, 8s. ; population, 2000 ; 
within the jurisdiction of the Court at Maddrfpur. 

(38.) Nazjrpur TappA, area 95,983 acres, oV 149*97 square 
miles ; 17 estates; land revenue, 447 2, los. ; population, 20,000 ; 
within the jurisdiction of the Courts at Larisal, Pirozpur, Mddarf- 
pur, and Daulat Khan. 

(39.) RAjnagar, area 300 acres, or *47 square miles ; 10 estates > 
land revenue, ;^85, 4s. ; population, 100 ; within the jurisdiction of 
the Court at Daulat Khan, 

(40.) RAj RAjeswarpur, area 12,332 acres, or 19*27 square 
miles ; I estate ; land revenue, £s 7 ^y 6s. ; population, 100 ; within 
the jurisdiction of the Court at Pirozpur. 

(41.) RAmnagar, area 7662 acres, or 11*97 square miles ; 18 
estates; land revenue, £Sj4y i6s. ; population, 2500; within the 
jurisdiction of the Court at Madaripur. 

(42,) RAmpur, area not known, i estate ; land revenue, 
£2, 12s.; population not known; Court at Daulat Khan. 

(43.) Rasui.pur, area 946 acres, or i’47 square mile%; 47 
estates; land revenue, ;^98, 8s.; population, 2700; within the 
jurisdiction of the Court at Patudkhali. 

(44.) Ratandi KAmkApur, area 37,468 acres, or 58-54 square 
miles; 18 'estates; land revenue, ;^3 6 7 2, 4s.; population, 13,000; 
within the jurisdiction of the Courts at Barisal, Pirozpur, and 
Daulat Khdn. 

(45.) Salim Ai3ad, area 244,065 ditres, or 381*35 square miles; 
74 estates; land revenue, £12,2^0, 2s.; population, T0ij903 ; 
within the jurisdiction of the Court at Barisal, &c. 

(46.) Sayyidpur, area 64,855* acres, or 101*33 square miles ; 

9 estates; land revenue, ^^10,763, i8s^; population, 55,000; 
within the jurisdiction of the Court at Pirozpur. 

VOL. VI. ‘ Q 
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(47.) ShafIpur KAlA TappA, area 2048 acres, or 3*20 square 
mile's; 86 estates; land revenue, los. ; population, 1400; 

within the* jurisdiction of the Court at Mdddrfpur. 

(48.) ShAhzAdpur, area 13,407 acres, or 20*95 square miles; 
37 estates; land revenue, ;^7 87, 1 6s. ; population, 5000; within 
the jurisdiction of the Court at BarisAl. 

(49.) ShAistAbAd, area 10,770 acres, or 15*82 square miles; 
6 estates ; land revenue, ;^203, 6s. ; population, 5000 ; within the 
jurisdiction of the Court at Barisal. 

(50.) ShAistanagar, area 17,981 acres, or 28*09 square miles; 
174 estates ; land revenue, ;^i76o, 14s. ; population, 10,000 ; within 
the jurisdiction of the Courts at Barisdl and PatuAkhAlf. 

(51.) SrIrAmpur, area 8167 acres, or 12*76 square miles; 137 
estates ; land revenue, ;j^547, 6s. ; population, 5000 ; within the 
jurisdiction of the Court at Daulat KhAn. 

(52.) SultAnAbAd TappA, area 54,085 acres, or 84*50 square 
miles; 18 estates; land revenue, i8s. ; population, 25,000; 

within the jurisdiction of the Court at PatqdkhAli. 

(53.) TelihAtI, area not known; 10 estates; land revenue, 
;^7, 1 6s . ; population not known ; Court at Daulat KhAn. 

(54.) Uttar ShAhbAzpur, area 17,690 acres, or 27*64 square 
miles; 324 estates ; land revenue, i6s. ; population, 7500: 

within the jurisdiction of the Court at Daulat KhAn. 

Total — area, 2,041,900 acres, or 3190*47 square miles; land 
revenue, ;^i32,056, 12s.; population, 908,435 souls. 

The above figures must be accepted with some degree of caution, 
as they are based upon the returns of a Survey, which was con- 
ducted some years ago. < The estimates of population are invariably 
wrong, and must be doubled all round to make them approximate 
to anything like correctness. According to this list, there are six 
Fiscal Divisions, each with an area under one square mile, 
thirteen between one and ten square miles, seventeen between ten 
and fifty, square miles, six between fifty and a hundred square 
miles, and eight above a hundifed square miles. The above list of 
Fiscal Divisions does not, however, agree, either in names or 
numbers, with a return which has recently been prepared for me 
by the* Collector of the District.* Thfs list gives the names of 
fifty-three Fiscal Di^<sions as follow: — (i) AbdullApur; (2) 
Allnagar TappA ; (3) AmfrAbAd ; (4) AmrApur ; (5) Aurangpur ; 



FISCAL DIVISIONS OF BAKARGANJ DISTRICT. 243 

(6) Azfmpur Tappd ; (7) Bahddurpur Tappd ; (8) Baikunthi>ar ; 
(9) Bdngrord ; (10) Bikrampur ; (ii) Bfrmohan ; (12) Bfrmohan 
Tappi;, (13) Bozargomedpur ; (14) Chandradwip ; Dakshin 
Sh^hMzpur; (16) Durdan^ Khdnam ; (17) Durgdpur; (18) 

Fathijangpur.; (19) Gird Bandar; (20) Gopdlpur ; (21) Habfb- 
pur; (22) Havili Salimdbdd ; (23) Havflf ; (24) IdalpuV ; (25) 
Idrakpur; (26) Jajird; (27) Jaliipur ; (28) Jahdnpur; (29) 
KadiribM Tappd, ; (30) Kasim nagar ; (31) Kisimpur Silipati ; 
(32) KMnjd Bahddurnagar ; (33) Kotvvdlipjlrd ; (34) Krishnadeb- 
pur Tappd; (35) Lakshmirdid Tappd ; (36) Mdddripiir ; (37) 
Maijardf; (38) Murshid Kotvvdli Jdgir; (39) Ndzirpur Tappd; 
(40) Kdj nagar ; (41) Rdj Rdjeswarpur; (42) *Rdmnagar; (43) 
Rasulpur; (44) Ratandi Kdlikdpur ; (4 5) Salimdbdd; (46) Say- 
yidpur ; (47) Shafipur Kdld; (48) Shdhzadpur; (49) Shaistdbdd ; 
(50) Shdistdnagar ; (51) Srirdinpur ; *(52) Sultdndbdd Tappd ; and 
(53) Uttar Slidhbdzpur. 

SuBDivisiONAL ADMINISTRATION. — Bdkarganj District is distri- 
buted into five Subdivisions. The principal, or headquarters, Sub- 
division of Barisdl, which w^as established in May 1801, contained 
in 1870-71 eight Magisterial and Revenue Courts, and a total police 
force of 385 officers and men, besides 2622 village watchmen. 
The total cost of the subdivisional headquarters administration, 
including magisterial and revenue courts and police, amounted to 
;£‘i 2,435. Barisdl headquarters comprise the five police circles 

(thdfids) of Barisdl, Jhdlakdti, Nalchiti, Bdkarganj, and Mehndfganj. 
It contains an area of 964 square miles, 1232 villages or towns, 
89,230 houses, and a total population of 711,180, of whom 3^0,800 
are males and 350,380 females; proportion* of males to total popu- 
lation, 3fo7 per cent. The Muhammadans number 460,615, or 
64-8 per cent. ; the proportion of Musdlman males to the total 
Muhammadan population being 50*9 per cent. The Hindus 
number 249,085, or 35 per cent.; the proportion of males to th-j 
total Hindu population being 50*4 per cent. The Buddhists only 
number 45 males. The Christians number 688 males and 695 
females; total, 1383, or *2 per cent, of the population; proportion 
of males to total Christian population, 49*1 per cent. Other 
denominations number only 52. Average density of population per 
square mile, 738; average number of houfes per square mile, 93 ; 
average number of persons per house, 8. 

The island of Dakshfn Shdhbdzpur was a Subdivision of Bdkarganj 
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from the time when Bdkarganj was erected into a separate District, 
up to' 1822, when the island was separated and annexed to Nodkhdlf, 
and continue^! attached to that District till 1869. In this year it 
was re-transferred to Bakarganj, in accordance with a petition 
from the inhabitants of the island, who found the courts of Bdkar- 
ganj nearer and readier of access than those of Nodkhdlf, In 
1870-71 it contained i court, a regular police force of 75 officers and 
men, and a force df 482 village watchmen. The total cost of 
administering the Subdivision, including court, police, and village 
watch, amounted to ^1525. Dakshm Shdhbdzpur was created a 
separate administrative Subdivision in April 1S45; when it forhied 
part of Nodkhdli District. 

It comprises the two police circles {tJidnas) of Daulat Khdn and 
Dhanid Mania, and contains, according to the Census of 1872, an 
area of 818 square miles, 345 villages, 23,715 houses, and a total 
population of 221,037, viz., 115,993 males and 105,044 females; 
proportion of males to total population, 52*5 per cent. The 
Muhammadans number 182,918, or 82*8 per cent, of the whole 
population of the Subdivision, the proportion of males to the Miisal- 
mdn population being 51*9 jier cent. The Hindus number 38,094, 
or 17*2 i)er cent, of the Stibdivisional population; proportion of 
Hindu males to total Hindu iiopulation, 55*2 percent. There are 
no Buddhists, and only one Christian is returned in the Subdivision, 
the number of people of other denominations being 24. Average 
density of population per square mile, 270 ; average number of 
persons per village, 640 ; average number of houses per square 
mile, L'q ; average number of persons per bouse, 9*3. 

The Subdivision of Maddrfxmr, in Ibe noitbern part of the Dis- 
trict, was created on the 17th May 1854. At the end of 1870-71 it 
contained i court, a regular police force of 7 2 officers and men, and 
a village watch of 834 men. The total cost of the administration 
of the Subdivision, including court, police, and village police, 
amounted# to ;^i662. It* comprises the four police circles of 
Gaurnadf, Kotwalipard, MddaApur, and Mulfatganj, and contains, 
according to the Ccjnsusof 1872, an area of 1070 square miles, 1334 
villages^ 81,144 houses, and a total poT;ulation of 663,043 souls; 
namely, 325,005 males and 338,038 females; proportion of males 
to total population, 4^ per cent The Muhammadans number 
3^,085, or 54*3 per cent of the Subdivisional population, the 
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proportion of Muhammadan males to the total Muhammadan popu- 
lation being 50*1 per cent. The Plindus number 299,540, or 45*2 
per cent, of the Subdivisional po2)ulati6n; iDroporti?»rt of Hindu 
males to total Hindu population, 477 per cent. Buddhists, ;///.; 
Christians, 3375, or *5 per cent, of the Subdivisional population; 
IDroportion of Christian males to total Christian j^opulation, 50*1 
per cent. Other denominations only number 43. Average density 
of 2:)Oi)ulation, 620 per square "-lilc : average number of inhabitants 
per village, 497 ; average number of houses t^er square mile, 76 ; 
average number of inmates 2)er house, 8*2. 

Tlie Pirozpur Subdivision, in the cast of Bakarganj, was created 
on the 28th October 1859. It contained in 1S70-71, i Court, a 
regular police force of the strength of 69 officers and men, and a 
village watch of 755 men. The separate^cost of administration for 
the Subdivision amounted to ;;^t53o. It comprises the three 
police circles of Kewarj, l^irozpur, and Mathbarl, and contains, 
according to the Census of 1872, an area of 626 square miles, 639 
villages, 79,010 houses, and a total pojDulation of^363,426 souls— 
viz., 182,123 males, and 181,303 females; pro2:>ortion of males to 
total po2)ulation, 50*1 ])cr cent. The INluhammadans number 
199,104, or 54*8 per cent, of the Subdivisional 2^opulation; Y>ro~ 
portion of Muhammadan males to the total Muhammadan 2^opula- 
tion, 50*4. The Hindu% number 164,277, or 45*2 j^er cent, of the 
Subdivisional population ; prot^ortion of Hindu males to total 
Hindu jiopulation, 49*8 per cent. Buddhists, 71//; Christians, 31 ; 
and other denominations, 14. The average density of population 
is 581 per square mile ; average number of inhabitants per 
village, 569 ; average number of liousd^ per sc2uare mile, 126; 
avcrage®number of inmates 2)cr house, 4*6. The two Subdivisions 
of Maddripur and Piro/tiur were originally* established with the 
object of suppressing river robberies, for which the Kachud river was 
in former times notorious. The whole extent of country along 
this river was formerly unprotected, aiiTl hence great faoilities were 
afforded to gangs of water-thieves? The establishment first of 
Pirozpur, and afterwards of Bagherhat Subdivision in the neigh- 
bouring District .of Jessor^ has had a very good effect in checking 
river robberies, and boats nory travel up and down the Caleswar 
and Kachud with much greafer safety than fliey ever did before. 

A new Subdivision, with its headquarters at Patudkhdli or Ljp,n- 
kdtf, was constituted on the 27th March 1867, with the intention 
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of bringing the distant southern tracts of the District within more 
easy access and control. I have no information as to the details 
of protecti«% to person or property in this Subdivision, or its 
separate cost of administration. It comprises the four police circles 
of Bauphal, Mirzdganj, Gulsdkhdlf, and Khdlsdkh^h, and contains, 
according to the Census of 1872, an area of 1457 square miles, 
7x9 villages, 48,558 houses, and a total population of 418,747 
souls — viz., 220,316 males, and 198,431 females ; proportion of 
males to total population, 52*6 per cent. The Muhammadans 
number 338,243, or 8o'8 per cent, of the Subdivisional population \ 
proportion of Muhammadan males to total Muhammadan popula- 
tion, 52 per cent! The Hindus number 76,397, and form 18 ‘2 per 
cent, of the Subdivisional population; proportion of Hindu males 
to total Hindu population,^ 55*5 per cent. Nearly all the Buddhists 
of the District are found in this southern Subdivision, where they 
number 4004, or i per cent, of the Subdivisional population ; 
proportion of Buddhist males to total Buddhists, 5 2 ‘3 per cent. 
The Christians number 62, and other denominations 41. Average 
density of population, 287 per square mile ; average number 
of persons per village, 582 ; average number of houses per 
square mile, 33 ; average number of inmates per house, 8*6. Mr 
Collector Sutherland, in his Report on the District, at page 146 of 
the ‘‘History and Statistics of the Dacca Division,” states that 
from the rapid advance of cultivation and settlement of the Sun- 
darbans, there can be no doubt that in the course of a few years 
another separate jurisdiction will have to be created in the southern 
tracts trf Bdkarganj and the Sundarbans. 

Climate. — The climatb of Bdkarganj is said to be one of the 
healthiest in Eastern Bengal, owing to the strong south-we#:t mon- 
soon, which comes up fresh from the Bay of Bengal, and keeps 
the atmosphere cool; although the heavy rainfall and consequent 
humidity of the atmosphere, combined with the use of bad water, 
act as sources of disease. The average annual temperature is from 
78® minimum to 85^" maximum.* The range of the thermometer is 
from 62^ to 98''. In 1871 the average temperature in the cold 
weather was 67^*8, and in the hot weather 78*'*8. The rainfall in 
1871 is returned at 96*24 inches at the Civil Station of Barisdl, and 
at 112*96 inches at DauRtt Khdn. *' 

Qonservancy. — The water-supply of the District is very bad. 
Most of the people use tank-water for drinking and -cooking, and 
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these reservoirs, instead of being carefully kept clean, are us^^a for 
washing, ^nd for a variety of other purposes, and always contain a 
quantity of rank vegetation. No system is enforced for .keeping the 
tanks free from the vilest pollutions, nor is there any attempt to 
regulate the public latrines, or preserve cleanliness* In the town 
of Barisdl the river scours out the drains once a fortnight at spring 
tides, when most of the offal and refuse is washed away. Some 
attempt at municipal conservancy was commenced in 1871, and it 
is hoped that a better system will gradually be introduced. 

Diseases. — The endemic diseases of Bikarganj are fevers of the 
intermittent, remittent, and continued types, which are all attribu- 
table to the extreme dampness and malarious nature of the District. 
Repeated attacks of fever generally terminate in organic com- 
plications of the spleen and liver. Cholera may be also classed 
among the endemic diseases, as it is always present. The cases 
increase in number in the hot season and at the beginning of the 
cold weather. The Civil Surgeon states, that as far as he can 
learn, there was no attempt at sanitation or drainage in any 
part of the District until 1870, when orders were issued to clear 
the low jungle from about the inhabited localities. Cholera occa- 
sionally assumes an epidemic character, spreading from village to 
village, and causing great panic. Small-pox also occasionally makes 
its appearance in an epidemic form, frequently caused from the 
system of inoculation, which is practised to a great extent in B^kar- 
ganj by the native medical practitioners or kabirdjs. No epidemic 
fever has made its appearance in the District for several years 
past. Cattle disease has been very prevalent duriji-g the hkst few 
years, and has caused great damage. The* natives call the disease 
guii, or 4:attle small-pox, but the Civil Surgeon is of opinion, judg- 
ing from the cases brought before him, that, the disease was of a 
type resembling typhus fever. The ..ymptoms seemed to him to 
point to that disease, and were attended at times with organic 
complications. FcHcIkl also appear ®n the skin, whiqji has pro- 
bably been the cause of the diseasf being mistaken for cow-pox. 
The Civil Surgeon states that the probable oause of the cattle- 
epidemic is the want of attention to the cattle-sheds, which are 
never cleaned until the whole floor becomes a putrid^mudl Vide 
Dacca District. 

Fairs and Religious' Gatherings. — The five principal fairs in 
the District are held at the following places : — L^khutla, about six 
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miles westward of the town ; Biinanpdrd, twenty miles west of 
Barisdl ; Kulsokdtf, about twenty miles south-east of Barisdl j 
Jhdlakdtl, cdiout twelve miles south ; and Pirozpur, the head- 
quarters of the Subdivision of the same name, about thirty-five 
niiles south-east of Barisiil. The three first-named fairs are held 
in the ntonth of November, the fourth in October, and the fifth in 
March. 7'he Civil Surgeon reports that none of them has, strictly 
speaking, any exclusive object of adoration, but are really gather- 
ings for the purposes of amusement, and the interchange of com- 
modities. The largest of these fairs are attended by from five to 
six thousand persons, and arc occasionally visited by outbreaks of 
cholera, caused by the absence of any sanitary arrangements. 

Native Practitioners. — There are no really good kahirdjs or 
native medical practitioners in Bakarganj. The best of them seem 
to classify all diseases as originating from one of tliree causes, or 
from a combination of them, viz., ArV, or wind ; or bile ; and 

kaph^ or phlegm. In cases of fever their treatment is. generally a 
combination of the following drugs : — •Kdt karaujd (cncsalpinia bon- 
duc), hhdnt (clcrodendron viscosum), gulanchd (coculus cordifolia), 
khct-pdprd (Oldcnlandia beflora), and akurkord (anthemis pyrethrum). 
In cases of dysentery or diarrhcea, they administer the following : — 
Bel (aeglc marmclos), kurchi (Wrightia antidysentcrica), h/idng (can- 
nabis indica), nwihd (cyperus pertenius), hdhld (acacia arabica), 
amid (crnblica officinalis), mdddr (calotro])is gigantia). For coughs 
the following drugs are given T — Biptil (piper longnum), add 
(zinziber officinalis), bdbui iulsi (ocymum basilicum), bach (zinziber 
zerumji>,h), bdkas (adhatoda vasica). For the scientific names I 
trust to the Civil Surgeon. The more intelligent native jwactitioners 
have now begun to use drugs from other parts of India, cyid even 
from Europe. Many^of them employ quinine largely in fevers. 

Charitaule Dispensaries. — The medical charities of Bakarganj 
consist of a liospital and dispensary at Barisal town, a branch dis- 
pensary at Pirozpur, and amother branch dispensary at Madaripur. 
The Barisil dispensary was e.f.ablishcd in 1847, and is under the 
charge of a native, Sub-Assistant Surgeon. It is a large masonry 
building, well raised and ventilated. The hospital consists of a long 
central •'Ward, with two verandah-rooms Vor female patients, and a 
room for seeing out-patients and dispensing medicines. A. sum of 
;;^4oo has recently been presented by Khwdjd Abdul Ganf, C.S.I., a 
wealthy landholder, for the purpose of building a femj^le ward, which 
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will materially increase the usefulness of the institution. The total 
number of indoor patients treated in the Barisdl Dispensary difnng 
1871 was 244, of whom 160 were cured or partially relieved; 37 
were either not improved or ceased to attend; 28 died; and 19 persons 
remained in the hospital receiving treatment at the end of the year. 
The ratio of deaths to patients treated was 11 *47 per cent., the 
daily average number of patients during the year being 18*42. The 
total number of outdoor patients who received medical relief in 
1871 was 4083, the average daily attendance being 56*19. The 
income of the dispensary during the year was ^120 from Govern- 
menf on account of salaries, and ;^i44, i8s. 2d. from private sub- 
scriptions and other local sources, making a total of ^264, 18s. 2d.; 
besides £22^ 17s. 7d., being the value of European medicines sup- 
plied by Government. d'he expenditure cliiring the year amounted 
to ;^289, 13s. The Pirozpiir braiicK dispensary was established in 
1865, and is under the charge of a native doctor. The institution 
is much api)rcciated by the local poor, and during 1871, 674 out- 
door patients were treated, the average daily attendance being 10*89. 
The total income during the year amounted to 2s. 6d., wholly 

derived from local sources, Government only siipj)lying the European 
medicines to the value of £1, 16s. 8d. The native doctor is 
attached to the lock-up, and gives his services to the dispensary gra- 
tuitously. The Madiirfpur branch dispensary was established in 1869, 
but is not in a flourishing condition. The financial condition was 
said in 1871 to be in a hopeless state, the subscriptions having 
fallen into arrear, and much of them being irrecoverable. The total 
amount collected during 1871 was only £^, 14s. ; and tlv« Civil 
Surgeon in his report for that year strongVy recommended Govern- 
ment to ^lose the dis})ensary till such time as the people can appre- 
ciate its benefits, d'he total number of jiatiepts receiving outdoor 
treatment from it in 1871 was 208. 

Geology of BAkarganj District. — Bakarganj is a very typical 
part of the alluvial delta formed by the Ganges and Brahmaputra 
and their feeders. It exhibits an imllroken flat, traversed by count- 
less streams and rivers twisted into a network, of channels which 
are for ever changing their courses. The soil consists of fine sih or 
sandy mud, very easily act?d on, and yielding readily to the rapid 
currents produced by the Sifdden rising agd falling of the rivers. 
These floods are due both to the masses of w^ater which the rivers 
bring down from the interior during the rains, and to the strong 
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tides driven up by prevailing winds from the south and south-west 
frorft the Bay of Bengal. 

The eastern portion of the District^ lying chiefly along the 
Meghnd river, is the highest part of the surface, and is, for the 
most part, well raised above ordinary floods. The western and 
north-western side of the District lies much lower, and a vast 
portion of tliis tract is covered by marshes and swamps. The 
southern face of the District lies along the shores of the Bay of 
Bengal, and here the ground is steadily advancing to the south, the 
silt held in suspension by the numerous streams being deposited as 
they approach the resisting mass of sea-water. Sandbanks* are 
thus formed, and gradually raised above the water level, and then 
rapidly become clothed with coarse grassy jungle and trees. This 
vegetation forms a natural filter for every flood that passes over 
them, thus causing the deposit of the finer slime or mud, which 
is richly fertilising. When the accretions have reached this stage, 
the people settle on them, and cultivation commences. The whole 
of Bdkarganj District lies within the lower delta, that is to say, 
within the aria in which the beds of the watercourses are 
below the level of the sea at high water. They are, therefore, all 
tidal. During the freshets of the rainy season, the water in many 
of these streams docs not actually cjiange its course with the 
change of tide, but flows constantly on its surface towards the sea, 
although it rises and falls as in the dry season. In this lower por- 
tion of the delta, as the streams deposit their detritus, the level of 
their beds, with that of the adjoining ground over which they 
periodfcally overflow, gradually rises, and will continue to do so until 
each stream flows along the ridge of an elevated bank which it has 
itself built up. Some larger flood than usual then occurs, Jhe river 
bursts its banks, and^s.sumes a new course along the lower ground 
adjoining, while its former channel, thus raised above the general 
level, is deserted. In this w^ay the Ganges has probably, at succes- 
sive periods, occupied as it»main channel each of the ten or twelve 
courses still traceable betweeL the Hugh and its present course. 
But, judging from tlie configuration of the ground, it seems probable 
that if the main body of the Ganges ever flowed down the Garai, or 
Bales war, of Haringhiti (for the same channel bears these different 
names in various parts f>f its course), it retained that direction for 
a shorter period than in its other courses. It is quite probable that 
a more than usually rapid accumulation ‘ of deposits at the upper 
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entrance of the Garai may have deflected the course of the great 
stream farther to the east; but it is certain that all the ground 
lying along the general line of the offset of the Ganges has not 
been nearly filled up to the general level of the ground on either 
side. It is along this unfilled-in depression that the immense 
marshes and swamps of the western and north-western Side of 
B^karganj occur. The Sundarban tract in Bdkarganj is not by any 
means so extensive as in the Districts on its west. Along the 
banks of the branches of the Meghni, the land is cleared and 
cultivated almost to the very sea. Along the Haringhdti, on the 
othef side of the District, clearings are progressing, and cultivation 
is now appearing wherever fresh water can be proctlred. The level 
of the sea itself is, however, not constant. Owing to the accumula- 
tion of the waters of the Indian Ocean m the Bay of Bengal by 
the steady action of the south-west monsoon, and to the fact that 
this occurs during the rainy season in Bengal, when all the streams 
are in flood, the level of the water along Bdkarganj is often four 
or four and a half feet higher during the autumn than in the spring. 
The District being, as already stated, one dead levelj^ t?ie w^ater, during 
this season, spreads over the whole country ; and only the villages, 
each raised on its own little mound, stand out above the flood. 
These floods, however, leave behind them a thin layer of fertilising 
slime, which repays the peasant for the loss caused ’by the inun- 
dation.- 


ADDITIONAL NO^E. 

Since the foregoing Account of Bdkarganj District was printed, I 
have received a very valuable Special Report on the Land Tenures. 
It is now too late to insert it at its proper place, but I give it as an 
Appendix at the end of this volume. 
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F ARIDPUR, the most westerly District of the Dacca Division, 
lies between 23° 54' 55" and 2^° 47' 53" north latitude, and 
89° 21' 50" and 90° 16' east longitude. It contains an area, as 
returned by the Surveyor-General in 1871, of 1524*06 square miles, 
and a population, as ascertained by the Census of 18^2, of 1,012,589 
souls. The principal Civil Station, which is also the chief town of 
the District, is Farfdpur situated on the west bank of a small stream 
called Mard Padmd, in 23® 36' north latitude and 89® 52' east 
longitude. 

. Boundaries. — Farfdpur District is bounded on the north and 
east by the Ganges or Padmd river; on the west by the Chandnd, 

^ My account of Farldpur District is chiefly derived from the following sources : 
— (i) From the answers to my five series of questions furnished by Mi^'. A. 
Kelly, C.S., countersigning materials drawn up by fabu Bhuban Mohan Raha, 
Deputy Collector ; (2) Account of Faridpur, printed in the Report on the Flislory 
and Statistfbs of the Dacca Division (1868) ; (3) Colonel J. E. GastrelTs Revenue 
Survey R^eport on the Districts of Jessor, Faridpur, and Bakarganj (1868) ; (4) 
Bengal Census Report of 1872 ; (5) Report on the Food of the People, by Dr B. 
N. Basu, Civil Surgeon of Faridpur, dated 31st January 1873 ; (6) Special Report 
on rates of rent for different descriptions of land in each Fiscal Division of the 
District, dated 12th August 1872 ; (7) Report o? Inspector-General o( Police for 
1871 j (8) Jail Statistics, specially furnished the Inspector-General of Jails, and 
Annual Jail Report for 1870; (9) Educational Statistics, compiled from the Re- 
ports of the Educational Department for 1856-57, 1860-61, 1870-71, and 1871-72; 
(10) Postal Statistics, specially furnished by the Director-General of^Post-pffices ; 
(1 1) Board of Revenue’s Report of area, number of estates, amount of land revenue, 
&c., of each Fiscal Division in the District; (12) Ai'tfa Report, and Statement of 
latitudes and longitudes, by the Surveyor-General; (13) Medical Report, furnished 
by Dr B. N. Basu, Civil Surgeon. Personal observations and inquiries. 
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Barasid, and Madhumat/ rivers, the two latter being merely different 
naiiies for different parts of the same stream ; to the south, the 
boundary^ consists of the Kumdr river, and a line ^ of swamps and 
marshes. Fandpur borders on Jessor to the west, on Pabnd to the 
north, on Dacca to the east, and on Bakarganj to the south. 

District Jurisdiction (1870). — There is no difference between 
the Revenue and Magisterial jurisdictions, and the limits of the Civil 
jurisdiction are nearly conterminous with those of the Revenue and 
Magisterial jurisdiction, with the exception of some parts in the 
north-west and south-east of the District. The alluvial accretions 
(chars) or islands of Shahmirpur and Ramnagar in the river Fadmd 
towards the north-west, arc reported as under the Revenue and 
Magisterial jurisdiction of Pabnd District, but within the Civil 
jurisdiction of Faridpur. Again, in the south-east, the Civil juris- 
diction of Faridpur extends to certain villages included within the 
limits of the police circle (t/idmi) of Sibchar on the east bank of the 
Aridl Khan river, although they are under the Revenue and Magis- 
terial jurisdictions of the Mddaripur Subdivision of the adjacent 
District of Bdkarganj. . A proposal to transfer the Mddaripur Sub- 
division to. Faridpur District is now under consideration (1873). 
There are also several villages, situated upon the Faridpur side of 
the boundary line between it and Bakarganj, of which said villages 
the Criminal jurisdiction at present appertains to the latter Dikrict. 
Arrangements are, however, now being made wdiich will effect the 
transfer of the Criminal jurisdiction of these villages to Faridpur, and 
thus get rid of the anomaly (1873). 

FCxaiATioN OF THE DISTRICT. — In 1582, during the reign of the 
Emperor Akbar, the' Province of Bengal was formed into thirty-three 
sarkdrs or financial subdivisions, and J'andpur appears to have been 
included within the sarkdr of Muhammad Abud. Being near the 
seaside, it was exposed to the attacks and incursions of the Maghs, a 
race which at that time infested all the sea-coast from Anlkdn as 
far as the Sundarbans. ilt was also liable to the invasions of the 
Assamese, who sailed down the Brahmaputra ravaging the country on 
either bank. During the reign of the Emperor Slnlh Jahdn, these 
depredations were carried on to such an extent as to cause a falling 
off in ‘the imperial revenue. In 1721 a new partition of the country 
was made, the Province of Bengal being formed into 13 large 
divisions {chaklds)^ instead of 33 sarkdrs. In 1765 the financial 
administration of Faridpur, together with the rest of Bengal, was 
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ceded to the English, and in 1790 they assumed the actual crli./mal 
administration of the country, and the Collectors were invested with 
magisterial powers. In 1793 the Collectors were relieved of their 
magisterial duties, and separate officers were appointed, uniting in 
one person tlie functions of judge and magistrate. The greater 
portion of the present District was then comprised within the tract 
of country known as Dacca JaMlpur, the headquarters of which was 
at Dacca city. The magistracy of Dacca Jaldlpur included not 
only a large portion of what is now Farfdpur, but also the police 
sections of Jafarganj and Nawabganj to the east of the Padmd 
river. It did not, however, comprise the city qf Dacca, which 
formed a separate magistracy. A portion of the existing District of 
Farfdpur not included in Dacca Jaldlpur, n.^mely, the present police 
section of Bhiishnd with part of Maksiiclpu# was included in Jessor, 
while Gopfnathpur Fiscal Division was included in Bdkarganj. In 
1811 it was deemed expedient to separate Dacca Jaldlpur from the 
Dacca Collectorate. Courts were built at the town of Farfdpur, 
and about the same time the tract east of the «river Chandnd 
was transferred from Jessor to Dacca Jaldlpur. The jurisdiction on 
the east of the Padmd river was not interfered with. Subsequently 
the name of the District was changed from Dacca Jaldlpur to its 
present designation of Farfdpur, when the tract of country to the 
cast of the Padrnd was givecj up and transferred to Dacca, the Fiscal 
Division of Goj)fndthpur being annexed to Farfdpur from Bdkarganj. 
The formation of F'arfdpur District, as now constituted, was not the 
work of any single year. But its separate existence dates from the 
erection of the Courts in iSii. 

The General Aspect of the Country is flat, tame, and unin- 
teresting ;• although in the northern tract the land is comparatively 
liigh, with a light sandy soil, covered with water during the rains, 
•but dry during the cold and hot seasons. From the town of 
Farfdpur the ground slopes, until in thc^ south, on the confines of 
Bdkarganj, it becomes one immense^ swamp, never entifely dry. 
In this tract all communication is carried on by means of boats. 
The soil changes from light sandy to a deep alluvial deposit or loam. 
The following account of the characteristic aspects of ijie vjjlagcs 
is extracted from Colonel Gastrell's Revenue Survey Report : — 
“ In Farfdpur the villages are either scattcreef in large clumps here 
and there over the plain, or extend themselves in long, and often 
continuous, lines. In every case, except in villages of very recent 
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formation, the sites are densely wooded with mango, date, betel, 
palm, and other trees, intermixed with bamboos, gigantic creepers, 
and all kinds of tropical vegetation, with huts and gardens scattered 
throughout the jungle. The villages are always found on the 
highest spots in the neighbourhood of, or on the vefy borders of, 
the marshes, or they wind through the country, following the tor- 
tuous curves of the numerous streams that intersect it in all direc- 
tions, and whose banks being raised higher than the rest of the 
country by the annual inundation deposits, offer the best localities 
for building, whilst a plentiful supply of fresh water may generally 
be obtained during the driest season from their beds. Along many 
of the larger streams the line of villages is often unbroken for miles 
together, so much so, that it is quite impossible to identify the end 
of one village from the commencement of the next. The huts, 
except in markets and hdzdrs, are, however, seldom close together, 
but are scattered amidst small garden plots, mango, date, and betel- 
nut groveJj, pan gardens, &:c. The plains between the villages are 
almost invariably more or less depressed towards the centre, where 
usually a marsh, or lake, or deep lagoon may be found, which doubt- 
less once formed j)ortions of some of the numerous outlets by which 
the Ganges in former days found its way to the sea. The whole 
country, in fact, is indented and marked with these old river beds, 
all indicative of the many and great changes that have operated 
over these tracts in times past, and which are still acting, more 
slowly perhaps, but as surely, in thp present.” During the height of 
the inundation of the Ganges, the whole District may b» said to be 
under water, the artificially-raised villages in the low lands forming 
so many islands. The- people go about in boats to keep up com- 
munication between one quarter of a village and another. The 
southern part of tho District consists, of a vast network of swamps 
and marshes. The villages, hidden in a dense jungle of bamboos, 
betel-nut palms, and other trees, are built on the highest ground, 
and (a»^ above stated) form a ring round each swamp. This 
repeated ad infinitum gives 'a general idea of the scenery. One 
swamp (hit) is connected with another by means of a narrow water- 
course (khdt), the banks of which are thickly wooded with canes 
and trees, so as to appear to be remnants of some primeval forest. 
It might naturally be’ supposed tha'c a marshy region of this sort 
yrould be very sparsely populated. So far from this being the case, 
however, the Census Returns show it to be teeming with human 
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life, and the Collector makes the foilowdng remarks on this suh; ci : 
— “The police circle {//uimt) of Maksiidpiir, wliicli is situated in 
the very midst of this inhospitable region^ sho\vs a return of 136,069 
inhabitants, or 613 persons to the square mile. The banks of the 
streams trav’ersing llie swamps of tlie south arc covered by one long 
continuous line of densely-populated villages. The river Kunnir, 
for instance, which winds like a huge snake all over the District, 
presents tliis spectacle, and it is nuich the same with the Sftal 
Lakhmiii, and other streams. In addition to this, the dreary* and 
unwholesome swamps of the extreme south arc tliemselvcs largely 
peopled by a highly interesting Chanddl race. These Chandals 
believe themselves to have been once a complete Hindu commu- 
nity, consisting of all castes from Lrahmans downw^ards, who, 
on having the misfortune to be cursed in a. body by a vengeful 
bnihmnn of great .sanctity in Dac^a, Cjuitted their homes and 
emigrated in a body to the southern w'astes of luiridpur, Jessor, and 
Ikikarganj. There with great i)crsevcrance and toil they raised in 
the centre of the swamps large hillocks from twelve to twenty feet 
in height, w'hcrcon tliey built their homesteads in the dry WTather in 
order to prescive their cattle and goods during the liigh inunda- 
tions. In this ])lace tliey are located to the present day, cultivating 
the swamps with rice and jute, and carrying on tlic occu])ations of 
fishing and bird-catching, varied wath mat and basket weaving, and 
the cutting of grass for thatching purposes ami for the consumjition 
of their cattle. In the dry w'cathcr they often suffer considerably 
from scarcity of Avater, and at limes almost die from thirst. As 
they do not jucserve water in tanks, they are often reduced Tvi wliat 
little they may liave ke])t by them in llieir tarthen vessels, ami not 
unfrccpioiitly drink it when it has become quite thick and green. 
In the rains the water rises over ten feet, and*leaves their artificial 
mounds like so many islands in a huge lake. Locomotion then 
becomes imjiossiblc except by boat, tvliilc they have to collect ad 
their cattle and keep them in their liofiiesteads, fecding.lhem on 
what fodder they may have stored up*diiring the dry season, and on 
a grass which, like the rice, growls with the rise of tlie tvater, and in 
appearance very much resembles ])addy. These cattle have of .u 
to remain for days stamhng above their bellies in water, and as 
their food has to be stored Ui ‘for them in the homestead'^', they are 
fed on the minimum amount necessary to support existence. Con- 
sciiuently, by die end of the rainy season tliey are reduced to 



26o statistical ACCOUNT OF FARIDPUR DISTRICT 


skeletons, and very many die in the meantime. It is this that renders 
it impossible to introduce a larger and less hardy description of 
cattle. Hbwever, notwithstanding all the difficulties this Chanddl 
community have to contend against, they are strongly attached to 
the home of their adoption, and resist all inducements to abandon 
it Efforts, for example, have been made to transfer some of them 
to the Siindarbans, but with no measure of success. They prefer 
remaining in the region to which they have adapted themselves per- 
sevefingly and laboriously, where they are not likely to be envied in 
tlieir lot, and where they can dwell together as a distinct community, 
with their own Brdhmans, their own priests, castes, and traditions. 
Their occupations, and their enforced practice of going about in 
boats during a great portion of the year, have rendered the Chan- 
ddls a hardy and muscular race.” The Chanddls are the most 
numerous caste in Faridpur District, and will be again alluded to on 
page 285, when treating of the ethnical division of the people. 

The nortliern part of the District has, during the last hundred 
years, been gradually raising itself by means of the silt deposited 
from the rivers. In the north there now remain only one or two 
large marshes which have not been thus filled up, and in them the 
process is seen to be rapidly going on. The Collector reports : — 
‘‘If nothing occurs to obstruct the present steady operatipn of this 
consolidation (such as the streams silting ,up within their own banks 
and leaving the swamps ifi statu quo), we may look forward to see 
in time the present lonesome swamps of the south one after another 
gradually converted into high rich rice-ground, teeming with the 
date, ^t/pdri, sugar cane, and other crops, which are now only found 
in any abundance in the' north.” 

Mountains. — 'Jdierc are no mountains, hills, or elevateds tracts of 
land in Faridpur District. 

River System. — The large rivers of the District, which are 
navigable by trading-boats of four tons or a hundred maunds 
burden tbroughout the yeAr, are the Padrn^ or Ganges, the Aridl 
Khdn, the Madhumatf, and BWsid. It is impossible to attempt a 
list of the streams viavigable by boats of two tons burden during the 
rainy season, as at this time of the year nearly the whole country 
is submerged, and boats of this or even greater burden can ply 
over almost its whole y,urface. The hiumerous small watercourses 
or k/id/s with which the District is intersected in every direction, 
and which dry up in the cold weather and the hot season, are 
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all open for navigation during the rains. The following is a brief 
list of the larger rivers : — Most important is the Ganges or Padma, 
forming the boundary of the District to the north and east, sepa- 
rating it from Pabnd and Dacca. The river nowhere enters 
the District : it first toiiclies its north-west corner at Bhelrid Baria 

^ e 

Facthry, near a small village called Mirgid^ngd, whence it flows 
along the north boundary as far as Godlanda, the terminus of 
the Eastern Bengal Railway. At this place the Jamunil, or main 
stream of the* Brahmaputra, flowing from the north, empties* itself 
into the Padmd, and the united stream flows south and south-east 
along the eastern boundary of the District. At Godlanda, where 
the two great rivers meet, the current is so strong, and the eddies 
and whirlpools formed by the meeting of the vaters so numerous, 
that the largest and most powerful river steamers on the Assam line 
are often unable to make headway,* and have' to lie for days at 
Goalanda point until the river subsides. The Collector of the 
District states that during the heavy rains of 1869 there were at 
one time no fewer than six river steanrers with flats^ in tow lying at 
Goalanda unable to proceed up the Jamund. The Ganges at piesent 
exhibits a tendency to silt up between the towns of Faridpur and 
Pabnd, and to seek an outlet by means of the Garai river ; but as 
the line of drainage runs principally from north to south, and as 
Faridpur would still have a large river compassing it on the east and 
on the west, such a change is not likely to be attended with any evil 
consequences. The average width of the Padmd here, navigable 
throughout the year by native cargo boats of the largest size and by 
river steamers, is estimated by Colonel Gastrcll at 1 600 yards.' The 
principal branch of the Padmd is the Ari^tl Khdn river, sometimes 
called th« Bhubaneswar in the upper part of its course. It leaves the 
parent stream a few miles from the town of Fafidpur, and forms the 
large island known as Char Mukundid. It first flows in a south- 
easterly, and afterwards in a southerly direction, finally taking its 
exit from the District near Mdddripur ofi the northern boundary of 
Bdkarganj, at the point where the Kumar river flows into it, from the 
west. The Aridl Khdn is navigable by large nati/e boats throughout 
the year, and has an average breadth during the rainy season of 1600 
yards. The principal tributary of the Aridl Khdn is the Nfldkhf Khdl, 
jf stream which flows from tfie Kiimdr rivd*, and runs a course of 
two or three miles from west to ea^^r till it falls into the Aridl Khdn 
just below the village of Nildkhi. This stream has an average 
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breadth of twenty-five yards in the dry season and fifty yards in the 
rains'. It is navigable for small boats all the year round. Another 
tributary of the Aridl Khin is the Kachikdti Khdl, a stream running 
east and west, and only navigable for five months in the year. 

The ChandnX river forms a portion of the western boundary 
of Farfdpur. It branches off from the Ganges or Padmd, irt the 
extreme north-east of the District, at the village of Mirgiddngd, 
whence it runs along the western boundary in a tortuous course, but 
generally from north to south, till it falls into the Garai at Masland- 
pur village, near the large town and mart of Sayyidpur. It has no ' 
tributaries worthy of notice. In the dry season the river has an 
average width of about fifty yards, and in the rains of about eighty 
yards. It is only open for navigation for about five months in the 
year. The stream has gradually silted up, and in the hot and dry 
seasons is almost dry in many parts of its course. From the con- 
fluence of the Chandnd with the Garai, the united stream continues 
its course southwards to the sea along the western boundary of 
Farfdpur, under the name of the Madhumatf, till it takes its exit 
from the District. 

The MadhumaiI is a large river, navigable all the year round 
by boats of considerable burden. It has an average breadth of a 
hundred and fifty yards during the dry season, and of two hundred 
yards during the rains. A great traflic is carried on by means of 
the Madhumatf and Garai to all parts of India, and large boats may 
be seen going up and down at all times of the year. It is the first 
navigable channel that presents itself after rounding the Sundarbans, 
and the banks are welf defined and adapted for towing. The Bard- 
sid river, a branch of the Madhumatf, leaves the parent stream at 
Godlbdrf, flows to the south, and after a course of about twenty 
miles, again falls int® the Madhumatf *at Bhdtidpdrd within the Dis- 
trict. It is navigable by large boats throughout the year. The 
tributaries of the Madhumatf are the Bankdnd Khdl, the Nabagangd, 
and the Mdchiakhalf, but these streams flow into it ‘from the neigh- 
bouring District of Jessor, and do not pass through Farfdpur. 

The KumAr rwer branches off from the Chandnd near Kandi- 
pur, a village a few miles from the Civil Station, and after a tortuous 
course, generally from north-west to south-east, leaves the District 
at Mdddrfpur, and pasc^s into Bdkarganj. The river is navigable 
in the rains for trading boats from its source as far as Kandipur; and 
thence to Mdddrfput it is navigable by small boats throughout the 
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year. It is reported that two branches of the Kumdr river luight 
be utilised for opening out the resources of the countiy. The 
principal branch is the Sftal Lakhmii, which runs fiom Talmd 
Police Station, and joins the Kumdr at Bhdngd. ^ This stream is 
•navigable for large boats during the rains ; but in the dry season it 
is not so navigable, on account of the bed having filled up‘in a few 
places between Talma and Ajia Gaispur, the intervening parts con- 
taining a considerable depth of water. All that is necessary to 
render tlie river navigable throughout the year is to deepen these 
parts. If this work was carried out, there would be open boat 
cornmunication between Bhdnga, a large and flourishing trading 
mart, and Talmd ; from which point tliere is rodd communication 
as far as the town of Faridpur. The second branch leaves the 
Kumdr a little above Bhdngd at Bdiugdm ; it runs through some 
of the large swamps that are found in tlic south of the District, and 
finally empties itself into the Madhumatf. This stream, like the 
one alluded to above, only requires to be deepened in places. If 
it were made navigable for boats all the year round,’ a communi- 
cation would be opened between the station oT Faridpur and 
Go^dlganj, another important mart. The stream, if opened out, 
would also afford an easy passage for boats going to Calcutta by 
way of the Sundarbans, which have now to proceed through Bdkar- 
ganj District. The deepening of the Bdlugram Khal, as this branch 
of the Kumdr is called, would moreover drain two or three large 
swamps, and enable a quantity of marsh land to be reclaimed. 
The Collector of the District in 1867, who makes these suggestions 
(pages 199, 200, of the ‘‘History and Statistics of the Dacca l^ivision’^ 
— Faridpur Section), slates that the landlord of that part of the 
countr)^ is fully alive to the advantages likely to accrue from opening 
up the stream, and is willing to bear half the .expense of the work. 
The minor tributaries of the Kumdr are the Mara Padmd, which 
flows into it at Kandipur, and the Hazrdkhdli, a branch of the 
Chandnd, which empties itself into it higher up. ^ 

Alluvion and Diluvion. — All 1 ;he rivers mentioned above, but 
more particularly the Padmd, are subject to constant alluvion and 
diluvion on a large scale. The number of alluvial accretions and 
sandbanks formed by the rivers, and afterwards cut away and 
deposited in another spot, •is very great. • The following list shows 
a few of the most important cases of alluvion which have taken 
place in the District during recent years :—( i ) Char Panchds Hazdri ; 
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this alluvion commenced to form about 1826. (2) Char Khdn- 

purd^ commencing from Parndrdyinpur, and terminating at K^si- 
ndthpur ; 'commenced to form about 1834. (3) Rdjds Char, 

commencing from • Das liazdrf and terminating at Kosibhdngd ; 
commenced to form about the year 1854. (4) Char Dattapdrdf 

commencing from the village of the same name on the river 
Aridl Khdn, and terminating at Samdil. (5), Char Sondsir Tek, 
extending from Char Bandarkhold to Burhdnganj ; (6) Char 

Jamalpur, extending from Asdpur to'Jamalpur. (7) Char Ldujand, 
extending from Asdpur to Mathurdpur. Instances of diluvion are 
quite as numerous. It appears that the river Padmd, from Krish- 
napur, is at present cutting its west bank ; but higher up, the cur- 
rent sets against the east bank, which is there being washed away. 
The principal cases of diluvion which have occurred of late years 
are the following: — (i) A tract of land called Taraf Balair,*in the 
Police Section of Belgachhf, in the north of the District, consisting 
of seventeen villages, was completely washed away by the Padmd 
in the course of two or three years. (2) Taraf Betka, in the 
Police Section of the same name on the’ Padmd, about ten miles 
north-west of the station of Faridpnir, consisting of seven or eight 
villages. (3) Taraf Krishnanagar, in the Police Section of Bel- 
gdchlii, consisting of three or four villages. (4) Almost the whole 
of the Fiscal Division of Char Hai Madhabdid ; (5) and the 
greater portion of Patposar Fiscal Division, have been also washed 
away by the Padmd. Not a trace of two large villages in Ildkim- 
pur Fiscal Division, named Sydmnagar and Kdlinagar, is now to be 
found, *as they were entirely washed away by the current of the 
Padmd about twelve years since. A great portion of the Fiscal 
Division of Kdsimnagar has also been destroyed in the same»manner. 

Changes in Riveu Channels. — There is a tradition in the Dis- 
trict that formerly the Ganges or Padmd took a southerly direction 
at Salimpur, a village about twenty-five miles north of the town of 
Faridpur, and after running'' by Kandipur, flowed towards the east, 
and discharged itself into the present Padmd below the Civil Station, 
which was then but a narrow stream, and not the main channel of 
the river. This old channel has now silted up, and is known by 
the nanie of the Mard Padmd. About thirty or forty years ago, 
the bandar or bdzdr of M-adhukhdlf village was situated on the south 
bank of the river Chandnd. The stream suddenly changed its 
course, and began to flow past the south of the bazar. The market- 
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place has since been again removed to the south bank of the river. 
About sixteen or seventeen years ago, Baikunthpur was situated on 
the north bank of the Chandnd, but the river has jince then 
changed its course, and it is now situated on the south bank. 
Such changes in the channel are of almost yearly occurrence in 
the Padmd. This river, indeed, has now several channels, ^flowing 
between constantly shifting sandbanks and small islands. To give 
any idea of the changes in the channels is simply impossible ; 
sometimes one channel being navigable, and sometimes another. 

The Ganges is now endeavouring to obtain a straight main 
channel to the sea by means of the Garai river, with its continua- 
tion the Madhumatf and Haringhatd rivers. The following account 
of the changes going on is very slightly condensed from Colonel 
Gastrell’s Kevenue Survey Report of the Tbstricts of jessor, Farfd- 
pur, and Bdkarganj, and although tli^j remarks do not exclusively 
apply to Faridpur District, they may fitly be introduced here. The 
Garai diverges from the Ganges at Kushtid, and follows a south- 
easterly course more or less tortuous as flir as Maslandpur, where 
the Chandnd river falls into it. Thence the united stream flows 
southwards, but with many windings in its upper reaches, first as 
the Madhumatf, and afterwards as the flaringhdtd, under which 
name it falls into the Buy of Bengal. This is the great route for 
river steamers between Calcutta and the North-Western Provinces 
during the dry season, and when the Nadiyd rivers are closed. 
The flow of water from the Ganges down this great water-way is 
steadily increasing. In 1828 the Garai at Kushtid was only 
600 feet broad. But when, in 1854-55, it was surveyed*' by Mr 
Pemberton, Revenue Surveyor, the average breadth of its upper 
reaches,® from the village of Bahddurkhdlf to that of Rdipur, was 
1320 feet; at the entrance it was 1400 feet,dwhich in subsequent 
years, increased to 1560 feet. It has therefore more than doubled 
its discharging power since 1S28. These are, it should be re- 
marked, the breadths of the river durifig high floods. ^At times, 
when the Jamund or Brahmaputra rifer is in full flood, it darns up 
the Ganges, and still further increases the flow.of water down the 
Garai, which forms at such times the principal cutlet for the Ganges 
waters into the sea. The tanks of the stream are mostly high and 
.precipitous in the upper reaches, but gradually decrease in height 
to the south, until reaching the police station of Kachud, below 
which the river overflows its banks during high spring tides ^in 
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many places. The water is sweet and excellent till within a few 
mil^s of the sea, and of sufficient depth for ships of large size as 
far as Kaahul The changes that have taken place in this river 
since RennelFs survey during the last century, can best be judged 
of by reference' to the maps. Then the Garai was very small, and 
the chief tract for boats from the Ganges into the Madhumatf was 
via the Chandnd river, which branches off south from the Ganges 
about twenty-six miles below the Garai. The Chandnd is now a 
very insignificant stream ; is silting up fast ; and, with the excep- 
tion of pools here and there, is dry in the summer months. 

The Ganges, between' the Garai entrance at Kushtid and its 
•junction with llie JamuniC, between Jafarganj and Elichipur, has 
straightened its course considerably, and appears inclined to do so 
still more. But still it is a question whether it is not silting up 
entirely between the Faridpur and Pabnd Districts. Speaking of 
the action of the Jamuna or Brahmaputra (the Junii of old maps), 
in silting up arrd driving back the Ganges, Mr Fergusson thus writes 
in the Quarterly. Journal of the Geological Society in August 
1863 : — “ It wds so nearly successful, that in 1838 the great Ganges ' 
was fordable at several places above the junction ; . . . and it 

must have been successful if the Ganges hud been able to find 
another outlet.” It certainly had silted up considerably, and w^s 
again fordable in parts when the survey was progressing in these 
Districts. And if this action continues^ then the Garai will pro- 
bably become the principal outlet for the Ganges waters, and, during 
the dry months, the most easterly one also. If such a contingency 
occurs,-^ it would very materially increase the value and importance 
of the Eastern Bengal ^Railway extension from Kushtid to Godl- 
anda \ for if the present route for boats between the Janpnd and 
the Garai closed, they would be obliged to go round by the Sun- 
darbans vih Barisdl, a difficult and tedious route at any time, and 
especially so in the months when north-westers are prevalent on the 
great Meghnd, or they mus^ unload and send all goods by rail. 

The only influence that now seems to operate in preventing the 
Ganges from being driven back by the Jamund, and forced into 
another course, is thus mentioned by Mr Fergusson, viz., that although 
the rise and fall of the Brahmaputra takes place earlier than the 
same phenomena in l^re Ganges, ‘^the consequence being that 
for the first month of the inundation the water in the Ganges above 
Jsffarganj almost flows backwards, and the Ichhdmatf at Pabnd 
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flows into the Ganges instead of out of it; and during this se^ison 
the deposit in its bed is very considerable;'' yet that, '' during* the 
last months of the rains, when the waters of the Brahmaputra have 
nearly run off, the immense body of water spread over the vast 
plains of Hindustan rushes into the partially-deserted bed of the 
Brahmaputra, which then acts as a water reservoir, with a force that 
to a great extent clears out the deposit of the earlier months, and 
so restores the equilibrium.'^ This state of antagonism between the 
two rivers will continue until the Ganges has opened a sufficiently 
large outlet for herself by the Garai, or other streams still farther to 
the Vest. When she has clone that, should there then be two or 
three years of long duration of floods in the Brahmaputra, and of 
early cessation of the Ganges floods, we shall no doubt see the 
latter river beaten in the contest, and, unable to clear out the de- 
posit of the earlier months, retire froi^^i the* field. 

* Below the extreme eastern point of the Eastern Bengal Railway 
extension at Godlanda, the changes in the courses of the joint streams 
Ganges, Brahmaputra, and Meghnd, have, ever since Rennell's 
time, and no doubt long before, been constant, and are still going 
on. ‘Between that point and the sea, immense islands or chars are 
annually thrown up in one place, and washed away in others. 
Large portions of the country on both banks are still unconsoli- 
dated, and being covered only by grass or reed jungle, are easily 
acted upon by the flood waters. Indeed it was often difficult for 
surveyors to recognise the country that had been surveyed by them 
only the year before. A comparison of the two maps of 1764-72 
and 1847-63 will show what changes have actually occurre^i in that 
interval. The most important change appears to be where the 
joint streams Ganges and Brahmaputra forced their way into the 
Meghnd, between Rdjbdrf and Rdjnagar, partially deserting the old 
channel shown between Rajnagar and Bhadreswar in Rennell's 
map, and thus bringing the waters of the Brahmaputra, reinforced 
by those of the Ganges, again into direct antagonism with those of 
the Meghnd. But here also the Meghnd, being first in the field, 
has hitherto obliged the Brahmaputra and Ganges to seek another 
outlet. This they have done by forcing a passage down the 
Bhubaneswar river (the rfdroilla river of Rennell), entering the old 
channel of the Aridl Khdn^t'iver again at#Maddripur. Many years 
must yet pass ere this part of tiie country will be sufficiently con- 
solidated to control and restrain the courses of these rivers wuhin 
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permanent limits. On the Tipperah side, the country generally, 
dov^ to the Ddkdtia river, being well wooded and firm, offers con- 
siderable it?sistance to the action of the tremendous floods of these 
great rivers. This forces them, as one river or the other pre- 
vails, to cut out new channels in the softer and more recent de- 
posits of the Bakafganj District on the opposite side. 

The banks of the rivers in the District ’are generally high and 
abrupt on one side, and shelving on the other. The beds of the 
rivers Padmd, Chandnd, Madhumatf, and Bardsia are sandy; that of 
the K untar being of clay and vegetable mould, lliis vegetable 
mould is formed of a species of water-weed called Pdtd Sdold, 
which is used in the manufacture of sugar. The banks of the 
Faridpur river are, for the most part, cultivated, and dotted, with 
numerous villages, sometimes extending in a continuous line for 
many miles. The alluvial accretions {c/iars) formed by the Padmd 
are generally covered with jungle on the Farfdpur side of the river, 
but on the opposite bank they arc cultivated, and contain numerous 
villages, apparently densely populated. The Ganges or Padmd has 
formed nuinero*us islands in its course along the boundary of this 
District, of which the following are the principal, with their api)roxi- 
matc area: — (i) Ujdn Char, area about 9179 acres; (2) Char 
Tej^rdkandf, area about 5127 acres; (3) Chg^r. Nasfrpur, area about 
It, 735 acres; and (4) Char Bhadrdsan,^ area about 7340 acres. 
The rivers in this District nowhere enter the earth by any. subter- 
raneous course, nor do they anywhere expand into large lakes. None 
of them have a bore. The rivers Aridl Khan, Padma, Kumd.r, and 
Madhufnati, in the south and south-east of the District, are affected 
by the tide, but very slightly, and in some places it is scarcely per- 
ceptible. During the rainy season, not a single river in the District 
is fordable, but in the dry .season there are numerous fords on the 
Chandni and Kumdr rivers. I’he Padmd, Madhumatf, and Arial 
Khan are not fordable at any time of the year at any place through- 
out their entire course withi.i the District. 

Marshes, Inland Lakes, &.c, — The marshes in the District are 
too numerous to be mentioned in detail, but the following is a list 
of the most important: — (1) The Dhol Samudra, situated a short 
distance to ' the south-east of the Civil Station. During the height 
of the rains this marsh expands into'^a lake, the water extending 
to near the houses of the town. At that season it is about eight 
miles in circumference, but in the cold weather it gradually dwindles. 
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and in the hot season is only a mile or two in circumference. It is 
navigable only during the rains. (2) Bil Patii, in the Fiscal Divfsion 
of Belgichhf, is about three miles in length by two in breadth, and is 
only navigable during the rainy season. (3) Bil H^timohan, about 
two and a half miles in length by two in breadth ; not navigable in 
the dry weather. (4) Bil Rankoli, in the Fiscal Division o‘f Sdtor, 
is about fifteen miles in length and six miles in breadth ; not navi- 
gable in the dry season. It contains several villages within it, built 
on artificially- raised sites. (5) The Nasibshdhi marsh, in the Fiscal 
Division of the same name, is about sixteen miles long and six 
miles broad, but, like the others mentioned above, is only navigable 
during the rains. It also contains artificially-raised villages within 
its limits. In the southern part of the District the marshes are too 
numerous to mention; and, in fact, the^whole of the tract com- 
prised within the jurisdiction of the police circle {thdnd) of Maksiid- 
pur is one vast swamp, with isolated strips of dry land during the 
dry season. Witliin this swamp are several artificially-raised mounds, 
inhabited by Chanddls, a low caste of Hindus, who keep up com- 
munication from village to village, and often from house to house, 
by boat, for the greater part of the year. The principal marshes in 
the south of the District are the Mottar Bil, Chandra Bil, and 
Bakhshir Bil. The average annual loss of life by drowning in 
Farfdpur District for the ^ix years ending 1869 is stated to be 105. 

Rivkk Traffic. — The following towns, or rather large trading 
marts, situated on the river banks, are inhabited by a community 
which mainly lives by river traffic ; — Bhanddrid, Khdnkhdndpur, 
Mukundid, Deolf, Lakhmikul, Chhaddarasf, Sadrpur, and G&alanda, 
on the banks of the Padmd ; Rdmdid, BahrPrpur, Arkdndi, Jamdlpur, 
Mathur^pur, Madhukhdlf, and Kdmdrkhdli, on the banks of the 
Chandnd ; Sayyidpur and Bodlmdri, on the* Bardsid ; Kandipur, 
Dhobdddngd, Khdskdndi, Rdmdid, Gold Jainagar, and Bhdngd, on 
the Kumdr; and Gopdlganj, Bhatidpdrd, and Pdtghdtf, on die 
Madhumatl. Rice, tobacco, salt, cotton, oil, linseedf mustard, 
sugar, molasses, cloth, pulses, jute, onions, piece goods, iron, tin, 
copper, coal tar, mustard oil, brass, brass and ct>pper manufactured 
utensils, and timber of vyious kinds, are the principal articles of 
river traffic, which forms the chief support of these towns or markets. 
The non-navigable rivers and streams in €re District are nowhere 
applied as a motive power foi turning mills, nor have they any 
descents or rapids sufficient to render it likely that they could be 
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so utilised by the formation of dams or weirs. Indeed, since the 
closing of the indigo factories of the District, the Collector states 
that he is^not aware of any mill being in existence in the Dis- 
trict worthy of- notice. "J'he water of the rivers, watercourses, and 
marslies is nowliere utilised for the pur])Oses of irrigation. 

Fisheries are extensivxdy carried on in Farfdpur, and contribute 
in no small degree to its material wealtli. Faridjiur may be 
termed without impropriety a fishing District, and it is generally 
suj)j)Osed (reports tlie Collector), that a traffic to the extent of 
^^20,000 is annually carried on in the ])rotluce of the fisheries. 
Fishermen from tlie neighbouring Districts of Dacca and Pabnd, 
as well as those' resident in Farid[)iir, take every year leases of 
certain portions of the rivers for catching ///Zivf, /-///, Idf/d, dhdifi^ 
pdii^ds^ and other large fish, which yield them a considerable profit. 
Tlie following is a list of a few of the ] rincijial fisheries of the ]")is- 
trict, with the estimated value of the traffic carried on in the ])ro- 
duce : - --(i) Jalkar Islampur, in the north, extending from the town 
of (ioalanda to Bhuluabari westwards ; estimated value of traffic 
:i1)Out ^2500 a year. (2) Jalkar Girdbhati, extending from Goal- 
nnda to Ichilil Sibrampnr ; annual traffic about ^3000. (3) 

Jalkar iMelmuidpur, extending from Ichnil Sibrampnr to Chandjiur; 
annual traffic about ^200. (4) Jalkar Mubarakptir Ujail, extend- 

ing from Chandpur to Krishnapur; annual traffic about 
(5) Jalkar Char ■Mukundia, extending from Raotir Dhnla to Das 
Ilazaii ; annual traffic value alioul {^) J^dkar Narikhola, 

extending from Das Ilazari to N flakin' Khal ; traffic about ^,500. 
With regard to the fisheries in the marshes in the southern part of 
the District, the following account is extracted from Colonel 
Castrelfs Survey Re})ort, before alluded to: — “These jVjFs, and 
the streams that traverse them, affiord also an inexliaustible siip])ly 
of various kinds of fish, crabs, and prawns to the various 
local markets. At certain seasons of the year, no small quantity 
of the fisb is conveyed to- the Calcutta and other markets along 
the canal or Sundarban routes", by wdiich all the traffic in boats is 
carried on between-the eastern Districts and the metropolis. The 
fishes in this case arc stored in reservoirs constructed in the middle 
of the boat, and closed by a grating at bottom, through which a 
constant and fresh sup])iy of water is afforded. The boats arc well 
manned and swift, and are ])ulled day and night. The fishermen 
cast the dead and dying fish overboard ai route, and by these 
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means keep a considerable percentage alive, and in a fair condition 
for market.” 

The following list of edible fishes of the Farldpur J)istrict is 
condensed from a Report by Dr Basu, Civil Surgeon of Farldpur, 
dated 31st January 1873. I t^^st to him for the scientific names; 
but a more systematic account will be given in a separate volume, 
by the Inspector-General of Fisheries. The only sea fish which 
visits the District is the bhetki or bhekti^ known locally as the 
kordil mdchJi. It attains a length, when full grown, of between four 
and five feet, weighing from 80 to 100 lb. Smaller sizes are common 
in May or June. The following are the principal river fishes, many 
of which, however, also inhabit the marshes and tanks, where 
they find their way during the inundation, or are placed there. 
Several varieties of scaleless or almost scaleless fishes (order Silu- 
ridee) are found in Faridpur. Of thes^, the bodl often attains a large 
size, from three to four feet long. It is one of. the most voracious of 
fresh-water fish, subsisting chiefly on Crustacea and small fry of all 
kinds ; hence it is dreaded in tanks where fish are preserved. Its 
flesh is white, coarse, and almost tasteless. The fdhdd is a small 
flat fish, with a white, smooth, shining skin, and a rich, delicate 
flavour. It is one of the best-tasted of the scaleless tribe, and a 
wholesome table fish, procurable nearly all the year round. The 
chital is a large flat fish, very oily, full of bones, and far from 
wholesome, although much prized by the natives of the eastern 
•Districts ; the same remark applies to its dwarf representative, the 
pJiohd. Other varieties of scaleless fishes are the rtVr, pdo}\ pdngds, 
and dhdin, which constitute a considerable part of the fisb diet of 
the lower orders. The d/r is composed almost entirely of muscular 
fibre, b\4t the other species are fat, and possess a rich flavour. 

The herring family {Clupeidcc) supplies a# number of species, 
such as phdnsd, hilsd, and cheld. They have white shining scales, 

' are very bony, and are provided with an air bladder. The two first 
only inhabit the rivers; the third is also found in tanks^and other 
stagnant water. The phdnsd is mosfly found during the dry season, 
but the other kinds may be had nearly throug}wDut the year. The 
most valuable of these fish is the hilsd, which is captured in •. ast 
numbers during the rains when ascending the stream!; to*“spawn ; 
that which is not used for local consumption being salted for export 
to dalcutta and elsewhere. The mullet tribe of fishes {Mugilided) is 
represented by the khorsold^ which is to be had in good cbn- 
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dition all the year round ; it is a rich, delicious fish. From the 
peroh family* (/VmV/f?:) is derived the well-known iapst mdchh^ or 
rnango-fisb, so called from the season in which it is principally 
procured. Only a few are caught in the rivers in the north of 
the District, but they are said to be more common in the streams 
to the- south-west. The bhold fish belongs to the cod family 
{Gadtd(E). It is generally about a foot long, has few bones, 
and is well flavoured, but is little thought of by the natives. The 
carp family {Cyprinded) have several representatives in the Dis- 
trict. The most 'common species are the following : — The rui^ 
one of the best of Indian fishes, ordinarily grows to a length of 
about three feet ; it has a small mouth, short, stout head, and 
reddish-brown scales. 7'he kdtld is also a much-prized fish, and is 
distinguished by its large head, a wide mouth, and pale-bluish scales. 

It is a gregarious fish, and found swimming in shoals in open water 
just below the surface. The kdlhosh is a sweet-flavoured fish, with 
a small mouth, narrow muzzle, and black scales. The mirgal is 
generally found in the muddy bottoms of rivers or tanks, and 
sometimes attains a length of from five to six feet. Among shell- 
fish {Crustacea), the ga/dd chiugri, or cray-fish, abounds in all the 
rivers. Vast quantities are caught in the inundated fields at the ' 
close of the rains, and contribute largely to the food of the people. 

The varieties of fish only found in the still water of marshes and 
tanks are the following : — Mdgur, a fish about a foot in length, willi 
a large head, a thick and black scaleless skin, abounds in all still# 
water, especially in weedy swampy places. It has a delicate flavour, 
and is much sought after by the natives. The si?igi, or horned fish, 
so called from a sting ,-it inflicts when incautiously handled. It 
resembles the md^ur in every respect, excepting that it is slenderly 
formed, and fond of very muddy situations. The cheld fish is 
found in shoals swimming on the surface of all tanks. It is a very 
greedy fish, and a most useful scavenger in water where much * 
washing and bathing is carried on. Two species of punti fish are 
found, one about a couple 6f inches long, and the other often 
attaining a foot in length, the former variety being the most common 
and numerous. The Idid fish likewise includes two varieties, the 
data and said, the one usually measuring nine inches, and the other 
three feet, or even mor^. They are very solitary in their habits, 
and abound in all swampy places. Their flesh is not much esteemed. 
The kai and khalisd both belong to the order of walking-fishes. 
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They possess a peculiar saculated structure in the pharynx, which 
can be filled with water, and by this means they arc enableS to 
perform tolerably long migrations on land in search of a new habitat. 
They are to be found in greater or less abundance in all stagnant 
waters. The kai is a rich, delicious fish, and accordingly liighly 
prized. It is greatly esteemed as a restorative after sickness, and is 
administered in the form of soup or brotli until the sick person 
grows sufficiently strong to cat it well fried. It is a small, dark- 
coloured, greenish fish, purse-mouthed, with two long spines pro- 
jecting from the upper mandibles, and shar}> spines on the gills 
and upper fin, which latter is vciy large in proportion to the size 
of the fish. The chdndd is a small, round, bony fish, not much 
valued. The hdlid is a small fish, very common, and not in great 
demand. Two kinds of eels, the Af/z/^and pdnkdly are found 
‘everywhere in old, muddy-bottomed voters. The common chingrt, 
or shrimp, abounds. As before mentioned, I trust to Dr Basu for 
the nomenclature. 

Methods of Catching Fish. — The following arg the common 
nets: — (i) Mahd jdi, a trawd-net dragged in deep water along 
the bottom by fishing-boats ; its size is about 25 feet long at the 
top, and 35 feet at the bottom, by 15 feet dl&ep. (2) Hi:^//d 
jdl, a long funnel-shaped net, with a valvular arrangement at the 
wide end, dragged along #by boats as the last; it is usually from 
five to six hundred feet long. (3) Bdyer jdl^ a deep seine net. 
(4) Chhdndi jdl, also a seine net, but not very deep, nor buoyed up 
by floats ; used for all small fish. (5) Hard chhdndi^ like the fore- 
going, but with thicker and wider meshes,, and intended for hilsd 
and other large fish. (6) Khcpld jdl, a ciftular net, with weights 
attached *10 the circumference, and which is thrown out on to the 
water by the hand ; it is used for all kinds of fish, and is pulled up 
by a string tied to the centre, the -weights attached to the net gradu- 
ally coming together, and preventing the escape of the fish. (7) 
Khdrd jdl, a triangular net attached tg a tamboo pole, and*of which 
the broad end is dipped in the water and suddenly raised, some- 
what similar to an English shrimping-net. (8)*JJkcsd/ jd/, a net 
similar to the above, but Jarger, and dragged by a i)oat^ (9) 
Dharma jdl^ a square net, with a cross arched frame over it. (10) 
Sanghd jdl^ a drift-net shapeS like a bag, flie mouth of which is 
armed with a bamboo rib acting like jaws, and closing by a drop or 
weight at the pleasure of the fisherman ; it is dragged along the 
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bottom, (ii) Khorki jdi, a net similar to the above, but smaller, 
and*not dragged along the bottom. (12) Chdk jdl^ a circular hand- 
net, surroifnded with a bamboo frame, and dragged by the hand in 
shallow water. (13) Chap Jdl, a cylindrical hand-net, used for 
shallow-water fishing. (14) Hochd jdl^ a triangular hand-net, used 
as above. (15) Sotd jdl^ a funnel-shaped net,* set with stakes in a 
place where there is, a current. Numerous bamboo traps are also 
used for catching fish, of which the principal are the following : — 

Khdddn^ handy arbuky chdrdy rdvafiy tupdy dudry bonchnCy ghansiy 

parauy chai, fiaiy and phdnsL Another mode, often resorted to for 
catching fish, is a mud embankment on either side of a klidl or 
creek, constructed so as to limit the current to a narrow mid- 
space; whicli is closely staked with bamboo or wicker work suffi- 
ciently high to prevent the fish from jumping over. The embank- 
ments at the side arc low, and the fish finding themselves crowded 
in the narrow space, leap over these into X)its dug to receive them, 
and are easily captured. Rod and spear fishing is common, and in 
shallow pools drying up, fish are caught by the hand. 

No fishing towns, properly so called, exist in Farfdpur District, 
but the under-mentioned villages are largely inhabited by the fish- 
ing castes, namaiy — Daydriimpur, Kancharanda, Rdkhdlgachhf, and 
Pdnair, on the river Padmd ; Rddhdkdntpur, on the Jalddngd bil ; 
Alipur, on the Singair bil ; Betangdand Maslandpur, on the Chandnd 
river ; Ehor Rdmdid, on the Hdtimohan bil; Godlbdn, Hausld, Na- 
pdrd, and Satdsf, on the Bardsid river ; Rupdpdt, on the Kumdr river ; 
and Mubdrakdid, on the Ichhdmati The Collector, in 1870, esti- 
mated*the fishing population of Farfdpur at about 1*56 per cent, of 
the whole population. His estimate, however, proves to have been 
considerably too low, as the Census disclosed a total of 29^297 per- 
sons, or 2*89 per cent, of the total population as belonging to Hindu 
fishing and boating castes. This is altogether exclusive of the Mu- 
hammadans, who form the majority of the population, and it may be 
fairly estimated that five pfer cent, of the total population of Farfd- 
pur District live by fishing. ^^Besides the resident fishermen, how- 
ever, there are a large but unascertained number of persons of the 
' fishing class who come every year to Farfdpur from the neighbouring 
Districts o*f Dacca and Pabnd. Dr Basil, the Civil Surgeon, in his 
Report^before referred to, states that’the natives of this part of the 
country are the most regular fish-eaters to .be found anywhere in 
India. All classes here consume fish, and even Vaishnavs and 
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Hindu widows, w^ho usually abstain from it elsewhere, whei.' fish 
is scarce, eat it in this District. The quantity of fish constimed 
cannot be ascertained, but it forms a large part, if not*’ the greater 
])art, of the food of the people. In certain seasons, when fish 
is unusually numerous and abundant, the lower classes may be said 
to almost live on this diet for months together. During the hilsd 
season, which generally lasts from April to July, a large salting 
business is carried on upon the banks of the Padmd, for the export of 
this fish to Calcutta and other distant markets. No other fish is so 
treated, and none is smoked or dried. The abundance of oil which 
the hilsd contains, and which it gives out freely in cooking, is some- 
times carefully collected by the poorer classes to cook tlieir food 
with in other seasons, as well as for burning purposes Notwith- 
standing the enormous quantities of fisl«^ npLured every year, the 
supply does not ajipear to be diminishing. Dr Basu, who has 
had fifteen years’ local experience, states that the markets have 
always ajipcared to be fully supplied, and sometimes glutted. In 
the hilsd season of 1872, the quantity of that fish brought to market 
so far exceeded the demand for some time, that a considerable part 
had to be thrown away at the close of each day’s sale. 

Marsh Reclamation and Cultiv.mton. — No rivers or marshes 
have been embanked in Farfdpur with a view to the extension of 
cultivation. The Collector is of opinion that the marshes, if pro- 
perly drained by cutting watercourses to connect them with the 
rivers, can be reclaimed, but it would involve a very great expen- 
diture. The river banks do not produce any reeds or canes, nor 
does the Collector think they have any capabilities for doing so. 
The constant alluvion and diliivion going on in them, with the 
exception of the Kumar, and the strength of the current during the 
rainy season, renders it (he thinks) unlikely they could be utilised as 
reed or cane producing grounds. With respect to the marshes in 
the south of the District, however, the case is different ; they pro- 
duce both canes and reeds very largely* and an extensile trade in 
mats manufactured from them is carried on throughout the District, 
chiefly by the Chandcils, a low caste of the Hhidus. The marshes 
abound in wildfowl, and aje productive in other ways, thus described 
at page 21 of Colonel G?strell’s Report: — ‘‘ Besides *being remu- 
nerative in fish and fowl, these marshes afift^rd employment to many 
of the poorer classes, in mat and basket making, in cutting grass and 
hogld (a broad-leafed flag) for roofs, &c., and in collecting mussr is 
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and snails, from the shells of which the lime is made which is eaten 
by tile natives with pan and betel-nut. Large quantities of these 
Crustacea afe annually collected from the marshes, and laid out on 
the banks of the streams until decomposition enables those who 
collect them to extract the inmates more easily from their shells. 
Excellent clay is also found in many parts along the banks, from 
which the potters make the largest kind of earthen pots for packing 
fish and holding grain and water, measuring ordinarily from four tb 
four and a half feet high by nine or ten feet in circumference.” 

Lox(i-STEMMED Ricl: is also jwetty extensively cultivated ii\thc 
marshes and swamps of the District. The stem increases in length 
in j)roportion to the increase of the water on the land in which it 
is grown ; that is to say, it rises with the rise of the water, 
and ceases to grow as tlv" water ceases to rise. d'his variety of 
rice can be grown in water to a depth of eighteen feet. The 
following are the names of the principal twenty-four varieties of 
long-stemmed rice cultivated in Faridpur: — FiV^haJipa, mahhJiTifuli, 
bdlidbcf^ bdn sdmariha, lAiksJuni-db^hd. duJh balani, LaksJimidcdjal. 
ma/a/y rdni^i-nalajy j/inly duldiy /Ai^rd/7, dalkachu, ^i^'i/d-md/Zd^ ^db-nidy 
h/iojan-karpury bayrdy kd/d/iurdy gand/ia kasiuny pilti-rdj, nid/Ubd/y 
kdih kalaniy and bara d/\kd. 

Lines of Drainage. — During the rainy season, the District is 
flooded with water, j,»rincij)al!y from the nor/h and west, by numerous 
little kkd/Sy or watercour.'^es, such as the Madliupur Khdl, Na})ara 
Khdl, Kaondir Khdl, Ratandia Khai, Matldkhalf, Cvc. Tlicse water- 
courses fall into the marshes of Nasibshahi and Mahimshdhf, which 
are connected with the Kumar river by tlie Hazrakhali and other 
small streams and waterboursc.s. The river flows in a southerly 
direction, and after many windings finds it way into the Arid*l Khun 
at Mddaripur, in thti extreme south-east of the District. 7'he 
southern marshes are for the most part filled with water by tlie 
Nildkhl Khdl, which connects them witli the Arial Khan and 
Tadmd on«the east, and by*’the Dhobadanga Kluil, Rodlmaii Khdl, 
and Ghordkhdli, which connect them with the Lardsid river on the 
west. In September, when the waters of these streams begin to 
diminish, the marshes are drained by the same watercourses and 
streams through which the water enters into them, and also by 
numerous small cliannclf v/hich connect them with the Kumdr. 

No Mineral Products, such as coal, metals, lime, or building 
stone, are found in the District. Pearls were obtained some years 
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• ago from the Kum^r river ; they were found in the shell of a species 
of mussel, ahd the shells, after the extraction of the pearls, •were 
burnt and converted into lime. The Collector in 1867 reported 
that the pearl-fishery on the Kumdr river yielded about ^400 or 
^500 a year. No caverns, hot springs, or striking phenomena, 
except the vast rivers and swamps, are found in the District. 

No IMPORTANT Revenue-Y I ELDING FoRESTs, or wild vegetable 
productions of marketable value, are found in Faridpur, nor any 
marketable jungle products or uncultivated i)asture grounds. 
Among dyes, sa// is the only wild plant which has any marketable 
value. A red j^owder, called ifhr, largely used by the Hindus 
during the Hiili festival, is manufactured from the root of this plant. 
The following medicinal plants grow wild in the District : — Bdhld 
(acacia); (calotroi)is) ; bhdi (cl ’odendrom) ; ajiauiamdl 

(hemidesmus Indicus) ; haritaki (cliebiila) ; ckirctd (agatholes) ; 
dhai find (grisla tomentosa) ; kalddds (]iharbitis) ; dhuturd ; and 
ks heir a fat fail. [I trust for the names to the Collector.] No class 
in Farfdpur subsists by trading in jungle products. 

Fer.e Naturae, &c. — The larger sorts of wild animals found in the 
District consist of buffaloes, leopards, and pigs. The latter swarm 
in almost all the villages in the north-wx*st and south of the country, 
and do considerable damage. 'Pheir numbers of late years have 
increased to such an extent that the Collector expresses his opinion, 
that unless prompt measures aro taken for their destruction, many of 
the villages of the District will be given back to the jungle. In 
some villages the outlying lands cannot find cultivators, owing to 
the depredations of wild hogs. 'J'he villagers have not yet learnt 
self-help, and seldom destroy these animaj^s, which are allowed to 
breed ai^d multiply undisturbed. The small village leopard, not the 
panther, is to be found throughout the District, and on the islands 
and sandbanks in the Padma. Wild buffaloes are common during 
the cold season. The average expenditure by Government on 
keeping down wild animals during tlfb six, years eniling 1869 
amounted to only 17s. 6d. per annum. No rewards have ever been 
given in this District for snake-killing. Tlie average recorded num- 
ber of deaths from wild btjists and snake-bite during the six years 
ending 1869 amounted to 147 per annum, I'he smaller varieties of 
game consist of hares, porcujpines, wild gecs^, wild ducks of various 
sorts, snipe, curlew, teal, quails, dove, haridl or green pigeon, 

A list of the principal fishes has been already given. No trade is, 
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carried on in wild-beast skins, and, with the exception of the 
fisheries, the fem naturm are not made to contribute in any way 
towards the’wealth of the District. 

Population. — No regular and systematic Census exists for Farid- 
pur District before the year 1872. Formerly it was the custom to 
call for a return from every police station in the District of the 
number of inhabitants within its jurisdiction, the figures being filled 
in by the Police Inspectors. These returns, however, were little 
better than guess-work, and were formed on no fixed principle. At 
the time of the Revenue Survey of the District in I856--63, a rough 
Census was made by the Civil Officers and employes of the Defnar- 
cation Establishment. The number of houses was counted as 
nearly as could be, and allowing on an average five souls to each 
housCj a general and approximate return of the -population of the 
District was arrived at The result of the Census was as follows : — 
Number of masonry bouses, 350 ; number of mud and thatch 
houses, 124,732;' poi)ulation, 409,995 souls. In 1869, in com- 
pliance with instructions conveyed in a Resolution of the Govern- 
ment of llengal dated 11th November 1868, and a Circular from 
the Registrar-General dated the 23d of the same month, an experi- 
mental Census was taken of certain villages in the District, in order 
to accustom the people to the idea of a general Census subsequently. 
Two circles were formed, namely, the Kaniipur Circle in the centre, 
and the Belgdchhf Circle in the north of the District, the former 
tract consisting of six, and the latter of nine villages. The Census 
of these two circles was taken on the same day, the enumeration in 
the Kafi^ipur tract being conducted by the superior landlords of the 
place and their officers, with the assistance of some officers from the 
Collector’s Court ; w^le that of Bclgdchhf was taken by tl;|e Police 
Inspector stationed <here, with the co-operation of the superior 
landlord of Hamdinpur. The following was the result of the 
Census: — Nine villages of Belgachhi — number of houses, 922; 
population, 2071 males avA 1918 females; total, 3989; average 
number of souls per bouse, 4*33. Six villages in Kanaipur — area, 
5360 acres; number of houses, 924; population, 1321 males and 
1339 females ; total, 2660 ; average number of souls per house, 

2 '88 ; average number of souls per acre, *5. 

Census of 1872. — A careful Census df the District was taken, 
by authority of Government, in the early part of 1872. The 
enumeration was made by village heads {tndiabbars), police officers. 
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. Magistrates^ clerks, and other' respectable natives selected by the 
Magistrate, the Census being taken simultaneously throughout the 
District on the night of the 15th January. It disclosed a total 
popul^ion of 1,012,589 souls, inhabiting 157,518 houses, the pres- 
sure of population being an average of 677 persons per square 
mile. The population is thickest in the northern part of the Dis- 
trict, the southern part being swampy, and almost entirely inundated 
fox' a large part of the year. The police circle of Deoni, however, 
in the south-east of the District, is the most populous of all ; it is 
intersected by two large rivers, the banks of which are high, and 
crovvded with an immense population. The headquarters police 
circle has fewer inhabitants than might have becii expected. The 
Magistrate and Collector of the District, Mr W. S. Wells, thus 
remarks on the distribution of the pc(^h in the several police 
circles: — Fan'dpur police circle hasjonly a ]>opulation of 558 per 
square mild, but this is accounted for by a large portion of its 
area being covered by the lake, Dhol Samudra. Deor^ thdnd 
is repo/ted to possess 947, and Bhushna 846 inhabitants to 
the square mile. These two are the most densely populated 
police circles {thdnds) in the District, but are j)hysically very dif- 
/erent from each other — the former lying in the inundated tract, 
whereas the* latter is comparatively dry. Through Deord run the 
Kumdr and Sital Lakhmid, the former meandering all over the 
police circle, and these rivers join at Bhangd. Throughout their 
length their banks are covered by one continuous village, thickly 
peopled. Bhdngd is a large and important town, the principal seat 
of commerce in the District, situated on the highroad to Calcutta 
from the )vhole of Eastern Bengal, and a* place where much pro- 
duce ch^Lnges hands. The banks of the Bardsid, in Bhhshnd, are 
densely populated, and although Sayyidpur has lost much of its 
former importance and notoriety as a great centre of trade, it is 
still a village which extends for miles. The comparative sparse- 
ncss of the population in the police circle of Gopdlganj results 
from this country being to. a large extent covered by water all the 
year roqnd, and nowhere, except in the immediate proximity of the 
Madhumatf, is the land not immersed several feet during the pre- 
valence of the annual inui lation. That the rich and fiigh country 
to the north about Godlanda and Pdngsd«hould possess a popula- 
tion of 767 and 717 respectively to the square mile, is not surpris- 
ing. The Census, it must be borne in mind, was taken towards Viie 
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close of the cold weather, at a time when the paddy is all gathered 
in the inundated tracts, and where no cold weather crops are 
grown. The males of these parts generally migrate southwards in 
search of employment to the Sundarbans, or go there to cut timber, 
which they import ; some, too, were attracted north by the works 
. of the Eastern Bengal Railway, which runs through Belgdchhf and 
Goillanda. It is to. the amount of repairs rendered necessary by 
the severe floods of last year that I attribute the return of a large 
excess in the male population of those police circles {t/idnds)J* As 
regards the accuracy of the’ Census, the Deputy-Magistrates,^" 
writes Mr Wells, consider that the Census returns under their im- 
mediate care are thoroughly reliable, and I concur in thinking them 
so. As I have sho^vn, the care taken was very great, and I believe 
the returns are perfectly correct.’" 

The table opposite illustrates the dist’-ibution of the population 
in each Police Circle and Subdivision, with its pressure per square 
mile^ &c. I have reproduced it verbatim from the Census Report 
of 1872 : — 

Population' Classified According to Sex, Religion, and 
Age. — The total population of the Faridpur District amounts to 
4971^54 males and 514,735 females; total, 1,012,589; proportion 
of males to total poimlation being 49*2 per cent. The area of the 
District as given in the Census Report of 1872 is 1496 square miles, 
the average density of the population being 677 to the square mile. 
Classified according to age, the Census gives the following results : — 
Hindus — under twelve years of age, males 67,629, females 54,844 ; 
above twelve years of age, males, 136,426, females 162,089. Mu- 
hammadans — under tw^dve years of age, males 111,358, females 
87,564 ; above twelve years of age, males 180,917, females^ 208,460. 
Christians — under twelve years of age, males 82, females 82 ; above 
twelve years of age, males 175, females 124. Other denominations 
iK^t classified separately — under twelve years of age, males 467, 
females 4,^1 ; above twelvo years of age, males 800, females iiii. 
Total of all classes — under fwelve years of age, males 179,536, 
females 142,951 ; above twelve years of ago, males 318,318, females 
371,784; grand total of all ages, 1,012,589. The total number 
of Hihdus’ in the District is 420,988', Muhammadans 588,299,’ 
Christians 463, and others of unspecified denominations 2839. 
The. number of insanes is returned at 299, or *0295 per cent, of the 
total population ; idiots at 69, or *0068 per cent, of the total popula- 

coitfiunrif after f/u' Tfl'te.} 
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Number of i I . 'Averages according to Census Report. 
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k Subdivision. 

1 
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mauzas, 

or 

townships. 

Number of ‘ 
houses. 
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mauzas, or 
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square mile. 
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Houses 
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per I 

house, j 

; Headquarters 
; Subdivision. 

! 

1 

i 

Faridpur, 

Bhushna, 

Awanpur, 

Sadrpur, 

, Deora, . 

Maksudpur, . 
topalganj. 

142 
. 136 
15S 

97 

123 

222 

189 

107 

267 

257 

74 

199 

329 

148 

13,165 

■ 

21,296 
16,482 
9,852 
16,415 
18,263 
12,320 j 

79,251 

115,132 

102,146 

62,656 

116,531 

136,059 

97,666* 

55S 

846 

646 

646 

947 

613 

: 5*7 

■75 

1*96 

1-63 

•76 

r62 

r4S 

•78 

741 

431 

397 

847. 

586 

414 

660 

92 

157 

104 

102 

133 

82 

^5 

6t) 1 

5’4 1 

6*2 

6*4 

7*1 

7'5 

7*9 

1 

i 


Stibdivisional totals 

1,067 j 

1.3S1 

107,793 j 

709,451 

665 

1-29 

5*4 

lOI 

6*6 h 

1 

! Goalanda { 

1 

‘Goalanda. 

i 

II7 

1 

! 229 

M,342 

89,725 

767 • 

1-96 

392 

*23 

6*3 

Subdivition. ’ j 

1 

1 

Belgachhi, 

136 

30S ■ 

14,865 

87,337 

642 

2-26 

284 

109 

5‘9 

I 1 


|•Pangsa, 

176 

389 

20,511 

126,076 

717 i 

2 21 

324 

1^7 

6*1 



1 Suhdivisional totals 

! 

429 i 

926 

49,725 

303,138 

706 

2-i6* 

327 

116 

61 



j District total , . j 

1,496 

2i307 

157.518 

1,012,589 

677 

1*54 

439 

105 * 

1 
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[Senieiice continued from the page before the Tabte.] 

tioni deaf and dumb, 314, or *0310 per cent, of the total popula- 
tion; blind, 659, or -0651 per cent, of the total population; and 
lepers, 417, or •0412 of the total population. I take these figures 
as given by the Census Report of 1872. 

Population according to Occupation. — The following para- 
graphs, showing the occupations of the people, arc condensed from 
the tabular statements appended to the Census Report. The 
figures, Jiowever, must be taken as a rough apj)roximation only, and 
the classification seems in many respects, perhaps unavoidably, 
imperfect. I reproduce them, however, as the first organised effort 
of the kind ; and -a discriminating eye, while rejecting some of them,, 
will find curious hints as to the occupations of the people. 

Occupations of Males. — Class I. — Persons employed under 
Government, Municii)al, V)r other local authorities : — Government 
police, 225; rural police, 1932; Covenanted English officers, 3; 
subordinate executive officers, 5 ; Public Works officials, 4 ; Post- 
office officials, 23; excise officials, 125; clerks, 12; fiyddds (mes- 
sengers), 43 ; others, 45 ; total of Class I., 2417. 

Class II. — Professional persons, including professors of religion, 
education, literature, law, medicine, fine arts, surveying, and en- 
gineering : — Hindu priests {furohiis), 3645 ; spiritual instructors 
{gums), 423 ; astrologers {dclidrjyas), 22 ; Muhammadan priests 
(um//ds), 68 ; pilgrim guides (paudds), 9'; j)riests of family idols 
15; Khondkdrs, 6; schoolmasters, 212; vernacular teachers {pan- 
dits), 34 ; village schoolmasters {gurumaMsays), 2 ; Persian teachers 
{?nunshk), 8 ; students and scholars, 73 ; pleaders, 42 ; law agents 
(mukhtdrs), 57; stamp vendors, 20; doctors, 12; Hindu physicians 
{kahirdjs), 698; vaccinators, C; cow-doctors (gobaidyas), 2; men- 
midwives, 205; compounders, 27 circumcisers, 2; musicians, 1102; 
singers, 139; actors, 4; painters, 57; surveyors or dmins, 5; civil 
engineers, 5 ; total of Class II., 6875. 

Class III. — Persons in service, or performing personal offices : — 
Personal servants, 4764 ; cook*5, 27 ; assistant cooks {masdlchis), i ; 
barbers, 3593; washermen {dhobis), 1476; sweepers {m^htars), 20; 
water-carriers, 4 ; gardeners, 238 ; genealogists {ghataks), 73 ; door- 
keepers {das‘wdns), 75 ; innkeepers, i ; unspecified, 2758 ; total of 
Class III., 13,030. • 

Class IV. — Persons engaged in agriculture and with animals : — 
Landlords {zammddrs), 458 ; large leaseholders {i/drdddrs), 19 ; 
/'holders of rent-free tenures {Idkhirdjddrs), 297 ; subordinate land- 
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lords (fdiukddri), 4151 ; 'cultivators with occupancy rights, 83 ; ordi- 
nary cultivators, 189,279 ^ land-stewards (^gupidshids), 444 j ij^nt- 
collectors (tahsilddrs), 564 ; holders of land on military •service, or 
as servants to the za??nnddrs {pdiks), 747 ; rent-collectors in charge 
of estates {fidibs\ 5 ; cattle dealers, 30; shepherds, i ; cowherds, 
585 ; elephant drivers {mdhtiis), i ; grooms, 33 ; grass-cutter, i ; 
hunters {shikaris)^ 6 ; total of Class IV., 196,704. 

Class V. — Persons engaged in commerce and in trade ; as in 
the conveyance of money and goods, in keeping and lending 
money, and in the sale of goods : — Engineers, 9 ; engine-drivers, 

5 ; ttiilway stationmaster, i ; clerks, 6 ; other railway servants, 
i; cabmen, 13; carters, 183 ; bullock-drivers, 38 ;• palanquin bear- 
ers, 1979; Musalmdn shipmasters {nakodds),g; boatmen, 11,983; 
boat owners, 291; lascars, 128; warehousemen, (drafddrs), 23; 
weighmen, 53; bankers and 7nahdjans^ 4/3 y money-changers, 2; 
money-lenders, 2179; merchants, 181 ; commission agents and 
retail sellers {pdikdrs)^ 105; petty dealers (pepdris\ 1210; shop- 
keepers, 12,988 ; hawkerj?, 18 ; brokers or daldlsy 63 ; clerks, 53 ; 
outdoor clerks (sarbdrs), 7 ; vernacular clerks and writers (ww- 
/landrs), 333 ; messengers, i ; total of Class V., 32,335. 

Class VI. — Persons employed in mechanical arts, manufac- 
tures, and engineering operations, and in the sale of goods 
manufactured or prepared for consumption : — Indigo manufac- 
turers, 3 ; oil manufacturers, 481 ; contractors, 5 ; masons rdjmis- 
tris), So; stone-masons, 3; lime-burners, 58; sawyers, 218; 
carpenters, 2211 * thatch ers, 718; well-digger, i, carriage -builder, 

I ; boat-builders, 114; blacksmiths, 806 ; dealers in hardware, 33 ; 
Kansans^ 84; tinmen, 2; goldsmiths, 1272; potters, 2528; mat- 
makers,^ 222 ; fan-makers, 5; makers of baskets, 1640; makers of 
whips, 8; toymakers, 17; beadmakers, 8^ hookah-m^k^x, i; 
garland-makers, 7; shell carvers, 238; cane- workers,* 236 ; 
cotton carders, 2; cotton spinners, 129; weavers in cotton, 
14,723; weavers in wool, 4; wea/t^s in jute, i ; ^ dyers, 2; 
tailors, 383; shoemakers, 194; Cloth vendors, 343 ornament 
makers, 3jt ; gunny-bag makers, 901; net-makers, 71; thread 
sellers, 43; wool sellers, 6 stationers, 149; bookbinder, ; 
bookseller, i ; sellers of*'il, 514; grain sellers, 94 ;• rice* sellers, 
39; sugar-cane sellers, 4^ spice seller% 12; grain-huskS-, i; 
baker,^! ; grain parchers, 4; costermongers, ii ; confectioners, 
29; sellers of molasses, 429; butchers, 2; fishermen, 132; fish- 
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mongers, 12,325; milkmen, 1151; spirit sellers, 29; toddy sellers, 

340^; liquor shopkeepers, ij ; tobacco sellers, 28; opium sellers, 
4 ; fellers, 10 ; /a/i sellers, 1438; betel sellers, 4 ; salt 

sellers, 13 ; sellers of fireworks, 12 ; firewood sellers, 70; dealers 
in hides, 359 ; total of Class VL, 45,056. 

Class VIL — Miscellaneous persons not classified otherwise : — 
House owners, 9 ; pensioner, i ; beggars and paupers, 3603 ; 
labourers, 16,871 ; unemployed, 1815, male children, 179,138; 
total of Class VII., 201,437 ; grand total of males, 497,854. 

Occupation of Females. — The following figures with regard 
to the occupation of females, reproduced from the Census R^ort, 
arc to be accepted with special caution. Class I., nil. Class 
II., professional persons : — Priestesses, 108 ; female spiritual guides, 
20 ; midwives, 72 ; female physicians, 4 ; musicians, 2 ; singers, 3 ; 
total, 209. Class I II.,* females employed in service ; — Personal 
servants, 1173 ; ayahs, 2 ; female barbers, 22 ; washerwomen, 54 ; 
female sweepers, 3 ; prostitutes, 761 ; total, 2015, Class IV., 
females emjdoyed in agriculture and with animals : — Female land- 
holders, 65 ; •holders of rent-free lands, 38 ; subordinate land- 
holders (idlukddrs), 382 ; ordinary female cultivators, 2782; dealer 
in goat.s, i ; cowherds, 4; total, 3272. Class V., females engaged 
in commerce and trade: — Boat-owners, 10; money-lenders, 212; 
shopkeepers, 560 ; heydris, 6 ; total, 78S. Class VI., females 
employed in manufactures, and in safe of goods prepared- for 
consumption : — Dealers in pottery, 32 ; dealers in lime, 4 ; basket- 
makers, 11; garland sellers, 19; spinners, 2124; weavers, 126; 
gunny-bag makers, 76 ; net-makers, 9 ; ornament sellers, 8 ; 
stationers, 37 : rice dealers, 50; dealers in oil, 11 ; confectioner, 

I ; grain iiarchers, 16 ; grain buskers, 583; sellers of molasses, 2; 
fishwomcn, 216; milji sellers, 71 ; />dn sellers, 8; dealers in hides, 

3; tothl, 3407. Class VII., miscellaneous females, not otherwise 
classed : — House owners, 6 ; beggars and paupers, 1515 ; labourers, 
493; unemployed, 360,1^25; female children, 142,905; total, 
505,044 ; grand total of female!., 514,735- 

• Ethnical Divlsi,on of the People. — The races inhabiting the 
District are Hindus and Muhammadans, non-Asiatics, Eurasians, 
and hiH people from West Bengal. According to the Census of 
1872, •the Hindus numb^^red 420,988 io the District, and the Mu- 
hammadans 588,299. The number of non-Asiatics is returned at 
65* viz., English, 42; French, i; German, i; Irish, 12; Nor- 
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wegian, 2 ; •Scotch, 2; Welsh, g ; and American, 2. The Bynas 
arc included among the senii-llinduised aboriginals. ^ They aic 
immigrants from the hilly Districts of West Bengal, wiio came 
to work in the indigo factories. The indigo factories are now 
closed, and these people betake themselves, some to husbandry, 
and others to road-making, digging tanks, and all kinds of earth- 
work. They number 2412 in the District, and are looked down 
upon by the rest of the inhabitants. The villagers in the north of 
the District are mostly Musahndns, and these, as well as those 
rcsidyig immediately south of the Civil Station, arc similar in ap- 
pearance to the Muhammadans met with in other parts of Eengal, 
stunte<l and lank specimens of Islam. Towards the south of the 
District, on the other hand, and amongst il.e vast swamps on the 
borders of Ikikarganj, the country is aliM t entirely i)coplcd by 
Chandals, or low-caste Hindus, wlio*arc a much more muscular 
race of men than the people in the north. These Chanddls num- 
ber a million and a half throughout all Lower Bengal, but 
are most numerous in imridpiir and other Districts of Eastern 
Bengal. I’heir number in Eaiidpur in 1872 was returned at 
j 56,223. They are doubtless one of those aboriginal races who 
embraced Hinduism in Bengal, ami, like the Kaibarttas, arc men- 
tioned in the sacred Epics, the Ramayana,” and “ Mahabharata.’^ 
They are semi-ain])hibio#is in their habits, and caj>able of 
enduring the extremity oi ex{)osiire and fatigue. Their superior 
})hysical development is attributed, not to their being of a diffcicnt 
race, but to their mode of life : inhabiting a river Distri(^t, and 
constantly employed in rowing, the muscles of the arms and chest 
get more developed than in men who ]>ass tl?cir days at the plougli. 
From tinfe immemorial the Chandals liavc been despised by the 
iipperclass Hindus, and a Brahman thought himself defiled by even 
treading upon the shadow cast by the l)ody of a Chamlal. A 
great part of tlicm accordingly turned Musalmans under the 
Afghan and Mugliul Governments, ^nd^tlie remainder ^re now 
endeavouring to push themselves forward to a comparatively respec- 
table position in the Hindu social .scale. In the early part of thi'- 
year (1873) Chandals »iadc a general strike in th^ District, 
resolving not to serve any body of the upper class, in Avhatever 
capacity, unless a better position among tfie Hindu castes than 
what they at present occupy was given to them. A further refer- 
ence to the Chandals will be found in an extract from a Report by 
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the Collector on a previous page, where I was treating of the con- 
figuration and general aspects of the District. 

Immigration and Emigration. — There is scarcely any immi- 
gration into, and no emigration from, f'arfdpur. The Bun^s above 
mentioned appear to have permanently settled in the District, 
otherwise they would have returned to their original country after 
the indigo factories were closed. They do not amalgamate with 
the rest of the inhabitants, although they live in the same towns 
and villages with them. They build their houses close together, 
but apart from those of the other villagers. Many persons annually 
leave their homes in the District, and proceed to Calcutta and else- 
where as boatmen, or in other capacities, but return to their homes 
in nearly every instance. Many also leave the District during the 
harvest season as reapers principally proceeding to Bdkarganj. 

Ca.stks. — The following is u list of the different castes in the Dis- 
trict, arranged as far as possible in the order in wliich they rank in 
local esteem, and showing their occupations, numbers as ascertained 
by the Census of 1872, and the comparative degree of wealth of 
each : — (1) Brahman ; ]uiests, religious preceptors, Government ser- 
vants, S'c. ; number in Fandpur in 1872, 23,294. (2) Kshattriya ; it 
is believed tliat there is no jjure Kshattriya of the Sanskrit warrior 
caste existing at the present day, but 36 individuals have been 
returned as Kshattriyas in the Farfdjnr District, though only as 
a class of up-country traders, who lay a local claim to this rank. 
(3) Baidya ; hereditary physicians, but chiefly now employed in 
Government and jjrivate service, &:c. ; number in 1872, 2032. (4) 

Kdyasth ; writers and clerks, but many are now landed proprietors, 
and others husbandmeii; number in 1872, 57,026. (5) Chhatri or 

Rdjput, another caste claiming to be Kshattriyas ; peons, police 
constables, ^c. ; number in 1872, 901. (6) Gandha Banik, 

traders, 3038 in number. (7) Kamar, blacksmiths and w^orkers in 
metal, 4758 in number. (8) Kumdr, potters, 8196 in number. 

(9) Agafwdkl and MirvVhrf, up- country traders, 143 in number. 

(10) .iguri, cultivators, i in the District, (ii) Tambiili or Tdmli, 
traders. 235 in number. (12) Sadgop, cultivators, 693 in number. 
(13) Sddrq, cultivators, 86 in number. (14) Kurmf, an up-country 
cultivating caste, 328 in number. (15) Till, oil-pressers and oil- 
sellers, also employetf in service, trade, and husbandry, 7640 in 
number. (16) Mdlf or M^ldkar, dealers in flowers, pith, or si?/a, 



28; 


CASTES OF FARJDfUR DISTRICT 

1347 in number. (17) Kdnsdrf, makers of copper, brass, and bcll- 
metal utensils, 3 in number. (18) SdnkMri, dealers in shells end 
shell ornaments, few in number, and not returned in tfie Census 
Report. (19) Ndpit, barbers, 12,685 in number. (20) Vaish- 
navs, followers of Vishnu, 5204 in number. (21) Bdrui, culti- 
vators of pan, 6120 in number. (22) Kaibartta, landed proprietors 
and cultivators, 13,649 in number. (23) Gareri, an up-country 
pastoral caste, i in number. (24) Madak or Mayrd, sweetmeat 
makers, 897 in number. (25) Gop or Godld, milkmen and cattle- 
keepers, 2912 in number. (26) Subarna Banik, traders, bankers, 
and jewellers, 2280 in number. (27) Sekerd or Swarnakdr, gold 
and silver smiths, 701 in number. (28) Sutradhar or Chhutdr, 
carpenters, 5086 in number. (29) Sh/ihd or Suri, traders, land- 
holders, husbandmen, &c., 26,677 in numb '>*. (30) Pditatd, manu- 

facturers of fine mats (/d//), not give© in me Census Report. (31) 
Kalu, oil-pressers and oil-sellers, 178 in number. (32) Tdntf, 
weavers, 3410 in number, (33) Jogi, weavers, 1698 in number. 
(34) Chundn, lime-burners, 242 in number. (35) Patial, labourers, 
330 in number. (36) Jdlid, fishermen, 20,460 in 'number. (37) 
Kdral, sellers of fish, few in number, and not returned in the Census 
Report. (38) Kami, weavers, very few in number, and not returned 
in the Census. (39) Mala, fishermen and boatmen, 5466 in number, 
(40) Mdnjhf, boatmen, 567 in number. (41) Pod, fishermen, 73 in 
number. (42) Tior, fishermen, 866 in number. (43) Purd, fish and 
vegetable sellers, 508 in number. (44) Bditf, mat-makers, 891 in 
number. (45) Bchdrd and Duliyd, palanquin bearers, 2551 in 
number. (46) Dhanuk, personal servants, 18 1 in numbet. (47) 
Bdgdi, labourers and cultivators, 1460 ii^ number. (48) Patni, 
ferr}unei^ and boatmen, 1369 in number. (49) Koerl, traders and 
agriculturists, 1516 in number. (50) Chasd Bhobd, agriculturists, 
561 in number. (51) Dhobd, washermen, 4132 in number. (52) 
Kachdru, makers of lac ornaments, very few in number, and not 
returned in the Census Report. (53) Chanddl, agricultjurists and 
boatmen, 156,223 in number. (54) fCapdli, manufacturers of gutiny 
cloth, and agriculturists, 9359 in number. <55) Bduti, manu- 
facturers of lime from shells, very few in number, and not men- 
tioned separately in the "ensus Report. (56) Kdhdr* palanquin 
bearers, 1910 in number. *(57) Muchi and Chdmdr, dealers in 
hides, and shoemakers, 3721 in number. (58) Pdsi, toddy sellers, 
25 in number. (59) Bind, labourers, 15 1 in number.- (60) Chain, 
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labourers, 436 in number. (6j) Dorn, basket-makers and fishermen, 

$8^ in number. (62) Dosadh, labourers, 4 in number. (6j) 

Karangd, labourers, 18 in number. (64) Rdjbansi, fishermen, ^862 
in number. (6$) Mdl, snake-charmers, gS7 in number. (66) Mdlo, 
620 in number. (67) Hdri, swine-keepers, 372 in number. (68) 
Kdord, swine-kcepers, 322 in number. (69) BhuimdK, menial ser- 
vants, 1836 in number. (70) Mihtar, sweepers, 1134 in number. 
(71) Bediyri, jugglers and thieves, 4 in number; and (72) Bund, 
labourers, 2412 in number. 

The Muhammadans of Faridpiir follow vs^rious occupations, but 
the greater portion of them are engaged in husbandry ; the rest are 
traders, manufacturers of oil, weavers, boatmen, palanquin bearers, 
&c. The Collector estimates that of the total number of Musul- 
mdns in Farfdpur, ten sixteenths are poor, four sixteenths in easy 
circumstances, and the remaining two sixteenths rich. The higher 
and well-off class is res])ected, but the lower ranks are despised. 
No information can be given as to the immigration or first settle- 
ment of castes or races in the District, as, with the exception of the 
Bund labourers imported from l^dnkurd, Bfrbhiim, and Midnapur, 
and the Chanddls who came from Dacca, all the castes mentioned 
above have inhabited the District from time immemorial. The 
Collector reports that the Brdhman or priestly caste seems to have 
declined very considerably of recent years from their former rank 
and numbers. This is stated to be owing in a great measure to the 
increase in marriage expenses. Marriage has become a most expen- 
sive ceremony among the Fandpur Brahmans, and a father will not 
give hi‘s daughter in marriage unless he receives from his future son- 
in-law a sum varying from to ^100 as a present, or rather as 

a price, for his daughter. Many Brdhmans in consequence die 
without marrying, and their numbers are thus said to be gradually 
decreasing. The spread of English education also may be con- 
sidered as having contributed to the decline of Brdhmanical influ- 
ence. No predatory clant or castes exist within the District 

Religious Division of the People. — The inhabitants of Fand- 
pur may be divided into four religious classes, viz., Musalmiins, 
Hindus, Brdhnia Samdj followers, and^ Christians. According to 
Colonel Gastrell’s Survey Report, the Muhammadans numbered at 
that time (about 1865; 227,858, and the Hindus 182,137 souls. 

As already stated, the population of the District in 1872 was ascer- 
tained by a regular Census to amount to 1,012,589 — 497,854 males 
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and 514,735 females, the proportion 6f males being 49*2 per 'ent 
The Hindu*population numbers 204,055 males and 216,933 feipales 
— total, 420, gSS, and thus form 41-6 per cent, of *1110 whole. 
The Muhammadan population consists of 2^2 , males and 
206,024 females, making a total of 588,299, or 58*1 per cent, of the 
whole inhabitants. The Christian j)opuIation of Farfdpur consists 
of 257 males and 206 femafes ; total, 463, or *04 per cent, of the 
population. The remainder of the population, not separately 
classified in the Census Report, consists of 1267 males and 1572 
females — total, 2S39, or say 0*3 per cent, of the whole inhabitants. 
The •Collector thinks that the present number of Brihma Samdj 
followers does not exceed thirty or forty ; they ’are not returned 
separately in the Census Report. There is only one native Christian 
community in the District, situated in the village of Kdligrdm on the 
Jiharpur marsh. The converts are^vei>^.w\v in number, and are 
chiefly made from the Chan dal caste. 'I'hcy are ]>oor in circum- 
stances, and are looked tlown upon by the rest of the inhabitants. 
At the Civil Station of Farfdpur there is a branch of the South 
Australian Baptist Mission, with about twenty n'ktive followers. 
Deducting 84 for the European and Eurasian community, the result 
leaves a total native Christian population in Farfdpur District of 
379 souls. Christianity appears to make its principal settlement 
among the rural population, and the Brihma Samdj in the towns. 
I'he Brdhma Samdj at Farfdpur was established in December 1857 
with ten followers, and services were held every Saturday evening 
in a house placed at the disposal of the Samdj by one of the 
members. Since the first year of its establishment, an anfliiversary 
Samdj is held every year, which is largely i,ttended, not only by the 
Brdhmaf themselves, but also by many of the orthodox Hindus at 
tlie Station. During the hot season of the •year, service is held 
every Sunday morning. The Brahma missionaries visit Farfdpur 
from time to time, and deliver religious lectures in the hall of the 
Society. ' ^ ^ 

The Muhammadan Religion (fi)es not appear to be making 
any further progress among the people. The Musalmdns are more 
numerous in the District than the Hindus, but the Collector reports 
that he can find no histc ical explanation of this circumstance. 
It is a current opinion that •during the sovereignty of the Muham- 
madans, many Hindu families of the District, both high and low, 
were forcibly converted to Isldm. Many Musalmdns are met with 
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in the District bearing the surname of Thdkur^ which is a Brdh- 
manical designation, and this leads the Collector to think that the 
popular opinion may not be without foundation. The Muham- 
madans of Farfdpur are divided into Shiahs and Sum's. Among the 
latter, a reformed sect called Faraizi's has sprung up within the last 
forty-five years, and arc a numerous and powerful body in the Dis- 
trict. These Fardiz/s have the character of being stricter in their 
morals than other MUsalmdns, but are intolerant and bigoted ; and 
their open contempt for tlie religious ojiinions of others has been 
the cause of frequent affrays and disturbances, wliich have brought 
them under the notice of the authorities. The present Collector of 
the District, however, states that the death of Dudu Miydn, their 
late leader, has been a deathblow to their prestige and fanaticism. 
'Fhe following descrijition of the origin of this sect is quoted from 
page 36 of Colonel GastreU's P^eport : — The founder of the sect of 
Fardizi's, named Ilajf Sharitiilld, was born in tlie old village of 
Daulatpiir, in the Police Circle of Sibchar, District Fan'dpur. He 
was possessed of a small estate, the greater portion of which, 
together with tne village of his birth, lias long since liecn cut away 
by the encroachments of the Padina or Ganges. Objecting to the 
practice obtaining generally amongst the Musalmdns, of employing 
only certain persons to perform the ceremony of circumcision in 
families, and also to the liabit of squandering large sums of money 
at marriage festivals, he, about the age of thirty- two, promulgated 
his new ideas on these subjects, and soon obtained a few devoted 
followers. These rapidly increased in number; and the greater 
part of die Muhammadans of the District, and many in the neigh- 
bouring Districts, have uow joined the sect. On the Hdjfs death, 
his followers assembled, and by common consent named diis son, 
Dudd Miydn, as head of the sect. This man is said to have on 
several occasions abused the trust placed in him by his followers, 
and to have purchased an estate with the money placed in his hands 
for religioys purposes. He then became a great tyrant, and com- 
plaints against him were numerous. On one of these he was tried, 
convicted, and imprisoned. In 1857 he was removed to Calcutta, 
and kept in custody there until the close of the mutiny of that year. 
On his return to the District, he was cleverly captured to answer 
another charge preferred against him by one of the Fan'dpur Police 
Inspectors, who, disguising himself and taking some policemen with 
him, presented himself before Dudd Miydn, and represented to him 



TOJVNS AND TRADING CENTRES, 


291 


that they all desired to join the sect of the Fariizis. l)udi> on 
hearing this, and suspecting nothing, left his hiding-place with them, 
was immediately captured, put on board a boat which the Inspector 
had in waiting, was taken to Faridpur, and lodged safely in jail. 
When again released, he left the District, then too hot to liold him, 
and it is believed spught refuge in Dacca, where in 1861 he was 
said to be very ill. lie is since dead.” There is also a sect of 
Fardiz/s called Rafiadis, but they are not numerous in Farfdpur. A 
few followers arc to be found in Khardia, Tiljuri, and Durgdpur. 
Their principles are the same as those of the Wahdb/ sect of 
Multtimmadans. No new sects of Muhammadans or Hindus are 
springing up at the {)resent day. 

DlSTRIIiUriON OF TIIK PkoFLK INTO 'I'oWN AND COUNTRY. 

'riie Census Report of [872 thus classifies die towns and villages : — 
'riierc are 808 villages containing ^ess ‘nan two hundred inhabi- 
tants ; 826 with from two to fu'e hundred inliabitants ; 479 witli 
from live hundred to one thousand inhabitants ; 166 small towns 
with from one to two thousand ; 21 towns from two to three 
thousand; 5 from three to five thousand; and 2 from five to ten 
thousand. The two towns containing a pojiulation of upwards of 
five thousand souls are the Municipalities of Faridpur and Sayyidpur. 
'rhe principal towns, trading mart.s, and places of commerce in 
Faridpur are — (i) Bhdnga, on the Kumdr, situated in 23*^ 23' 16" lat. 
and 90" o' 45" long., famous for im])orting rice, paddy, twist, cliilies, 
salt, khesdrU mustard, and piece good.s, and for exporting jute, 
molasses, and sugar. Its population in 1870 was estimated at about 
rooo. (2) (iojialganj, on the Madhumati, situatetl in 23" 22" lat. 

and 89'’ 52' 15" long., famous for jute, r^ce, salt, clarified butter, 
and thg manufacture of mats of very fine quality. Its population 
in 1870 was estimated at about 2000. (3) Bctilmari, on the Bardsia 

river, in 23” 23' o” lat. and 89" 48' 30" long., is remarkable for rice, 
jiiece goods, country cloth, mule twist, country yams, and tobacco ; 
estimated population about 1000, (4) Sayyidpur, on the j^ame river, 
situated in 23'" 25' o" lat. and 89'' 43* 45" long., carries on an import 
trade in cotton, spices, iron, copper, bra.ss, and •bell-metal utensils ; 
estimated population about 2000. (5) Madhukhah, on the 

Chandnd, carries on a traue chiefly in tobacco and salf ; estimated 
population about 1500. (b) Kdmdrkhdli^ on the same river, in 

23° 51' 30" lat. and 89° if 45" long., is famous as an emporium for 
rice, mustard, and Mtwf ; estimated population about 1000. *(7) 
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Jamdlpur, on the Chandnd, situated in 23° 35' 30" lat. and 89° 38' 45" ' 
long^, is famous for cultivation of sugar-cane, and the manufacture of 
sugar and molasses; estimated population about 500. (8) Kandipur, 
on the Kumdr, situated in 23^ 32' 30" lat. and 89“ 49' o" long., manu- 
factures and trades in sugar and molasses; estimated population 
about 800. (9) Betangil, on the Chandnd, situjited in 23® o 20” lat. 

and 89° 57' 1 5" long., carries on an extensive trade in rice and pulses; 
estimated population about 500, (10) Godlanda, on the Padmjt, 

situated in 23"^ 50' 22'^ lat. and 89® 47' o" long., is famous for its trade 
in rice, paddy, and salt ; estimated population about 1000. This 
place is rapidly rising in importance as a seat of commerce ‘since 
the extension to" it of the Eastern Bengal Railway. It has now 
also become the point of arrival and departure of the large Assam 
river steamers. (11) Sdtair, near Sayyidpur, is celebrated for its 
fine Sitalpdtf mats. This\illage is unrivalled for delicacy of manu- 
facture of the.se fine mats. Some are made of such exquisite 
workmanshi[) that a mat of the dimensions of six feet by four is 
sold for ;^i5 and upwards. The population of the village is 
estimated at about 500. The places in the District important as 
being the seals of fairs are the following : — A fair is held at Sdtair 
or Dhobdghdtci on the last day of the Hindu month of Falgun, 
falling within the English month of March, where articles of country 
produce are brought for sale. The fair lasts four or five days, and 
is held in honour of an old mosque which enjoys a great repute 
as a place of peculiar sanctity by pious Muhammadans. At 
Dhanora, near the police station of Maksudpur, a fair is held on 
the last’ day of Chaitra, falling within our month of April, and 
is chiefly remarkable for the number of horses brought for sale ; 
country produce is also disposed of. On the bank of Jhal 
Ddngd, near Madhurdia, a fair is held in March or April, and at which 
about fifteen thousand people assemble to bathe in the waters of 
the The fair lasts only one day, and prolwty worth about ^300 
is disposecj of. At DhuldLand Gajand fairs are held on the occa- 
sion of the bathing festival of'Gangd-sniin. These fairs appear to 
be held principally for the benefit of the pilgrims ; they only last a 
single day, and are not very largely attended. At the town of 
Farfdpdr dtiring the first week in January an agricultural exhibi- 
tion is held, where prDcs for live stock and all descriptions of 
agricultural produce are competed for. This institution was first 
established in 1864, and an exhibition has been held every year 
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since then, with varying success. Latterly it has much increased in 
importance* both as to the amount of the sums subscribed to it^ and 
the area over which its influence extends. A very considerable im- 
petus has been given to the manufacturers and agriculturists of 
the District by this very useful institution. The Exhibition of 
1870 lasted for eight days, and there was considerable competi- 
tion for nearly all the products, and especially so with regard to 
rice. The following paragra[)h, extracted from the Committee’s 
Report of the Exhibition, shows the interest taken by the people 
themselves in the Exhibition : — “4th January. — This day was 
fixecT for the exliibilion of rice. Early in the morning swarms of 
peo])le literally poured into the Exhibition greJund with various 
samples of rice in basketsful. Numerous spectators also pressed 
in, exhibiting the very great interest peopli' have in the cultivation 
of this, the stajjle product of the country* 'I'he cultivation of rice 
engrosses the attention of the people c;/ ///asst?. The object of the 
Exhibition, therefore, has been, we are perfectly convinced, 
realised, as hir ns this department of agriculture is concerned. 
The undoubtedly great interest which everybody, exhibitors 

and spectators, took in this day’s exhibition, was very remarkable. 
Various specimens of dman and dus rice were exhibited, and the 
competition was so keen that the whole day and part of the night 
passed in selecting merely a number of the best sorts of dman 
exhibited for more careful examination on the day following. Of 
the dma?i rice there were 270 exhibitors and 49 species ; of dus^ 
141 exhibitors and 28 species.” The prizes varied in amount 

from 4s. to 6d. There were altogether 1042 exhibifors, and 
the amount expended in prizes for products, live stock, &c., 
amoun^d to ^^50, 9s. 3d. 

There are four places in the District held sacred specially for 
pilgrimage : — first, a temple sacred to Hari at Nolid near Jamdlpur ; 
second, at Muklobhd, a temple dedicated to Bisudeb, a name for 
Krishna; third, a tree held sacred i"i the name of ^Kusalnitli, 
another designation of Siva, at Du lafddngd^, within the police circle 
of Talmd ; and fourth, at Maddapur, within llie Belgachhi police 
circle, there is a large pdkur tree dedicated to Siva, and called Rdj 
Rijeswar. AH these place have lost much of tlieir* imI)ortance 
of late years ; but at the latter two sp^s, large parties proceed 
every Friday and Saturday to fulfil a vow of sacrifice, by a goat 
or kid to the God of Destruction. There are one or two neglected 
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mc^tws in the District ; one at Sdtair, and another at Khdbdspur 
ootfcneputed as places of sanctity. No town or village In Faridpur 
is celebrate SS being the scene of any important historical event. 

With regard to the comparaUve impoTtaT\ce of the town and rura] 
population, as shown by the returns in the •Collectorate and Magis- 
0^ the classes of the people who furnish the largest 
piopoTtion of the work of Administration, the Collector of the 
District states, that from inquiries instituted by him, he is of 
opinion that the richer portion of the inhabitants, such as the 
landlords, larger leaseholders, merchants and traders, resort to the 
Civil and Collector's Courts more frequently than the rural or 
cultivating class ‘of the population. But the lower agricultural 
classes, particularly the Muhammadans, seem to furnish the greater 
share of the work of the Criminal Courts ; although in cases of 
riot it is frccpiently the* landlords or their agents who are at 
the bottom of the disturbance. 

There are two Municij’aj.itiks in the District ; one at the Civil 
Station of 1 * arid pur, and the other at the town of Sayyidpur. 
'’i'he following is a return of the local Municipal Revenue and 
Itxj)ciKliturc in 1869-70, together wdth the number of houses in 
each: — Fai/djmr Munici])alily — Revenue in 1869-70, ^2;^;^, 12s. 
5jd.; balance in hand from previous year, ^139, los. sjd.j; total, 
;jf373, 2S. I id. ; expenditure in 1868-69, ^2^5, 19s. 8c^d. ; number 
of taxed houses wdthin the Municipality, 1393. Gross municipal in- 
come in 1872,^319, 3.S. 7 .!d.; municipal expenditure, ^£21^, igs. 2d.; 
late of municipal taxation, 8Jd. per head of the population. The 
populatiVm of the towm, as ascertained by the Census of 1872 : 
Hindus, males, 2.^27 ; females, 1885 ; total, 4312. Muhammadans, 
males, 2283; female.s, i960; total, 4243. Christians, ma,les, 16; 
females, i r ; total, 27*. Others, males, 3 ; females, 8 ; total, i r. Total 
of all denominations, males, 4729; females, 3864 ; grand total, 8593. 
Sayyidpur INfunicipality — Revenue in 1868-69, 15s. ifd. ; 

balance in, hand from prcvi,»us year, ^84, 15s. 3d.; total, ;£’i 87 , lOS. 
4fd. ; expenditure in 1868-69,^ 103, 7s. 8d. ; number of houses 
taxed within the INkmicipality, 854. Municipal income in 1872, 

4s. 9d. ; exjicnditure, ^136, 3s. 2d. ; rate of taxation, 3'2d. per 
head ofthe i)opulation. Population as ascertained in 1872: Hindus, 
males, 1440; females, 0550; total, 2^90; Muhammadans, males, 
<459 J females, 1718 ; total, 3177. Others, males, 66 ; Temales, 91 ; 
total, 157. 'I'otal of all denominations, males, 2965; females, 3359 : 
grand total, 6324. The Collector of the District reports that tliere 
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is a perceptibly increasing inclination on the part of the people to 
gather intcl towns, for the purpose of advantageously carrying on 
commercial pursuits, but they seldom settle there permanently. The 
Hindus have a profound veneration for their ancestral places of 
abode, and, however ill situated these places may be, either from a 
sanitary point of view or for trading purposes, nothing short of 
starvation or other slieer compulsion is sufficient to make them 
exchange their dwellings for places more healthy and better situated 
for commerce. The people in the District, therefore, do not appear 
to be tending towards })ermancnt city life. 

M^atkrial ConditioxV of the People. — The imj)ctus which has 
of late years been given to tillage, Avilh the increased price of rice 
and other articles, has materially contributed to better the condition 
of the people. The cultivating classes, wl:*' form the great mass of 
the population, arc visibly better off^thaif iu former years, and they 
are gradually acquiring a taste for luxuiics. The middle class of 
people, however, who live on fixed salaries, do not fare so well, 
^rhe increased price of jwovisions has straitened their circumstances, 
so that they arc now said to live from hand to nK)uth. A waist- 
cloth {dhuii), and a cotton sheet or shawl {c/iddar), and occasionally 
a sort of loose coat {/u'rd^i), form the ordinary dress of a well-to-do 
shopkeeper; that of an average husbandman consists merely of a 
waist-cloth and cotton sliawl. A well-to-do shopkeejicr has generally 
five huts in his homestead, all built within one enclosure — one for 
himself and his own family to live in, one for the other members 
of the household, one for cooking purposes, one for his cattle, and 
one for husking paddy and pulses. The house he lives i», and in 
the broad verandah of which he gencrall^^ receives visitors, is sub- 
stantially built, and usually costs between ^30 and to con- 

struct. An ordinary well-otf husbandman has also the same number 
of houses, but they are not so costly. The building materials used 
by both classes arc the same, differing only in quality. All the 
houses, with the exception of the few which are built of masonry, 
are constructed of bamboo, straw,* jute, mats, wood, and canes. 
The furniture of a well-to-do shopkeeper consists of a large chest 
{suiduk), in which he keeps his valuables, three or four cane stools, 
two or three w'ooden platfTii is for sleeping on {takfpo»h)^ and one 
or two wooden benches for aeats. An ordgiary husbandnjan has no 
furniture beyond a few mats for sitting or sleeping on. The follow- 
ing is an estimate of the monthly expenses of a middling-sized house- 
hold of a well-to-do shopkeeper, consisting of five members : — Rice, 
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los. ; pulses, 2s.; vegetables, 2s. j fish, 4s.; milk, 4s.; fruit, is. ; 
sugar and molasses, 2s.; oil, 4s.; salt, is.; spices, pd. ; fuel, 2s.»; 
sweet preparations of rice, such as muri and murki^ is. ; tobacco, 
pdn, and betel-nut, 2s.; total monthly expenses, 15s. gd. The 
estimate for the same-sized family of an average husbandman is as 
follows Rice, 8s. ; pulses, is. ; fish, 6d. ; vegetables, fid. ; sugar, 
3d. ; oil, IS, ; salt, fid. ; spices, 4|d. ; mun\ is. ; tobacco, pdn, and 
betel-nut, is.; total; 14s. i^d. per month. Animal food is occa- 
sionally eaten by those who can afford it. A Hindu, of course, 
will never touch beef, and confines himself to the flesh of sheep or 
goats, after they have been sacrificed to some deity. Hindus'^’ also 
occasionally eat ducks and ducks’ eggs. A Muhammadan will eat 
almost all kinds of ordinary animal food, except pork, which is only 
eaten by the very lowest classes of Hindus. The use of meat in any 
shaiie as an article of food is, liowever, very exceptional. It is only 
used as a luxury on great occasions, and in no way enters into the ordi- 
nary diet of any class of the people. I have referred to fish as an article 
of food on a previous page. The above estimate of cost, moreover, 
does not represfint the actual expenses of a cultivator’s household, 
but rather what he would have to pay if he purchased all his requi- 
sites. Almost all families grow their own rice, and sufficient vege- 
tables for their own consumption ; and often, when their day’s field- 
work is over, they may be seen angling in the rivers, or trapping fish 
in the numerous swamps and marshes. They very seldom buy fuel, 
but procure it from the jungle. 

Agricultural. — Rice forms the staple product of Farfdpur ; 
namely, <dman^ or winter rice ; or autumn rice ; boro^ or rice 
grown in deep water ; an^l rdidd rice. Of these four, the first two 
are more generally cultivated, and form the chief staple food of 
the District, but the latter are almost always consumed by the 
peasant who raises them. The dus and dfnan rice are sown broad- 
cast, the seeds being generally intermixed, on lands neither very 
high, nor yet too low. \Vhere the dus rice is separately culti- 
vated, however, it is generally planted in pretty high and dry 
ground in rotation, to a. crop of sugar-cane. The dman rice 
grows luxuriantly in rather low grounds where the rain-water 
collects.' Some of the ^ best qualities of dman rice are trans- 
planted from nurseries ,i.nto carefully -prei)ared land, which has 
received repeated ploughings early in the rains, until the whole field 
is worked into knee-deep mud. All the superior kinds of rice are 
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derived from the tod or transplanted crop. The husbandman gene- 
rally keeps this rice for sale, and uses the coarser varieties for his 
own consumption. In lands where the dus and dmau are sown 
intermixed, the former can easily be reaped if the water rises slowly, 
but in the event of a sudden or rapid rise, would be destroyed. The 
dman rice is of two genera, the baran and chhotnd^ each comprising 
several varieties. Of these species, the former is regarded by the 
Hindus as sacred, but the latter is not. A Sanskrit verse {sloka) 
is quoted from the Sdstras, containing a precejjt to avoid the use of 
chhoind rice, on account of its ripening before the setting in of the 
cold tveather. Tlie following is a list of the difterent sub-species of 
dman and dus^ as well as those of the boro and rdidd rice, together 
with their seasons of sowing and reaping, &c., and the description 
of ground in which it is planted. The naine^ marked with asterisks 
are varieties of rice not indigenous to tliti ..>istrict, but the cultiva- 
tion of which has been introduced from other parts of the country 
of late years. The twenty-three principal varieties of baran dman 
rice are — (i) Chhalra bJiog;"^ (2) Dudhmani (3) Lepd; (4) Mdn- 
drdji (Madras) (5) Gawd-rdjal ;* {Q) G/idzi b/ifig ; (7) PUraj ; 
(8) Kdch kalam ; ^ (9) Jhul; (to) Sddd nalaj ; (ii) SUd Lakshmiyd ; 
(12) Bhojan karpur ; (13) Alahishkdndi ; (14) Ldl bdda/;’^ (15) 
Ndrikel bddd ; (16) Khaiya mugri ; (17) Bhdgrdil ; (t8) Muktdhdr ; 
(19) Dal-kachn ; (20) Phul dman ; (21) Bdiid bet; (22) Lakshmi 
hidd; (23) Bacrd, The whole of these varieties are sown broad- 
cast in marshy lands in Chaitra and Baisdkh (March, April, and 
May), and reaped in Agrahayan and Paush (November, December, 
and January.) The impure Chhotnd dman rice consist* of the 
following thirteen varieties — (i) Ilaridkdti; (2) Katid lepd;"^ (3) 
Sonddighd ; (4) Khdndi ; (5) Madhusdil ; (6) Dhalddigha ; (7) 
Kdnktid ; (8) G/ior bag; (yj) Parpuri ; (10) Bdsirdj ; (ii) yhungd- 
sail; (12) Mdl b/tog; (13) Htdd, These thirteen varieties are 
sown broadcast in moist lands, in the months of Chaitra and 
Baisakh (March, April, and May), and reaped in Kdrtik (October 
and November.) The dus species cC rice consists of twenty-seven 
different varieties, as follow: — (i) Binnaphul;* (2) Lokdsald;^ 
(3) Kautiik-mani ;* (4) Kdlijird; (5) Dasnagur (6) Samudra- 
phend ; (7) Bdignnhichi ; Bdkui; (9) Baiidn. These varieties 
are sown broadcast on low* lands in the^nionths of Chaitra and 
Baisdkh (March, April, and May), and are reaped in Ashdr and 
Srdban (June, July, and August). (10) Pdrangt^ sown brefad- 
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cast on low lands in Chaitra (March and April), and reaped in 
JaisJithya and Ashdr (May, June, and July); (ii) Mallikd ; (i^) 
Lakshmipurd; (14) Ghikarptir; (15) Piprdil; (16) 
Md7nk-7nandal* These varieties are sown broadcast on low lands 
in March, A])riJ; and May, and reaped in June, July, and August, 
(ij) S/hi/iJ, sown broadcast in low lands in April and May, and 
reaped in June and July. (t 8) Pdjrdy (19) Sada; (20) Keddrchak; 
(21) Kdojuri; {22) ' Bdiildbaiar.'*^ These varieties are sown broad- 
cast on low lands in March, April, and May, and reaped in June, 
July, and August. (23) Kumrail ; (24) Kachdntdri. These are 
sown both on higli and low lands broadcast, but the seasoiis for 
sowing and reaping are tlie same as those given before. (25) Sond- 
ghdzi ; (26) Pakshirdj pardngi ; grown on high and dry lands, but 
sown and reaped in the same seasons as above; (27) PaUidigares^ 
war; sown broadcast on lovv lands in the same seasons as above. 
Boro rice consists of the following five varieties, w'liich are grown in 
marshy lands and transplanted ; they are all sown in Kdrtik and 
Agrahdyan (October, November, and December), and harvested in 
Chaitra and llaisakh (March, April, and May) — (i) Batar-pdij ; (2) 
Kaijor ; (3) Sofia r-gdijd ; (4) Sdilkati ; (5) Kaljdgli. The rdidd 
rice, wliicli consists of four varieties, is sown and reaped at the same 
seasons as the boro rice. It is also transplanted, and grown in the 
same description of marshy soil as the boro — (i) Dhdkdi; (2) Pipri ; 
(3) Awatiid ; (4) Dcsal, 

The following remarks regarding the mode of cultivation, method 
of husking, together with the various preparations made from rice, 
are con«jlensed from Dr Tasu's Report, before alluded to. As 
already mentioned, dma^ and dus rice are frequently sown together 
in the same fields during the early rains in March and Aj:)ril, but 
never later tlian the 7oth May, in places that are annually flooded, 
'rhey grow rapidly w ith the rise of the water on the inundated lands, 
the stem sometimes reaching fifteen feet or upwards in length, 
according to the deiUh of water in places where it grows. The 
u//.r crop being reaped first in ^ June, July, or August, the pruning 
which the dman thereby necessarily undergoes, instead of doing any 
injury to the crop, rather improves it, as the shoots become more 
numeroVis and stronger after this cropping*! It should be here stated 
that althoMgh the fields^xire very carefully weeded both before and 
during the rains, it is imjiossible to rid them of a species of wild 
gralis which ripens almost at the same time with the dus ; hence 
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tiie diis paddy is seldom free from the seeds of this grass. Indeed, 
tiiis is so generally the case, that the presence of these wild seeds 
is regarded as a sure indication of dus rice. The dman rice, which 
is gathered later, and is sometimes also grown by itself in separate 
and distinct fields, is always free from these seeds. The dmafi 
rice is generally reaped in November or December, but there is 
an early species, dsieitUy which is harvested in the Hindu month of 
that name, corresponding to tlie Paiglish September. In the same 
way, one early variety of dus ripens and is cut at the end of May. 
'I’he other two kinds of rice, boro and rod (transplanted dman), are 
cultivSited altogether on a different system. The boro is planted 
ill the low be<ls of marshes and swam}>s, or on the borders of 
shallow receding rivers, such as the lowest parts of chars, koals, 
and h'P chars, as they are locally called. The seed is sown in 
luirscries in October or November^ trah:.j»lLinted in January or 
f'ebriiary, and reajied in May or June. The rod, or transplanted 
dman, is grown on comparatively high lands, wdiich are seldom or 
never submerged during tlie rains. The plants arc raised in 
nurseries in May or June, transplanted in June* or July, and 
reaped in November or December. The finer varieties of rice are 
obtained from the rod crop, and the next (quality from the ordinary 
dman. Superior rice is seldom obtained from the boro crop, and 
never from the dus. besides the defect of the dus rice already 
pointed out — namely, its admixture with grass seeds — there are others 
which render it a very inferior and undesirable article of food. 
'I’lie grain is coarse, never wholly free from a layer of reddish or 
l)iovvnish colouring matter wdieii husked; has a tendency* to clot 
together wben lioiling ; and has scarcely aii^^ taste. Ordinary dman, 
although generally also coarse grained, is free from these objections, 
and more agreeable to the palate. Doro rice is»gencrally coarse and 
licav}^ and less sweet than dman, but superior in every respect to du^. 

All the rice sown in the high lands and in shallow water, when 
ripe, is cut close to the ground, so as leave as little ^stubble as 
possible, and to save all the straw fbr the cattle. In deep water, 
however, only the ears are cut off ; the stems remain in tlie fields till 
the water subsides, when it is either burnt for manure, or collected 
for household fuel, or for tfiaiching purposes. The difif^renf stages 
of rice cultivation are as follows : — "J’he seeil is known as bij ; when 
the seed germinates it is called gajdu ; wdien it sprouts, ankur; the 
young plant, chard ; the young flower stock, kdtnc/iglior ; the young 
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plant a little older, that; the flowering plant, j>//u/d//y when the ear 

begins to form, mo/iar Man; the young paddy in the milky stage, 
dud/iolo dkdn; imperfectly matured paddy, mdchkbdfigo dhdn; ripe 
paddy, pdkd dhdn; paddy when cut and trodden out, dhdn; husked 
rice, chdul. 

Husking. — The process of husking is very simple. It is generally 
done either by a rude instrument called a dhenki, worked by a pedal, 
or by means of a wooden mortar and pestle (itkli). The dhenM is 
also worked on the principle of a pestle and mortar, the difference 
being that the pestle is fixed on a lever and worked by the foot, the 
long end of tlie lever being towards the mortar, which consists of a 
wooden vessel let into tlie ground or floor. Preparatory to husking, 
the paddy is either dried in tlie sun, the rice husked by this process 
being known as d/ap, or is first boiled and afterwards sun-dried. 
The rice obtained by the latter process is called siddha or ushnd, and 
the husking is easier ]jerformed than from paddy merely dried in the 
sun. The difference in the mode of preparation is said to cause a 
difference in the quality of the rice. The dtap, or jDaddy simply 
dried in the siln before husking, yields a lighter grain, sweeter and 
more digestible. It is, however, difficult to separate from the outer 
covering, and the percentage of lo.ss from broken rice and rice dust 
is very large. The siddha or ushnd rice, on the other hand, is a 
heavy and compact grain, comparatively more difficult of digestion, 
and takes more time in boiling. The finer sorts of dtap rice are 
known as Gobind bhog, chini sakkar, and kdlijird ; and the commoner 
kinds of siddha rice as bdldvi and chaplds. All the fine rice, as a 
general 'rule, is sold off in the bdzar by the cultivators — not only as 
fetching high prices wherewith to provide for his other comforts, but 
as unsuitable for liome consumption. It is a w’ell-known fact tliat 
the labouring classcr, would not use them, even if they were equally 
cheap with the other kinds. 'I'he servants in the native families in 
the interior, wlio are fed at their master’s board, would prefer a dish 
of coarse rice to one of a superior variety, of which latter they say 
they would require twice the fi’sual number of meals. The greater 
portion of the coarse rice raised in the District is locally consumed 
by the agricultural and labouring classes. The dus crop, which 
comes !n at* a time wflien the cultivator’s previous store of provisions 
is nearly exhausted, is ahnost entirely ‘reserved for home consump. 
tion. There is, consequently, very little demand for this rice in the 
market, except among labourers who have no cultivation of their own. 
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Bojled Rice as Food. — In cooking rice, it should be so bo!Ld 
th^t the whole grain becomes uniformly soft, and that no central 
hardness, or way, remains. Old rice, besides being more M’holesome 
than new, and less difficult of digestion, yields a greater bulk by 
boiling. Boiled rice is consumed either when quite fresh {garam 
bhdt), or more or less stale (thdruld or bdsi bInU), The latter, again, 
is used in tliree forms, namely, karkara, or simple cold x\ct, parishfi, 
or boiled rice aftenv.ards steeped in fresh cold water, and pd?itd bhdt, 
the same as the foregoing, but steeped in water for a longer time. 
The karkara is usually what is left of the evening meal, and is eaten 
the fotlowing morning ; it can only be preserved wholesome in the 
cold weather. In other weather, boiled rice, in order to be kept for 
subsequent use, has to be steeped in water. * d'lierc is very little 
difference between the two forms of steeped d’hat which has 

been stee{)ed in water for a short time^ say^i..>t more than six hours, 
and is eaten when the saccharine matter is being formed in the rice 
by the decomposition of the starch, is called parishii ; that which 
has been longer in water, and when, after the- formation of the 
greatest quantity of sugar, the process of fermentation Ifas commenced, 
as evinced by the slightly acid taste of the rice, is called pdnid bhdt. 

The water in which this rice has been steeped forms an agreeable 
and cooling drink, known as dmdni. It is not easy to fix precisely 
the quantity of rice regularly consumed by any one individual, as the 
seasons of the year affect the amount. In the spring and summer, 
wlien an abundant supply of fruit is obtained, the ordinary meals 
are reduced, both in number and quantity. Again, the work of the 
agriculturist is not uniform throughout the year. During tlfe rains, 
with the exception of occasional visits paidjto his fields for weeding 
and reajmig the dus crop, he leads a comparatively easy life, unless 
he hires himself out for other work, say as •a boatman or day- 
labourer. This cessation of toil also influences the consumption of 
food. Taking all things into consideration, Dr Basil estimates the 
average quantity of rice consumed by an adult labourer at i^lb. 
daily, and that by a man in a higher f^nk of life, who has a greater 
variety of food, at from I 'Jlb. to lilb. daily. 

Preparations of Rice. — The following are the chief preparations 
of rice made and sold in Fandpur District, condensed Horn Dr 
Basu's Report, before alluded to : — 

(i.) Khai is made from paddy by roasting it on heated sand. The 
mclden exposure to heat so distends the grain as to make it bursf its 
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husk ; it is then rubbed on a sieve with the hand to remove the 
fragments of broken husk. It is a very light article ‘of food, Sknd 
prescribed by native physicians as a low diet, both in its ordinary 
form, as well as in that called inanda, prepared by boiling it to 
the consistence of pulp in water, a little sugar and milk being some- 
times added. Khai enters into the composition of a good many 
native sweetmeats, and is mixed with fresh molasses or sugar-cane 
juice, and made into balls or cakes. It is often also eaten mixed 
with milk. 

Rice is not the only grain from which this substance is prepared. 
The indian-corn, seeds of several s])ecies of water-lily, and* other 
light farinaceous seeds, may be similarly treated, and also a kind 
of wild paddy called bani dban^ which is extensively consumed in 
this form. Ordinary khai sells in Faridpnr District at a fraction 
over a penny a jiound, afid khai mixed with molasses or sugar-cane 
juice at three halfpence per pound. 

(2.) Muri is another very light preparation of rice in its parched 
form, and tastes, when fresh and jiroiierly made, not unlike biscuit. 
It differs from khai in the manner of its preparation, taste, and 
quality. With regard to the first, while khai is prepared from paddy 
by simply ex])()sing it to the action of heat through the medium of 
sand over a hearth, ;////;7is obtained by a more complicated process. 
Particular care is necessary in boiling the jiadtly from which the rice 
for this purpose is obtained. It has to be boiled twice, so that the grain 
partly jirotrudes through the husk ; it is then dried by exjiosure 
to the sun before husking. The effect of this process is to harden 
the grain, which is distinguished from common rice by its darker 
colour and harder texture. It is now roasted on a fire in an open 
earthen vessel, stirring it well, with the addition of a little^ solution 
of salt and water fram time to time. While this is being done, sand 
is heated in a separate and larger vessel. As soon as sufficient 
heat has been absorbed, the rice is thrown in handfuls at a time 
into the vessel containing sand, and shaken briskly with a bundle 
of thin sticks for a minute <5r two, wffien the heated grains swell. 
The muriy thus prepared, is then separated by allowing the sand 
to pass through a sieve. Muri is also made into sweetmeats. 
This preparation sells in Fan'dpur District at three halfpence a 
pound. * 

(3.) Chird is another form in which rice is consumed. It is 
made thus : The paddy, after being steeped in w^ater for two or 
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three days, is removed to another vessel and partially roasted oa a 
it is th?jn beaten flat, and separated from the chaff by the 
rice pedal. The substance thus obtained is tough and difficult to * 
masticate, but it absorbs water readily, and when well soaked, it is 
difficult to distinguisli it from boiled rice, which it also resembles 
somewhat in taste. If natives of Bengal were to betake themselves 
to a seafaring life, this substance would answer admirably all the 
purposes of sea-biscuits. It can be kc‘T)t wholesome for any length 
of time with ordinary care, and requires no additional preparation, 
except soaking in Avntcr, to render it at once fit for use. Native 
passengers, when proceeding from one place to another, wliether by 
land or water, and when the cooking of a meal of boiled rice is 
not only inconvenient, but attended witli loss of time, aiwviys 
prefer c/iira to anything else : nor are th< dcilities for obtaining 
it wanting, for by the side of the most lofiesome roads or river of 
any imj)ortancc — wherever, in short, there exists a grain shop of 
any sort — if nothing else is to be had, c/iird and salt, tamarind, 
and sometimes curd {tia/ii) and plantains, are siire*lo be procured. 
Another preparation of the same article is by parchihg it on a pan 
of hot sand, called chird bhdjdy which is also extensively used as a 
light outdoor meal {ja!pd 7 i\ and likewise as an ingredient of many 
cakes and comfits. Chird is sometimes steeped in water till it 
becomes sour, the liquor being administered as a cooling and 
nourishing drink by natit/e physicians. Ordinary dtird sells at 
about three farthings a pound. 

(4.) Chdul bhdjdy or simple parched rice, is extensively made use 
of as a cheap and light meal in native families, especially* by the 
women, eaten with a little mustard, oil, and salt, and sometimes 
bits of chilies by way of an additional relish. 

(5.) (^ihdiu. These arc made by reducing, to powder parched 
rice or grain, such as chdul bhdjd, muri, k/mi, chird, jab bhdjd 
or fried barley, &:c. The best is that j^repared from barley, and 
this is the only way in which the latter grain is commonly con- 
sumed in Lower Bengal. Chhdius%xt also obtained from gram, 
peas, and other pulses, but these are chiefly usecUin the preparation 
of sweetmeats. 

(6.) Pithds, or native caKes, are compound preparations % f rice 
flour, with more or less sugary milk, or othei substances. .They are 
home made, and never sold. 

Liquid Preparations of Rice. — The liquid preparations* of 
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rice are dnibajaler kdngidesi shardb^ or country spirits, tmd. pachwat^ 
or rice-beer. The first-named preparation is made in* the following 
* manner :-»-A small quantity of cooked rice is put into an earthen 
pot with water .every night, and this is repeated during a month or 
so. In the course of this process the rice gradually dissolves at 
the bottom of the pot, and then emits a sour smell, and becomes 
somewliat saltish to the taste. This preparation is chiefly used for 
medicinal purposes ; for instance, it forms an ingredient in several 
kinds of medicinal oils. It is also used in making jdri, a mixture 
given in cases of measles, and other similar complaints. It is only 
made for home consumption, and is not sold. The process aflopted 
in manufacturing country spirits from rice is the same in Faridpur as 
elsewhere in Bengal, and is too widely known to need a detailed 
description. To sell the spirit at a slightly enhanced price, the native 
shopkeepers dye it with^ the extract of red sandal- wood and add 
some spices to it, when they give it the name of Ghote Goldb. 
Jdadbim, Kendddr and dfiis are different kinds of country sj^irit, and 
are sold at about one shilling and ninepence per quart. The 
people of thi^ district do not drink pachwai^ but the extension of 
the Eastern Bengal Railway line to Godlanda has brought many 
hill people there, and shops for the sale of it have been opened. 
It sells at about a farthing a quart. 

Extension of Rice Cultivation. — No improvement is visible 
in the quality of the different species of rice grown in Faridpur. 
The greater part of the District is owned by a class of non-resident 
proprietors, who have little or no local knowledge, and probably 
feel disinclined to improve the condition of their estates, as these 
are not immediately under their own control, but have passed 
into the hands of subordinate holders, such as pafmddrs^ jofddrs, 
&c., owing to the system of sub-infeudation, which has been carried 
on to a great extent here as everywhere else, throughout Bengal. 
The cultivators follow in the footsteps of their forefathers, neither 
knowing nor attem})ting to learn how to improve the quality and 
quantity of the crops raised by them. As before stated, however, the 
varieties of rice hatve increased of late, and in the foregoing list of 
rice crops, all those marked with asterisks have been introduced into 
the Dfetrict within the last twenty years.' The increase in the num- 
ber of species of rice is owing to the annual exodus of husbandmen 
from Faridpur to the Sundarbans, and to the Bhdwdl Fiscal Division 
in*the north of Dacca, during the harvest season in November, De- 
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cember, and January, when the cultivators in Faridpur liave eithtr 
finished the reaping of their fields, or are able to leave somebody 
behind to lobk after them. These men generally bring, back with 
them the seeds for new varieties of rice from other places. The culti- 
vated area under rice has also greatly increased of late years, owing 
to the closing of the indigo factories, and the silting-up of the Mari 
.Padmd and other watercourses. In former times, the indigo planters 
cut a number of small watercourses {khdls) from the Nasibshdhi 
marshes to the river Chandnd. These have now become partially 
filled up, and many thousands of acres have thus been reclaimed. 
The following is a list of the principal of such khdls cut by the 
indigo planters : — (i) Ratandi'ghil Khdl, in the norUi west of the Dis- 
trict, running under village Ratandfghd. (2) MadddjDur Khdl, run- 
ning under the village of the same name in tl north- west of Farfdpur. 
(3) Napdrd Khdl, also in the north-wesUof the District, takes its 
name from the village near which it runs. (4) Ilahar])ur Khdl and 
Tetulid Khdl, also in the north-west of the District, run alongside the 
villages from which they take their names. (5) Rdiimr Khdl, near 
village Raipur, in the west of the District, (6) Matldkhdl, runs 
under the village of the same name in the west of the District. (7) 
Singdr Khdl, also in the western j)art of Farfdpuf, j)asscs a little 
below the village of Betangd. (8) Ldnjdna Khdl, runs under village 
Ldnjdnd, in the west of the District ; and (9) Chaltd Taldr Khdl, 
situated in the south-wcdl of the District. These watercourses 
have done much towards draining the marshes, and have enabled 
a considerable portion of them to be brought under profitable 
cultivation. Rice has always been the staple i)roduct .of the 
District, and has in no locality been introduced as a substitute for 
inferior cereals. * 

The cft'HER Cereal Crops of Faridpur Distric]; are the following: — 
Wheat {goham)y sown broadcast on moist land in November and De- 
cember, and reaped in March or April. Barley (yh/'), grown on the 
same description of land, and sown and reaped at the same seasons 
as wheat. It is not, however, an articile of general or eveil ordinary 
consumption. Oats (yh/), sown on high land in Qctober, and reaped 
in February. Indian-corn (phuUd\ sown on high dry land in J une, 
and cut in September. Thc^. e is but very little cultivations of two 
last-named cereals in the District, indeed on^ one or two gjirdens in 
the Civil Station contain small palcijes of land growing these crops. 
Two or three varieties of millet are also raised, but they are only 
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consumed by the lower classes in seasons of scarcity, when the rice 
crop fails, as a cheap substitute for that universal staff of life. ^ 
Pulse C^ops. — Maskahii (Phascolus radiatus) is extensively culti- 
vated throughout the District, by sowings on lands just emerging- 
from the inundation in September or October, the seed being simply 
scattered over tlic soft ground before it dries. This crop, which is 
always a most luxuriant one, is gathered at the end of December . 
or beginning of January, when it is readily bought up in the local 
markets for export to Calcutta and other places. "J'he new grain is 
generally sold at from 2S. 8d. to 3s. 4(1, a hundredweight. 
(Phaseolus inungo) is of three varieties — (yellow) and* 
(white), and All three varieties are sown in highland, 

but they have different seasons for sowing and cutting. The best 
species, the .w/d mug^ is sown in August or September, and gathered 
in November or Decembe:. This pulse is a wholesome, nourishing, 
and an easily digestible article of diet. It is sometimes eaten raw 
(previously softened by stee})ing in water), with sugar, as a morning 
repast after bathing. Price Ironi 6s. 8d. to 8s. 2d. a hundredweight. 
Matar or ])C‘aS '(Pisum sativum). The variety of pea with which the 
peojdc of Farfdpiir l.)istrict are most hirniliar, and which they culti- 
vate extensively in the cold season, is the da'i nuifar^ a dwarfspccies 
of the common pea : sown broadcast (ui fields lightly ])longhed, and 
from which the rice cio]) has been just rea|)ed, in Nov. or Dec., 

, and cut in Jan. or Feb. The pea is havd, almost like duck-shot ; 
in fact, is soinelimcs actually so employed. It is fre(]uently eaten 
parched, and, wiien boiled, occasionally forms a meal by itself, in 
lieu of, rice, for the poorer labourers. Its price is from 3s. to 
4s. a hundredweight. Ar/iar or Jiarar (Cytisus enjan), sown in 
high land along the borders of fields and gardens in the early rains 
about April and May, and cut at the end of the cold weather in 
February or Marcli. 'Fhe average inicc of the pulse is from 5s. 4d. 
to 6s. 8d. a hundredweight. Khcsari (Lalhyrus sativus) ; this is a very 
common grain, and is extensively grown, both as a quick-growing 
fodder foi* the cattle and as ar inferior pulse for the poorer classes. 
The crop is cultivated in the same way as peas, sown on low land in 
October or November, and cut in February or March. Khesdri in 
some places has the reputation of being a poisonous lentil, but no 
injurious effects from its use are noticeable in Fandpur. Average 
market price from 2s. 'to 2s. Sd. a Ihundredweight. Thikri kaidi 
(Dplichos pilosus), a grain much resembling khesdri^ is sown on high 
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land in May or June, and cut in August, September, or October. 
^fusuri (E!-vum lens) is extensively cultivated as a cold-weather crop, 
being sown on high lands in November or December^ and cut in 
March or April. The pulse is light, easy of digestion, and forms a 
favourite article of food with all classes. But or gram (Ciccr arie- 
tiniim), sown in high land in November or December, and gathered 
in ]\I;irch or April. Gram is not much cultivated in Farfdpur, and 
has a comparatively limited consiimj'tion in the District. It is eaten 
either parclied or softened in water, with coarse sugar or molasses 
and ginger. As food it is said to be strengthening, although rather 
difficult of digestion. Average market 2)rice from 4s. to 5s. 4d. a 
hundredweight. Sifn or beans ; three varieties of beans are com- 
monly met with, viz., one with flat pods frem two to four inches long 
and half an inch broad ; one round and i’ ’ led, of a blackish green 
colour, and another similar to the last, bmcvith the pods of a blackish 
purple ; these varieties are called respectively sadd sim, kd/d sim^ and 
Idl sim : all sown daring the rains, but flower and pod in the cold 
weatlicr. Makhau sun (Canavalia gladiata) is another bean : a per* 
ennial twiner, with a large, flat, sword-shn])ed pod, •from six inches 
to a foot in lengtli, and about an inch broad. It is sown solitarily 
under trees, up which it climbs. (As T am no botanist, 1 trust for 
the sciontihe names to the official rcjiorts. ] 

'FunKiiS . — Gol dhij or potato (Solanuni tuberosum), is not much 
grown in the District, buf unported potatoes from Dacca are always 
to be obtained in the bazar. I'hey are eaten boiled, roasted, fried, 
and also cut up and cooked as an ingredient in many native curries 
and dishes. ATithd diu, or sweet potato (Convolvulus biyiatus), is 
the long, red, tuberous, underground stem of the plant, which has a 
sweetish taste, and a peculiar pleasant flavour. I'he plant is usually 
multiplfed from cuttings of the parent stem, jvhich are inserted in 
ridges in May or June. The tubers become ripe at the beginning of 
the cold season ; it is eaten like ordinary potatoes, and sometimes 
also raw. Chnprt din and gardn din, or yam (l)ioscorca globosa 
and Dioscorea rubella). Only two wirielm'.s of yams arelmet with — 
one long and cylindrical, the other of a round fjrm, and both occa- 
sionally employed for culinary jiurposes. They are fleshy and 
farinaceous, and may be used as excellent substitutes fo» potato 
towards the close of the rajns, when they^comc to perfljetion, and 
the latter vegetable is scarce. Mdnkachu is the well-known, large, 
tender rhizome of Arum indicura. When cooked, it is both nutrkive 
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and wholesome, and is in great demand among all classes of the 
people. (P/(Arum campanulatum) ; the globular undergi'ound stenj 
of this plants is also now and then used for food. 

Oil Seeds. — 7/7(Sessamum orientale), is of two kinds—///, sown 
on low land in August or September, and cut in November and 
December ; and D 7 Va //7, sown on high land in February or March, 
and cut in June or July This plant is cultivated all over the Dis- 
trict for the seed, as well as for the oil obtained from it, both of 
which are in much request. The oil, when pure, is sweetish, and 
will keep for months without change or turning rancid. Two varie- 
ties of mustard seed are grown in the District, viz., the ordinary 
black mustard, safis/nr (Scnapis nigra), and rdi (Senapis ramosa). 
Both sorts are sown about October or November,, but one variety 
ripens earliest, and is gathered in January or February, while the 
other is gathered in Marcln Of the two sorts, rdi has a larger grain, 
and yields the most and best oil, three hundredweights of seed 
usually giving one hundredweight of oil ; while from the other sort 
it takes four hundredweight of seed to express one hundredweight 
of oil. The price of mustard-oil varies, according to the season, 
from ;^i, 1 8s. to ^£2, iis. per ewt, and the seed from 8s. 2d. to 
13s. 4d. per cwt., according to quality. Both seed and oil are exten- 
sively consumed for a variety of ])urposes. Af( 7 si//d^ or linseed 
(Linum usitatissimum), is sown on high land in October or Novem- 
ber, and cut in February or March. Bhcrcrndd^ or castor-oil (Ricinis 
communis), is sown on high land in April or May, and cut in 
January or February. 

Firre^^. — Koshtd, or jute (Corchorus olitorius), sown on high land 
in March and April, and cut in July, August, or September. Mes/ita 
(Hibiscus cannabinus), sown on high land in March or April, and 
cut in July, August, or September. [See “ Dacca District.”] "Son, or 
hemp), is of two species — namely, hdghd son, planted in high land 
in April, May, or June, and cut in July, August, and September; 
and phnl son, planted in high land in October and November, and 
cut in FebAiary, March, or Aprl. 

Other Crops. — Sugar-cane, — Akh, or sugar-cane (Saccharum 
officinarum). Four species of sugar-cane are cultivated in Farfdpur, 
viz., kdjid, dhal sundar, kitai/d, and cJmnid, The two first varieties * 
are sown pn high, and the two last on low lying land ; but all are 
planted and cut at the same seasons, being sown in January or 
February, and cuf in February or March of the following year. 



date-palm and indigo cultivation 309 

Sugar-cane is largely cultivated in Fandpiir, and its produce forms 
fin important article of District trade. No attempt seems to have 
as yet been made to introduce any of the superior varieties of cane, 
and it is doubtful whether any innovation, either as regards the old 
plant, or the present modes of culture, would prove acceptable to 
the cultivators. Tlie only manure used in the cultivation of sugar- 
cane is cow-dung. This is spread over the field during the rains 
preceding the cultivation, after which the land is allowed to remain 
fallow till sowing-time. 1'he crop is never grown on the same field 
for two successive years, and requires careful ploughing and pulveri- 
sation of the soil before the young shoots are put into the ground. 
During the growth of the plant, the only care required is to tie or 
roll up from time to time the growing stalks with their own leaves, 
and sometimes to pick out a species d . va:, whicli drills into the 
young cane, and does great tlamagc» if not timely guarded against. 
A descrii)tion of the i)roccss of extracting the juice, boiling, and 
refining, will be found on a subsequent page. 

Thc Da^te-Falm or Kuejur-Trek (Fhamix sylvestris) is very 
largely cultivated in Faridpur, and the sugar produced from the juice 
of the tree forms the most important article of export from the Dis- 
trict. The trees are generally planted along the raised boundaries of 
fields, and throughout the village sites, about eight or nine feet apart, 
and as a rule are allowed^ to grow on tlie spot where they arc first 
sown. But if the ground be low, and subject to inundation for any 
length of time, the seedlings arc first ])roi)agatcd in a nursery. They 
are transplanted from the nursery during the months of May and 
June, or soon after the commencement of the rains, a certaiii degree 
of moisture being absolutely necessary to e«isure their flourishing in 
the nev^site chosen for them. The natives generally jirefer a deep, 
rich clay soil for date cultivation, if possible wtll aliove inundation 
limits. An account of the process of extracting the juice from the 
trees, and its manufacture into sugar, will be given on a subsequent 
page. [See also my “ Account of jessor DislricU”] « 

NIl or Indigo is planted on liigh*lands, or those which are only 
inundated at the height of the rains, or are jirdtectcd by einba.tk*- 
ments. There arc two scrysons for sowing indigo, one at tlu^ close 
of the rainy season, called th^c “ October sowing,” and* one at the 
commencement of the hot Veathcr, called the Spring sowing.” 
Spring sowings are preferred in Faridpnr District. Even where lands 
have been sown as an experiment in October, they are sometfmes 
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broken up and re-sown in April for spring produce, without a fair 
trial having been given to the October plant, so highly, are thi 
chances of a good spring crop prized. Indigo cultivation is not 
popular with the peasantry, and since the indigo disturbances of 
i860, of which I have given a brief description in my “ Statistical 
Account of Nadiy:t District,’' the cultivation and manufacture of the 
dye has almost ceased. All the large factories in Farfdpur District 
are now closed. 

Safflower or Kusum (Carthamus tinctorius) is grown to a con- 
siderable extent in the District, and the following particulars regard- 
ing its cultivation, (S:c., are quoted from Colonel Gastrell's Revenue 
Survey Rcj>ort : — The cultivation of safflower is on the increase in 
Faridpur. Tlie land generally chosen for this plant is the rich light 
soil near the banks of tlie large rivers or on ihc islands. The seed 
is sown in October, and the flowers gathered in April following ; six 
or eight good plough ings are needed before the seed is put in the 
ground. Rape seed is generally sowm clown with the safflower, and 
occasionally in Karidpur bearded wheat. The fields rcipiirc to be 
kept clear of weeds, and the earth round the roots of the plants to 
,l)e occasionally loosened. 'Fhe crop is a very exhausting one, and 
if manure be not available, it is usual to alternate it with oil-seeds or 
rice. After the safflower crop lias been gathered in, the ground is 
often ))loughed iq) immediately, and j)repared to be sown with 
rice. One acre of safflower cultivation requires about sixty pounds 
of seed, valued at 3s. gd. to 5s. 7.UI., and yields from sixty-six to 
seventy-eight ])ounds of dried flowers, worth from 7s. tO;^'i, 19s. 
It also produces from eleven to thirteen hundredweights of seed, 
from which a coarse lamp-oil is expressed by heat, representing a 
money value of about i8s.” IVices have now risen (1873).^ 

Tobacco is only sparingly grown in small patches round the home- 
steads by the cultivators ; but the leaf, although w^ell-formed, and the 
out-turn pretty fair as regards quantity, is very weak, owing probably 
to the too, humid .charaefer of the soil and climate; and this is 
perhaps wffly cultivation is not*’ carried on on a large scale. The 
little tobacco raised is never brought to market, being principally 
kept for home consumption by mixing it with the superior imported 
sorts. Vhe^mode of cultivation is not different from that followed 
elsewhere.* There, is on(y one form in which the weed is used for 
smoking, namely, that commonly known as ^uruk tdmdk^ or cake 
tobacco, prepared by mincing the dry leaves, previously chopped fine 
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with a (idOf or reduced to powder in an nkli (wooden pestle and 
i^ortar), with gur, and then kneading the whole well with the hand 
into a hard paste. A few spices are sometimes added to give it 
an agreeable scent. Although at present a comparatively insigni- 
ficant product in Bengal, 1 am inclined to believe, from personal 
inquiry and observation, that tobacco will yet become an important 
crop. Cheroots are not made in the District. The apparatus for 
smoking is the same as elsewhere. A little tobacco leaf is some- 
times chewed by old women with pdn^ and a little is also consumed 
as snuff, but not much. 

Charas, and Ganja (Cannabis indica). — This intoxicat- 
ing drug is used in two forms in the District, vi*z., cither as bluing 
or sii/dhi, consisting of the dried upper leaves and the loose panicles 
without the stalks, which the natives colk during the rains while 
the plant is in llower, it growing (jigte in the waste places in 
the villages ; or its dried clustered raceme, which is always 

imported and sold under Government license. Of these, ganjd and 
c/ianu are smoked for intoxicating i)urposcs, sidJhi being chiclly 
employed medicinally. * 

Ban or Bk;i el Leak (Piper betel) is grown on .high land. The 
creeper is planted in the months of Pebruary, March, and April, the 
leaves being gathered at all seasons of the year as soon as the plant 
has arrived at maturity, which is usually about ii twelvemonth after 
it has been sown. Pan is cultivated in a sort of greenhouse, known 
as a pan baraj, a garden patch, enclosed on all sides and also at the 
top with a reed thatch, to protect the plant from the sun. These pan 
gardens or houses are scattered all over the District, and sfiveral of 
them sometimes close together. Besides rcy^piiring shading from too 
much sun, the plant needs other careful nurture, which the bdrnis, 
the caste who cultivate the pan, alone undcrsrtand how to bestow 
upon it. The soil of an elevated spot is essential, and it must be 
well drained and kept constantly manured, the best manure for the 
purpose being old k/iol (mustard oil-caj^e). Idic pdfi j^roduced in 
the District is of the common kinft — no chhdchi pan being liere 
grown, although to meet the Dacca market quantities of this variety 
of leaf are raised on the o' -er side of the Padmd, just within the 
Dacca District. The leaf is universally chewed, daifbed*at first 
with a little quicklime, and ihen placing o»er it a few slices of the 
areca-nut and a small fragment of kath or khaycr ; the whole is 
afterwards folded into a flattish cone or packet with the leaf outside 
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—fan khiU—2, clove being often pierced through the upper open end 
of the cone as a pin to prevent the ingredients from' falling out. 
The lime und hath when chewed together give a deep orange 
or red colour to the cud, and thus dye the lips and tongue in the 
peculiar manner so common among the natives of this District. The 
pdn thus eaten, generally after a meal, serves as a powerful digestive 
stimulant to the stomach, while, owing to the lime it contains, it pre- 
vents any undue acidity. The chewing of the betel is also supposed 
to preserve the teeth. 

SupXri or Betel-nut Trees (Areca catechu) are cultivated 
throughout the District, every village site of any standing being 
studded \^ith these graceful palms. Colonel Gastrell in his Revenue 
Survey Report, says — ^‘They are sometimes scattered indiscriminately 
about the Villages, but are more generally planted out in regular 
plantations. Each tree yield? on an average a hundred nuts per 
annum, the value of which varies greatly. These trees thrive best 
in damp rich soil, and in places where their roots are well shaded. 
They do not appear to impoverish the land much, and admit of 
crops, of rice dr other grain being sown, and thriving on the same 
field. The natives, indeed, affirm that the trees are greatly im- 
proved, and bear more fruit, when paddy or rice is sown through- 
out the plantation. The wood of the betel is of very hard fibrous 
texture, and works up into lathes of great length, strength, and 
durability, which are largely used for flooring of boats, &c.” 

Turmeric or HaldI (Curcuma longa) is sown on very high 
land in April or May, and is cut in the following January or 
Februaiy. Ginger or add (Ammonium zingiber) is also sown on 
the same description of land, and is planted and cut at the same 
seasons as the above. 

( 

Fruit-Trees. — The following list and brief description of the 
various fruit-trees met with in Faridpur District is also condensed 
from Dr Basu’s valuable Report already alluded to. 

Mango or Am (Man^ifera indica). — This stately evergreen 
forms alone at least fifty pA* cent, of the trees grown in the 
District ; indeed the tree is so common, that there is scarcely a 
hut which is not more or less shaded under its widely extended 
foliage.^ Tiie tree blossoms about the beginning of February, and 
the fruit , generally ripeiv; by the middle of May. There are at 
least twenty varieties of the fruit in the District, varying in size, 
shape, and flavour ; but as they are all more or less infected with 
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a species of beetle, they are not used by Europeans, and indeed 
ai^ scarcely Rtted for the table. Generally speaking, the best sorts 
are the most injured by these insects ; the natives, notwith- 
standing, greedily eat them, and they are also made into dmsaUa, 
which is prepared by exposing the expressed juice of the sarcocarp 
in a thin layer on a plate or piece of cloth to the sun until quite 
dry, when it is pulled off and folded and kept for use. When 
carefully prepared and kept from damp, dmsatta preserves all the 
flavour of the fresh- mango for months. It is a wholesome pre- 
serve, and is given to the sick or convalescent as an appetiser, and 
to protnote digestion. 

Pine-Apple, dndras (Bromelia ananas). — The* pine-apple met 
with in the local markets is for the most part imported from 
Dacca or Bdkarganj. The fruit is in season in June, July, and 
August, and is eaten by the natives sltr^ 1 with a little salt, or 
steeped in rosewater and sweetened. 

Jack Ekuit, kdthdl (Artocarpus integrifolia). — This is another very 
common fruit, and perhaps the largest known in the world. A 
large jack will often weigh as much as three quarters*of a hundred- 
weight. The edible part is a thick yellow fleshy pericarp enclosing 
a large ex-albuminous seed. A collection of these, closely packed 
together on a stunted branch, and encased in a thick spiny, 
leathery integument, constitutes the entire fruit. It has a peculiar 
strong unpleasant smell, * but is nevertheless highly prized and 
largely consumed by the people. The farinaceous seeds of the 
jack form a valuable culinary article in a native household, and 
when roasted are said to be not unlike chestnuts in flavour. • 

Custard Apple, dtd and ?i 07 id (Annona^ squamosa and Annona 
reticulata). — These two fruits are very much like each other, having 
a round form with a soft skin, containing a number of seeds 
embedded in a mass of soft 'whitish flesh resembling custard. 
The dtd differs from the nond by its tubercular appearance and the 
superior delicacy of its flavour. 

Oranges, &c., ncbu, — Nebu is a g^eral* term applied to all fruits 
of the order Aurantiacce ; hence citrons, lemons, the shaddock, and 
orange are all nebus. The varieties indigenous to the District are 
the kdgchi and pdti ncbus^ the jungle nebuy and the ifdtd^i nebu 
(pumplenose). They all owa their acidity ^o citric acid pontained 
in their pulp. The first two varieties are much resorted to either 
for making sherbets with sugar or salt, or to impart an agreeable 
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acid taste to rice. The usual method is to cut the into 
three slices vertically, so as to admit of taking out the centital 
tough placenta, and then to squeeze the juice between the fingers 
into the sherbet or the dish of rice. The juice is cooling, a 
stomachic, and powerfully antiscorbutic. The pumplenose, when 
ripe, contains a cooling sub-acid juice, used more as a dessert than 
the limes are. 

Bel (^.glc marmelos). — This tree is a very common one, bearing 
a large smooth round fruit with a hard rind. The flesh of the 
ripe bel is sweet and fragrant, and is noted for its nutritive, 
astringent, and cathartic properties. The fruit is in season ^n the 
hot weatlier. 

Cocoa-nut, ndrikel (Cocos nucifera). — This is not a very common 
tree in tlie District, and besides forming an article of food, is put 
to a variety of useful piii^)oses. 

The other fruit-trees of Faridpur District may be summed up as 
follow: — Ddddfii, or country almond (Terminalia catappa), occa- 
sionally met with on the roadside, with a kernel not unlike the 
regular almond in taste and flavour. Tut, or mulberry (Moms Indica) ; 
the fruit comes in season soon after the cold weather, but is not 
much cared for. Tedrd or (Psidium ])yrifcrum); only one 

variety of this tree is met with in the District, the fruit being white, 
and in size and shai)c like an ordinary pear ; in season in July and 
August. ' Ghtildb jdm, or rose~apj)le (Eugenia jambos), and jdmriil^ 
or star-at)ide (Eugenia alba); both these trees are not imfrequently 
met with in native gardens ; the one bearing a round white fruit 
with a i»ose flavour, the other a conical fruit of the size of a small 
pear, but with a shining waxy appearance, and insipid in taste ; both 
come in season in the rains. Tarmuj^ or water-melon (Cucurbita 
citrullus), and I>kiiii, or musk -melon (Cucumis momordica); these 
fruits are found in abundance during the rains, and are eaten 
greedily, although not very wholesome. Peach (Amygdalis Persica) ; 
this tree is not altogether unknown in the District, but the fruit is 
generally watery and insipid,** and hardly worth anything. Gab 
(Embryopteris glutinifcra) ; the fruit is only eaten occasionally 
by poor persons. IVi/dyati gdb (Diospyros glutinosa) is occa- 
sionallj met with ; the fruit, which ri{)ens in August, has a rich 
crimson 4own round it, ^nd resemblest a plantain in taste ; the fmit 
is pear-shaped, wdth generally three flaltish stones in the centre. 
Pljtntains and bananas, ka/d ; the varieties commonly met with are 
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sapriy champdy chini-champd, marfdMn, rdmkaldy kanyd, bdsiy mddnd 
and biche kalS. or kantdli. The two last kinds, although the sweetest, 
are not much prized. Plantains are largely consumed, and eaten 
cither alone, or with rice and milk, much in the same way as the 
mango. Lichi (Nephellium lichi) ; pomegranate ((hirim)y and papeya 
(Carica papaya) trees, are also met with. 

Area of District : Oui -turn of Crops, &c. — The Surveyor- 
General returned the area of the District in 1871 at 1524-06 square 
miles, of which I have the details of 1506?. square miles, or 964,035 
acres. These details are as follow: — 1143*44 square miles or 
73i,8oT5 acres were returned in 1871 as actually under cultivation ; 
333 square miles or 85,120 acres as uncultivated,* but capable of 
cultivation; and 229*85 square miles or 147,109 acres as under 
jungle and water, and uncultivable. It is impossible to state ac'cu- 
ralely the comparative acreage under ^the V ' crops, but tlie 

following is an estimate of the cultivated are of the more important 
crops in 1870: — 472,313 acres were estimated as under rice cultiva- 
tion ; barley, 500 acres; wheat, 500 acres; pulses, 160,000 acres; 
oil-seeds of different kinds, such as sarishdy til, &c., ^0,000 acres ; 
jute, 20,000 acres; sugar-cane, 10,000 acres; indigo, 1500 acres. 
There are no lands in the District which are rentcc. as high as 18s., 
or even 9s. an acre. I'he yield of grain as compared with the acre- 
age is comparatively low, and tlic rates of rent are low in conse- 
quence. The best descriiftions of land in Taiidpur yield no more 
than about seven and thi'ee quarter hundredweights of di/ian jiaddy 
per acre on an average, and tlicse ai'e generally lented at an annual 
rent of 3s.' 9(1. an acre. Exce])t in the case of marsh lands, ih.s seed 
is generally intermixed with the dman, and consequently the total 
out-turn yer acre is something higher. The dus crop alone amounts 
to an average of a little over four and a third, hundreiiweights of 
paddy per acre, and the produce is generally sold at about fifty 
pounds for a shilling for the unhusked paddy. Lands which do not 
yield on an average more than six and thi*ee quarter hundredweights 
of dman paddy are rented at 3s. an ac^e per annum ; and flie lowest 
kinds of paddy land, which produce not more thg.!! five and a halt 
hundredweights per acre, were returned in 3S71 at 2s. 3d. an acre. 
These estimatca seem ratlft:r low, as it will be seen from tin? state- 
ment of rents given on a sc .^sequent page^hat in very m^ny cases 
rice land rents as high as 7s. 6d. an acre, and very' seldom falls 
below 3s. an acre per annum. 'i'he paddy grown on all fhe 
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three kinds of land mentioned above is the same both in kind and 
quality, and towards the end of 1870 was selling (unhusked) atithe 
rate of fety-three to forty-five pounds for a shilling.^ In almost all 
paddy lands, other cereals and different kinds of pulses are grown. 
Sometimes these are sown after the harvest, and sometimes before it. 
The cereals and j)iilses thus grown as a second crop are mentioned 
below, with the approximate yield per acre, and their prices 
as they stood at the end of 1870: — (i) Musuri^ average yield 
four and a third hundredweights per acre, worth 4s. 8d. a hun- 
dredweight. (2) Matar (peas), average yield about six and three 
quarter hundredweights, worth from 4s. to 4s. 8d. a hundredweight. 
(3) average yield three and a third to four and a third hun- 

dredweights per acre, worth about 6s. 8d. a hundredweight. (4) 
average yield five and a half hundredweights per’ acre, 
worth about 2s. 8d. a hundredweight, (r ) Khesdrt^ average yield 
seven and three quarter hundredweights per acre, worth about is. 8d. 
a hundredweight. (6) Sarishd^ average yield two and a quarter hun- 
dredweights per acre, worth about 8s. a hundredweight. (7) Rdi^ 
average yield*’ two and a quarter hundredweights per acre, worth 
about the same price. (8) But (gram), average yield four and a 
third hundredweights per acre, worth about 3s. 4d. a hundredweight^ 
(9) yab (barley), average yield eight and three quarter hundred- 
weights per acre, worth about is. 4d. jier hundredweight. (lo) 
Goham (wheat), average yield six and three quarter hundredweights 
per acre, worth about 8s. a hundredweight. (11) Chitid^ average 
yield six and three quarter hundredweights per acre,* worth about 2s. 
per hundredweight. (12) Mashtd, average yield four and a third 
hundred v/eights per acre, worth about ,5s. 4d. a hundredweight. (13) 
Chhoia piydj (small onions), average yield twenty-six hundredweights 
per acre, worth about 2s. 8d. per hundredweight. (14) Bara piydj 
(large onions), average yield fifty-four hundredweights per acre, worth 
about lod. a hundredweight. On the whole, the Collector is of 
opinion that a fair profit from an acre of rice land rented at 3 s. 9d. 
an acre is about los. a ‘year; and estimates that of an acre 
rented at 3s. at about i8s. per annum, after allowing for all costs of 
cultivation, including the value of the peasant's own labour. The 
total weiglK of the crops produced during the year depends upon 
the sort ^f second crop, which the cultivator plants in his fields. 

No Returns exist in the Collectorate Records showing the rates 
of ‘rent in the different Fiscal Divisions in olden times, but at the 
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present day the lands of the District, with the various rates of rent 
ass^sed upon* each, may be classified as follows: — (i) Hds/u, or 
homestead lands, on which the villagers' houses are built ; ]»ent from 
6s. to 7s. fid. an acre. (2) Bdgichd^ or garden land, generally situ- 
ated around the homesteads ; rent from 5s. 3d. to 5s. 7-Jd. an acre. 
(3) or sugar-cane land ; rent from 4s. io}d. to 5s. 3d. an 

acre. (4) Sani, or straw land ; rent from 4s. id. to 4s. fid. an acre. 
(5) Fdfi land ; rent from 7s. fid. to 9s. an acre. (6) Superior rice 
land ; rent 3s. 9d. an acre. (7) Second quality rice land ; rent, 3s. 
an acre. (8) Third quality rice land ; rent 2s. 3d. an acre. More 
exact details of the rates of rent for different sorts of land will be 
given, pargand by pargandy on a subsequent page. 

Condition of the Peasantry. — A farm of thirty-three acres or 
upwards would be considered a very large holding for a peasant in 
Faridpur District ; and one of three and a*hpT acres a very small 
one. A fair-sized holding for an ordinary pc ,ant would be a farm 
of about ten or twelve acres, but including, in addition to his 
rice fields, a certain quantity of garden and other descriptions of land 
for growing higher kinds of crops. A cultivator is cornsidcred to be 
in fair circumstances when the necessaries of life can be supplied 
from the produce of his own fields. An ordinary pair of oxen can- 
not cultivate more than five acres of land ; an unusually stout and 
healthy pair might be able to cultivate between six and seven acres 
of land throughout the wholb year, but certainly not more. A farm 
of five acres in extent does not make its holder so well off as a re- 
spectable retail shopkeeper, but a holding of this size which included 
a patch of sugar-cane land w^ould render a cultivator better ofif than 
a money payment of sixteen shillings a month. About ten or twelve 
years ago the cultivating class was generally in*debt, but the enhanced 
prices of Ace, sugar-cane, and in short in all the, necessaries of life 
produced in Faridpur, have so far improved their position that more 
than half of them have cleared off their old debts, and are now in 
comparatively easy circumstances. The Collector of the District is 
of opinion that about one sixth of the whole*cultivating cla§s is still 
in debt. 

Different Classes of Cultivators. — It is difficult to state the 
proportions of the different dasses of tenants in Farfdpur, <hat*is to 
say, the number of those whc. ’^pld their land^with a Right Occu- 
pancy, and of those who are not liable to enhancement of rent, as 
compared with those who are mere tcnanls-at-will. The same m2m 
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may have a Right of Occupancy to his homestead, or certain oi 

land, and yet be a mere tenant-at-will with regard to sohe other jjjt 

of land which he may hold as a Non-Resident or cultivate 

K/ni(ikiis/if, or Resident husbandmen, are mostly tenants with Ocd 
pancy rights with respect to the land on which they dwell, and ai 
sometimes mirdshdars or holders of long standing on a fixed renta 
Very few KJiudkasht, or Resident cultivators, are tenants-al-will wit. 
respect to their homestead lands, and indeed the proportion of cul 
tivators who hold^ven their farm lands as mere tenants-at-will is saic 
to be not more than thirteen per cent of the whole. The great bull 
of the cultivating class in Faridput, or about seventy-five per cent, o; 
the whole, are .acknowledged to possess Occupancy Rights defined 
by the provisions of Act X. of 1859. The higher class of hus' 
bandmen who hold their lands permanently, and at a fixed rent not 
liable to enhancement by the superior landlord, and acknowledged and 
registered as such under the provisions of the same Act, amount to 
about twelve per cent, of the whole. There are very few cases in 
Fan'dpur of small proprietors who own, occupy, and cultivate their 
hereditary lands without cither a superior landlord above them or a 
sub-holder or labourer of any sort under them. Tiie Collector states 
that the number of such holders in the District is not supposed to 
exceed ten or fifteen. During the ten years (i 860-70) in which the 
Land Law (Act X. of 1859) has been in operation in Farfdpur, forty- 
nine tenants have established Rights Of Occujiancy in Court, and 
eighty-two have established their rights to hold their land in per- 
petuity without enhancement of rent. An average husbandman can 
comfonably support a middling-sized household, consisting of five 
members, on about per month. 

The Domestic Animals of the District consist of cows, buffaloes, 
horses, sheep, goats, dogs, cats, pigs, fowls, ducks, &c. Oxen are 
used for agricultural purposes ; also buffaloes, but not so commonly. 
Sheep, goats, ]ngs, fowls, and ducks, &c., are bred for food, as well 
as for purposes of trade. The common domestic fowl is largely 
reared hi the Dikrict by the Muhummadans, who constitute almost 
three fifths of the population ; it is bred both for local consumption 
and for export to Calcutta. For the most part, the Musalmdn 
women attend to the management of die poultry-yard. No house- 
hold o<j a Muhammadan can be said to be complete without its pair 
or two of sitting hens with a large cock or two, and generally a 
fair stock of their progeny. In many houses a small separate 
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hut, thickly staked with long bamboo pegs outside to prevent depre- 
dations Iron fackals and other wild animals, is specially provided fo. 
the accommodation of the poultry. In others, however, where no 
such provision is made, the poultry either share the same room with 
its human inmates, or they find shelter in the cow-shed. They 
wander free all day, and it is of course an understood thing that they 
must pick up their own food as best they may from what they can 
get about the house ; excepting the )'^oung brood or the hen sitting on 
the egg, for which some rice or other suitable food has to be allowed. 
Most of the poultry thus reared is intended for the market. A few 
stray q^iails are occasionally seen. 

The price of an average cow is from to ^os., and of an 
average pair of oxen from to ^(^4. Buffaloes are of two kinds in 
Farfdpur, namely, hangar and kasar. A pair of female buffaloes of 
the hangar class sells from ^5 to jQb, and ^ pair of male buffaloes of 
the same class at to ^3, los. A pair t /emale kasar buffiloes 
is worth from jQio to ^12, los., and a pair of males from ^4 to 
jQft. The hangar buffalo is timid and inoffensive, and used in 
drawing carts and ploughing. The kasar Iniffalo ii> of powerful 
make, and very ferocious. A score of sheep costs about ; a score 
of female kids, six months old, jCi, los, ; a score cf male kids, six 
months old, JQa \ ^ score of full-grown pigs, from ^'14 to 

1’tie AcKicui/ruRAL Imsu.kmf.nts in use in Farfdpur are very 
nearly the same as those# in other parts of Bengal, and consist 
of a ndngal or ])lough, mai or clod-breaker, ndngld or rake, koddh or 
hoe, and kdchi or sickle. To prepare land for the seed, the field 
is ploughed in furrows both lengthwise and across, until the ^surface 
is pretty well broken. The mai\s then drawn over the field, generally 
by four oxen, with two men standing upon •it to give it weight, in 
order to break the clods turned up by the plough^ ami to smooth the 
land. The mai is made of two parallel pieces of bamboo joined 
together by cross bars, and resembles a ladder. After the land is 
thoroughly broken and made loose, the field is again ploughed 
into furrows. The seeds are then ^wn •broadest, and -the is 
once more dragged over the land to cover the earth over the 
seed. The nd?igld is a kind of rake with wooden teeth. After the 
plants have grown to a certain height, the land is harrowed with this 
implement, the object being to destroy the weeds. In some pans of 
Bengal, this instrument is calUd bidd. Tfie kdchi or sickie is also 
used for weeding, besides reaping when the crop has reached 
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maturity. The koddli or lioe is used in clearing jungly lands when 
brought under cultivation for the first time, or which have been 
allowed tp lie fallow for a length of years. The cattle and imple- 
ments ordinarily required to cultivate what is technically known as 

one plough of land, or about five acres, are one pair of oxen, and 
one of each of the implements enumerated above, representing a 
capital of about ^4, los. [Information on this head not precise. — 
W. W. H.] 

Wages and Prices. — Wages have doubled within the last fifteen 
years. The present wages of day-labourers and artisans, compared 
with fifteen years ago, are as follow: — In 1855, day-labourers/carned 
from 2]d. to 3dv per diem ; in 1870, they received from 4^d. to 6d, 
Smiths received from 14s. to per mensem in 1855 ; in 1870, they 
earned from ;^i, 4s. to ;;^i, ios% per month. A bricklayer’s wages, 
which amounted from los. to 12s. per month in 1855, increased to 
from to 4s. per month in 1870. Carpenters, who received 
from I2S. to 1 6s. a month in 1855, earned from to ;^t, 4s. in 1870. 
Properly speaking, there is no class in Farfdpur who habitually follow 
the occupatioD of agricultural day-labourers. An extract from the 
“ History and Statistics of the Dacca Division ” (Fandpur Section, 
p. 197), fully explains the system pursued in this District for obtain- 
ing assistance in tillage : — In ploughing and weeding, a cultivator 
has generally to procure extra hands ; for this, however, no payment 
is tendered, as the person so assisted repays the debt by working 
himself for those who helped him. This system of mutual assistance 
is known in this District as or Sometimes a certain num- 

ber of ploughs are engaged and paid for at the rate of six or eight 
ploughs for the rupee. But this is not usually the case. Those who 
do not labour at the plough themselves, such as the jotddrsy or hus- 
bandmen of the better class, employ this kind of labour, ok else hire 
farm-servants, who are paid by monthly wages. There is another 
way in which agricultural labour is obtained in this District. A man 
supplies a plough and the bullocks to draw it ; another man works 
with them. The emplv>yer <^ets sixteen days’ work in a month, 
and the workman fourteen days for himself. In this way field labour 
is obtained without the actual payment of wages. The reaping is 
generajly dpne by labourers, who are i^aid out of the produce of the 
field reaped. The general agreement seems to be that the labourer 
takes for himself one bundle out of every five or six reaped by him. 
Tlv? cost of reaping, calculated at this allowance, is something more 
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than a shilling a man per diem, and the consequence is. tha; at 
tke harvest season almost all labourers abscond from their usual work 
to find employment as reapers.” The rate of wages at fiarvcst-time 
seems to be somewhat overstated in the above extract, and the designa- 
tion of ** farm-servant ” must not be understood in its English sense. 
Here he is a servant for all sorts of household work, and when his 
services arc not recpiired in the field, he repairs his employer’s house, 
plies his boat, and assists him in various other capacities. At the 
present day he is generally paid money wages at the rate of 5s. per 
mensem, besides his food. Formerly he used to receive 2s. 6d, a 
raontlT besides his meals. Another mode of getting assistance for 
agricultural jmrposcs was sometimes resorted to. When a cultivator 
required extra hands for ploughing or Avecdlng, he had only to jwomise 
a good dinner, and he was sure of getting as many men as he needed. 
I'his system, however, has fallen into di^# , as the return on the 
labour thus obtained hardly compensated f the cxi)enses incurred in 
])rovicl ing a substantial dinner. Such lal)ourcrs are called /liyard pairdd. 

Pricks of Produce. — Food grains liavc also increased in price 
during the last ten years. In i860 the best variety t)f cleaned rice 
sold at 3s. 4d. a hundredweight ; in 1870 its price was 4s. a 
hundredweight. Common rice, such as that used by labourers 
and the poorer classes, sold at 2s. 8d. a hundredweight in i860, 
and 3s. 4d. a hundredweight in 1870. The best unshelled rice or 
paddy sold at 2s. 8d. a hifndredweight in i860, and in 1870 it was 
selling at the same rate. The coarser quality of unshelled rice sold 
at 2S. 4d. a hundredweight in i860, but in 1870 it was returned at 
2s. 2jd. a hundredweight. The maximum price for rice ami paddy 
during the famine of 1865-66 w^as as follows: — Best cleaned rice, 

1 2S. 3d. a hundredweight ; common cleaned rice, los. iid. a hun- 
dredweight ; best unhusked rice, 6s. i^d. a hwndred weight ; com- 
mon unhusked rice, 5s. 5 Id. a hundredweight. Other products now 
sell as follow: — Unshelled barley sells from is. 4d. to is. 6d. a 
hundredweight, and when husked and reduced to powder, at 8s. 2d. 
a hundredweight. Indigo is not solcPint he District ; the little that 
is manufactured is exported to Calcutta. Molasses extracted from 
the juice of the date-tree is sold at los. iid. a hundredweight. The 
best kind of sugar manufac'Iured from sugar-cane is sold 19!;. id. a 
hundredweight, and the inferior kind at i6s. a hundredw eight. The 
following price list of the remaining principal products is^ liiiven from 
page 207 of the ^Hlistory and Statistics of the Dacca Division,’^'?ind 
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refers to the year 1867 : — Linseed, from 6s. 92^* 7^* ^ hun- 

dredweight; turmeric, 12s. 3d. a hundredweight; capsicums, 13s. 4Q. 
a hundredvfeight ; tobacco, first quality, 13s. 7|d. a hundredweight; 
tobacco, inferior, 8s. 2d. a hundredweight ; cotton, ;^3 to ^3, 
2S. 8d. a hundredweight; cocoa-nuts, ^^3, los. per hundred; oil- 
cake, r.s. 4d. a hundredweight ; ,g/// or clarified butter, £2, t 4S. 7d. 
to ^3 a hundredweight. 'I'lie prices of jiulscs and country spirits 
have been already giv’en on a previous page. 

Wetciits and ]\Tea.sures. — U nhusked rice or paddy is sold 
wholesale according to the following measure ; the English 
equivalents being also given : — 1 kac/id scr^- i lb. 8 oz. lofjJ dr,; 
ioscr--\ ddld-^^ lb. 6 oz. 13 J dr.; 2 dd/d i kdtd -i qr. 2 lb. 
13 oz. II 7 dr.; 20 kd/d i sa/t- 5 cwt. 2 qr. i lb. 2 oz. 4! dr.; 20 
sa/t - I d^nti ■ 5 tons 10 cwl. o qr. 22 lb. 13 oz. iij dr. It is the 
husbandmen alone who ^ell paddy and all sorts of pulses by the 
above standard. Rice is sold by the shopkeejiers and merchants 
according to the following measure, which is the standard through- 
out Bengal : — i ch/iafdk or 5 D/d 2 oz. o:!r dr.; 4 chhaidk i 

dod'^S oz. 3:;'.; dr.; 4 /od - 1 se/ 2 lb. o oz. 14:!^ dr.; 5 srr -■ 1 
d>asuri - 10 lb. 4 oz. 9 1 dr.; 8 pasiiri 1 7min or inaund - 82 lb. 

4 oz. 9I dr. Oil, tobacco, salt, different kinds of pulses, in short, 
all articles except rice, arc sold by the shopkeepers according to the 
following measure: — i kdcJid cJihatdJz or 3J told- i oz. 85 J dr.; 4 
r/i/iatdk- 1 pod 6 oz. 2':/: dr.; 4 pod^^ser-i lb. 8 oz. 10:!-^ dr.; 

5 ser~ i pasuri-^ lb. ii oz. 6 !: dr.; 8 pasuri \ num 61 lb. 
II oz. dr. Gold and silver measure is as follows: — 12 mdshd- 
I rati^T^\\ gr.; 6 raii=\ dnd=ri\ gr.; 16 dnd~\ /^>A?-i8ogr. 
Cloth measure : — 8 angg/li, or thumb-breadths -- 1 miishti ~ 6 inches ; 

3 fnnsh/i i hdUi or cubit 18 inches. 

Lineal distances tire in this District measured by the time they 
occupy in travelling. The kos, the common measure in other parts 
of Bengal, is unknown here. Time measure: — 60 bipal^ i pal~\ 
of a minute ; 60 pnl - i dnnda— % of an hour ; 7J danda- i p 7 ‘ahar 
- 3 hours; 8 prahar ^ i day of 24 hours. The bighd is the local 
land measure in one ])art of the District, and the pdki in another ; 
but these measures with their component parts vary very greatly 
in different *Fiscal Divisions, as the following statement will show ; 
the EnglNh equivalents for each measure is also g;iven : — (i) In 
Hdvilf Division the measure is as follow :--rc/tbatdk i yard 6 

feet 39 inches ; 4 chhaidk - i dhm -- 6 yards 7 feet 12 inches ; 20 dhur 
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V- I kdthd ^135 yds. 6 ft. 96 in. ; 20 kdfhd - i lEi:;/id -2714! yrls. {?C In 
lidkimpur I'iscal Division tlie following land measure is eurrent : — i 
chhatdk - i yard 6 feet 9 inches; 4 chhatdk-- i dhur 6 fards 6 feet 
36 inches; 20 dhar— i kd/kd~ 133 yards 8 feet , 20 kdf/nT- i kig/id 
^ 26^8 yds. (3) Sherdid Fiscal Division: — i iTikafdk^ t yd. 6ft. 105 
inches; 4 chkatdk i dlifir 6yards 8fcct i32inches; 2od/iur 1 kdikd 
^ 139 yards 7 feet 48 inches; 20 kdthd - 1 bighd 2796] yards. 
(4) Niiriillapur Fiscal Division : — 1 chhatdk - i yard 6 feet 37 
indies; 4 chhatdk - i dhur 6 yard: 7 feel 4 inches ; 20 dhur 
I kdthd - 135 yards 5 feet 80 inches; 20 kdthd - i - 2712?. 

yards. (5) Kasimnagar Fiscal Division : — chhatdk 2 yard .s 2 feet 

31 inches; 4 chhatdk t dhar 8 yards S feef 124 inches; 20 
dhur = 1 kdthd 179 yards 6 feel 32 inrhes ; 20 kdthd 1 k/i^d^d 

- 3594 yards. (6) \fnhabl)atpiir Fiscal DJ^ision; — j chhatdk 

8 feel 76 indies; ^chhatdk ^ i dhur * irds 7 feet j 6 inches; 
20 d/utf‘ — I kdthd 75 yards 7 feet 32 inches ; 20 kdthd 1 

- 1516 yard.s. (7) Tel/luUi Fiscal Division: — 1 chhatdk - 

I yard 5 feet 9 inches ; 4 chhatdk ^ 1 dhur - 6 yards 2 feet 36 
inches; 20 dhur i Jedthd - 125 yards; 20 hath a - i b}c;hd -- 
2500 yards. (8) Miikiinjair Fiscal Division : — 1 chhatdk t yard 
5 feet 99 inches ; 4 chhatdk 1 dhur -- 6 yards 4 feet loS inches ; 
20 dhur - 1 kdthd -- \ 30 yards 5 feet ; 20 kdthd 1 tdi^dcd - 

261 tJ yards. (9) Jalalpm*, Char iMukiindi.i, P:it])asar, Khotakpur 
and Jjaulor Fi.scal Divisions: — 1 chhatdk 2 yards i foot 19 
inches ; 4 chhatdk i dhur 8 yards 4 feel 76 inches ; 20 dhur 

- I kdthd - 170 y.ards o feel 80 inches ; 20 kdthd i b/^hd 
3401] yards. In the h'iscal Divisions where the is the .Standard 
of mea.surement, the same difference exists in different localities. 
(10) In yie Fiscal Divisions of Shajapur, Salim pur, and Rasidpur, the 
/’dki consists of six na/s or rods long by five brofld, cadi //at consist- 
ing of 15 hdths or cubits of 18J inches each. The following are the 
component parts of this standard of measurement, with their equi- 
valents in Pmglish measure :~i rck -= 15 ^ards ^ feet inches; 
4 rck I kd7ii - 61 yards o feet 43 inches ; 30 kdni ^ 1 pdki ~ 
1830 yards 8 feet 138 inches; 16 fdki - i khddd - 29,296 yards, 
(ji) In Sdtair and Nasibshdhf Fiscal Divisions the pdki consists c.f 
six nals long by five broad ri hdths or cubits to the nat^ and 22 A 
inches to the hdtfL The follcfv» ing is the measurement rek-- i r 
yards 7 feet 50I inches ; 4 rck^ i kdui - 47 yards 2 fec^5 7 ii?ches; 
30 kdni - I pdki 1417 yards 8 feet 1 26 inches ; 16 pdki i khddd - 
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22,687 J yards. (12) In Nakli Fiscal Division thfe pdki and khdddy 
and their subordinate j^arls, are much larger than in other parts 
the country; TJie pdJd consists of six nals long by five broad, each 
comprising 22 cubits of 34 inches each. The measurement is as 
follows: — I ;r/c - idy yards 8 feet 46J Jnchcs; 4 rck = i kdni - 
431 yards 6 feet 43 inches; 30 kdni ^ i pdki ^ 12,951 yards; 
16 pdki - I khdiid - 207,216 yards. All calculations of area, out-turn, 
&c., in this Statistical Account are based on the Government standard 
higJid of 14/400 square feet, nearly equivalent to a third of an English 
acre. 

Landless Day-Lalourers. — No class of day-labourers exists in 
Faridpur neither possessing nor renting land. The higher class of 
husbandmen generally engage servants who cultivate their fields, as 
well as perform other work, and who arc paid by monthly wages. 
Most of the servants of this class, however, have lands of their own, 
which during their absence are cultivated by their brothers or other 
near relatives. The terms on which these men work, and the system 
of mutual assistance in cultivating each other’s lands instead of em- 
l)loying hired labour, have been described on a preceding page. 
Children are largely employed in the fields, but not the women. 

Spare Lands. — In addition to the marshes and swamps, there is a 
good deal of spare land in Farfdpur. Large quantities of land have 
of late remained iintilled on account of the devastations of wild 
pigs. Formerly, when indigo was largely cultivated throughout the 
District, the wild pigs were kept down by the planters and their ser- 
vants. 

Land^:d Tenures. — The chief landed tenures arc known as zamin- 
ddriy paint or paitaiu, ^iarpaifit, mirdsk, darniirdsk, katkind, joty 
haivdldy tiitnhaicfdld, shdmildt tdluky shdmildt jot, gdniki, kcntiddty 
and middu The dcitominations of the first three of the tenures, and 
the rights they confer, are explained in my other District Accounts, 
and there is no necessity to recapitulate them. A mirds/i is a 
tenure in perpetuity, and conveys to the cultivators the rights of 
sale, gift, or transfer. Such a tenure is not liable to enhancement of 
rent. A bonus or snidmt is invariably given when a tenure of this 
sort is created, and the superior landlords and middlemen are very 
averse to granting such tenures. A darmirdsh is a suboj^dinate tenure 
to a miMshy and confei.s the same fights. It is created by the 
mirdsh is liable to become null and void when the mirdsk is 
sold at auction for its own arrears. HawdkU and nimhawdlds are 
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tenures similar to the two last named, and are supposed to convey 
si^nilar rights. Jo/ tenures are (l) leases which have been held at an 
unvarying rent from a time anterior to the Decennial Seftlement, or 
held at an unvarying rent from the time of the Permanent Settle- 
ment, and therefore presumed to be tenures at a fixed rent ; (2) 
holdings which, though not with a fixed rental, are yet assessable at 
fixed rates of rent ; or (3) tenures with variable rents assessed ac- 
cording to fixed rules, as, for instance, the rates of rent prevailing in the 
neighbourhood. Gdnthi tenure is another name for ayV^/, and is pretty 
extensively irsed towards the soutli of the District. Shdjfiildt idluks 
are dependent estates tliat have to pay their rent or revenue through 
the owners of other estates, but in every other respect are indepen- 
dent tenures. Shdniildt jots are in the same way dej^endent on the 
jots to which they are attached. Jh'/niddt leases are tenures without 
an) limitation as to the time of hoUlingf hey are non- transfer- 
able, and are liable to enhancement. 'Phe lessee cannot dig tanks, 
mamiraclure bricks, cut trees, or sink wells, without the permission 
of the lessor. Middi tenures are leases v/ith a limitation of time, at 
the expiration of which the lcs.sor can oust the cullivafor at pleasure, 
'Phis latter class of tenures is, however, gradually decreasing, as the 
cultivators do not like to take them. The number of bemiddi 
tenures without any stipulation as to time is proportionately increas- 
ing, ]>robal)ly because of the dislike of the proprietors to give mirds/i 
tenures, and tlic equal reluctance of the tenants to accept middt 
leases. Most of tlie lands of the District have by iliis time passed 
from the hands of the sui)erior landlords into that of intermediate 
liolders, such as htnod/dddrs, jotddrs, ike. 

Rates of Rent, kc. — No records exist ^in the Collectorate, nor 
can the zaniinddrs supply any information, showing what rates of rent 
were prevalent in olden times, or at a period prft)r to the Permanent 
Settlement. The rates prevailing immediately before the passing of 
the Land Law (Act X. of 1-859) were the same as those ruling at the 
present day, and the operation of that ku^docsjiot appear to have 
generally aifected the rates of rent* current in Fan'dpur District. 
Where enhancements liavc taken place, they have been principally 
made on lands found to exceed the quantity covered by the leases, 
or on lands originally assessed t a lower rate than neighbouring fields 
of the same description and qnaiily. I have already givevJ^ ^s//era/ 
statement of the present rates of rent, as reported 
Collector in 1871. The following return of rates for each Piscal 
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Division, specially called for by the Government of Bengal in 1872, 
shows how these rates for the same description of land vary ,;n 
different localities, according to situation, quality of soil, &c. 

HavIlI Fiscal Division. — Rate for rice lands, from is. 6d. to 
Cs. 9d. an acre ; sugar-cane land, from 4s. loi-d. to los. i^d. an acre ; 
orchard land, from 4s. lo^d. to 12s. qd. an acre; vegetable land, 
from 3s. 4-^-d. to los, lid. an acre ; betel-leaf gardens, los. rid. an 
acre ; spice land, grcwing turmeric, ginger, &c., 4s. lo^d. an acre. 

J^A'j’FASAR Fiscal Division. — Rate for rice land, from 3s. qd. to 
5s. 7^,(1. an acre ; sugar-cane land, from 5s. 7 id. to iis. 3d. an acre ; 
orchard land, from 5s. •jhd. to ns. 3d. an acre; vegetable laifd, from 
4s. 6d. to 5s. 7jvl. an acre ; fan or betel-leaf gardens, from 4s. 6d. 
to 1 IS. 3d. an acre ; spice land, growing turmeric, ginger, &c., from 
5s. 7J>d. to IIS. 3d. an acre. 

NasiusmahI Fiscal Imvision. — Rate for rice land, 4s. roid.'an 
acre; sugar-cane land, 13s. 6d. an acre; orchard land, 8s. 3d. an 
acre ; vegetable land, 6s. qd. an acre ; fan or betel land, 13®. 6d. 
an acre ; spice land, growing turmeric, ginger, &c., 4s. lo^d. an acre, 

DiiuldI Fiscal Division. — R ate for rice land, 2s. 7^d. an acre ; 
sugar-cane land, 7s. 6d. an acre ; orchard land, 4s. 6(1. an acre ; vege- 
table land, 3s. ()d. an acre ; /</// or betel land, 7s. 6d. an acre ; and 
sjiicc land, as. 7id. an acre. 

Kjiutaki‘UK Fiscal Di visum — Rate for rice land, 5s. 7jd. an 
acre ; sugar-cane land, 8s. 3d. an acre ; orchard land, 7s. 6d. an acre ; 
vegetable land, from 5s. 7 id. to 7s. 6d. an acre ; s])ice land, 4s. 6d. 
an acre. 

Salk.mvari Fiscal Division. — Rate for rice land, 5s. 7id. an 
acre; sugar-cane land, 2S. 7 id. an acre; orchard land, i is. 3d. an 
acre ; vegetable land, 5s. 7id. an acre; spice land, 5s. 7id. an acre. 

Sataiu and Bokhan i Flscal Divisions. — Rate for rice' land, 4s. 
irjd. an acre ; sugar-cane land, 10s. lid. an acre; orchard land, 
13s. 6d. an acre ; vegetable land, 6s. (qd. an acre; fan or betel-leaf 
gardens, i6.s. lold. an acre ; spice land, 6s. qd. an acre. 

TelthatI I'hscAL Divisioi^^i — Rate for rice land, from 4s. lojd. 
lo 5s. 3d. an acre > sugar-cane land, 12s. qd. an acre ; orchard land, 
from 5s. 3d. to 1 2S. qd. an acre ; vegetable land, from 4s. lo^d. to 6s. 
an aci^c ; fa'n or betel-leaf gardens, 6s. * an acre ; s})ice land, from 
5s. 3d. ta qs. qd. an acrv,. « 

MwiS^iTPUU Fiscal Division. — Rate for rice land, 7s. 6d. an 
aert ; orchard land, 12s. 4id. an acre ; vegetable land, qs. 4jd. an acre. 
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Kasimpur Fiscal Division. — Rate for rice land, 6s. 96. an acre ; 
s^igar-canc Tand, i8s. 4jd. an acre ; orchard land, us. 7id. an sere ; 
vegetable land, 5s. 7jd. an acre ; pan or bctel-lcaf gardcn», 13s. lojd. 
an acre ; spice land, 138. lo^d. an acre. 

Mukimpur Fiscal Division. — Rate for rice land, 3s. qcI. an acre; 
orchard land, 7s. 6d. an acre ; vegetable land, 4s. lid. an acre. 

Shahpur Fiscal Division. — Rate for rice land, 3s. 4Jd. an acre ; 
vegetable land, 3s. 4id. an acre. 

Khararia Fiscal Division. — Rate for rice land, orcliard land, 
and vegetable. land, 4s. 6d. an acre. 

Il^u'jiPUk Fiscal Division. — Rate for ric:e land and vegetable 
land, IS. lojd. an acre. 

Fathijangi'Ur Fiscal Division. — Rate for rice land and vege- 
table land, js. 6(1. an acre. 

KosiiA I’lSCAL Division. — Rate for r?' land, 5s. 7j^d. an acre; 
sugar-cane land, 2s. 7 id. an acre ; orchard land, 5s. 7id. an acre; 
vegetable land, 4s. 6d. an acre; pan or betel gardens, 5s. 7jd. an 
acre ; sjiicc land, 3s. Qd. an acre. 

Jalalpur Fiscal Division. — Rate for rice landf from is. lid. 
to 6s. (;d. an acre ; sugar-cane land, 15s. an acre ; orchard land, 
from 5s. 7id. to 15s. an acre ; vegetable land, from 3s. to 7s. 6d. an 
acre ; pan or betel gardens, 9s. 3d. an acre ; spice land, from 8s. 3d. 
to IIS. 3d. an acre. 

NaloI I'hscAL Division. — Rate for rice land, is. lid. to is. lOr^d. 
an acre ; sugar-cane land, 2s. 3d. to 3.S. 4id. an acre ; orchard land, 
from IS. 6d. to 3s. 4id. an acre ; vegetable land, from is. lid. to 
IS. 7 id. an acre ; pan or betel gardens, from is. to 5s. 3d# an acre ; 
spice land, from is. 6d. to 3s. 4id. an acre. 

IIaklmpur Fiscal Divish^n. — Rate for rice land, 5s. 3d. an acre ; 
sugar-cane land, 5s. 3d. an acre ; 01 ( hard land, fis. 91!. an acre ; vege- 
table land, 6s. an acre ; patt or betel gardens, 6s. gd. an acre ; .sjiicc 
land, 5s. 3d. an acre. 

Char Mukundia Flscal Division. — Rate for rice land, from 
2S. 3d. to 6s. 4 id. an acre ; sugar-carfc lancl, 7s. (Jd. an acTe ; orchard 
land, los. i.^d. to iis. 3d. an acre; vegetable lijnd, from 9s. 4.2d. to 
I os. i.ld. an acre; pan or betel gardens, us. 3d. an acre; spice 
land, us. 3d. sn acre. 

Kasiminagar Fiscal Di\*s':ON. — Rate jpr rice land, from is. i^d. 
to 3s. an acre ; sugar-cane land, 5s. 3d. an acre ; orchar^’r^-'’nfb from 
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3s. 9(1. to 6s. 4^(1. an acre ; vegetable land, 3s. 9d. an acre ; spice 
land, from 2s. 7Jd. to 3s. gd. an acre. * ^ 

ALfpuR liiscAL Division. — Rate for rice land, 3s. 9d. an acre ; 
orchard land, 5s. 7.Jd. an acre; vegetable land, 5s. 7Jd. an acre; 
pdn or betel gardens, 7s. 6d. an acre ; spice land, 3s. 9d. an acre. 

SherdiA Fiscal Division. — Rate for rice land, 6s. 4|d. an acre ; 
sugar-cane land, 4s. lo-Ad. an acre; orchard land, 9s. 9d. an acre; 
vegetable land, 9s. 9d.^an acre ; pdn or betel gardens, 6s. 42d. an 
acre; sjnce land, 4s. 10 id. an acre. 

Nasiijshahi Fiscal Division (in GoAlanda Subdivision). — Rate 
for rice land, 4s. i.jd. an acre; sugar-cane land, 6s. 9d. an ^cre ; 
orchard land, 13s. .lold. an acre \pdn or betel gardens, 13s. lojd. an 
acre; spice land, 13s. lojd. an acre. 

Mahimshaui and GangApath Fiscal Divisions. — Rate for rice 
land, 4s. lod. an acre; sogar-cane land, js. 9d. an acre; orchard 
land, /(I// gardens, and spice land, 13s. loid. an acre. 

DiiULoi Fiscal Division (within Godlanda Subdivision). — Rate 
for rice land, 4s, lod. an acre; sugar-cane land, 6s. 4(1. an acre; 
orchard land, 7s. ild. an acre ; pdii land, 15s. an acre. 

AMfRAiJAU Fiscal Division. — Rate for rice land, 3s. an acre; sugar- 
cane land and orchard land, 5s. 3d. an acre ; s])ice land, 3s. an acre. 

Bhar Fathijangpur Fiscal Division. — Rale for rice land, 4s. 6d. 
an acre ; orchard land, 12s. an acre. 

SiiAjAPiJR Fiscal Division. — Rate for ri<Le land, 3s. an acre; sugar- 
cane land, 4s. 6d. an acre ; orchard land, 9s. an acre : spice land, 
3s. an acre. 

Rokan<?ur and Sinduri Fiscal Divlsion.s. — Rate for rice land, 
3s. an acre ; sugar-cane land, 3s. an acre ; orchard land, 6s. an 
acre ; pan or betel gardens, 6s. an acre ; spice land, 3s. pd. an acre. 

Kaslmnagar Fiscal Division (within Godlanda Subdivision). — 
Rate for rice land, from is. lold. to 3s. an acre; sugar-cane land, 

1 2 S. an acre ; orchard land, 9s. an acre ; spice land, 3s. an acre. 

3 ahangIrAuad and Kan'v anagar F iscalDivisions. — Rate for rice 
land, fs. 6d‘an acre ; sugaf-cana land, 12s. an acre ; orchard land, 
15s. an acre ; spice l,and, 12.S. an acre. 

Belgachh/ and Nasratshah/ Fiscal Divisions. — Rate for rice 
land, 3s.^9d. acre; sugar-cane land, 9s: an acre ; ^orchard land, 
13s. lojd.^an acre; pan 91* betel gardens, 12s. an acre; spice land, 
ys. an 

SiRjAbAi), Muhammadpur, and Jauangirnagak Fiscal Divi- 
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SIGNS. — Rates for rice land, from is. lo^d. to 3s. an acre; 
orchard lancJ^ 7s. lold. an acre ; spice land, 2s. y^d. an acre. 

In returning the foregoing list of rates, the Collector «makes the 
following remarks : — “ I'he information given has been carefully pre- 
])ared, after consulting every public officer and private person likely 
to possess any valuable. knowledge of the subject. No one has been 
able to state definitely the reason for the existence of a separate 
scale of measurement and rent for nearly every Fiscal Division in 
the District. It is allowed that they were made when the pargands 
were created. It is not unfrequently seen that the same kind of 
lands, ?ictually contiguous, in the same Police Circle,- and growing the 
same kind of crops, pay different rates of rent ; and this is generally 
attributable to the proprietor of the one being i)Owerful and ex- 
acting ; or, if the rent is light, the cultivators of a village acting in 
combination to resist every enhancement . cess. As a rule, a 
weak and poor landlord must be content v’ith low rates. When 
rice land is neither very high nor very low, aiis and dman are 
generally mixed and sown broadcast, and this description fetches 
the highest rates. A us and sugar-cane, too, are sometimes grown 
alternately, and the rent is then as high as for sugar-cane lands. 
Date- trees are grown as a border to rice-fields, as well as on home- 
stead and in orchard lanrls, and no sj)ecial rent is paid for them. 
'I’he owners sometimes cut the trees themselves, but often let them 
out for the season. Pulses and cereals other than rice are sown 
on i)addy lands in the northern and less inundated parts of the 
District, both before and after the rice harvest is gathered in. 
After the paddy is off the field, cattle are sometimes left ioose to 
graze at wall, and this tends to prevent the culture of winter cereals 
in some places. Where the rates for sugar-cane land appear very 
low, it is because the cane is of an inferior kind, which will stand 
inundation, and which yields comparatively little sugar.” 

Manuicils. — The annual inundations of the Padma and die 
Chandnd supply sufficient deposits of fevtilising silt, and little or no 
manure is necessary in the low-lying grounds m which* the dmuau 
crop is cultivated. In the higher levels fit for th^ cultivation of dus 
rice and sugar-cane, cow-dung is used. It is not sold, but merelv 
gathered by the,, husbandman. From four to six tons of co^-diing 
a year are reported as ample ior an acre of f^us and sugar-enne land. 
In pan gardens, oil-cake is used as manure ; thirty-fiwdPlswndred- 
weighls being required for an acre — \alue about ^3. 
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Irrigation is not practised in the District except in lands on 
which boro and rdida ])addy are grown. Generally, however, these 
lands remain under water, and irrigation only becomes necessary 
when the natural supply dries up. For tliis purpose a narrow trench 
is dug from some watercourse or marsh to the field, where tlie w'ater 
is raised by means of a hollow tree called a don, worked by the hand 
with leverage, and turning on a fulcrum formed by a mound of earth, 
d'here are no canals or artificial watercourses constructed for irriga- 
tion ])urposes. 'i'hc cost of irrigating an acre of boro rice land is 
about six shillings per annum. Sugar-cane fields are not irrigated 
in this District. Rotation of crops is only practised where dus rice 
and sugar-cane are grown in alternate years on the same land. These 
lands are never allowed to remain fallow, but the fields in which dus 
only is grown are, in some instances, allowed to remain fallow for a 
year or two after every si?: or seven years. 

Naturat. Calamities. — Blights occur nearly every year, and do 
ct)nsiderable damage, but never throughout the whole District. They 
affect only a few spots here and there in a large field, and the damage 
caused by them is not seriously felt. Blights are chiefly caused by 
insects and worms, which are of three different kinds ^ namely — (i) 
a kind of insect called i^aicbd about an inch or an inch and 

a half long, and of a blue or greyish colour; (2) a si)ecics of worm 
called niaricJid / and (3) another species called barshd pokd, 

about an inch long, of a greyish colour, dnd of a soft body. This 
worm lives under grouml during the day, and destroys the stalks of 
corn during the night. It is chiefly found on lands from which the 
waters have subsided, and at the time when the corn is nearly ripe, 
d'he sugar-cane crops are also .subject to the attacks of a kind of 
worm called bdni^d, about half an inch in length, of a greyish colour, 
with a glossy head. * The your.g i)lants are generally attacked when 
they are about a month old. Faridpur is not subject to locusts, 
although they occasionally visit the District. In 1862 a swarm of 
locusts did considerable damage, but only remained one day. No 
blight has occurred within the ‘memory of the present generation on 
a scale large enough to affect the general prosperity of the District. 
In order to keep down the gaichd pharmg, the cultivators place 
branches of trees in an erect position a^il over the. field, on which 
the crows alight and eqt.up the obnoxious insects. The marichd 
rid of in another way. A long pole or bamboo is 
dra^n by two men over the whole field, and torments the insect till 
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it tlies to it neighbouring plot of ground. Against the attack of 
b(irsha poka there is no remedy, but the husbandmen try to avoid a 
great loss by reaping the harvest as quickly as possible.* When the 
sugar-cane is attacked by the bdngd worm, the i)art atfected becomes 
a little reddish ; the cultivator then makes an incision at the place, 
extracts the worm, and kills it. 

Floods occur every year in a greater or less degree, caused by 
the rising of the rivers Padma and Chandna before they enter the 
District. They inundate the whole District, but seldom destroy the 
( rops. Floods rarely arise from an accumulation of rain water. In 
the c^se of an excessive rainfall, only the low lands adjoining the 
marshes are seriously ijuindated. 'I'hree times witliin the memory 
of men now living, the floods have caused a general destruction of 
the crops, Tliey occurred in the years ^838, and 1871, 

although in the latter year the unusually 1 11 and prolonged inun- 

dation did not materially affect the final c ..L-turn of grain. There 
are no embankments or other defences against the rivers in this 
District. Formerly, the mouths of the numerous watercourses con- 
necting the Chandiiii with the marshes in the interior were dammed 
up by the indigo planters before the rivers began to rise, with a 
view to save the indigo crop from inundation. When the cro]) was 
gatheicd in, tlie husbandmen were consulted, and the dams were 
opened one after anotlier as tlie river subsided. By these means 
the crops affected by theorise of the river Chandna were protected 
from damage. Since the collapse of the indigo factories the mouths 
of these vvatereourses are always left 0])cn, and the Collector reports 
that there is now a great need for sucli temporary embariktncnts, in 
order to protect the croi)S. The Collector also states, that it is 
desirable that similar embankments shoufd be constructed at the 
mouths*of the Rajapur Dhala in the Belgachiif Police Circle, and 
of the Majiirdiar Khal, before the Padma begins to rise, and that 
after the d/ua// crops in the low lands have grown to a sufficient 
height, they should be opened by degrees. 

Droughi'. — The District is not jUibject to drought, but in^^some 
years the lateness of the setting in of the rains j-ctavds the sowings. 
This, however, does not seriously affect the crops, })rovidcd that the 
rivers do not rise suddenly before the plant lias well grcAvn ;*bul the 
cultivators anxiously look out for an early ^all of rain in February or 
March. No droughts have occuired within the of the 

present generation on a scale which affected the general progperily 
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of the District. No precautions are taken against drought, nor is 
there any necessity for irrigation works, Faridpur being a low-lyi^?g 
District, a^d flooded every year by the rivers. Cuttings, however, 
are rec^uired to drain and reclaim the numerous swamps and marshes ; 
and- the Collector regrets that the large landholders, especially the 
family which owns the whole of the Tehhdti Fiscal Division (a very 
considerable j^ortion of which remains under water throughout the 
year), do not perceive the advantage of opening out watercourses, 
so as to drain the land. 

Compensating Influences in cases of Floods or Droughts. — 
As by far the greater portion of the District consists of lofir-lying 
lands, any failure- of crops in them caused by floods is not compen- 
sated by the increased fertility of the higher levels ; but on the otlier 
hand, in a year in which there is a deficiency of rainfall, the produce 
of the low lands can to adiinited extent compensate for the failure 
of crot)s on the high ground. The price of rice in Faridpur depends 
to a great extent on the importations from neigliboiiring Districts, 
such as Bdkarganj, Tipperah, Bogra, and Maimansinh ; and a local 
failure of the Crop is not very much felt, provided that there is no 
scarcity in the above-named Districts. For instance, in 1870-71, the 
floods destroyed nearly the wliole of the croi)s on the low grounds, 
and yet the price of rice, instead of rising, fell considenably below the 
rates ruling during the corresponding months of the previous year. 

Famine Warnings. — The maximum price of rice, &c., during the 
famine of 1866 was as follows: — Best cleaned rice, 12s. 3d. a hun- 
dredweiglu ; common quality cleaned rice, 10s. iid. a hundred- 
weight ; ‘'best unluisked rice, 6s. i^d. a hundredweight; common 
unhusked rice, 5s. 5 Id. a hundredweight. The Collector states that 
local prices have now returned to what \yere considered their 
ordinary rates before the famine. During the famine of 1866, 
there was no failure either of dviaji or dus crops in the District 
itself, but the heavy price of grain in the Districts adjacent to it 
fold severely upon the people. From tlie experience of that 
year, it is the general imprej^ion that famine rates are reached 
when the price of --rice rises to ten lbs. for a shilling, and that 
even with rice at thirteen or fourteen lbs. for a shilling, serious 
scarcityMs to be apprehended. It^ is" stated that during the 
famine of 1866, when the price of rice was between nine and 
eleven Tor a shilling during four months, men who in 
ordinary times would be considered in fair circumstances were 
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gradually reduced to one meal a day, and the poorer classc 
wgre obliged to ask for a share of the meals of their more 
fortunate neighbours. In fact, many poor people hAd to live 
almost entirely upon /iilsd fish, which was fortunately very cheap 
during the most pressing months. Yet the distress never reached 
such a pitch in Faridpur as to render relief operations on the 
part of Government needful. On the whole, the Collector estimates 
that Government interference in the shape of relief works would 
become necessary if the price of rice rose to the rate of eight 
pounds for a shilling. It is difticiilt to state what rates after the 
harvesf in January and 1 ^'ebniary should be considered as a 
warning of famine later in the year, for the District depends so 
much upon imported rice, that even if the rates in Faridpur were 
very high, any new^ inllux of rice would at once restore the 
equilibrium. If, however, the supidy h;om t .icighbouring Districts 
fell off, and the price of grain rose to sixteen pounds for a shilling 
in January or February, a famine later in the year might be con- 
sidered probable. A failure of the local crops alone would not 
cause a famine, but would produce much individual suffering. The 
District contains ample means of communication will-) other parts 
of the country, being bounded on all sides by large rivers, which 
would to a considerable extent mitigate the extremity of famine 
by importation from outside. The Collector reports that the con- 
struction of the following works would still further tend to prevent 
the isolation of the District in time of famine: — ist, a road from 
Goalanda to Madhukhdli rda Harndamiiur and Jamalpur ; and, 
2dly, another from Kanaipur to Madhukhdli. 

Foreign and Absentee Landi.ords.— F'our European land- 
holders are registered as proprietors on the rent roll, and in 1870 
paid a total land revenue of ^^224, 13s. 6d. Although the 
Muhammadans form the majority of the population, there are only 
609 Musalmdn jwoprietors in the District, paying a rental to 
Government of only ^14^5 in i87i-72^of th^ ^27,263 which 
formed the total land revenue of ?aridpur. By far the greater 
portion of the District, or about three fourth*, has passed into 
the hands of absentee landlords. 

Roads and Means of C *mmunication. — There are* oniy three 
important lines of road in Riiidpur, and 4hey are all mu^er the 
management of the Magistrate of the District, (i) The Calcu:<^a and 
Jessor imperial road, from the station of Faridpur to Dhulidghata 
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on the Bamsia, nineteen miles in Jength ; cost of repairs in 1870, 
^89, 19s. (2) llic Belp^achhi road, from the town of Faridp^ir 

to Kdlinagar, sixteen miles in length; cost of repairs in 1870, 
^543, 5s. 2(1. (3) The 4 alma road, from the town to Talwd, 

ten miles in length ; nothing was expended in repairs on this road 
in 1870. No large markets have lately sprung up on these lines 
of traffic. Every road in the District suffered seriously from tlie 
successive inundations of 1870 and 1S71 ; the allotment for roads 
in 1871 being entirely spent in rc])airing the damages caused 
by the floods. All the roads, cxcc])t that part of the Jessor and 
Calcutta road which passes (hrongh the station, were niorc or 
less under watci for forty days in August and Se])tember 1871. 
Several bridges were also washed away, and others more or less 
injured by the iiumdation. d'he Eastern Bengal Railway line runs 
for twenty-two miles froth west to cast through the north of the 
District, having its terminus at Coalanda, at the junction of the 
Garai and jamunn rivers. The extension of the railway through 
Faridpur has been made so recently that no large centres of 
industry or ii import ant marts have yet stu'ung uj) along the line of 
railway. Gcxilanda, however, is ra])idly advancing in importance. 
No canals exist in the District. 

MANUFAcrruK-S. — The most im])ortant manufacture of Faridpur, 
and indeed the staple article of District trade, is sugar, prepared 
both from the juice of the date-tree, and from the cane. The 
A)llowing description of the mode of extracting the date-juice, and 
the out-turn of the i)roduce, is taken from Colonel Gastrell's 
Revenue Survey Report, pp. 8, 9 ; — The trees should not be tapped 
to extract the .sap until they are six or seven years old. But the 
natives seldom jiermit tliem to attain that age, commencing the 
tap])ing ordinarily after the fourth, and sometimes as early as the 
tliird year. 'Fhe evil consequences of this improvidence arc small 
returns of saji, weak and sickly growtli of trees, and finally their 
deterioration and destruction many years before they would other- 
wise have been exhausted. ’On the other hand, the advantages 
obtained by early tapping are quicker returns for the money laid 
out during the first years of the tree’s growth ; but these by no 
means Voml)ensato for the loss in after years. 'J'apping generally com- 
mences early in October., when the rainy season is passed, and con- 
tinues until ihe middle of March following. Some persons continue to 
extract the juice still later, but the heat of the weather after that 
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jicriod generally causes it to ferment so rapkll) , that little or ViO gir 
(coarse crude sugar) can be obtained from it. The trees, moreover, 
require rest to recover themselves, after being deprived of so much 
sap for so long a period. Shortly ])cfore the regular process of tap- 
ping begins, the men employed in this work strip off the lower leaves 
of the tree, anti make a horizontal incision close under the crown 
leaves, which are left untouched, through the outer bark or skin, and 
well into the underwood, about five or six inches in breadth by 
two or three inches in depth. IJelou tlu j cut, the wood and bark is 
pared away to the length of ten or twelve inches, preserving a flat 
surface* sloping outwards and downwards from the inside of the to]) 
cut, and forming a deep notch in the tree, down the centre of which, 
and from both sides sloping downwards, small grooves arc scooped 
out of about a quarter of an inch in depth, meeting at a ])oint. 
These serve to conduct the sa]) to a smal> : ■ d.)oo tube which the 
tapper inserts at their point of junction, and . clow which an earthen 
pot is suspended to c'atch the juice, 'fhe sap runs all night, anti 
is collected early in the morning in other pots by the same man 
who made the incihion the previous night, aided by one or two 
boys. It is then carried away to the boiling house, which is generally 
close at hand, and is at once boiled down. On the freshness of the 
juice and its freedom from fermentation depends the return of ,5^//'; 
it is therefore essential to collect it early in the cool of the morn- 
ing, and to convey it to the boiling-house as soon as ])Ossil)le. In 
the evening the tapper revisits tlie trees, scrapes tlic surface of the 
cut, cleans out the grooves, and hangs up the pots that he left in 
the morning. He repeals this process for three days in succession, 
after which it is usual to give tlic trees a rest for tlirce days before 
tapping again. In favourable weather this rule is followed through- 
out the season. But it is also usual to give the ^ree.s rest v\ hen fogs 
are heavy, or rainy weather sets in ; both states of the weather 
operating injuriously on the flow of sap, and rendering the Ijce 
liable to rot and die, if tapping be persisted in. As a rule, only 
one cut is annually made in the tr^c ; tTiit occasionally a second 
incision on the opposite .side may be resorted to, although this is 
very rarely done. These cuts arc made annually, and alternately 
opposite sides of the tree,* ihc age of which maybe ctisily* dotei- 
mined from the number of noiches. One yian, with the assistance 
of one or two boys or women, can efficiently look after -and collect 
the sap of sixty trees. His wages would be, on an average, from 
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6s. to 7s. per month during the Zapping season. lie and his assist- 
ants receive their food daily ; and at the close of his labours he^is 
presented ‘?\^ith a pair of waistcloths (I/iuti) and one pair of shoes. 
The life is a hard one, and not free from danger. Serious accidents 
sometimes happen to these men from the ])reaking of the rope which 
they loop round their bodies and the tree to aid them, first in climb- 
ing the trees, and afterwards to support them. If the rope breaks or 
the knot sli])s, nothing can possibly save the man from falling head- 
long backwards to the ground. Date-trees are usually rented by the 
score. Kates differ, but the general one appears to be three- 
halfpence per tree, or 2S. 6d. the score. Young trees are kaid to 
yield about eiglvt to ten pounds of juice per diem for the first few 
years ; sixteen pounds when in full bearing ; and again only eight 
to ten pounds when old, or i)crha])s an average of about ten pounds 
throughout. The best and most productive, and at the same time 
the largest quantity of sap, is collected during the cold season in the 
months of December, January, and February. The colder and 
drier the season is, the more favourable is it for the sap-grower. If 
the sap be of Mrst-ratc quality and quite fresh, six pounds will boil 
down to about one pound of the coarsest kind of ungranulated brown 
sugar. lUit of saj) of ordinary quality, from eight to ten ])ounds 
would probably be requisite to obtain that quantity of ; seven 
jjounds may therefore be taken as the average quantity of juice 
required to yield one pound of y^iirT 'PHe apparatus for boiling the 
juice into consists of a number of earthen pots, arranged in a 
circle over a fire in a cavity dug in the ground, and covered over witji 
a clay rbof or ceiling, having as many holes as there are pots to be 
inserted. The annual expenses for maintaining a hundred trees, 
such as rent of trees and land, wages, food and clothing of two men, 
pots, pans, and fuel*, contingencies, &c,, amount to about '^8j i6s. 

I have several rather inconsistent rei)orts as to the profits and other 
details of the manufacture. The native sugar-boilers of the District 
informed Colonel (lastrell that a hundred trees would produce eighty- 
seven hundredweights of worth about i, 12 s., thus leaving 
a clear gain to the producer of ^ 2 , t6s. per annum. Other data, 
given by Mr S. H. Robinson in his prize essay on the cultivation of 
the date-trde, return the produce of a ‘Hundred trees at sixty-six 
-hundredweights of ,worth ^8, iSc. qd. 1'his calculation only 
leaves a profit of 2 s. qd. per annum on a hundred trees. I believe 
it to be below the truth, especially at present prices. See also my 
Account of Jessor District. 
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Cane-Sugar. — The second kind of gur^ or crude sugar, is called 
^usuri, or dkh gur, and is obtained by boiling the juice of the sugar- 
cane. The process of extracting the juice is thus described in 
Colonel Gastrell’s Report, page ii:— “The mill in common use 
ordinarily consists of two endless, coarse-threaded wooden screws, 
of about eight to ten inches in diameter, set vertically in two hori- 
zontal cross pieces, and firmly fixed to two uprights which are Ifet 
well into the ground. These screws have their threads cut right and 
left, and play into each other. They are made of any hard, close- 
grained wood, tamarind being preferred. To the upper end of one 
of th^ screws, which projects above the horizontal bar, a long pole 
is attached, to which the bullocks that turn the miH are yoked. “H'he 
cane is generally passed twice through the mill before being cast 
aside to dry for fuel. The expressed juice is received in a basin 
formed for the purpose below the ^scre^ Women or boys are 
usually employed to feed the mill with canes and drive the bul- 
locks. The juice which collects in the basin is then boiled down 
into gyir, the process of boiling being the same as for the sap of the 
date-tree. • 

Sugar Refining. — The process of refining sugar is the same^ 
whether it is obtained from the juice of the date or of the cane. The 
following description of the mode of manufacture is condensed from 
Dr Basu’s report before mentioned : — Two modes of manufacturing 
sugar from gi/r are resorted to. By the first method, the boiled juice, 
in the form of gf/r, is placed in stout gunny or sackcloth bags. 
The molasses or refuse is squeezed out partly by twisting and tight- 
ening the mouths of the bags, and partly by laying weights upon them 
for additional pressure. The article thus produced is of a brownish 
colour. By far the largest quantity of sugar manufactured in the Dis- 
trict, how'ever, is prepared in a different way. The process, rather a 
cumbrous one, is as follows : The gj/r is at first boiled with a certain 
proportion of water in a large iron vessel, a quantity of diluted milk 
being added from time to time to separate the impurities, which 
are skimmed off as soon as they fifrm on the surface.* When no 
more skim appears, the thickened liquor is pouijed into a number of 
circular earthen pots or strainers, made wide at the top and pointed 
below, with a hole in the^e’^tre, called kharnis, and left foi* two or 
three days in the open air to cool. It is thgn removed to the refining 
house, where the final separation of the solid crystallineq>ortion from 
the treacle is effected. The straining pots are generally arranged in 
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rows on a bamboo frame at a certain height from the grround, and 
earthen pitchers are placed under each to receive the molasses as 
slowly drains from the refining pot above. To complete the arrange- 
ment, as well as to quicken the operation, fresh moist leaves of a 
water weed called paid sdold are now placed on the top of the refin- 
ing pot, and as soon as a layer of sugar from one to two inches thick 
is formed at the top, it is removed by scraping with the knife, fresh 
weed being laid on tlie remainder, and the same tedious process is 
repeated several times until the entire quantity of sugar is made. 
The native confectioner makes extensive use of this sugar for the 
purposes of his art ; but before it is fit for use, it has to be clarified 
agaiii by further boiling with the addition of a solution of milk as in 
the last process. When this is allowed to cool, it forms a hard crust, 
which rcciuires to be broken and iiounded before it can be employed. 
The molasses which drahis off from the sugar in the process is 
employed for preparing hookah tobacco, inferior sorts of sweetmeats, 
ikc.y and the rest is sold for making country rum. Dr Basu estimates 
the total quantity of or raw sugar prepared in Farfdpur District 
from the juice 6 f the cane and date-tree, to be between two hundred 
thousand and three luindred thousand hundredweights, or from 
three to four /dkhs of fnauiids i)er annum. [See my Account of 
Jessor.’^] 

Indigo Manufacture was formerly carried on in Farfdpur to a 
considerable extent, but, with one excei)tion, all the European fac- 
tories have now been closed. The cultivation still carried on by 
the natives is so insignificant in quantity, that it can hardly be 
called a^' manufacture of the District, and no description of the 
process is needed here. ^ A full account of indigo cultivation and 
manufacture will be found in my Statistical Account of Nadiyd. 
District.” 

Jute is cultivated to some extent in Farldpur District, and the 
process of preparing the fibre is thus described in Colonel Gastrell’s 
Revenue Survey Report, page 1 5 ; — “ The plant is gathered into 
bundles, and steeped in the nealcst watercourse or marsh until strong 
fermentation has set* in, and the decomposition of the grainy matter 
of the plant allows the fibre to separate easily. The plant is then 
beaten and Spread out on the banks to dry ; and la&tly, the woody 
parts are , separated by hand labour from the fibre, which is then 
either stored'^for use or carried to the market for sale. Very little 
care is ordinarily taken in cleaning such fibre as may be intended for 
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making common cordage. But when prepared for making iishfr> 
men^s nets, much more attention is paid to the process. ' Tlie only 
other manufacture of importance in the District is that of a species 
of fine mat called sUal pdti^ which is much used by the upper classes 
during the hot-weather months. This manufacture is also extensively 
carried on in the District of Silhet; but that made in the Sitair 
Fiscal Division of Faridpur is of a superior texture, and is reckoned, 
the best of its kind in India. The plants are cut lengthwise into 
several parts, well scraped and boiled, and then interwoven. The 
weaving is performed chiefly by women, and a girl who knows how 
to weave the mat is eagerly sought for in marriage. 

The Social Condition of the AIanufacturing Classes varies 
in proportion to the amount of their business and the extent of their 
personal property ; a rich man being treated with deference, while a 
poor one is not held in much esteem.* The manufacturers, generally 
speaking, do not conduct their business by means of hired labour, but 
work for themselves. Sugar, however, is manufactured by means of 
hired labourers, who are paid monlhly wages. One man, called a 
fasdrf, is employed to examine and superintend the manufacture, and 
is paid at the rate of per month. The inferior workmen, whose 
business it is to collect and boil the molasses, and do other duties of 
the kind, receive money wages at the rate of 6s. per mensem, besides 
their food, the value of the whole amounting to between 12s. and 14s. 
a month. With the exception of sugar, all tlie manufactures of the 
District arc carried on by the people on their own account, and in 
their own houses. The system of advancing money for manufactur- 
ing purposes by merchants is not usual in the District, f)ut occa- 
sionally the men employed in large sugar , manufactories take their 
pay for six months or a year in advance. There are no cases of 
manufactures having died out in the District,* nor any legends of 
ancient processes that are no longer made use of. 

Trade and Commerce. — The principal articles of trade are rice, 
pulses, oil-seeds, oil-cake, jute, molasses, msyie boliifrom tlip juice of the 
date and of the sugar-cane, brown sugar, refined sugar, onions, cocoa- 
nuts, betel-nuts, clarified butter salt, cotton tv^ist,]■)iece goods, iron, 

timber, spices, mustard, oil, mangoes, fish, oranges, potatoes^ honey, 
paper, wines and brandy, and brass, bell-metal, and copper utensils. 
The more important seats o? commerce ar»Bhdng^, Gopdlganj, Bodl- 
nidrl, Sayyidpur, Madhuklufli, and K.<lmdrkhil/. The minor trading 
villages are Jamdlpur, Salimpur, Dhanchi, Goddrbandar, Panchuri^, 
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and the station of Farfdpur. The District trade is carried on by 
means of permanent markets. No fairs are held in Farfdpur wher^ 
trade is con'Uucted on a large scale. The few that are held are as 
follows:— (i) at Sdtair, held in February or March, which Jasts for 
one day ; (2) at Dhdnnord, near the Police Station of Maksddpur, held 
in March or April, which also lasts for one day ; (3 and 4) small 
fiiirs are also held .at Dhuldf and Gujurid, on the occasion of the 
great bathing festival ; (5) during the great Agricultural Exhibition, 
at a fair Iield at the town of Farfdpur in the first week of January, of 
which mention has been made on a previpus page, a brisk trade is 
carried on. With the exception of sugar and gur^ which are largely 
exported, the local manufactures do not suffice to meet the local 
wants. Nearly all other articles have to be imported largely for 
local consumption. The imports consist of the necessaries and 
luxuries of life, with the exception of rice, sugar, gur^ onions, jute, 
and pulses. 

Capital and Interest. — In small loan transactions, where the 
borrower pawns ornaments or household vessels, the current rate of 
interest is 7jd.‘in the pound sterling per mensem, or thirty- seven and 
a half per cent, per annum. The lender always takes care that the 
articles pawned are worth at least half as much again as the amount 
borrowed. In large transactions, when a mortgage is given upon 
movable property, the rate of interest varies from twelve to eighteen 
per cent, per annum. In the same class of transactions, where the 
lender is secured by a mortgage upon houses or lands, interest is 
charged at the rate of from nine to twelve per cent, per annum. 
Petty agricultural advances to the cultivators, either upon personal 
security, or with a lien upon the. crops, are not customary in Farfd- 
pur. A fair return on the purchase of a landed estate is considered 
to be ten per cent, per annum upon the money invested. A loan 
office has been established at the Civil Station of Farfdpur, and 
there are native banking establishments at Sayyidpur, Madhukhdlf, 
Bodlmdrf, and Bhangd None of these establishments, at the highest 
estimate, have a capital of mofe than ;^5ooo. Money is also lent 
by the landholders » and principal merchants, and small loans are 
made by the village shopkeepers. 

iMPokTEif Capital. — There are no industries in the District, such 
as tea factories, silk filatures, or inineo, conducted with European 
capital or b> European agency. The only indigo factory in Farfd- 
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pur conducted by means of European capital is one at Nakand:l, 
aiid even there the manufacture is only carried on upon a small 
scale.- The out-turn in 1869 was reported at five hundredweights of 
indigo. The Babukhdli concern in Jessor District sows a small por- 
tion of land with indigo on the alluvial char lands of the Chandna 
in Faridi^ur District 

InstitutiOxMS. — The principal native Association in the District 
is a “ Society for the reform of Kulinhm, and the abolition of pa?i^ 
or the sale of daughters in marriage/’ recently established in tlie town 
of Farfdpur. The object of this institution, as its name implies, is to 
introduce social changes among the Kulin Brahmans of the District, 
and to avert polygamy and the sale of daughters, which arc still 
very prevalent. The society was started in the middle of 1870, but 
does not seem to have made much progrc'^s There are no news- 
papers jniblished in the District, nor are tfii : any printing-presses. 
The educational and charitaldc institutions of J^aiidi)iir will be dealt 
with on a separate page, when treating of the administrative features 
of the District. 

Income-Tax, <S:c. — The estimated income of Farid jnir District, as 
calculated for the purposes of the Income-Tax Act of 1870, that is 
to say, the total of all incomes over ^^50 per annum, is returned at 
49,080. The net proceeds of the lax, which was levied at the 
rate of 3jth per cent., amounted in 1870-71 to ;^28o2, 8s. Jnthe 
following year, the tax was reduced to one third of its former rate, 
or i^’jth per cent. ; the minimum rate of income liable to the cess 
was raised to ^{^75, and all cultivators whose holdings did not exceed 
^^50 per annum were exempted from the assessment. In this year, 
the tax realised a net sum of • 

x^DMiNis i’RATioN. — An account of the formation of the District, 
and of its early administration and changes ot jurisdiction, were 
given in the earlier pages of this .Statistical Account. The District 
has made rapid strides under British administration, and especially 
so since the country passed under the Cr^wn. JVo records exist in 
the Collectorate showing the revenue and expenditure of the Dis- 
trict in the early years after it was separated front Dacca. The first 
year for which materials have been found is 1844-45. In th^t year, 
the total net revenue of Fandpur District amounted to ^0616, 6s., 
and the expenditure to ;^6cTo4, 4s. In 1^50-51 the ne% revenue 
had increased to 0,229, 4s., and the expenditure on Civil Admi- 
nistration to ^£83 74, 1 6s. Within the next twenty years the increase 



342 STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF FARTDPUR DISTRICT. 


was more marked, the net revenue having risen to 
the Civil expenditure to ^25,013. During the twenty-six ye^s, 
therefore, ‘between 1844-45 and 1870-71, the revenue of Far/dpur 
District has multiplied itself six times, while the expenditure has 
more than quadrupled. The following tables show the balance-sheet 
of t])e District for 1844-45, 1850-51, and 1870-71. For the latter 
year, however, 1 Jiave given the actual receipts and expenditure for 
as many items as J could obtain them : — 

Balance-Sheet of FarIdpuk Disj rict for i he year 1844-45. 


REVKN II k. 

• 

ICXPENDITI'RE. 



1, I. and Revenue 

0 

c 

I. 

Land Revenue . 

• ^269 

18 

0 

2. Rxcise {Alfkari) 

1,614 4 0 

2. 

Excise 

12 

4 

0 

3. Slainp Duties 

3,572 18 0 

3- 

Stamps 

102 

14 

0 

4. MiscclJaneous 

1-79 2 0 

4- 

Law Charges 

14 

18 

0 



5. 

T )eputy Collector’> 







Establishment 

786 16 

0 



6. 

Refund of Fines 

3 

14 

0 



7* 

Interest , 

9 

8 

0 

«• 


8. 

Judicial Charges 

4,665 16 

0 



9. 

Miscellaneous 

. 138 

16 

0 

'Polal 

/ 9,6 16 6 0 


I'utal 


4 

0 

IiALANc’E-SHP:ET 

OF Faridpur District for the year 1850- 

-5* 


Re\ i-;ni k. 

i 

Expenditure. 



1. Land Keveinie 

0 

0 

I. 

Land Revenue 

£%io 

16 

0 

2. F.xcis^' 

1,923 14 0 

2. 

Excise 

825 

0 

0 

3. Stamps . 

3,950 12 0 

! 3- 

Stamps . 

199 

6 

0 

4. Miscellaneous . 

^ 183 8 0 1 

4- 

Law Charges . 

4 

8 

0 



5- 

Judicial Charges 

5,503 

8 

0 


1 

6. 

Revenue Charges, 

1 






General 

842 

0 

0 



7. 

Interest . 

15 

10 

0 



8. 

Miscellaneous . 

174 

8 

0 

4 Total 



Total 

/8,374 

16 

0 
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Balance-Sheet of Far/dpur District for the year 1870-71 


Rkvenue. I EXI’ENDTTUKL. 


I. 

Land Tax * (current 




I 

. Collectorate Depart- 





demand for 1870 





ment . 

43.707 

2 

5 


71) • • -£27,^21 

6 

0 

2. 

District Share of 




2, 

Income d'ax * (net) 

2,802 

8 

0 


Commissioner ’.s 




3 - 

Kxcise . 

2,156 

12 

6 

1 

Pay and Estab- 




4 - 

T^ocal Funds 

1.476 

8 

9 

1 

lishment 

827 

6 

0 

5 - 

Stamp Revenue . 

1 1,980 

2 

3 

! 3. 

Excise Department 

297 

9 

6 

6. 

Registration Fees , 

623 

IX 

9 

4. 

Looal Finuls . 

2, 209 

13 

I 

7. 

C'riminal hh'ne.s 

429 

9 

3 


Oiminal L>ejiarlmenl 

564 

10 

3 

8. 

Stamp 1 ‘enalty 

<■‘3 

8 

! 

! 6. 

Regi^fnitionl )epartnien1 323 

1 

2 

9. 

Sale Proceed.s of Un- 



! 

! 7 - 

Police* 

6,074 

6 

0 


claimed JTopcrIy 

8 

16 

0 

8. 

(h\il Ckmrt Charges 

1,950 

3 

9 

10. 

(..'ivil t/ourt Sur 




9 - 

Pen.'^ions Paid 

26/ 

0 

TO 


veyor’s I'ees 


12 

3 

10. 

Interest i-n I'lmni.s- 




T f . 

C’ivil (.’diirt Teon.s’ 





-‘Orv <es 

224 

2 

6 


h'ecs . 

() 

6 

. i 

0 

j 

Relfmd v-.'riminnl h'ines 21 

7 

3 

1 2. 

Fine.s of Small Caii.se 




12. 

Small 1 ausc Court 





C'ourt 

0 

6 

0 


Charges 

2,356 

6 

4 

Rv 

Convict Lal'our Fund 

821 

13 

7 

13 - 

jail ■. 

L ‘)33 

16 

8 

14. 

Post-Onicc * , 

723 

‘1 

5 : 

Il- 

Post -(. fffuX' * . 

1,309 

2 

0 

15. 

Education* . 

983 

3 

0 ! 

ls* 

Education * . * 

2,089 

1 1 

4 

16. 

Miiicellaneous Kc- 




16. 

Medical * 

840 

0 

0 


ceipl.s, pnehuling 




17 * 

Sub.scriplion li Agri- 





C'asli Remittances 

0 tS (3 

12 

1 


cultural l^Ahilii- 








i 

i 

tion . 

25 

0 

0 


Total 45s, aiS 

0 

8 ! 


'J'oial Z25.013 

0 

0 


'I'he Subdivision of JCstates has gone on ra})i(l]y during the 
last twenty years, and the number of regisleretl proprietors or co- 
parceners paying revenue direct to (Government has greatly increased. 
The extension of the jurisdiction of the District renders comparison 
in!possiJ)le as regards the actual area of estates • as regards the aver- 
age revenue ])aid by each estate, the following* facts are disclosed. 
In 1850 there were only 165 estates in the whole District, held by 
448 registered proprietors or coparceners, paying ^ total land revenue 
to (Government of only ^3803, i2s.^ eqi\^il to *111 aven'y^e })ayment 
of ^23, IS. ojd. by each estate, or ^8, 9s. p^d. by each proprietor 
or coparcener. In 1870-71 the number of Separate estates was 
2307, and the registered proprietors or coparceners 3126. '^'hc total 

* The itciuF marked with an^ asU risk arc obtained from the Dcj atmcutal 
Annual Reports for 1870-71, and not from the Report furniOiod by the Collector. 
The figures given in the two Reports slightly differ, but, whenever practicable, I 
have taken them from the I.)e})artmeutal Returns, as Ixdng the most correct.— 

\v. n. 
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Government land revenue in that year amounted to being 

an average payment of;^i j, i6s. 4d. by each estate, or 14s. 5(}.. 
by each registered proprietor or coparcener. Hie Collector reports 
that the general average indicated by these figures fairly represents 
the state of landed pro])erty in the District. The Government land 
revenue is collected under the provisions of Act XL of 1859 An 
Act to improve the law relating to sales of land for arrears of revenue 
in the Lower Provinces ”) ; but in the case of estates of which the 
Government is the proi)rietor, the revenue is collected, upon default 
being made by the lessee, by distraint, and sale of the defaulter's 
movable property, ^c. 'Lhe latest dates of j)ayment are the 28th 
June, 28th Sej)ternl)er, latli Januaiy, and 28th March in each year. 

d’HE Amount of Protection to IhcRsoN and Propj-:rtv has also 
increased greatly of late years. In 1850 there were two Magisterial 
and eiglit Civil and ReveiVue ; in 1862 there were three Ma- 

gisterial and nine Civil and Revenue Courts ; and in 1869 there were 
four Magisterial and eleven Civil and Revenue Courts in the whole 
District, nuikiug a total of fifteen Courts. One Covenanted English 
Officer was at Vvork in the District throughout that year. There are 
no records in existence showing the number of Courts or Covenanted 
Officers j)rior to 1850. The number of rent cases instituted under 
the provisions of Act X. of 1859 is as follows : — In 1861-62, 5029 
original suits were instituted, besides 1544 miscellaneous apj)lications; 
in 1862-63 there were 1937 original suits and 2072 miscellaneous 
applications ; in 1866-67, 2981 original suits and 2724 miscellaneous 
applications; and in 1S68-69, 3091 original suits and 3158 misccL 
1 ancons Ai)plications. 

Police. — Great improvement has also taken j)lacc in the organi- 
sation of the I’olice Force within the last thirty years. ^ In 1840 flie 
force consisted of 106 foot jHilice with 25 native officers, besides 1635 
village policemen. 'J'hc cost of officering this force, above the rank 
of head-constable, amounted to ^^679, 16s. In i860, the number 
of policemen and officers was nearly exactly the same, but the cost 
of officering the lorce had increased to ^1002. 'Phe present police 
force of Faridpur c^ensists of the Regular Police, a Municipal Police, 
and the Village Watch. At the end of 1871 the Regular Force of 
the Dis‘trict* stood as follows : — i European superintendent, on a 
salary of £^20 i)er annuju ; 56 subordinate officers, maintained at a 
total cost of’;j^2292, or an average pay of £^0, i8s. 6d. each ; and 
257 foot constables, maintained at a total cost of ^1999, 4s., or an 
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average pay of ^7, 15s. 6d. per head per annum. Besides thes-.^ 
salaries, the following items are included in the cost of the Regular 
Police : — I’ravelling allowance of Superintendent, \ pay and 

travelling allowances of office establishment, ;^205, 4s.; contingencies 
and all other charges, ^*1074, 8s. 4 ’he Regular Force of Faridpur 
District, therefore, consists of 314 officers and men, maintained at a 
total cost of ^^6425, 1 6s. in 1871. 'I'he area of the District, as 
returned by the Surveyor-General in 1871, is 1524 square miles, and 
the population, as ascertained by the Census of 1S72, is 1,012,589 
souls. According to these figures, the strength of the Regular Police 
as compared with the area is one man to every 4-85 square miles, 
and as comtiared with the population, one man to every 3225 of the 
population. The cost of maintaining this force is ^^4, 4s. 4d. for 
every square mile of area, or a fraction over j .’d. iier head of the 
population. Attached to the Regular Poll* c ' rce is a River Patrol, 
consisting of four boats with a crew of thirt} one men, besides four 
head constables and eight constables, d'he cost of this river police 
amounted to ^240 in 1871, and is included in the total charge of 
the Regular Police, d'hc Village Watcli or Rural Ccmstabulary not 
subject to the rules of the Regular District Police, amounted in 1871 
to 2026 men, receiving a total pay of ^'7658, 4s., contributed by the 
landholders and villagers, or an average iiay of ^3, 15s. 7d. per man 
per annum. According to the area and population of the District, 
this sum represents a charge of ;^'5, os. 6d. per square mile, or just 
over i jd. per head of the ])opulation. The strength of the force is 
one man to every 75 square miles, or one to every 500 of the ])0]>u- 
lation. Each rural watchman has on an average seven ty-sevt?n houses 
under his charge. The Municipal Police is a small force for the 
watch and ward of the two municipal town’s, Faruljnir and vSayyid- 
pur, ancT consists of one officer and nineteen men, maintained at a 
cost of ;^i47, I2S. from local sources. Including the Regular 
Force, the Municii)al Police, ami the Village Watch, the total Police 
Force of l"aridt)ur consists of 2360 men of all ranks, being one man 
to every 0*64 square miles of area, ct one* mau*to every*4 29 of the 
population. The total cost of ])rotecting perspn and j^roperty in 
Faridpur District, therefore, is ^,^14,231, 12s., or 6s. 96. ])er 
square niiie oC area, or ^eady 3’^*d. per head of the* po| 5 iilati.L»n. 
During the year 1870, the police conducy^d 851 cognisable ca.'^es, 
in which they obtained 385 convictions, or ibrty-fivc pel cent, of 
(‘onvictions to the cases. The total number of cognisable and 
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non-cognisablc cases conducted by the Police in 1870 was 929, the 
proportion of convictions being 68*2 per cent. In serious casp 
they Avere pretty successful : two murders were committed during the 
year, and detection followed in both instances ; out of five cases of 
gang-robbery, three 'were detected. The value of property stolen in 
1870 was reported to be ^1277, of wdiich property to the value of 
^386, los., or 30 2 per cent, was recovered. In 1871, mo cog- 
nisable and 2946 n on-cognisable cases were conducted by the Police, 
the percentage of final convictions to men brought to trial being 
561. 

Criminai. Cj.asses. — 'I'he Inspector-General of Jails in his Report 
for 1868 states tlxat the chief crimes committed in this District are 
murders, gang-robberies, thefts, rioting, and unlawful assemblies. 
Gang-robberies are generally committed by Chandals, or such of 
the lower order of Kayasths as have no fixed occupation, and who, 
being ashamed to follow trades or to cultivate land, derive a precarious 
subsistence by gang-robberies and thefts, 'fhe great rivers Padnid, 
Arial Khan, and Madhumati afford great facility for tlie commission 
of river robbecies. Murders are generally committed by Uie Mu- 
sahiKins of the lower classes. Fand])ur being a District AV'here club- 
men are found, rioting, and affrays, and unlatvful assemblies are in 
consecjuence more numerous than in other parts of tlie country. 
'I'hese clubmen, or Idihials^ belong for the most part to the Musal- 
inans, Chandals, and Ijhuimalis. 

The following figures, showing the number of prisoners admitted 
into and discharged from the Faridpur jail, j)roportion of sickness 
and mortality, &:c., for the years i857--58, 1860-61, and 1870, are 
compiled from statistics furnished to me by the Inspector- General 
of Jails, LoAver Provinces. The figures given for the years 1857-58 
and 1 860-6 1, however, must only be accepted as approximate to 
correctness. Owing to a faulty method of preparing the returns in 
former years, many prisoners were entered twdee over, under-trial 
prisoners subsequently convicted being entered under both heads. 
It is impossible now to horrent the error, and the figures for the 
years prior to 1879 must be accepted with caution, and as only 
approximating to accuracy. A new system of preparing the returns 
Avas introduced in 1870, and the figures {;iven for thgt year may be 
taken as absolutely correct. , 

In 185V-58, the daily average number of prisoners in Fand])ur 
jail >A^as returned at 344, the total number of ])risoners admitted 



^A/L STATISTICS OF FARIDPUR DISTRICT, 347 

into jail during the year being returned at 860. The nunibci 
discharged from jail in that year was as follows: — Transferred, 78; 
released, 830; escaped, 6 ; deaths, including 2 executed, 4; total 
number discharged, 918. The admissions to hospital amounted to 
145*93, and the deaths in hospital to 0*58 per cent, of the mean jail 
population. In 1860-61 the daily average number of prisoners 
was 385, the total number of prisoners admitted being 687. The 
discharges were as follow: — Transferred, 18; released, 617; 
escaped, 6 ; died, 22 ; total discharged, 663. The admissions to 
hospital amounted to 248*83 and the deaths to 5*71 per cent, of 
the mean jail population. In 1870 the daily average number of 
prisoners was 315, or one criminal always in jail to every 3214 of 
the population. 'fhe total number admitted during the year 
amounted to 683, the average term of residence of each prisoner in 
jail being 233 days. The ])risoners di.?cn ^ed in 1870 were as 
follow; — Transferred, 6; released, 637 ; escaped, 4 ; died, 9; total 
discharged, 656. 'The admissions to hospital in 1870 amounted to 
104*76 per cent., and the deaths to 2*86 percent, of the mean ])rison 
population. An unusual number of deaths occurred in the jail in 
1868. This, the Inspector-General reports, was attributable partly 
to the dampness of the tiled walls of the jail from constant leakage, 
at times drenching the inmates when locked up for the night ; 
partly to over-crowding, which continued during a part of the year ; 
partly to the rains having ceased too early ; and lastly, to the 
fact that sixteen per cent, of the admissions of the year were men 
in bad health. A few were old and dccrepid on admission, and 
five of the deaths were cases of old men u])wards of sixt^ years of 
age. 

The cost of maintenance, rations, clothing, and all other charges, 
excludmg cost of Police Guard, amounted to ;iC4, its. 2d. per head 
in 1857-58; 17s. 2d. per head in t86o-6i; and ^4, 17s. 2d. 

per head in 1870. The cost of the prison Police Guard in 18/0 
amounted to 8s. 1 id. per head of the jail population. The gross 
cost to Government of the Fandpur J^il, inclusive of the Police Guard 
over prisoners, amounted in 1870 to ^^1836, \4s. Deducting the 
cost of the jail Police, which is included in the general Police Budge, 
of the District, the cost oT t^.e jail amounted to ^1416. A certain 
proportion of the cost of thc.jaii, however,^is covered by the value of 
the prisoners’ labour. Manufactures have been carried* on in the 
Far/dpur jail for a period of thirty years. In 1857-58 the net [irofit 
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from prison manufactures amounted to 5s. 4d., or^an average 

earning of 15s. 6d. from each prisoner employed in manufactures 
In i86o~6i*'the prison industries yielded a profit of 7S- 2d, 

or an average earning of £1, is. 2d. from each prisoner employed 
in manufactures. -In 1870 jail manufactures yielded a profit of 
^65, 5s. 4d., the average earning of each prisoner actually employed 
on manufactures being jCi, os. 4jd. The hard-labour prisoners in 
the Fandpur jail arc mostly employed in cloth or gunny making, 
gardening, husking rice, making bamboo or rattan articles. Deduct- 
ing the profit derived from the prisoners’ labour in 1870, the net 
cost to Government of the Faridpur jail in 1870 amounted to 
^1771, 9s. inclusive of the cost of the jail Police Guard, and to 
;^i35o, 15s. exclusive of the cost of the jail Guard. 

Education has not as yet made much progress among the people. 
The following remarks iirQ condensed from a recent report by the 
Collector of the District, published in the Report of the Educational 
Department for j 87 1-72 : — Both the Muhammadans who inhabit 
the north, and the Chandals who principally dwell in the south, and 
who form nearly the w^holc native population of the District, are 
averse to education ; the former from ])rejudice against teaching 
which docs not assimilate with their religion. Tlie latter are an out- 
cast Hindu sect, who, from a long course of oppression and depen- 
dence, have a tradition that they must do and live as their forefathers 
before them. Unfortunately the middle class in this District, except- 
ing in the north, is very poor, and although numbers are anxious to 
send their children to school, they have not the means to set up 
schools without lieli>. Fiv^e new schools have been started, but they 
only live in the hope tliat Government will ullirnately help them. 
Moreover the richer of the landlords arc absentees, and the sub- 
division and sub-infeudation of landed i)ropcrty has done much to 
create a number of poverty-stricken men who call themselves 
fdliikddrs^ who are ashamed to dig, and remain a check to all progress 
or improvement, living from hand to mouth on the miserable pittance 
their inheritance provides. Pangsa, Goalanda, and perhaps Bel- 
gachhi, form an exception to these remarks. Persons who are not 
connected with the land are traders and money-lenders, and these, 
probably the*" richest residents of the District, are as" a nile a very 
miserly, penurious class, vdio consider their children only require to 
obtain the snrtall ac(iuaintance with writing and arithmetic necessary 
to keep shot). .Such men send their children to sugar-factories, 
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where, in ex^rhange for their labour, the overseer gives them some 
li4le idea of reading, writing, and accounts. Amongst the Muham- 
madans, every landed proprietor of the least pretension's keeps a 
munshi,^ on a salary of two or three shillings a month in addition 
to his food and clothing. This man teaches the children of the house 
and a few outsiders, but the education he imparts is small in 
amount, and of the most useless character. The Kurdn is read in 
Arabic, a language their teacher understands little or nothing of ; 
and their time is wasted in getting by heart sentences of which they 
do not know the meaning, and in learning to read pages of a book 
which 'they do not understand. Our grant-in-aid system only 
reached the middle classes, until Sir George Cami^beirs reforms in 
1872 extended education to the whole people. The upper classes 
are opposed to the lower orders being taught at all. The Brah- 
mans and Kdyasths deem education to, be Jtrk y their inheritance ; 
and in losing the co-operation of the wealthy classes, Government 
unavoidably fails to reach the ordinary cultivator ; for however much 
the latter may be oppressed, he looks to the former to interpret 
every action of the foreign race which rules him. • 

The Collector is of opinion that the only way to reach the lower 
strata is for Government to make education compulsory, and to 
insist upon all teachers being licensed. He thinks that the objec- 
tions of the Muhammadans to send their children to school would 
be removed if the certificated teacher was a member of their own 
faith. With regard to the Chandils, the barrier would be broken if 
education were offered free of charge. One difficulty in any educa- 
tional operations in Faridpur is the physical condition* of the 
country during a great part of the year, when the District is more or 
less covered with water. In the southern tracts, the inundations 
render it* impossible to move about except in 'boats, and a poor 
family which may own only one skiff, requires it to go to market, and 
to carry on the daily avocations of its principal members. Another 
recommendation made by the Collector is that civil engineering 
should be taught in the higher schdbls, and scliolarships granted 
tenable in the Calcutta Civil Engineering College. 

The total number of Government and aided schools in Faridpur 
District in 1856-57 was 10, attended by 602 pupils; ih i8bo-6i 
the number of these schools hr»d increased tc^3o, with 1421 scholars ; 
and in 1870-71 the Government and aided schools had further 
increased to 52, attended by a total of 2000 scholars. Govern- 
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ment expenditure on education has increased from 2S. 6d. in 

1856-57 to ^£846, 15s. 5d. in 1870-71 ; the amount of private contri- 
butions, subscriptions, fees, &c., to the Government and aided schools 
increasing from £2^$, 6s. 9d. to £^^2, 15s. 4d. within the same 
period. The following table, compiled from the reports of the 
Education Department, gives the number of schools of each descrip- 
tion, number and religion of pupils, cost of each to Government, 
and amount subscribed by private contributions, subscriptions, &c., 
for the years 1856-57, 1860-61, and 1870-71. It must be remem- 
bered, however, that it only includes Government and aided schools, 
and not any private schools not under inspection by the Educa- 
tion Department. 

The table on the opposite page is exclusive of Government and 
aided schools in Pdngsd Police Circle, recently added to Faridpur. 
The Educational Repo.t for 1871-72 gives ten schools in this 
tract attended by 342 scholars. The cost to Government for these 
schools amounted to ;!^io9, los., the amount derived from subscrip- 
tions, fees, &:c., being £110^ 7s. 8d., the total outlay on the ten 
schools being ;^293, 10s, 6d. Adding these figures to the following 
table, we have now a total of 62 Government and aided schools in 
Farfdpur District, attended by a total of 2342 scholars. The total 
cost to Government was £s)S^j 5 ^* amount derived from 

private sources, schooling fees, &c., being ^,983, 3s. ; and the total 
outlay on the 62 schools, £2oSi), ns. 4d. As before stated, no 
statistics exist from vvliich the number of schools not under inspec- 
tion by the Educational Department can be gathered, nor any infor- 
mation as to the number of pii])ils, or cost of education in these 
Y)rivate schools. 

Sir George CampuelCs Reforms, 1872. — The General Report 
on Public Instruction in Bengal for 1872-73 affords an important 
indication of the valuable consequences that may be anticipated to 
follow in the course of the next few years from the resolution dated 
September 30, 1872. This report only extends over six months 
of the pefiod during which tbj new system came into operation, but 
both in the result^ actually achieved, and in the tendencies disclosed, 
it shows that the main obstacles to the progress of primary educa- 
tion alluded to in a previous page are now in process of being 
removed. The Inspector of Schools Reports with reference to Farid- 
pur, that the Chanddls are willing to accept education if Govern- 
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ment provides it for them, and that there is practically no limiUto 
the number of schools that may be set up except the length of 
the Government i)urse. The low-class Muhammadans also accept 
education gratefully.” The figures entirely bear out these hopeful 
remarks. The number of schools in this District during the year 
1872-73 increased from 65 to 176, and the number of pupils from 
2653 to 6497; while both the gross expenditure and the Govern- 
ment expenditure have absolutely diminished. The boys at schools 
under return are now about 6 per 1000 of the entire population. 
Out of the 4080 new pupils brought under regular public instruc- 
tion by Sir G. Campbeirs measures, only 1222 could read and write 
at the end of the fiscal year, after tuition varying from one to two 
months, and 2858 are still almost totally ignorant. These figures 
do not, of course, repre^bnt what will be the ultimate outcome of the 
new system. To those, however, who appreciate the importance of 
systematic education, it is cheering to observe that 1315 Musalmdn 
boys are already attending at the new pdt sd/dsy whereas in 1871 the 
number of Miisalmdns in all the Government and aided schools in 
the District was only 191. Active measures also are being taken to 
push out pioneer schools among the Chandills, whose present posi- 
tion the Inspector describes as almost schoolless.” Out of a total 
population of more than 156,000 of this curious race in Farfdpur, 
less than 200 boys are, according to these returns, to be found at 
school. 

Postal Statistics. — The increased use made of the Post-office 
during'date years is another indication of the progress which the 
District has made under British rule. The number of letters, news- 
papers, parcels, &c., received at the Farfdpur Post-office has nearly 
doubled since 1861-62, while the postal revenue has more than 
doubled. The following table shows the number of letters, news- 
papers, &c., received at and despatched from the Farfdpur Post-office 
in 1861-62, 1865-66, and 1870-71 : — 
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Postal Statistics of FARforuR District in 1861-62. 1865-66, 
AND 1870-71. 
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Fiscat. Divisions. — The number of villages or rural communes 
in Farulpur District in 187?) was returned at 1780 by the Collector. 
According to the results of the Survey Officers (1856-63) there were 
2013 villages with a population of 219 souls to each. The Census 
of 1872 returned the number at 2307 each, containing ant^iverage 
population of ^39 souls. The only two towns in tlie District whose 
population was estimated by the Collector m 1870 to exceed 2000 
souls, wei*e the Civil Station of Faridpur and Sayy;tlj)ur. d'he Census 
Report, however, returns twenty-eight towns or villages as contain- 
ing a population of upwards of 2000 souls. The number of Fiscal 
Divisions in the District is variously estimated, 'In the Board of 
Revenue Statistics of Area, Revenue tvid PDpiilaW’on, a lis*t is given 

* The returns for 1870-71 do not distinguish hctvvecd service and private 
letters. 

+ No return has j;et been receiVett of the letters, ncAvspapers, desj'atchcd 
in 1870-71. 

J Exclusive of 4 ^- derived from the sale Iff service stamps for official 
correspondence. Prior to 1866, this item was inchuied in the general jiostal 
revenue. 
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of the following forty-three Fiscal Divisions, showing tlife area, num- 
ber of estates, amount of land revenue, &c., of each : — • 

(i.) AmrApur, area 34 acres, or 0*5 square miles \ contains i 
estate, and pays an annual Government revenue of £1, 2s. 

(2.) Am/rAbAd, area 4240 acres, or 6*62 square miles ; 5 estates ; 
land revenue, 266, los. 

(3.) Am/rnagar, or-AMiNNAGAR, area 2517 acres, or 3*93 square 
miles; i estate; land revenue, 14s. 

(4.) Baikunthpur, area 4106 acres, or 641 square miles; 9 
estates; land revenue, ;^2 46, i6s. 

(5.) J 3 Ak/pur, area 136 acres, or 0*21 square miles ; i estate; land 
revenue, ^^9, 14s. 

(6.) Baular, area 47 acres, or 0*07 square miles ; i estate ; land 
revenue, Ss. 

(7.) BandarkholA, area 447 acres, or 0*69 square miles ; 2 estates; 
land revenue, ^128, 12s. 

(8.) BiiXOACiinf, area 20,866 acres, or 32*60 square miles; 28 
estates; land revenue, ;^795, 4s. 

(9.) Binodpur 'PappA, area not mentioned; i estate ; land reve- 
nue, £4. 

(10.) BirAiiimpur, area 9087 acres, or 14*19 square miles ; 2 
estates; land revenue, £2^^^ 12s. 

(it.) B/rmohan, area 29,203 acres, qr 45*63 square miles; 602 
estates ; land revenue, ;^955, 14s. 

(12.) DhuldI, area 36,958 acres, or 57*74 square miles ; 59 estates ; 
land revenue, ;^'io44, 4s. 

(13.) FATHijANGPUR,area not mentioned; 19 estates; land revenue, 

£-^ 19 , . 

(14.) GangApath, area 32 acres,' or 0*05 square miles ; Q estates ; 
land revenue, ;^2 26, 10s. 

(15.) HAkimpur, area 14,017 acres, or 21*90 square miles; 32 
estates ; land revenue, £824, 4s. 

(16.) H 4 viLf, avea 2820 acres, or 4*40 square miles; 131 estates; 
land revenue, £jtSj 16s. 

(17.) JahAngIrnagar, area 75 acres, or o’li square miles; 2 
estate? ; land revenue, £4, 2s. 

(18.) JalAlpur, area 67,058 acres, or 104*77 sq[uare miles; 687 
estates; ,land revenue, ;^'i34i. 

(19.) KAshtiiasAgarA, area 287 acres, or 0*44 square miles; i 
estate ; land revenue, £ 1 . 
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(20.) KAsimnagar, area 4824 acres, or 7-53 square miles, 22 
•states ; land revenue, £222^ 8s. ^ 

(21.) KoshA, area 7 acres, or o*oi square miles; i estate; land 
revenue, 8s, 

(22.) MahimshAh/, area 5866 acres, or 9*16 square miles; 27 
estates; land revenue, £21^, los. 

(23.) Mahmudpur, area 2774 acres, or 4*33 square miles ; 114 
estates ; land revenue, ;£^i55, 14s. 

(24.) Muharakpur UjiAL, area 30 acres, or *04 square miles; i 
estate^; land revenue, ^3, los. 

(25.) Mukimpur, area 4858 acres, or 7'59 square miles ; 8 estates ; 
land revenue, £sA, 8s. 

(26.) Nald/, area 41,721 acres, or 65*18 square miles ; J04 estates ; 
land revenue, ^756, 2s. 

(27.) NASinsHAiif, area 285 1 acres,*or 4*45 .(juare miles; 97 estates ; 
land revenue, £j^6o, 16s. 

(28.) NasratshahI, area 121 acres, or *18 square miles; 2 
estates; land revenue, £s- 

(29.) NtiRULLAPUR, area 1339 acres, or 2 09 square miles; 4 
estates ; land revenue, ^69, 4s. 

(30.) PAtpasAr, area 1265 acres, or 1*97 sejuarc miles ; 28 estates ; 
land revenue, £133, i6s. 

(31.) Pok'jAni, area ^10 1 mentioned; 1 estate; land revenue^ 

£205, 8s. 

(32.) Rajnagar, area 814 acres, or 1*27 square miles ; 5 estates; 
land revenue, £sSj ^ 

(33.) Kokanpur, area 240 acres, or *37 square miles ; 2 estates ; 
land revenue, ^^14, los. . 

(34.)^ RupapAt Taraf, area 18,598 acres, or 29*05 square miles ; 

I estate ; land revenue, ;£’ioo3, 2s. 

(35.) ShAjapur, area 140 acres, or *21 square miles ; 3 estates ; 
land revenue, £1, 2s, . 

(36.) SAtatr, area 82,324 acres, or i28*(i3 square miles^ 86 estates; 
land revenue, ^^4576, i8s. 

(37.) ShAhpur Tappa, area 542,107 acres, or 847*04 square miles * 
49 estates ; land re venue, ^;£*3 7 66. ^ ^ * 

(38.) SheriTiA, area 1190 acres, or i’85 square miles ; iC estates; 
land revenue, ;^53. * • » 

(39.) SiNDURf, area 1338 acres, or 2*09 square miles ; 8 estates ; 
land revenue, ^^23, i6s. 
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(40.) SultAnpur KhXkaria, area 6445 acres, or i<b'07 square 
miles; 14 estates; land revenue, ;^2 t, 12s. r 

(41.) Teli'hat/, area 105,947 acres, or 165*64 square miles; 24 
estates ; land revenue, 4S- 

(42.) Tkl/ha*i / Amirajud, area 7144 acres, or ii*i6 square miles ; 
77 estates ; land revenue, ;^2J3, i8s. 

(43.) TELUiArf Muhauhatpur, area 7442 acres, or 11*62 square 
miles; 1 estate ; land revenue, ^40^, los. 

Total area 1,031,315 acres, or 1611*42 square miles ; 2287 estates ; 
land revenue, ;^2 1,994, 14s. The difference between these totals and 
those given in the ])aragraph on the Land Tax is due to alterations 
of boundary, S:c., since these statistics for the Fiscal Divisions 
were drawn up. Nearly all these Fiscal Divisions are j)ermanently 
settled. 

The list of Fiscal Divisions furnished to me by the Collector 
differs, with regard to numbers, very considerably from the above. 
Two or more Fiscal Divisions are sometimes included in one in the 
33oard of Revenue’s Statistics. The list furnished by the Collector 
numbers seventy Fiscal Divisions, as follow: — (i) Amrapur, (2) 
Amrdpur d appa, (3) Amirnagar, (4) Amirabad, (5) Aurangabdd Tappd, 
(6) Daikimtlipur, (7) Takipur, (8) Bakijmr Tapjxi, (9) Bandarkhola, 
(10) Baular, (ri) lielgdchhf, (12) Bikrampiir, (13) Birahiminir, (14) 
Bfrmolian, (15) Cliandjiratap, (16) Char Myk undid, (17) Dhuldi, (18) 
Diirgdpur, (19) Fathidbad, (20) Fathijangpur, (21) Gangdpath, (22) 
Garvvarish, (23) Hdkimpiir, (24) Havili, (25) Ildvili Taj)pd, (26) 
Ichhdpur Tappd, (27) Ishakdbdd, (28) Isldmpur, (29) Jafar Ujidl, (30) 
Jahdngirnagar, (31) Jaldlpiir, (32) Kdlnd, (33) Kashlhasdgard, (34) 
Kdsimnagar, (35) Kdsiiiipur Kalydn Sri, (36) Kdsimpur d'elihdtf, 
(37) Khdnpiir, (38) Khargapur, (39) Kosha, (40) Lashkarpjir, (41) 
IMahiinshdhf, (42) ^^ahmudpur, (^3) Mubarak Ujidl, (44) Muhabbat- 
pur, (45) Mukimpur, (46) Naldi, (47) Nasibshdhi, (48) Nasratshdhi, 
(49) Niirulldpur, (50) Pdtpasar, (51) Poktdni, (52) Rdjnagar, (53) 
Rokanpur, (54) Sdgardi, (55) Shajapur, (56) Sdlesw^arf, (57) Salim- 
pratdp, (58) Salimpiir, (59) Sdlair, (60) Sherdid, (61) Shafipyr, (62) 
Shdhpur Tappd, {63) Shujdbdd, (64) Shujdbdd Kutabpur, (65) Sinduri 
(66) Sopdrgdon,^ (67) Sultdnpratdp, (68) ^Sultdnpur Khararid, (69) 
Telihdtf, (70) Telihdtf Muhabbatpur. * 

Subdiv^sional Adminictration. — Fdridpur District contains only 
two Subdivisions, viz., the Headquarters or Sadr Subdivision, and the 
Godlanda Subdivision. The Headquarters Subdivision comprises 
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the seven Police Circles (thdnds) of F'aridpur, Bhushnd, Awdrp.ur, 
Sadrpiir, Ueord, Maksudpur, and Gopalganj. It contains an area of 
*1067 square mileSj, 1381 villages or townships, io7,793«houses, and 
a* total population of 709,451 souls. The Muhammadans number 
200,306 males and 208,130 females; total 408,436, or 57*6 per cent, 
of the subdivisional populatipn. Proportion of Muhammadan males 
to total Miisiilmans, 49 ‘o j)er cent. The Hindus number 144,456 
males and 154,272 females; total, 298.728, or 42-1 percent, of the 
subdivisional population. Proportion oi Hindu males to total Hindu 
population, 48-4 percent. The Christian poinilation consists of 210 
male» and 190 females ; total 400, or 'i percent, of the subdivisional 
population. ■ rro])ortioii of Christian males to to^al Christian popu- 
lation, 52*5 per cent. Other denominations comprise 869 males and 
1018 females; total 1887,01' *2 j)er cent of the total population. 
Proportion of males, 46-1 per cent. A\^‘j ,e pressure of subdivi- 
sional population i)cr square mile, 665 ; average number of villages 
ortownsliips per square mile, 1*29; average number of persons per 
village, 514 ; average number of houses per square mile, loi ; aver- 
age number of inmates per house, 6*6. • 

GoALANnA SuuDivisioN coiisists of the three Police Circles 
(thdjids) of Godlanda, Belgachhi, and Pangsa, and compris^s^an area 
of 429 square miles, 926 villages or townships, 49,725 houses, and a 
total population of 303,138 souls. The Muhammadans number 
91,969 males and 87,894 females; total 179,863, or 59*4 per cent 
of the subdivisional iiopulation. Proportion of Muhammadan males 
to total Musuhnans, 51*1 per cent The Hindus number 59,599 
males and 62,661 females; total 122,260, or 40*3 per cant of the 
subdivisional population. Proportion of Hindu males to total 
Hindus, 48*7 per cent The Christians flumber 47 males and 16 
females; total 63. l^roportiou of males, 74*6 jier cent Other de- 
nominations consist of 398 males and 554 females ; total 952, or *3 
per cent of the subdivisional population. Proportion of males 41*8 
per cent Average pressure of subdivisional pojailation, 706 per 
square mile; average number of pillages pei» square* mile, 2*16; 
average number of persons per village, ; average number 
of houses per square mile, 116; average number of inmates per 
house, 6*1. 

Climate and Seasons. —The climate of Farfdpur is, like that of 
other Districts of Eastern Bengal, very da^np, and not.sukcd to per- 
sons with a tendency to rheumatism or subject to coughs. The sea- 



358 STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF FARIDPUR DISTRICT. 

sons are divided into tlie rainy, the cold, and the hot weather. The 
rains generally set in early, often at the end of April, and hy the end 
of June thcf greater part of the. District is under water. The colcf 
weather commences from the beginning of November, or a little later, 
and continues till the* middle or latter end of February. The hot 
weather begins in March, and lasts tili the commencement of the 
rains. The average annual rainfall for the ten years ending 1868, is 
stated by the Civil MedicM Officer of the District to be 85*42 inches. 
The average temperature for the same period is said to be as 
follows : — Mean temperature at sunrise, 73*56 ; mean at 10 a.m., 
78*03 ; mean at 4 p.m., 80*50 ; mean at 10 p.m., 75*58. • 

Mej)ical History : Endemic Diseases.— The diseases princi- 
pally met with in Faiidpur arc, as may be expected, fevers of a 
malarial or paludial origin, of which the forms most prevalent are 
quotidian and tertian ague,; the remittent and continued forms are 
extremely rare. These fevers are, as a general rule, considered as a 
single disease, and usually increase in intensity at the time of the 
first setting in of the rains, becoming more and more severe as the 
season advances, until they assume their highest intensity and 
development about, or soon after, the cessation of the rains, in 
October or November. The attacks then gradually become milder 
through the remainder of the cold season and the ensuing spring and 
hot weather, till the next rains, when the malaria seems to receive a 
new impulse, and so on in every succeeding' year. The first fevers in 
the cycle arc of the mildest ague kind, seldom remittent or continued, 
and generally com])licated with catarrhal affections. Rheumatic fevers, 
of a purely malarial origin, are also occasionally met with about this 
season. The attacks which follow these in July, August, and Septem- 
ber are of a more severb character, the fever being generally high 
and of longer duration, often setting in as a remittent of a cocitinued 
type, or assuming one or other of these forms in the course of its 
progress. The next seizures in the series, which occur in October 
and November, are 'almost always paroxysmal, and they are apt to be 
complicated* with enlargement of the spleen and liver, with other subse- 
quent organic diseases, if neglected. During the remaining months, 
the few cases of ague which present themselves are, generally 
speaking, slight and uncomplicated. No sanitary or other efforts, 
such as the drainage of swamps, increased cultivation, clearance of 
jungle, &e., have been carried out in recent times, so as to reduce 
the extent of the prevailing diseases. 
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Epidemics. — Epidemics seldom occur in Farfdpur District, and 
no epidemic sickness of any kind made its appearance in 1869. 
Sporadic cases of cholera are, however, met with all over the Dis- 
trict during the hot-weather months. Choleraic diarrhoea is also 
very common about this season. In January and February 1869 
an epidemic broke out among the cattle in a few villages near 
Farfdpur city, causing considerable mortality. No record was 
kept of the death-rate, but the 'Civil Surgeon is of opinion that at 
least two thirds of the affected animals succumbed to the disease, 
and tiiat not less than a hundred head of cattle were thus carried 
away in the three villages which principally suffered. 

Medical Charities. — The Padaindf PJranch Dispensary, estab- 
lished in June 1867, is situated in the Got^lnnda Subdivision, and is 
under the charge of a native doctor. The 4?. .jber of outdoor patients 
treated in 1871 was 1078 against 922 in the previous year. The 
local income amounted to ^35, 16s. against ^34, 2S. in 1870, and 
was sufficient to meet the expenses of the Dispensary. This is the 
only medical charity in the District, • 

Native Practitioners. — There are a very few good native prac- 
titioners {Kabirdjs) in the District. But the majority of them (of 
whom one or two may be met with in almost every large village) 
appear to have degenerated into mere quacks. The remedies used by 
the Kabmxj are cold se!iatives, relaxants, depressants, and cooling 
agents generally; dry astringents, absorbents, &c.; warm tonics, car- 
minatives, &c.; hot stimulants, condiments, &c., and moist diluents, 
demulcents, watery food, &c. There is not a mineral to be found 
in Bengal, nor an indigenous drug of any efficacy, which has not a 
place in their pharmacopceia. Mercury is sparingly employed by them. 
Metallic tonics, especially oxides of gold, silver^ and iron, are largely 
resorted to in chronic ailments. The celebrated bish bari, or poison 
pills, are also administered in low fevers. Arsenic and opium, with 
doses of pdnchaxi (a thick febrifugal infusion of “a number of drugs), 
are their sheet-anchor in all ordinary# fevei'S. Iif dysenWry and diar- 
rhoea, kutrdj\ bark of Wrightea antidysenterica, dped pulp of bel fruit, 
mango stones, &c., are largely had recourse to. I'hese village KaH- 
rdjs follow no particular •system. They use quinine and sdme few 
European medicines freely, ^especially those of the purgative class. 
Salivation by mercury is their last resource in all forms of c^ironic dis- 
ease, except splenetis. In all minor and undefined ailments, issues 
are a favourite application with the Kabirdj ; they are generally 
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inserted in the middle of a leg or arm, and are sometimes kept open 
for months.r 

Indigenous Drugs.— No minerals from which drugs are made 
are indigenous to the District. Mom (Cera flava) is made into an 
ointment, and used as an emollient. The Mzifr drugs are thus 
given by the Civil Surgeon : — (i) Bdbldr did (Acacia arabica) ; the 
gum is an excellent substitute for gum-arabic, and is used as a 
demulcent. (2) Supdrt (Areca catechu) ; a solution given as a de- 
mulcent. (3) Bel (.^gle marmelos) ; the pulp made into sherbet is 
given as an astringent, nutritive, and tonic. (4) Mdddr (Calctropis * 
gigantea) ; the bark of the root reduced to powder forms a tolerably 
effective substitute for ipecacuanha. (5) Ldl marich or lankd 
(Capsicum annuiim) \ used as a stimulant and carminative. (6) Bhdt 
(Clerodendron infortunatym) ; an infusion or decoction of dried 
leaves, used as a tonic, vermifuge, antiperiodic, and febrifuge. (7) 
Ndrikel or cocoa-nut (Cocos nucifera) ; the oil used as an emollient. 
(8) Golan cha (Tinospora cordifolia); an extract made from the stem 
of the plant is<used as a tonic; it is best used in the convalescent 
form of fevers and other diseases. (9) Kachu (Colocasia esculenta) ; 
the fresh juice is a powerful styptic in external haemorrhage from 
cuts and wounds. (10) y^;/^7//4r;;/w/(Hemidesmus indicus) ; a decoc- 
tion made from the root is given as an alterative, tonic, diaphoretic, 
ttc., and is a good substitute for sarsaparilla, (ii) Madliu or honey 
(mel) ; a demulcent. (12) Ldl child, or red lead (Plumbago rosea) ; 
a plaster, used as a rubifacient and vesicant. (13) 2'il (Sesarnum 
orientale') ; the pulp of the seeds powdered up and taken with sugar 
is a mild laxative for habitual constipation. (14) Rdi sarishd or 
mustard ; a plaster, used as a stimulant and rubifacient. (15) Hard 
(Terminalia chebula); a powder, given as a laxative, altera- 
tive, and tonic. (16) Indrajab (VVrightea antidysentefica) ; the 
seeds and bark used as a tonic and astringent. (17) Sunt or dried 
ginger (Zinziber officinalis) ; a powder, given as a stimulant. Many 
other vegetable dru'gs ma^ be kought in the bdzdrs, but they are not 
indigenous to the District. I trust to the Civil Surgeon for the 
scientific nomenclature, verified to the best of my power. 

ConJ>erv3vncy, &c. — Act VI. of 1868, passed by the Council of the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, was introduced into the town of Farfd- 
• pur in Aprihi868, and since then all matters relating to the conser- 
vancy and improvement thereof are managed by a Town Committee, 
of which one third are official members, with the Magistrate of the 
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District presiding as Chairman. The roads and drains are kept in 
very fair order j nuisances are prevented as far as possiWe \ and the 
water supply is carefully conserved as regards the public tanks. A 
sum of ^5 a month, which at present is all the town can afford, 
is allotted for the purposes of keeping down jungle, preserving 
cleanliness, and for conservancy generally. The dry-earth system is 
followed in the jail, in strict accordance with the rules of the Bengal 
Jail Code. Elsewhere there is no system at all with regard to this 
point. For the purposes of nature, the poorer classes go to the 
nearest fields, where the excreta are left to rot, or to be washed 
away by the rain, as the case may be. In the, houses of the few 
well-to-do natives, some sort of a privy is generally constructed^ 
often merely a hole in the earth, two or e feet deep, with a mat 
for a screen. The ordure is never degc rised or removed. No 
military cantonments are situated in the District. 

Sanitary Condition of the District. — The following brief 
account is extracted from page 205 of the “History and Statistics of 
the Dacca Division " (Faridpur Section) : — “ The only place in which 
sanitary matters have hitherto received any attention is the Station 
of Farfdpur; and, on the whole, the sanitation here is fair and satis- 
factory. It is situated on the banks of the Mard Padmd, and bounded 
on the south by a fresh-water lake called the Dhol Sanuidra, the 
water of which affords simple drainage, excei)t in the height of the 
rains. The diainage is amj)Ie, and duly looked after. The liouses are 
clean and not overcrowded ; the water supply is good and tolerably 
wholesome. In the interior the houses are not well raised ; at least 
many are not sufficiently elevated to withstand the heavy floods. 
There are no roads in the villages, unless tire numerous cattle-tracks 
may b «5 so called ; but during the dry season gf the year, the dried- 
up watercourses are an easy means of thoroughfare. The drains of 
the villages are anything but good; they are simply numerous ditches, 
trenches, and small watercourses {mdlds\ overgrbwn with weeds, and 
choked with dead and decaying matt<»r of eVery s< 5 rt. TheVater supply 
is* chiefly confined to tanks ; any pit or hole i^ so named ; they are 
scarcely less noisome than the drains, and are generally filled with 
filth. The qply means* of communication in the heiglft of the 
rains is by boat or by floating rafts made of bamboos or plantain 
stems. Defective drainage is not the only evil to be complained of. 
The malaria arising from the ditches and pools alluded to cannot 
readily escape, for the houses are embedded in rank, close jungle, 
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consisting of trees and bamboos, and the interstices filled with brush- 
wood and creepers, altogether forming a barrier impervious to air and 
sunshine. The wonder is that people can exist in such an atmos- 
phere. Subsist, however, they do, though the progeny they rear is 
weak and sickly.” 
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APPENDIX TO BAKARGANJ DISTRICT. 


Lani^ Tenures. — The following description of the different varieties 
of Land Tenures met with in Bakarganj District is slightly condensed 
from a Report drawn up by Deputy Collector Ivibu Hari Mohan Sen, 
and forwarded to me by the Bengal (iovcrnnn t. The subject pro- 
perly belongs to the main body of the ^tatis^ic: 1 Account, but the in- 
formation was not received till too late for insertion in its proper place. 

Independent Lstates. — I'he total number of estates on tlie re- 
venue roll of BilkarganJ District paying revenue direct to Government 
is returned at 5418 on the 31st August 1873. Of thcsc,*52 78 were on 
the fixed department of the rent-roll, and 140 on the fluctuating depart- 
ment. The number of estates on the fixed department which have 
been permanently settled is returned at 4992. Of these, 4707 wxre 
permanently settled at the time of the Decennial Settlement, viz., 162 
zam'uiddns and 4545 indef^endent taluks. Of the remaining 285 
estates, 15 are resumed Idkkirdj, 68 cka/s resumed under Regulation 
II. of 1819, 189 estates .sold by Government, and 13 permanently 
settled Simdarban grants. The number of estates settled* tempo- 
rarily is 286. The above gives the latest report of ll\e rent-roll, but 
when the Mddaripur Subdivision is transferred to Faridpiir, certain 
changes will take place. The distinction between a zamuuldri and 
an independent idluk is now merely nominal ; it consisted in the 
zaininddri having been originally a pargand, or a share of one, while 
an independent was a lading which was separated* from the 

zamhuhbd at the time of^ie DecenniM Settlement, and the rent of 
which became thencefofth directly payable to Government. 

Zaimuddris. — The largest za 7 niuddn in the District is that of Idal- 
pur, belonging t» the Tagore family, in whose possession “it has been 
since 1812. The zavnuddri k one of old standing, and is mentioned 
in a table given at page 367 of the Fifth Report of tl 7 e House of 
Commons (original edition), as having belonged to one Ramballabh 
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in 1165 (1758-59 A.D.), and as having borne a revenue of ;^47oi, 
los. in 1J35 (1728-29 A.D.), and of ;^io,62 7 in 1170 (1763-^4 
A.D.) It IS also alluded to at some length on a previous page of this 
Statistical Account 

The oldest zammddri in the District appears to be that of Chand- 
radvvfp, which is said to liave belonged to the Rdjds of Chandradwip 
for several centuries ^before the Permanent Settlement ; a brief de- 
scription of it is given at a previous page of this Statistical Account, 
quoted from the Special Report on the ‘‘ History and Statistics of the 
Dacca Division^’ (1867). The Salimdbad zafninddrt \s also a very 
old one, and the parga?id is situated partly in Jessor and partly in 
lldkarganj. For long the lands comprised in it remained unculti- 
vated, as the manufacture of salt was conducted to a large extent in 
it. It is now one of the most profitable estates in the District. 
Bozargomedpur originally belonged to Agd Bakar, who is said to have 
given his name to Bakarganj District. It then passed into the hands 
of Raja Rajballabh Sen, and on his death, and after his heirs had*, by 
quarrelling among themselves, failed to pay up the Cxovernment 
revenue, it was put up to sale and bought in by Government in 1801. 
The par^and as a zamhtddri at one time contained several dependent 
idliiks. Of these, many have been gradually sold by Government. 
There are still 2 28 dependent taluks \\\ \.\\q zajuinddri^ and the revenues 
of all of them are i)aid directly and separately into the Treasury, al- 
though they are included in one number in the rent-roll. These two 
large za??i'mdd?is are also alluded to at greater length on a previous 
page, the description being slightly condensed from the History 
and Statistics of the Dacca Division” (18C7). 

Indcpcudcni Taluks. — As stated above, the number of taluks sepa- 
rated from the i)arent zammddns at the time of the Decennial 
Settlement, and the revenues of which were thenceforth made payable 
direct to Government, numbered 4545. The annual Government 
revenues paid on account of them varies from ;^i048, 15s. to as low 
as three farthings. The largest of tii?se tdluks are situated in par- 
^aftd Bozargomedpur, while the smallest rnd the most numerous are 
in pargand Bangrora. The Mission tdlnk at Sibpur is one of old 
standing. It is composed of four hawdldsy made over in 1764 by 
Rija Rdjballabli of Rdjnagar for the maintenance of a Christian 
priest at Sibpur. The revenue of the taluk is £1^6, 3s. The most 
profitable of the estates permanently settled after the Permanent 
Settlement is Aild Phuljhuri ; it yields an income of about 10,000, 
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while its ajfsessment is only ;^34, i8s. It is zx\. dhadkdri tiUiPiy 
granted by Government in 1805 to one Rdm Dhan Ch^itarji rent 
free for seven years, and thereafter subject to the payment of a 
‘fixed rent of ;^34, i8s. In 1809, the estate passed into the hands 
of one Krishna Gobind Rdi, and subsequently into the hands of 
Khwdjd Wdfezulld, by whose descendant, Khwdja Asdnulld of Dacca, 
it is at present held. 

Taluk Muhammad Haidt is also deserving of note. It was com- 
posed of several properties, which belonged to one Muhammad 
Haidt, and which were forfeited to Government on account of his 
having been convicted of gang-robbery. The right of Government 
in the mahals^ except in one, has been sold. 

Fcn?iancntly Settled Estates. — The following table shows the classi- 
fication of the permanently settled estate.;, : ording to the amount 
of revenue paid by them : — 
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Temporarily Settled Estates. — Besides the estates settled in ])erpc- 
tuity there are 72 temporarily settled estates, which are the j^roperty 
of individuals. • These are chars^ or newly-formed alluvial lands, re- 
sumed under the provisions of Regulatior^II. of 1819. The settle- 
ment of such estates is made with the proprietors of tlie parent 
estates to which they are attached, unless they refuse to accept the 
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terms offered them by Government. These gpstates are 'Classified as 
under, according to tlie amount' of revenue paid by them : — Number 
of estates paying ;;^iooo a year and upwards, nil; number paying 
between jQioo and ;^iooo, 13 ; number paying between ;^io and 
;^ioo, 23 ; number between and ;^io, ii ; number paying be- 
tween jQi and 13 ; number paying less than 12. Total of 
temporarily settled estates, 72. 

The Ldkhtrdj Estates of two kinds: (i) estates held rent-free 
under valid grants ; and (2) estates of which the Government revenue 
has been redeemed. Of the first description there are nine estates, 
seven of which are situated in pargand Chandradwip, and two in 
pargand Salimdbild. Two of these estates are held under bddshdhi 
grants, or estates granted rent-free by the Miighul governors ; the 
others are held under sanads^ or deeds of gift, from the za 7 ninddrs. 
Of the zannnddi'i grants ’two- arc debottar^ or lands assigned for the 
worship of the gods ; one is brah/notta/'y or land assigned for the 
support of brahmans ; the other four are khdfidbariy or unassessed 
homestead land. The two hadslidhi grants are situated in pargand 
Chandradwip.' The first is lield by the descendants of one Lakshman 
Sinh, to whom a grant of 77 acres of land was made by Shdh Shujd 
•in consideration of the services of his family in a fight with the 
Maghs. 'I'lie other, consisting of 368 acres, is held by the descen- 
dants of one Kutab-ud-din, who received the grant from Sayyid KuH 
Khan. The estates, of which the Government revenue has 

])ecn redeemed, are eighteen in number, of which thirteen are situated 
within par\;and Sriram])iir. 

The Govennneni Estates held in luirrn are either island chars or 
estates purchased at auction sale on account of arrears of revenue. 
They number 2 14 in all, and are classified as undei, acconling to the 
amount of revenue [laid by them ; — Number of estates paying an 
annual revenue of ^{^1000 and upwards, 6; estates paying between 
;^ioo and ^^jooo, 35 ; estates paying between ;^io and ;^roo, 52 ; 
estates jiayjng, between 5 and 8 ; estates paying between 

and ^5, 25 ; estates paying less 78. Total number 

of estates, 214. 

Estates under Goveiiinient Jlla/iagement. — Previous to April 1873, 
there was only one estate in Bakarganj under direct Government 
management {khds), and that was Jainagar, in the Subdivision of Dak- 
sh(n ShabAidzpur. Since that period, however, many estates, of which 
the settlement expired with the end of Marcli last, have been brought 
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under ^//ifj-^anagement, and there are now in the District as many as 
estates under the direct management of Government. These 
estates are of two kinds : firsts estates the j^roperty of Government ; 
and secotid^ estates the property of individuals. In the case of the latter 
class of estates, Government lias to pay to the proprietors nidlikihid^ 
or allowance in consideration of their proprietary rights, at rates vary- 
ing from 5 to 10 percent, on the net collections of the estates. The 
number and nature of these estates are as follows : — 
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Tenures heed by Middlemen. — These are distinguished from 
cultivating tenures by the flict that they convey a right to collect the 
rents of the land, while the cultivating oxrayaii tenures convey the right 
to the actual possession of the soil. 'Jlie names of the nineteen tenures 
held by middlemen met with in Bakarganj District are as follow : — 
(i) tdluk^ (2) ausai taluk ^ (3) mm ausat tdluk^ (4) mm fd/uk, (5) 
kawdldj ( 6 ) ausat hawdld, ( 7 ) nim ausat kaim/d, ( 8 ) 7 itm misat mm 
hawdld^ (9) tim lia^vdld, (10) patfii, (ii) dar pat ui, (12) takslmi, (13) 
task/ilst, ( 14 ) khatid kJiar'idy ( 15 ) zimmd^ ( 16 ) mushkJiasi, ( 17 ) dbdd- 
kdfdj (i3) tfiirdshy and (19) dar viirdsh. There .are numerous links 
in the chain of tenures between the proprietor who holds direct from 
the State and the actual tiller of the soil. First comes the za 7 tnnddri 
or parent estate ; next the tdli/ky the ausat taluk, and the 711771 ausat 
taluk; then the lunvdld, tl^ iiusai liai^dld, a«nd thtf nun au'sat hatudla; 
and, last of all, the kati;d(d or rayati tenancy of t].ie actual cultivator. 
The Deputy Collector in his Rej)ort states that he was first told that 
in practice the tenures do •not stand in the order mentioned* above, 
and that more than 3 or 4 such tenures do not occur on the same 
estate. But he has since been assureef by experienced persons 
that in many casejs, and especially in pa/^and Saliindbad, all these 
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tenures are met with in the same piece of land, and all in ^eir regular 
order. 

'rhe follciwing is a brief account of each of the intermediate tenures 
named above : — - 

(i.) Tdlitk. — The name is derived from an Arabic word, which 
means dependence. The system of idlukddri tenures had its origin 
with the Muhammadan Government. The Mughul Emperors in- 
troduced the j'lractice of granting tdluks at a favourable assessment 
as a mark of flivour or on condition of clearing and cultivating waste 
lands. In imitation of this principle, tdluks were afterwards created 
by the zaimuddr also, who, on receiving a bonus or saldmi^ made 
over to the tdlukddr almost his entire rights in portions of his estate, 
subject to the payment to him of an annual rent. 

At tlie time of the Permanent Settlement, these taluks were 
divided into two classes, ^-indej^endent and dependent. The inde- 
l)endcnt tdluks^ called kkdrijd or huzuri^ were separated from the 
zauibiddris. The dependent tdluks remained included in the zamin- 
ddns. They are called luazkuri or slid mill tdluks, and in Biikarganj 
District consi.sV of the four following classes, — shikmi tdluk, jangal- 
buri tdluk, zar kliarid idluk, and pattdi taluk. A shik?ni idluk is a 
tenure held immediately from the proprietor, who holds his estate 
direct from Government. Its conditions are not defined by law. 
Tlie tenure, however, is, by the established custom of the District, 
held to be hereditary and transferable. Its rent is liable to variation 
or not, according to the terms of the original deed. Tlie holder has 
the right of creating similar tenures as his own, but they are not good 
against tiie auction-purchaser of his tenure at a sale for arrears of 
rent, unless the right of making encumbrances shall have been ex- 
pressly vested in him. J'he arrears of rent on account of a tdluk 
can be realised by the sale of the tenure under the provisions of Act 
VIII. of 1869 ; and if the sale proceeds be not suflicient to cover the 
arrears due, the person and the other properties of the defaulter 
become liable for the same. A 4 f////hpf this kind can be secured 
against the auction-purchaser of the parc^ estate by registry under 
Act XI. of 1859. Jaugalburi tdluks are icclamation tenures for 
jungle clearing, and are described in Section 8 of Regulation VIII. 
of 1793, follows: — Idlukddrs whose tenure ^s denominated 

jangalburi^ are not considered entitled to separation from the pro- 
prietors 6f whom they hold. The jiattds (leases) granted to these 
tdlukddr s in consideration of the grantee clearing away the jungle, 
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and bringing the land into a productive state, give it to him and nia 
heirs in perpetuity,- with the right of disposing of it eilhui by sale or 
gift, exempting him from the payment of revenue for a dbrtain time, 
and at the expiration of it subjecting him to a specific fajnd (assess- 
ment), with all increases, abimbs, and mat/iaut imposed on the 
jbargand generally ; but this only for such parts 'of the land as the 
grantee brings into a state of cultivation. The grantee is further 
subject to the payment of a certain specified iiortion of all compli- 
mentary presents and fees which he may receive from his under- 
tenants, exclusive of the fixed rent. The lease specifies the boun- 
dary of the land granted, but not the quantity of it, until it is brought 
under cultivation.” There are very few jaiigalbun^ taluks in liakar- 
ganj, and they occur chiefly in the Sundarbans ]>ortion of the District. 
Zar kharid taluks are hereditary and tmiv'ferablc tenures. On 
failure of heirs, the zaminddr posses^n -1, and-sells the lands, or 

keei)s them, as he may be inclined. These tdhiks are also few in 
number, and are only met with in fargaud Kdlikdpur. Pattdi 
t dinks seem only to differ from other tdlnks^ because the zanintddrs 
give leases for them. These tenures are found in aW parts of the 
District, but are most ])revalent in f>argaiid Aurangjuir, in which 
there are said to be no less than 379 taluks of this kind. 

(2 and 3.) Ausat taluk and nim taluk. — Subordinate to a taluk is 
an ausat td/uk. It is hereditary and transferable, and its rent 
is liable to variation or ^lot, according to the terms of the deed 
creating it. On the sale of the superior tenure for arrears of rent, it 
becomes voitl, unless its grantor shall have been expressly vested 
with the right of making such encumbrances. An a usa'f td/ukddr 
has the right of under-letting his lands in whatever manner he may 
deem conducive to his interest. All trai^sfers of such tdluks, or 
portions of them, by sale, gift, or otherwise, as well as all succession 
thereto, and divisions among heirs in cases of inheritance, are re- 
quired to be registered in the sarishtd of the superior tenant, and if 
this is not done, the superior^nant is not bound to recognise these 
transfers. There is a verv^m’gc numl^er of these fdluks in\he District, 
ami in almost all part§iJ>Kt. They are usually grafted by the tdlukddrs 
on receiving saldmts equal to about ten or twelve times their annual 
rents. Sometiyies it also*happens that when a tdlukddr finds that 
he cannot cope with the zamjnddr or his superior tenant, he sells his 
tdlukddri right to a neighbouring zambidd^y and the laHei* grants an 
ausat tdiuk to him, reserving for himself only a nominal profit as the 
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price of the protection he offers. A tdliik of this kind is ii^, some parts 
of the Sundarbans, as also in the Angarid division, called ntm idluk, 

(4.) A Mm ausat taluk is a subdivision of the preceding tenure. 

(5.)* Tlawdld^ signifies literally a charge, and hence anything 
placed in charge of a person. It is said that the tenure hawdld had 
its origin at the lime of the original reclamation of the District. 
The zam'inddrs and tdlukddrs, unable to clear out the large tracts of 
jungly lands compri^d in their estates, divided them into lots, and 
placed each lot in the haivdld or charge of an individual, giving 
him some proprietary right therein. Thus the tenure hawdld origi- 
nated, and afterwards subordinate tenures created by a haiudldddr 
were named ausat haivdld, nim hatvdld, &c. Unlike a tdluk^ ausat 
tdink, or 7nm ausat taluk., which always appear in successive grada- 
tion under a zamtuddn, a hawdld sometimes appears immediately 
under a zammddri, sometimes under a taluk., and sometimes under 
an ausat or ausat taluk. The most striking fact, however, is, 
that when a zammddr creates a hawdld., his right of creating a tdluk 
and the idlukddds right of creating an ausat taluk, and then again the 
right of creating a nim ausat tdluk, and all above the hawdld, are still 
retained, so that even when a ha7vdlddd7‘ is immediately under a 
zammddr lie is at all times liable to be made atdlukddr of thfe second, 
third, or even fourth degree. A hawdld in this District is, by the 
established custom, a heritable and transferable property, but is liable 
to variation of rent in the absence from the agreement of any pro- 
vision to tlie contrary. 

(6, 7, 8, and 9.) Ausat hawdld^ nim ausat haivdld, nim ausat nun 
aivdld, und fun hatvdld . — An under-tenure created by a haivdldddr 
'is called an ausat ha^vdld, or nijn hawdld, and a lease granted on 
similar terms by an aitsat or nim ha^vdldddr is called a nim ausat 
ha^vdld. The tenure subordinate to a nim ausat hawdldddr\’5, called 
a tiim ausat nim lunvdld, or fun ha^vdld. All these tenures, like 
hawdlds, are heritable and transferable. There is a very large 
number of lunudlds, ausat hawdlds niin ausat haivdlds in the 
District. They occur in' almost all par of it, and many of them 
have been in exisv^ence from before theNime of the Perman’ent 
Settlement, and are held at fixed rentals. The number of nim ausat 
nim hduOdlds is also large, but fim hawdlds are* very rare, the 
bahvdrd papers showing the existence^ of only two fun hawdlds in 
paf'gand Aurangpur. It seems that this tenure is not generally recog- 
nised. In the District Report on Bdkarganj, in the “ History and 
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Statistics the Dacca Division,” it is staled that an attempt ^\as 
once made to create a tim hawdld^ but that it proved afnibire. This 
story was repeated to the Deputy Collector in 1873 every one 
whom he asked about the tenure, and it seems to be a general belief 
that iim ?ia 7 vdld is a tenure existing only in name. The Deputy 
Collector states that it is very probable tliat tlie two tenures at 
Aurangpur are of recent origin, and it is yet a matter of doubt 
whether they will be eventually recognised. 

(10 and II.) Patni ^dhUcs arc created under Regulation VII I. of 
1819, and need no description. An under-tenure created bj^ a 
patnuPlr is called dar patfii. There are few patnis and dar patnis in 
this District, and they occur chiefly in pargand Idalpur. 

(12.) Taksimi . — According lo Wilson this is a taluk which was 
separately registered in the original rent-r-'dl >r iumar jamd oi the 
land revenue of Hindustan, and of^whicih. under the British ad- 
ministration of Bengal, the lands and assessments are unalterable. 
The Collector of this District, in his letter lo the Board dated 9th 
July 1812, says that taksimi grants arc invariably made by a deed, 
and are liable to separation from the zaminddri on ftxed jamd. A 
taksimi tdiuk is not liable to measurement or enhancement of re- 
venue, unless an increase is made upon the whole pargand. Laksimi, 
as also tashkhlsi, tdluks^ are only found in pargand Idalpur. 

(13.) Tashkhisi is an hereditary tenure, but not otherwise trans- 
ferable, and its rent is lialJle to variation. 

(14.) Khand Kharid . — In pargand Kotwdlipanf, when a td/ukddr 
sells any part of his td/uk to another, the latter calls himself a khand 
kharidddr of so much land, and pays his rent to the tdlukcMr. The 
land purchased is called khand kharid, and is heritable, transferable, 
and not liable to variation of rent. 

(j^.) *Zimmd . — The following description of. the zinnnd system 
occurs in the Magistrate’s letter to the Commissioner dated the 2 2d 
July 1872 : — The nature of the zimmd system is, that it is a trans- 
action whereby a ray at puts hjinself under the protection of a foreign 
zaminddr. Sometimes th^nnitiationiis tal^n bjPtlie zaMnddr, and 
soiTietimes by the Thus if a 7 ‘ayat finds tjiat he cannot cope 

with his landlord, or that the latter will not give him the protection 
to which he considers hirffself entitled, he goes to a ntighfiouring 
zaminddr and offers to come under his zimmd, that is, he offers to do 
Jiim homage, and to sell or lease his tenure to him, provided that he 
in turn protects him against his proj^cr landlord, or helps him in 
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gaining some object which he has in view. Should tlie zaininddr 
accept this offer, an ordinary deed of sale or lease is drawn out, and 
he becom^fs tlie zimmdddt of the rayat The word zimmd, however, 
never appears in the deed, and it is chiefly by the circumstances of 
the case that a zimvid is distinguished frojn a regular mercantile 
transaction. These circumstances are generally that the right trans- 
ferred is not one which is legally transferable, tliat the motive stated 
in the deed is not life true one, and that in reality the land does not 
change hands.” When thus a zimnid is created, the zaminddds con- 
nection with the rayat ceases. He gets his rent from the zimmdddri 
who in his turn becomes the genuine landlord of the i‘ayaty^d.r\([ re- 
ceives the ab 7 mbs or cesses, such as fees on marriage, &c. The 
zimmd system prevails in a more or less degree in all parts of the 
District, but it is most common in the southern quarters. Besides 
the class of zimmd tenures described above, there is another sort of 
tenure in the District called zimmd. A tenure of this kind resembles 
in every way a shikmi idluk^ and is invariably held of the proprietor 
of an estate under direct engagement with Government. The pecu- 
liarity of this Venure is, that in no case has the zimvidddr any direct 
concern with the rayats^ his lands being all let out in under-tenures. 
The zimmd tenures of this kind are numerous in the District They 
principally occur in y>argaads Salimdbad and Chandradwip. 

(i6.) Mushkhasi . — This is a idluk held at a fixed rental of the pro- 
prietors of estates under direct engagemeht with Government. It is 
hereditary, but not otherwise transferable. There are few mushkhas 
tenures in the District, and they occur chiefly in the north-eastern 
part of Jiladan'pur Subdivision. 

(17.) Ahddkdiri tdlukx's much likQ a jaay;;a/buri. idluk; the nature 
of it is, that it is a taluk granted to a person in consideration of his 
clearing the jungle, ^nd bringing the land into cultivation, 'i'he taluk 
is at first held rent-free ; it is then subject to a variable rent. The 
tenure may be cancelled in the event pf the grantees failing to clear 
the jungles. Taluks of this kind a>}e prevalent in all parts of the 
District, e.^pecially^ in alluvial daiids. instance is Char Bhita in 

Dakshin Shdhbdzpur, held immediately^ of^Government at a redt of 
^£29, t'os. , It is. hereditary and transferable, but liable to variation 
of rent. ^ , 

(18 and 19.) MirisJi and dar mirdsh are the same as idhtk and 
ausad tdluk^Tlhcy occur chiefly in pargaud Bangrord in the Madarfpur 
Subdivision. In other parts of the District, the word mirdsh is used in 
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another seij^e, and every tenant is supposed competent to create i^ub- 
ordinate to him a mirdsh of his own tenure, as fnirash tdluk^ mirdsh 
/laivdld^ &c., which means a perpetual farm, conveying* a right ot 
occupancy at the stipulated rates of rents. 

Tenancies of Cultivators, or Rayati Tenures. — By Act VIII. 
of 1869, cultivating husbandmen are divided into three classes: — 
(i) 7 ^ayats entitled to hold their lands in perpetuity at fixed rates of 
rent ; (2) rayats with rights of occupany, but liable to periodical 
enhancements of rent ; and (3) tenants at will. 

(i.) Rayais entiiled to hold at fixed rates . — By Section 3, Act VI 11 . 
of 1865, it is provided that rayats who hold lands at fixed rates of 
rents, which shall not have been changed from the. time of the Per- 
manent Settlement, are entitled to receive j[>attds at those rates. Such 
;779’<7/«f are also protected against auction-p-ir ’lasers by Section 37, 
Act XL of 1859. There arc only few raymt of this class, and they 
are chieily on the IMuIfatganj side of the District. 

(2.) Rayats haidng Rights of Oecifia f icy . — These rayats are entitled 
to receive faiids at fixir and equitable rates,” and are protected 
against auction-purchasers, except in Dakshin Shahlx^zpur Subdivi- 
sion. The Right of Occupancy is not in this District held to be trans- 
ferable. Rayats having Rights of Occupancy are found in all parts 
of the District. 

(3.) T'enants at will . — All other rayats, besides those described 
above, have no rights whatever, independently of those which they 
derive from the act of the landlord under lease. By Section 8 of 
Act VIII. of 1869, they are entitled to fattds only at such rates as 
may be agreed on between them and the persons to whom*the rent 
is payable. In the absence of any provision to the contrary, these 
rayats are liable to be ejected from their holdings, if at the end of the 
Bengali ^'’car, any arrears of rent remain due in rtspect of the same. 

The commonest name of a rayati tenancy in the District is karshd. 
It is derived from krisha, to till. The tenure is usually held under a 
fattd, specifying tha amount rent annually jjayhble for the same. 
Except in Dakshin Shdhb^ipur, a kaPshd if? not iti this iSstrict held 
to be transferable^ ^ • 

When a karshdddr lets out his land, the person holding of him is 
called korfd or ^oljamd. h\ some parts of the District *kar?hdddrs 
are called jotddrs, and korfds are called koljotddrs ; the right of a 
jotddr is held to be transferable at Tushkhalf and in Dakshfn Shdh- 
bdzpur. Land is also let out on hargd. The nature of this tenure 
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is, that the occupant of the soil, generally a karshdddr, malces over the 
land to another, person on condition of receiving half the croj^. 
This tenure is generally held without any written engagement. 

Similar to the bargd is another tenure called khdmd}\ The word 
means properly lands originally waste but brought into cultivation 
by the zaininddr. It is applied to lands which the zaminddr retains 
in his own hands, and cultivates by hired labour, or by tenants at 
will, paying half the produce of the land for labour, and retaining the 
other half for rent. 

Besides these, there are also three other rayati tenures, viz., kdwit 
karshd^ 7 Jiirdsh karshd, and rayati hawdld. The first two (X these 
tenures are the same except in name, and by the established custom 
’ of the country held to be hereditary and transferable. The rent is gene- 
rally liable to variation. Rayati hawdlds are also of the same nature, 
but with the difference that the grantor has the riglit of pre-emption. 

Farms and Mortgage Tenures. — Jjdrd. — The common term 
for a farming lease is t/dnif derived from an Arabic word meaning 
price or hire, and signifies a contract for, or farm of, the rent of lands 
at a specific amount. Leases of this kind are generally short, seldom 
exceeding ten years, and they convey only a limited interest. The 
i/drdddr is not competent, without permission of his landlord, to 
grant a lease extending beyond the term of his own lease, or to 
transfer, his right without the zaminddPs consent. In the case of an 
ordinary farm, no length of occupancy gives the tenant a right t,o hold 
in. perpetuity, 'rhese rules, however, are not applicable to a viaurtisi 
ijdrd or mirdsh ijdrd^ which is a perpetual farm conveying a right of 
■occupanl:y for ever at the rates contracted for. A katkijid is a lease 
by which lands are let out for terms of years at a rack-rent. The 
..system of iidrd is prejitdicial to the interests of the rayats. Gene- 
rally an ijdrdddr takes a lease of an estate at a rent equal to the 
entire rental paid by the rayats^ and as a consequence has to depend 
solely on his i^ower of exaction for a profit. Thus the ijdrdddr 
makes the most he can out of the e.^te during <*hfs short tenure of 

it, and the’^unfortufiate rdyats ::re squee^od in every way. 

The mortgage leases are of the following'drinds : — (i) poshani^ '(2) 
sudbaf'dt, (3) bandak^ (4) rahdn^ (5) baybalwdfd. ' 

The' condition of poshavi is, that thw property passes into the 
hands of the lessee, mortgagee, and he retains the whole rent until 
the entire debt is liquidated ; under the sudkardt system, in like man- 
ner, the rent of the farm is retained by the lessee, mortgagee, in lieu 
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of interest ?)n loan. In this and in the case of bandak and rahdn, 
under whiA money is advanced on the security of the farm, the lessee, 
mortgagee, has the right of bringing the farm to sale, an^l realising 
his money out of the ])roceeds thereof, if it is not paid at the time 
when, according to the conditions of the lease, it is payable. The 
distinction between a sudbardt and a bandak and rahdn is, that 
under the first the property pledged as security passes into the hands 
of the lessee or mortgagee, while under the second and third th^ pro- 
perty remains wdth the lessor or mortgagor. U nder barbaReuf/d, money 
is advanced on the condition that if it is not paid at the time when 
it is n^Ade payable, the property shall immediately be reckoned as 
sold, and the lessor or mortgagor shall have no title to it. Tlie bay- 
bahmfd is of two kinds — dakhalikdt and bedakhalikdt. Under the 
first, the property is placed in the hands of the mortgagee from the 
beginning of the transaction, and he retaii^s i ' rent for the interest ; 
and under the second, the property* remains in the hands of the 
mortgagor. 

Skrvice Tenancies. — The service tenures in Bakarganj, granted 
rent-free by the zanTuiddrs in exchange for services rendered by the 
grantee, are of the four following descriptions: — (i) ndnkdr^ (2) 
chdkrdn^ (3) indmat^ and (4) pdikdn. 

(i.) Ndnkdr^ derived from two Persian words meaning business 
and bread, is applied to a tract of land set apart for the maintenance 
of a certain person in consideration of his doing some personal ser- 
vice. It is a rent-free tenure, hereditary, but not otherwise transfer- 
able. The grantor has the right of resuming it on the tenant ceasing 
to perform the duties intrusted to him. Tenures of this kind are not 
liable to attachment for the debts of the tenant. The ndnkdr tenures 
are scattered all over the different parts of tiie TIistrict, and are held 
by barbers, washermen, sweepers, village heads, ^c. 

(2.) Chdkrdn is the same as the preceding. 

(3.) Indmat^ from indm^ literally a gift by a superior to an inferior. 
The nature of it is, that it is a#grant of rent-free dands, made either 
as a mark of favour or as^reward t« the ^rantte for hix distinction 
in»any particular branpirof service. The batavdpd papers show that 
there are six / 7 /i/// 7 r/ten ures. in par^and Aurangpur. 

(4.) Pdikdn.-^ A grant Kjsumable at any time at the option of the 
zam'mddf'y and not transferable or liable to attachment for the jicrsonal 
debts of the holder. The zammddrhf=:^to^ii it in consideration of the 
holder’s personal services as a park (messenger) or IdihW (clubman). 
VOL. vr. SB 
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These tenures exist in all parts of the District, but theii^ number is 
greatest in Binodpur and Caikunthpur, places which h*/e an evil 
notoriety fqr their Idthidls (clubmen). 

Under the ancient system, such lands were exempted from the 
Government assessment of the estates in which they were included, 
the area of these rent-free lands being deducted from that of the 
whole estate before the assessment was made. At the time of the 
formation of the Decennial Settlement this was disallowed, and now, 
although these tenures are held rent-free by the grantee, the area of 
such lands is included in the zaminddr^s Government assessment in 
the same way as the rest of the estate. 

Keligious and CiiAKi'j'AHLE Rent-Friie Tenures. — These 
tenures are nine in number, as follows : — (t) debottar^ (2) brdhmottar, 
(3) brittle (4) britta b/iiks/id, (5) mahaUrd?i^ (6) chirdghi^ (7) b/idndbdn, 
(8) jaiitiik, and (9) dimd. 

(i.) Debottar. — Tenures granted rent-free for the support of 
lem2)les and idols. They are hereditary, but not otherwise trans- 
ferable. 

(2.) Brahmoltar, — Aurangpur seems to be specially rich in its 
bra/nnottars, the batward papers showing as many as 608 brahmoi- 
tars in the d>arga/id. In other parts of the District also these tenures 
exist, but their number, it is believed, is nowhere so great. The 
nature of this tenure is, that it is granted rent-free to Brahmans for 
their maintenance and that of their descendants, as a reward for their 
sanctity or learning, or to enable them to devote themselves to reli- 
gious duties and education. Such tenures cannot be resumed by 
the zamu^ddr or his descendants, and are hereditary and transferable. 

(3.) Briiti. — This also is a grant, of rent-free lands for the main- 
tenance of Brdhmans, and is in every way the same as a brahmottar. 
Tenures of this kind are chiefly found in pai^^ajids Krishna^iebpur, 
Chandradwdp, and Rdjnagar. 

(4.) Britta bhikshd is held on the same condition as a brahmottar^ 
and is a tenure granted to a Brahman at the time of his being in- 
vested with ‘the sacred thiy^ad. 

{5.) Mahattrdn is a grant 01 reiilsfree lands to a Hindu 
other than a Bniliman. Originally these grants were made out of 
respect Ho the sanctify of their holders. "Jdiey are hereditary, trans- 
ferable, and liable for the personal debt of the holders. Tenures 
of this kind .are chiefly found in pargands Chandradwfp and Sali- 
mdbad. 
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(6.) Chiraght . — A grant of rent-free lands to a Muhammndan, 
similar to Che debottar and hrahmottar of the Hindus, nuule in con- 
sideration of the grantee’s sanctity, and of his illuminating a mosque 
or tomb. It is hereditary, but not in all cases, capable of being 
alienated, sold, or transferred to another. Chirdght tenures exist in 
all parts of the District, and are numerous. 

(7.) K/idnabdri . — A house with the grounds and outhouses attached 
to it. A small patcli of garden ground attached to a rayafs hut, in 
which he grows vegetables for his own use, and for which he is 
exempt from rent by the zamiJtddr, I’his is the same in its nature as 
chdknwy pdikdn^ and niahaftrdu tenures, and it occurs chiefly in 
pargaud Chandradwip. Perhaps the largest khdndhdri in the Dis- 
trict is that in ]\Tadhal)paslia, and which belongs to the old za?)Tmddrs,, 
or rajas, as they are tcrmgd, of Chandradwi]>. 

(8.) Jautuk is the property with which y oman is endowed, and 
which she brings to her husband in marriage. It is the same as 
hmglish dower. 

(9.) Aimd , — A grant of rent-free lands to learnctl and religious 
persons, or for a religious and charitable purpose. • 
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STATISTICAL ACCOUNT 

OF THli 

DISTRICT OF MAIMANSINH. 


Maimai^sinh (Mymensing) District lies between 23° 58' and 25° 25' 
north latitude; and 89® 40' and 91^ 19' east longitude. It contains 
an area, according to a return by the Boundary Commissioner in July 
1874, of 6,318*02 square miles. The Cen-r Report of 1872 took* 
the area of the District at 6293 sqijare les, and returned the 
population at 2,349,917 souls. The civil station and administrative 
seat of the District is Maimansinb, otherwise called Nasfrdbdd, 
situated on the west bank of the Brahmaputra river, in 24'’ 45' 15" 
north latitude, and 90° 27' 21" cast longitude. • 

Boundaries. — The District is bounded on the north by the Gdro 
Hills; on the east by the District of Silhet; on the south east by the 
District of Tipperah ; on the south by the District of Dacca ; and on 
the west by the river Jamuna, which sej^arates it from the Districts 
of Pabnd, Bogrd, and Rangpur. The boundaries, as at present 
existing, were only settled a few years ago. The Cakutta Gazette 
of the 15th February t866, notified the following transfers: — The 
transfer of the Police Circle of Sirdjganj from the District*of Mai- 

* My account of Maimansinh District is chiefly derived from the following 
sources ; — (i.) Five series of returns forwarded by the Collector, in answer 
to five sete of questions issued by me in 1869-70; (2.) Mr Reynold’s Report 
in the History and Statistics of the Dacca Division (C'alcutta, 1868) ; (3.) 
Report on Bengal Census, 1872, by Mr H. Beverley, C.S., with subseqaent 
District compilation by Mr C. F\ Magrath ; (4.) Babu Hem Chandra Kar’s 
Report on Jute Cultivation in Bengal ; (5.) Rent Statenitnt ; (6.) Collector’s 
Rand Tenure Report ; (7.) Annual Report%on th^ Poli%ci of the*Lower Pro- 
vinces for 1870, 1871 ; (8.) Annual Report on the Jails of the Lower Provinces 
for 1870, and Staiisligs specially drawn up for me by the* Inspector General of 
Jails ; (9.) Annual Reports of the Educational Department for 1856-57, l86o-6l, 
1870-71, 1872-73 ; ^io.) Postal SAatihtics furnished by the Director- GoneraF of Post 
Offices ; (ri.) Area and latitudes and longitudes by the Surveyor ^General ; 
(12.) Income Tax Report ; (13.) Board of Reverse’s Pargana Statistics ; (14.) 
Medical Return prepared for me by the Civil Surgeon ; (15) Report on Charitable 
Dispensaries, 1871 ; and (16.) My forthcoming 4 vols. of Bengal M,S. Record.?. 
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mansinh, to that of Pabni ; the Police Circle of Dfw^nganj from 
Bogrd to Maimansinh ; and the Police Circle of Atii from Dacca 
to Maimansinh. Considerable difficulty seems to have been expe- 
rienced in determining the northern boundary, a question having 
arisen as to whether any part of the Gdro Hills was included in the 
Permanent Settlement of 1793 made with the Maimansinh land- 
holders. In 1856, when the survey of the rest of the District had 
been completed, the Survey officers attempted to lay down a northern 
boundary, which included a portion of the hills ; but the difficulties 
attending the task, and the opposition of the hill tribes, com- 
pelled them to abandon the attempt, and a provisional line was 
laid down at the foot of the hills, which -it was proposed should be 
maintained as the District boundary. This was objected to by the 
Rdjd of Susang, and by some other landholders, who claimed a 
large part of the Gdro hills as included in the lands held by them 
under the Permanent Settlement. The Board of Revenue recom- 
mended that the survey line at the foot of the hills should be main- 
tained as the northern boundary of the District, leaving the land- 
holders to prV)secutc any claims they might have to the land, in the 
Civil Courts. The Government of Bengal adopted this view in June 
1861, but it was not until the 29th August 1866, that the final noti- 
fication a])peared in the Calcutta Gazette, In 1874, 28 villages along 
the southern boundary were transferred from Maimansinh to Dacca. 

General aspect of the District. — Almost the whole of the 
District, with the exception of the Madhupur jungle, and a portion 
of Ran Bhdwdl, is level and open, covered with well-cultivated fields, 
and intersected by numerous small rivers and channels. A large 
portion of the western and south eastern part of the District, com- 
prising the Fiscal Divisions of J udnshdhf and Ran Bhdwal, lies under 
water during the rainy season. The Madhupur jungle, kfiown also 
by the name of Gar Guzdh, extends from the northern part of Dacca 
into the very heart of the District, almost as far as the Brahmaputra. 
This part forms “a slightly elevated tract, averaging in height some 
sixty feet above tlie level of the plains, but nowhere rising above a 
hundred teet. It is about forty-five miles in lengtlL by from six to 
sixteen miles in breadth, covered with dense jungle ; abounding in 
wild beasts, and the most unhealthy portion of the District, especially 
during the hot weather and rains. The sal (Shorea Robusta) grows 
throughout it, and is valuable both for timber and as charcoal. The 
open parts of the jungle afford grazing grounds during the cold 
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weather. The land of the District may be divided into three cla^^es 
of soil, known as bdludy doras^ and mdiid. The first of these is a light 
sandy loam, principally found in the. neighbourhood of the large 
rivers, and well adapted for the growth of indigo and jute. The ‘ 
second description occurs in marsliy lands, in which the boro dhdn 
or spring rice crop is cultivated. The third class, which is the most 
valuable and fertile, consists of a rich mould, producing an abundant 
^crop. These varieties of soil intermingle with each other, and are 
not confined to specific portions of the District. A different kind of 
soil is found in the neighbourhood of the Madhupur jungle, in the 
Fiscal Division of Pukharid,, and in the western part of Ran Ehiwdl. 
It consists of a red clay, strongly impregnated with iron, similar to 
that found in the jungly tract in the north-west of Dacca District. 

Mountains. — There are no mountains in interior of Maiman- 
sinhj’and the only elevated tract besides e Madhupur jungle, is 
the Susang hills on the north-west border. These hills have long 
even ridges, and are accessible to beasts of burden. If roads were 
made, they could also be rendered accessible to wheeled carriages. 
A small portion of them is barren and rocky, but th^ greater part 
is covered with thick, thorny jungle. Their height has not yet been 
ascertained. 

Rivers. — The Jamund river, which forms the western boundary of 
the District, enters it near Ddokoba in Rangpur, and runs a course 
of ninety-four miles from north to south, till it finds its exit at 
Salfmdbdd. It is navigable for large boats throughout the year. 
During the rainy season, it expands in many places to five or six 
miles in breadth, overflowing a considerable i)ortion of the Ibw-lying 
lands of the Fiscal Divisions of Pukharid, Kdgmdrf, and Arid. Some 
remarkable instances of alluvion and diluvi( 5 n have taken place in 
consequence of the rapidity of the current, and the ravages which it 
commits on its banks. The Jamund is a river of many changes. 
After the survey (1850-56), it swept to the eastward and washed away 
several villages on that bank of* the river ; but afta’wards retired to- 
wards the west, forming a new channel, and leifving a Iiumber oi 
saifdbanks an4 alluvial accretions on the east of it« bed. 1 ne banks 
are abrupt or sloping, according as the current sets from one side 
of the river or .the other* but, in consequence of the* numerous 
alterations in the current, they change their appearance almost yearly. 
Both banks of the river are cultivated. Th^ Jamund does not form 
important islands, but it throws up a good many alluvial deposits 
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{chars)j some of considerable size, which are a fruitful source ol 
litigation. The tide does not affect it, and it is not fordable at any 
season of the year. Its bed is sandy. (2) The Brahmaputra river 
■ enters Maimansinh at its north-west corner, close to Karaibdrf on the 
borders of Goiilpard, from which point it flows in a south-easterly and 
southerly direction through the centre of the District as far as Tok, 
whence it forms the boundary between Maimansinh and Dacca, 
as far as Bhairab Bdzdr, a little below which it unites its waters with^ 
those of the Meghni. The following account of the river is extracted 
from the “History and Statistics of the Dacca Division,” page 223 (Mr 
Reynolds’ excellent District Report) : — “ The days are past in which 
the Brahmaputra was here entitled to rank as one of the great rivers of 
India. The gradual formation of chars and bars of sand in the upper 
part of its bed has diverted the great volume of water into the present 
channel of the Jamund. The Brahmaputra is now a stream, which, in 
Maimansinh at least, probably averages less than a quarter of a mile 
in width in the dry season, and which is in most places easily fordable. 
Two places in the District may specially be noted in which the course 
of the river hus considerably changed within a comparatively recent 
period. One of these is the tract between Jamiilpur and Pidrpur ; 
the other lies between Kdtiddf and Ndpit char in the south-eastern 
])art of the District. From my recollections of Maimansinh, ten 
years ago, I can state with confidence, that in the interval the volume 
of water in the Brahmaputra has sensibly diminished ; and it is not 
impossible, that in the lapse of another quarter of a century, this 
once great river may have dwindled away into an entirely insignifi- 
cant stream. On the other hand, there is the chance that by the shift- 
ing of the sandbeds in the upper channel, the mass of water which 
now forms the Jamundrmay be again diverted back to its old bed in 
the Bralimaputra. « The diminution of water in the Brahmaputra, 
while it has exercised an unfavourable influence on the commercial 
prosperity of the District, has added greatly to its agricultural capa- 
bilities. The chetrs formed by the river are found to be extremely 
well adapted to the growth of indigo and jute ; and in process - of 
time they become,.suited to other crops also. In tl|e rainy season, 
the Brahmaputra is navigable for boats of the largest burden, and 
the current flows with great rapidity.” ‘This was published only six 
years ago (1868). Since then, the process of silting up has gone on 
quickly^ and the Jamuria is now not only the most important, but 
practically the only channel for the Brahmaputra waters to the south- 
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ward. The old eastward channel has dwindled into an insignificant 
stream. Its bed is sandy, and the banks are generally abrupt. (3.) 
^'he Meghnd ranks third among the Maimansinh rivers, but as it only 
flows through a small portion of Judnshdhf Fiscal Division in the- 
south-east, is hardly entitled to be considered as one of the rivers of 
this District. (4.) The Jhindi, a much less important stream not 
navigable in the dry season, leaves the Brahmaputra near the town 
of Jamilpur, flows through the Fiscal Division of Jafarshdhf, and 
falls into the Jamund. (5.) The Kdngsd river flows through the 
Fiscal Division of Maimansinh, and for a short distance forms the 
boundary between Maimansinh and Silhet. It is a stream of no 
great width, but of considerable depth, and is navigable throughout 
the yearly boats of considerable burden. It is not fordable at any 
season of the year, but in other respects it ]'■"rtakes of the character 
of the Brahmaputra. Of minor streams, tfev. Collector estimates that 
there are about a dozen which can be nax igated by native boats of 
two tons burden throughout the rainy season. The Dhanu and 
Ghord-utrd are two of these rivers, both being branches of tlie Meghnd, 
the former flowing through the Fiscal Divisions of •Nasfrujidl and 
Khdlidjurf; and the latter through the Fiscal Division of Judnshdhl. 
Another is the Surmd or Bherdmond river which separates the Fiscal 
Division of Khdlidjuri from the District of Silhet. In Atid and Pukharid 
Fiscal Divisions there arc a number of channels in connection with 
the Jamund. They are fed entirely from that river, and if at any 
future day, its current were to change, they would at once disaj^pear. 

Ferriks, &c. — The following is a list of the seventeen prin- 
cipal ferries in the District, which are annually farmed owt to the 
highest bidder : (i) Sambhuganj or Sadr ghat ferry, across the 
Brahmaputra river at Nasfrdbdd, possessing three tolerably good 
boats. *(2) Bhaird ferry, across the Brahmaputrji, a few miles below 
the civil station of Nasfrdbdd; in 1866 this, and the ferry above 
named were farmed out for ;^3oo. {3) Mantald ferry, and (4) Aiman 
ferry; these two were rented for X 10, los. in i866.* (5) Gdbtalf ferry, 
across the river Banar, twenty-one miles west 06 the stsftion on the 
main road to Subankhdlf ; only used in the rains rental in i 266 , 

2S. (6) Bdigunbdrf ferry, across a channel of the Brahmaputra; rental 
in i866,;£’i 5. ^(7) Duldpnr or Kakarid, over the river Meghrfd; only 
open from November to May, as the current is too rapid in the rains 
to allow the boats to cross ; *this, and th^ two following ferries were 
let in 1866 for 20, 12s. (8) Kaimarbdlf, and (9) Ainargop ferries, 
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over the Ghord-utr^ river, a branch of the Meghnd, and only 
maintained during the rainy months. (lo) Jamdlpur ferry, across 
the Brahmaputra, just above the sub-divisional station of Jamdlpur ; 
‘-the ferry is used throughout the year, the river never being fordable 
at this place. (i*i) Pidrpur ferry, over the Brahmaputra river, about 
half-way between Nasiribdd and Jamdlpur. (12) Gopdlpur ferry, 
over a small stream about ten miles east of Subankhdlf; only 
maintained during "the rains. (13) Nabagrdm ferry, also only 
maintained during the rains, and thrown across a small stream on 
the Subankhdlf road. (14) Kakrdil ferry, similar to the one just 
named (15) SaHmdbdd ferry; (16) Alagdid feriy; and (17) 
Dauhajdni ferry, all across the Jamund river, and used only in the 
rainy season ; transferred some years ago from Dacca to Mafinansinh. 
These were all the public ferries in 1867, but there were also private 
ones, of which probablyathe most important is the one on the 
Jampnd at Subankhdlf. In the Annual Report for 1871-72, the 
Commissioner of the Division states that the revenue from most of 
these ferries is decreasing, owing to the dwindling of the rivers. 

Lakes, Makshes, &c. — The eastern and south-eastern parts of the 
District abound in marshes, which contain large (quantities of fish, but 
the only sheet of water deserving the name of a lake is the Hdodd 
bil^ in the northern part of the Madhupur jungle. It is navigable 
throughout the year, but boats seldom q)ly upon it, and as its size 
varies according to tlie season, no accurate estimate of its area can 
be given. Marshes abound in Susang Fiscal Division ; and to the 
west of the town of Naslrdbdd, there is a chain of swamq:)s extending 
almost the whole distance from the Sotod river to Gdbtali, twenty 
miles west of the town. Of artificial watercourses, the only one 
worthy of note is the Kdtdkhdli, within the sub-division of Kiso- 
rfganj. The loss of life in the District from drowning in die year 
1869-70, as far as could be traced by the police reports, was 164 
. adults and 273 children — total, 437. 

River TRAEFiCA—Therc are no towns in the District situated on 
the banks V)f the rivers*' which contain a large community living 
entirely'i^y^’ifiver traflic. A great deal of trade on the rivers is never- 
theless conducted by merchants who have their store-houses on the 
banks. ' The. principal traffic down the rk'-ers is the ^export of rice, 
jute, indigo, &c. With regard to the channels as a means of com- 
niunicatio.n, i take the following extract from the “History and 
Statistics of the Dacca Division,” page 224. “ On the whole, the 
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rivers of the District cannot be said to afford any great facilities for 
internal communication. The Brahmaputra, which is the natural 
central highway, is not navigable in the dry season for large boats, 
and the Jamund and Meghnd only skirt the borders of the District. 
The Dhanu and Ghord-utri flow through a part of the District which 
is of no commercial importance. There is no regular water-carriage 
from the civil station to any large market ; and it would be well if 
the inhabitants of the District would accept the truth on this point, 
and turn their attention to other means of communication.” 

llTiLiSivnoN OF THE WATER SUPPLY. — None of the non-navigable 
rivers oj^ streams are utilised as a motive power for turning machinery, 
nor have they any descents or rapids sufificient tg render it likely 
that they could be so applied by the formation of dams or weirs. 
In some parts of the Kison'ganj Sub cb’vision, in the south-east 
of the District, the small rivers and wai.rcourses are used for 
purposes of irrigation. There are fisheries in all the rivers and 
marshes, and the supply of fish, though not exported, appears on 
the wliole sufficient to meet the demands of the poi>ulation. The 
principal fisheries existing in the District are Bdghjdn rakdaha, 
Kardtid rakdaha, Phatikjdni rakdaha, Ndnddil, and Bdigunbdrf. 
None of these fisheries exceed half-a-mile in length, and they lie 
chiefly in the Kisorfganj Sub-division. The marshes in this part of 
the District contain large quantities of fish. A considerable portion 
of the subdivision is under water during the rains. In the dry 
season the fishermen build temporary huts on the margin of a marsh, 
and live there till they have caught the greater })art of the fish, when 
they remove to another place. There is also a chain of mwshes in 
the west of the District which are well stocked with fish. The 
Collector estimates that alx)ut one-sixteenth ©f the entire population 
lives by fiavigation, fisheries, and river industries. Taking the popu- 
lation as returned by the census of 1872, this would give a total of 
146,869 people living by boating or fishing. This, however, would 
appear to be too low an estinmte, as the District Census Report 
returns the number of Hindu boating and •fishing caste»at 92,445, 
while the Hin^dus only form 34*8 per cent of Jlhc entuv Dlsinci 
population. The general value of the fisheries is returned at be 
tween 4000 and 5000 per annum, but no exact estimate ekists. 

Marsh Cultivation. — None of the rivers or marsbet have been 
embanked with a view to culfivation, but Aany marshes are capable 
of being reclaimed. Most of the alluvial deposits in the beds of 
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the rivers are overgrown with coarse grass, which is used for thatching 
purposes* yhdu jungle (Tamarix Indica) also grows extensively on 
these chars^ and is much used for fuel. A description of grass called 
dal grows spontaneously in the swamps and marshes, and is useful 
as food for elephants. There are nt> cane or reed producing grounds 
of any extent, although a few rattan jungles occur here and there, 
especially in the Kisoriganj Sub-division. Long-stemmed rice is a 
good deal grown in the marshes, in water varying from thirteen to 
fifteen feet in de[)th. N<) increase in the length of stem has been 
effected by which this variety of rice can be made to grov* in deeper 
water than formerly, nor does it appear that any experimerft of the 
kind has yet been tried. The principal twenty-one varieties of long- 
stemmed rice are as follow: (i) Bdghrdj\ (2) Kud mdgdri, (3) 
Dulai^ (4) Mdtidchaiig^ (5) Rddhd Vatshmivi^ (6) Gangd Sdgar, 
(7) Khalsidptiti^ (8) Ndrikel bddt^ (9) God Khiddy (10) Mdfiik dighd^ 
(ii) Dighd kdld nidddri, (12) Kdid mdnik, (13) Fakshmij\ (14) 
Asunn dnian, (15) Mdnik dighly (16) Bar an,. (17) Ford Mdgiird, 
(18) Bitdy (19) Dhepdy (20) Bara dnian, (21) Chhota dman. The 
general line cK* drainage in Maimansinh, as indicated by the flow of 
the rivers, is from north to south. I'he water of the swami)s and 
marshes seldom finds its ^way towards the rivers, and hence arises 
the unhealthy state of the District — a subject which has attracted 
the attention of the Sanitary Commissioner. 

Minerals. — Lime is found in somt parts of Susang Fiscal 
Division, and it still appears very probable that iron mines may be 
discovered in the Madhupur jungle, which has never yet been 
properly® explored. The soil covered by this jungle is highly 
ferruginous, and it is stated that in former times smelting operations 
were carried on. Coal^ and lime have been found in the Gdro hills, 
but this tract does not belong to the District. There ail‘ no hot 
springs, nor any unusual physical phenomena, such as gorges or 
passes, in the District ; excepting perhaps a cavern at a place called 
Joginfghdtd, but even this is not of great size. 

Forest^, Jungce Product-s, &c. — The Madhupur forest, which 
covefs'^'n ‘area of, about four hundred and twenty square mites, 
produces sdl trees and the gajdrt kdt timber used for upright 
suppoks in building ; the annual value of the prodqce amounting to 
about ;;^20oo or upwards. There are also forests in Judnshdhl, 
Atid, and Kdgmdrf FiscaV Divisions, which yield similar produce to 
the annual value of from ;^7oo to 1000 each. No accurate returns 
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exist as to the area of these last named forests, save that each 
extends at)out half a day’s journey in length. The principal articles 
*of jungle produce are bees’-wax, honey, chiretd^ and a coarse kind of 
yam (kachii). Extensive uncultivated pasture 'gro^^^^s are situated* 
in the northern plains along the foot of the hills, as well as in the 
Fiscal Divisions of Pukharid, Khalidjurf, and Nasfrujidl, but their 
area has not yet been ascertained. Many of the Garos who live 
at the foot of the hills gain a subsistence by pasturing cattle in 
the forest, or ]jy collecting and trading in .jungle products. Others 
of them bring down from tlieir hills, honey, wax, pachdpdt leaf, 
cottony and other articles, which they barter for rice, salt, tobacco, 
brass utensils, and dogs, the latter being a favouj'ite article of food 
among them. 

FkrjE Natur.^. — The wild animals of AT ii . ansinh are numerous, 
and of many kinds. The char lands in^tli beds of the rivers in 
the north-west of the District are infested by tigers, and a few 
years ago were believed to contain more of these animals than any 
other part of India. These lands, however, are gradually being 
brought under cultivation, and it is believed that in <he course of a 
few more years tigers’ will seldom be met with. Leopards are 
found in abundance, and are occasionally killed in the vicinity of 
the civil station, although more often near other towns and villages. 
Pears are found in the Madhii])ur jungle. The sambar deer and 
the hog deer are abunTlant. In addition to these there is tlie 
barking deer and the barasini^hd, or large deer. The last named 
rare and beautiful deer is found in the grassy plains at the foot 
of the Garo Hills, and is said to be only known •in Lower 
Bengal in the three Districts of Silhet, Maimansinh and Rangpur. 
It is a finely proportioned clean-limbed miimal. 'The rhinoceros, 
although now rarely seen, is occasionally foiyid in some parts of 
the District. Elephants abound in the Gdro and Susang hills, 
and sometimes descend and commit great depredations among, 
the crops in the villages beloV. They are ycanly captured in con- 
siderable numbers by the Mahdrd^ of •Susafig. Tlffe Madhupur 
jtingle doe^not contain so much large game, as thc*^//^//'r7?i tlie 
Brahmaputra, but a few wild elephants arc stilL found there. Wild 
buffaloes, whic^Ji were formerly very common, have become scarce of 
late years, and the wild boar is much less plentiful than formerly. 
There is no organised system in the DStrict for the .destruction of 
wild animals, but rewards are given on the scale sanctioned by the 
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Board of Revenue for Bengal generally, namely — for tigers, los. per 
head ; for leopards, 5 s. per head ; and for bears, 4s. per head. The 
number of deaths from wild .beasts and snakes in 1869 was three 
^hundred and twenty^three, and this may be taken to be a fair 
average of the annual loss of life from this cause. No rewards for 
snake killing have ever been given in Maimansinh. Small game is 
found in abundance in^ the north of the District, near the Gdro 
Hills; pea-fowl, jungle fowl, partridges, and several varieties of 
, pheasants resorting in great numbers to this locality. The florican 
■ (Sypheotides Bengalensis) is plentiful in the sandbanks ^and chars in 
the north-west of the District. The black partridge (Francolinus 
vulgaris) is found in the Madhupur jungles. The sdras crane (grus 
Antigone), common crane (grus cinerea), and the various kinds of 
wild fowl are plentifully found in marshy locrlities. Among fish, the 
mahdsdlf found particularly in Susang, is worthy of remark. It is 
a very oily fish, and re(iuires to be cooked immediately on being 
caught, or it becomes uneatable and offensive. The hi/sd fish, which 
was once very common in the Brahmai)utra, has become scarce of late 
years ; the mango fish is unknown. The commoner varieties of fith 
are; however, abundant. No traffic is carried* on in the skins of wild 
animals ; but there exists a considerable trade in elephants, which 
contributes towards the wealth of the District. Several land-holders 
in the north of the District, and especially the Mah^rdjd of Susang, 
derive handsome incomes every year from this source. 

Population. — Prior to 1872, no systematic attempt was made at 
an accurate enumeration of the District population. A rough 
estimate the time of the Survey, between 1850 and 1856, by count- 
ing the number of houses and allowing an average of five inhabitants 
to each house, returned- the population of the District at 947,240. 
In 1866, the Collector, in his District Report in the “History 
and Statistics of the Dacca’ Division,^^ based a subsequent estimate 
upon the figures returned in 1850-56 by the Survey. Estimat- 
ing an average increase of population at the rate of two per cent. 

. ner annum, ‘and allowing for e slight increase of area since the 
SufvejiTTue cMculated the population in 1866 at 1,197,8^3 souls. 

The first regular census, taken in January 1872, proved that the 
Collector's pi-evious estimate was one half below the tryth. In taking 
the census, the want of village institutions or officials, through which 
to work, paused much trbuble, inconvenience, and delay. Eyen- 
tually it was done through the instrumentality of the zaminddrs 
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and their servants. The total number of enumerators employed 
(including '54 in the municipal towns), was 9375. The results 
Asclosed a total population of 2,349,917 souls, dwelling in 7601 
villages or townships, and 308,008 houses, the ^average pressure of. 
the population on the soil being 373 persons to the square mile. It 
docs not appear that the census was quite so successful in Maimansinh 
as in some other Districts of the Dacca Division, owing to the want of 
a proper village agency to work with. The Collector, however, con- 
siders that ‘‘ on fhe whole it has been very fairly done,” and that 
“ very correct and satisfactory results have been obtained in all the 
municipal towns.” The following table illustrates the distribution of 
the population in each police circle {thdnci) and subdivision, and the 
pressure per square mile, &c. 


Abstract of Population, Area, &c., of I -jh Police Circle 
(Tiiana) in Maimansinh £) I strict. 


Sub-division. 
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47 

71 
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69 
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I 
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37 
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* This was the area taken for tlie purpose of Ihff Census in 1872, and the popu- 
lation per-centages are calculated from it.. The Boundary Commissioner in July 
1874 returned the exact area of the District at 6318*02 square miles. 
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Maimansinh is not a densely populated District, the pressure 
rising in few localities above 400 persons to the square mile. The 
niost populous tracts are Pingn^ t/uhid lying between the Jamund 
river and the Madhi-ipur jungle, where the population is 828 to the 
square mile ; and the strip along the left bank of the old bed of the 
Brahmaputra, where it averages about 600. 'J'hroughout the District 
as a whole, there are only 373 persons to the square mile. 

Population classified according to sex, religion, and age. 
— The total poiiulation of Maimansinh District consisted in 1872 
Df 2,349,917 souls, 7 dz., 1,187,962 males and 1,161,955. females. 
The proportion of males in the total poiiulation is 50*5 pur cent, 
ind the proportion of females, therefore, 49.5 per cent. Classified 
iccording to religion and age, the census gives tlie following results : 
— Plindus : — under twelve years of age, m iles 138, 910 and females 
111,056, total 249,966; bo vc twelve years of age, males 271,856, 
and females 296,141, total 567,997; total of Hindus of all ages — 
males 410,766 and females 407,197, grand total 817,963,01 34*8 per 
cent of the District population ; ])roportion of males in total 
Hindu ]30])u4ation 50*2 per cent. Muhammadans : — under 
twelve years of age, males 319,027, and females 258,606, total 
577,633; above twelve years, males 452,140 and females 489,862, 
total 942,002 ; total of Muhammadans of all ages, males 771,167, 
and females 748,468, grand total 1,519,635, or 647 per cent of the 
District population; projiortion of malt‘S in total Muhammadan 
population, 507 per cent Christians : — under twelve years of age, 
males 20 and females 19, total 39; above twelve years, males 53 and 
females j2, total 85 ; total of Christians of all ages, males 73 and 
females 51; grand total 124; proportion of males in Christian 
poimlation 5 8 '9. Otlifcr denominations not separately classified, 
consisting of aboriginal races and tribes : — under twelve yea^s of age, 
males 2389 and females 2187, total 4576 ; above twelve years, males 
3567 and females 4052, total 7619; total ‘‘Others” of all ages, 
males 5956 and females, 6239, grand total 12,195, or -5 per cent, of 
the District population ; propertion of males in total “Others,” 48*8 
per'eSht. Topuladon of all religions : — under twelve , years of age, 
males 460,346 and females 371,868, total 832,214 ; above twelve 
years, males 727,616 and females 790,087, total 1,517,703; total 
population of all ages, males 1,187,962 and females 1,161,955, 
grand tofal 2,349,917; proportion eff males in total District popu- 
lation, 50*5 per cent. 
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The percentage of children not exceeding twelve years of age 
in the population, arranged according to religion, is returned as 
/ollows : — Hindus, proportion of male children, 17*0 per cent, 
and of female children, 13*6 per cent, of the Hindu population ;• 
pro])ortion of cliildrcn of both sexes, 30*6 of the total Hindu popu- 
lation. Muhammadans, — proportion of male children, 21*0 per 

cent, and of female children 17 per cent ; proportion of children of 
both sexes, 38*0 per cent, of the total Muhammadan population. 
Christians — proportion of male children, i6’i per cent, and of female 
children, 15 '3 per cent ; proportion of children of both sexes, 31 '4 
per cent, of the total Christian poi)ulation. “ Other” denominations 
— ])roportion of male children, 19*6 per cent, and of female children, 
17*9 per cent; proportion of children of both sexes, 37*5 percent 
of the total “Other” population. Populclii^j of all religions — pro- 
j)ortion of male children, 19*6 per cent, ai^d < . female children, 15*8 
])er cent, t)roportion of children of both sexes, 35*4 per cent of 
the total District population. The small pro])ortion of girls to boys, 
and the excessive proportion of females above twelve years of age to 
males of tlie same (ilass, is probably due to ihc fact, th?it natives con- 
sider girls have attained womanhood at a much earlier age than they 
hold that bo3^s reach manhood. 

The number and proportion of insanes, and of persons afflicted 
with certain other infirmities in Maimansinh District, is thus returned 
in the Census Report Jnsanes, males, 623, and females 256 ; 
total 879 or *0374 per cent, of the District ])opiilation. Idiots, 
males loi, and females 53 ; total 154, or .0066 i)cr cent, of the 
population. Deaf and dumb, males 668, and females 298 ; ^otal 966, 
or ‘0411 per cent, of the ])()]nilation. Blind, males 1468, and females 
833 ; total 2301, or *0979 per cent, of tlte poi)ulation. Lepers, 
males >528, and females 234; total 1762, oj.*o75o per cent, of 
the population. The total number of male infirms amounted to 
4388, or *3693 per cent, of the total male poj)ulation ; number of 
female infirms 1674, or *1440 p'br cent, of the tota>femalc population. 
The total number of such infirms of •both ^exe^was 6062, or *2579 
p?jr cent, ofihe total District population. 

Population according to Occupation. — The followin^g para- 
graphs relatingJ;o the occffimtions of the people, are contiersed from 
the separate District census ^statements comt)ilcd by Mr C. F. Mag- 
rath, C.S. The figures must be taken Jfs an approximation only, 
and the classification is in many respects unavoidably imperfect. 
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Occupation of Males. — Class I. — Persons employed under 
Government, Municipal, or other local authorities : — Government 
police, 154; rural police, 4138; covenanted English officers, 6; 
subordinate judicial officers, 2 ; subordinate executive officers, 2 ; 
postal officials, 37 ; clerk, i ; unspecified, 29. Total of Class I., 4369. 

Class II. — Professional persons, including professors of religion, 
education, law, medicine, fine arts, surveying, and engineering — {a) 
Religion — ministers and missionaries, 2 ; Hindu priests {purohits)^ 
5728; spiritual guides (^2irus)y 41^ ; astrologers {dchdrjyas) 192; 
Muhammadan priests {tnullds)^ 123; pilgrim guides {pandas), 3; 
priests of family idols {pujhdns), 17 ; khundkars, 46 ; expoufiders of 
the purdfis {kathaks), 2. {b) Education — Schoolmasters, 573 ; San- 

skrit teachers {pandits), 185 ; Muhammadan clerks and interpreters 
(munshts), 23 ; almanac writers, 2. {c) Law. — Pleaders, 52 ; law 

agents {imikhtdrs), 53 ; stamp vendors, 30. {d) Medicine. — Doctors, 

509; Hindu medical practitioners {kabirdjs), 274; vaccinators, 9; 
veterinary surgeon, i ; cow doctor {gobaidya), i ; accoucheurs, 208 ; 
compounder, i. {c) Fine Arts — Photographer, i ; musicians, 2,629; 
singers, 232; dancers, 26; jugglers, 41 ; painters, 128. (/) Surveying 
and engineering — Surveyors or dmins, 9. Total of Class II., ^1,515. 

Class III. — Persons in service or performing personal offices : — 
Personal servants, 319 ; cooks, 25 ; masdlchis, 7 ; barbers, 5,675 ; 
washermen {dhobds), 3,512 ; {mihtars), 259 ; water carriers, 

38; gardeners, 317 ; genealogists {ghataks), 4 ; door-keepers {dar- 
wdns), 320 ; unspecified, 36,342. Total of Class III., 46,818. 

Class IV. — Persons engaged in agriculture, and with animals : — 
(^7) In agficulture. — Landholders {zdmUiddrs), 473 ; large leaseholders 
{ijdrdddrs), 21 1 ; rent-free tenure holders {Idkhirdjddfs), ii ; sub- 
ordinate landholders {falukdars), 8,345 ; permanent lease-holders 
{patniddrs), 67 ; holders of small estates {mahalddrs), 5 ; petty land- 
holders {jotddrs), 26 ; ordinary cultivators, 495,391 ; hawdldddrs, 5 ; 
land stewards {gumdshids), 466 ; rent collectors {tahsUddrs), 759 ; 
village accountants {patwdfis), 137 holders of land on a tenure of 
military or public %S^xy\ce pdikl-, 246 ; zammddri servants, 716 ; vil- 
lage head-men {ma 7 :dals), 483 ; rent collectors in charge of estates 
owned ^by absentee landlords {ndibs), 12 ; manager of estates, i. 
ip) With animals. — Horse dealer, i ; cattle dealers, ^ ; pig dealers, 
57 ; shepherds, 2 ; cow-herds, 367 ; elephant drivers {mdhuts), 23 ; 
grooms, 56 ; ‘ grass-cutters, ''’6 ; hunters {shikdris) 31. Total of Class 
IV., 507,899. 
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Class V. — Persons engaged in commerce and trade :—(^) In con- 
veyance of persons and goods. — ^Cartmen, 387 ; bullock-drivers, 206 \ 
palanquin-bearers, 4,505 ; cart-owners, 56 ; sarddrs^ 19 ; boatmen, 
2,858 ; boat-owners, 141 ; seamen (laskar), i ; weighmen, 9. (^) Inkeep* 
ing and lending money, and in the sale of goods. — Bankers and mahd- 
ja?is^ 2,534; pawnbrokers, {podddrs)^ ii ; money changers, 2; money 
lenders, 4,642 ; merchants, 324 ; petty dealers {bepdris)^ 903 ; cotton 
dealers, 2 ; jute dealer, i shopkeepers, 23,538 ; grocers and spice 
dealers {ban ids) ^ 3 ; dealers in miscellaneous goods, 94 ; brokers or 
daldls^ 12 ; clerks {sarkdrs)^ 8 ; peon {piyddds), 711;' vernacular clerks 
and writers {muharrirs)^ no. Total of Class V., 41,077. 

Class VI. — Persons employed in mechanical arts, manufactures, 
and engineering operations, and in the sale of goods manufactured 
and prei)arcd for consumption : — {a) Const-, k >Ve Arts — Bricklayers 
{rdjmisins)^ 792 ; stone masons, 51^ bripk makers, 22 ; sawyers, 
154; carpenters,. 5,454; thatchers, 80; well diggers, 17; boat 
builders, 30. (b) Miscellaneous Artizans — Blacksmiths, 1769; 

coppersmiths, 32 ; braziers, 65; bell-metal workers {kdnsdris)^ 98 ; 
kaJaigars^ 18; goldsmiths, 2,289; potters {kiwidrsY^ 4>35o ; glass 
makers, 9; lime vendors, 118; cabinet makers, 176; mat makers, 
802; basket makers, 58; toy makers, 146; bead makers, 58; 
laquered ware makers, 14 ; shell carvers, 92 ; cane workers, 3 ; 
cotton spinners, 27; silk weavers, 8; cotton weavers, 14,505 jute 
weavers, 105; tailors, 89/; shoe-makers, 613; cloth vendors, 1,594; 
gunny bag makers, 144; net makers, 18; thread sellers, 127; jute 
s])inners, 13 ; bookbinders, {daftns\ 12 ; bookseller, i ; j^aper 
makers, 52. (r) Dealers in Vegetable Food — Oil sclleifj, 4,430 ; 

grain sellers, 31 ; flour sellers, 8 ; rice sellers, 8 ; sellers of spices, 6 ; 
grain husker, i ; grain parchers, 24 ; costermongers, 2 ; confec- 
tioners,*39; sellers of molasses (gur), 191 ; hpijey sellers, 37. (d) 

Dealers in Animal Food — Butchers, 990; fishermen, 32,813; fish- 
mongers, no; milkmen, 4,096. (^’) Dealers in Drinks — Brewers and < 
distillers, 9 ; spirit sellers, 74*; toddy sellers, 16. (/) Dealers in 

Stimulants — Opium sellers, 13 ; hemp {ganjd^ seller?, 36 ; pdn 
sdlers, 2,175. {g^ Dealers in Perfumes, Drugs, Medicines, &c.-— 

Perfeimer, i ; gunpowder sellers, 8 ; soap sellers, 4 ; ffkd sehers, 2. 
(Ji) Dealers in yegetable ifnd Animal Substances — Firev^ood sellers, 
267; bamboo sellers, 384; rope sellers, 402; hide sellers, 371; 
skinners and leather dealers (chdmdrf), 499. Total of Class 
VI., 81,863. 
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Class VII. — MiscelJaneoiis persons not classified otherwise . — 
Pensioners, 21; beggars and paupers, 7,482; labourer j, 22,402; 
unemployed, 4,171; male children, 460,345. Total of Class VII., 
•494,421. Grand -total of males, 1,187,962. 

OccupA'j'ioN OF F'kmales. — T he general caution prefixed to the 
paragraphs on the occupations of the peoi^le, applies, with particular 
force to this section. Class I. nil. Class II. — Professional 
Females — Priestesses, 57; female spiritual guides {gurus), 15; 
schoolmistress, i; midwives {ddis), 16; musicians, 4; singers, 3; 
dancers, 13 ; total, 109. Class III. — Females in service or perform- 
ing personal offices — Female domestic servants, 840 ; ayahs, 3 ; 
female barbers, .,13; washerwomen, 59; sweepers, 14; brothel 
keeper, i; prostitutes, 2,218; total, 3,148. Class IV. — Females 
employed in agriculture or with animals — Female landholders 
{zaminddrs), 46; female permanent leaseholders {patniddrs), 6; 
female rent free tenure holders {Idkhirdjddrs), 10; jotddrs, 5; 
subordinate land-holders {tdlukddrs), 41 1; female cultivators with 
right of occupancy, 18; female ordinary cultivators, 1,465; female 
goat dealer, \ \ female cow-herds, 8; total; 1,970. Class V. — 
Females engaged in commerce or trade — Carriage owner, i ; money 
lenders, 165; shop-keei)ers, 665; total, 83 r. Class VI. — Females 
emi)loyed in manufiictiires and in the sale of goods manufactured or 
prepared for consumjnion — Dealers in pottery, 19; basket maker, i; 
mat makers, 42; bead makers, 13; sjunuers, 2,213; weavers, 91; 
net makers, 13; rice dealers, 695; costermongers, 39; oil dealers, 
75 ; grain parchers, 104; grain buskers, 516; honey sellers, 4; seller 
of molasoes {gur), 1 ; fishwomen, 454 ; milk sellers, 75 ; pdn sellers, 
5 ; hemp {ganjd) seller, i ; firewood sellers, to; total, 4,371. Class 
VII. — Miscellaneous Females, not classified otherwise — Female 
pensioners, 40 ; begprs and i)aupers, 1,103 ; female labourers, 487 ; 
unemployed adult females, 777,910 ; female children, 371,986 ; total, 
1,151,526. Grand total of females, 1,161,955. 

Ethnical Division of the Population. — As in other Districts 
of Eastern* Bengaly the#/ Muh(?.mmadans form the majority of the 
population.* The Census Report of 1872 returned them as number- 
ing 1,519,635, o*r 647 per cent, of the total population. .The 
Hindus, including semi-aboriginal and vaboriginal tribes who have 
embraced Hinduism as a religion, are returned at 817,963, or 34*8 
per cent, of the District population. ' Excluding these aboriginal 
and semi-aboriginal tribes, the census returns the number of 
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persons of Hindu origin at 588,139, or only 25 02 per cent, of the 
population. The semi-Hinduised aboriginal castes are returned at 
805,592, or 874 per cent of the population. The remainder of the 
population is made up of a number of aboriginal tribes, retumccf 
in 1872 as numbering 36,452, or 1*55 per cent of the population. 
Two-thirds of these aboriginal people have abandoned their primitive 
faiths, and embraced either Hinduism, IsHm, or Christianity. The 
number of aboriginal castes retaining their ancient forms of religion 
is returned in the Census Report under the head of “ others ” at 
12,195, or 0*5 per cent of tlie population. 

Mr Ct F. Magrath’s District Census Compilation for Maimansinh, 
thus classifies the ethnical elements of the people. .The list of Hindu 
castes will be reproduced on a subsequent pnge, but arranged in a 
dilferent order from that given here, and :• ^ 1 ding to the rank in 
which they are held in local estimation. * 


Name of Nationality, Tribe, 
OR Caste. 


I. 


English, 

Irish, 

Scotch, 

French, 


Non-Asiatics. 

EuropciDi. 


Total, 

-Mixed Races. 


21 

6 

3 

1 


II.- 
Eurasians, 

III. — ASIATIC.S. 

A. — Other tha?i 9 iatives of 
hidia a?id Burmah, 


58 


Armenians, 

9 

Nepdlese, 

* 

1 

Total, 

B. — Natives of India and Bnrmah, 

I. — Aboriginal Tribes, * 

Chutia, .... 

4 

Gdro, .... 

H^ang, 

10,997 

24,936 

Mikir, .... 

I J 

Nat, .... 

. 424 

Santdl, 

75 

Urdon, .... 

, 5 

Total, 

36,452 


Name of Nationality, Tribe, 
OR Caste. 

— Scvii-Hiiidiiisi'4i Aborigines, 


BdgdI, 

Bdhclid, 
Bcdiyd, 

Bhuiyd, 

Bind, 

Bund, 

Chain, 

Chamar and M 
Chandal, . 
Doin, 

Nisi, 

Dosadh, . 
Hddi Hotri, 

Hdri, r 

Kdord, . 
Koch, . • 

Pdliyd, . 
Rdjbansf, . 
Mdl, . 

Mandai, . 
MiRtar, *. 
Bhuimdlf, . 
Musdhar, &c., 
Pan, 

Pdsi, 

Shikdrf, 

• 


nchi. 


1,326 

*9 

57 

7 

37 

492 

13 

5,934 

123,262 

3,717 

33 

17 

11,690 

1,821 

168 

12,420 

23 

14,007 

20,166 

5,901 

3,032 

633 
349 
• 94 

25 

349 


Total, 205,592 


I 


2 c 


VOL. VI. 
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Name of Nationality, Tribe, 
OR Caste. 


3. — Hindus. 

V . (i)— S uperior 'Castes. 


Brdhman, 

33414 

Rdjput, .... 

2,470 

GhdtWcil, 

383 

Total, 

36,267 

(ii) — I ntermediate Castes. 

Baidya, .... 

2,067 

Bhdt, .... 

135 

K^yasth, .... 

105,537 

T otal. 

107,739 

(iii.) — T rading Castes. 

Agarwdld and Mdrwdrf .♦ 

7 

Gandhabanik, . 

2,238 

Khatri, .... 
Suvarnabanik, . 

941 

3,106 

Others, .... 

1,206 

Total, 

7.498 

(iv.) — P astoral Castes. 

Gareri, .... 
Godld, .... 

3 

17,513 

Total, 

17,516 

(v.) — C astes engaged in pre- 

PA,ytING COOKED FOOD. 

Gdnrdr, .... 
Madak, .... 

314 

5,017 

Total, 

5,331 

(vi.) —Agricultural Castes. 

Bansf, .... 

386 

Bdrui, . . . 

6,435 

Tdmlf, i 

Kaibartta 

. 33 
77,798 

Kurmf, . . . 

659 

MdU . . . . 

1 1,8^6 

Sadgdp, » . . . 

S8i 

Sudra, 

3,617 

Others, 

15 


Total, 101,360 


Name of Nationality, Tribe, 
OR Caste, - 

(vii.) — C astes engaged chiefly 
IN personal SERVICE. 


Behdrd, 


2,665 

Dhanuk, . 


172 

Dhobd, . 


12,587 

Gajiyi, . 


1,757 

Hajjdm, . 


19,875 

Kahar, 

Total, 

199 

37,255 


(viii. )•— A rtisan Castes. 


Kachdru, . 



16 

Kdn'dr, 



9,019 

Kdnsdri, . 



2,061 

Kunidr, 



19,323 

Rdjmistrf, 



4 

Sdnkhdri, . 



192 

Sondr, 



552 

Siinrf, 



35,982 

Sutradhar, 



21,479 

Tell, . 



6,998 

Kalu, 


Total, 

816 

96,442 


(ix.)— W eaver Castes. 

Jogi, .... 39/^44 

Kapdli, .... 11,393 

Tiinli, .... 7,392 

Total, 58,429 


(x.) Labouring Castes. 


Belddr, . . . . 781 

Chun^ln, .... 847 

Mdtidl, . . . . 1,138 

Patidl, .... 2,769 

Total, 5,535 


(xi.)— C astes occupied in sell- 
ing fish and vegetables. 
Dalatid, .... 97 
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Name of Nationality, Tribe, 
OR Caste. 


• (xii.) — B oating and Fishing 
Castes. 


Jdlid, 

, , 

36.399 

Jhdlo, 


5.76s 

Mdld, 


10,061 

Mdnjhf, . 


3,938 

Pdtnf, 


21,726 

Pod, 


63 

Tior, 


14,451 

Tilak Dds, 


42 

• 

Total, 

92,445 

(xiii.)— Dancer, 

Musician 

, Beg- 

GAR, AND Vagabond Castes. 

Bditf, 


1,006 

Dhulf, 


108 

Nagarchf, . 


138 

Palwdrf, . 


630 

Parwdrid, . 


^9 


Total, 

1,901 

(xiv.) — P ersons enumerated by 

Nationality only. 


Hindustdni, 


141 

Sikh, 


19 

Uriyd, 

• 

6 


Total, 

166 


Name of Nationality, Tribe, 
OR Caste. 

(xv.) — Persons of un- 
known OR unspecified 
Castes. . . 8,098 

Grand Total of Hindus, 576,079 


4. — Persons of Hindu ori- 
not recognising Caste, 

t r ‘ ;_i 


Vaishnav, . 

Sanydsi, . 

Native Christians, 

. 11,991 

43 

26 

• Total, 

12,060 

5. — Mnh'ymnuidans. 
Juldhd, 

Migl- ♦ 

Pathdn, 

Sayyid, 

Shaikh, 

Unspecified, 

1,138 

19 

1,740 

203 

3,062 

1,5*3,473 

Total, 

«,5'9,63S 

Total of Natives of 
India, 

2,349,818 

Total of Asiatics, . 

2,349,828 

Grand Total, 

2,349.917 


Hill Races and Aboriginal Tribes. -^-The hill races and 
aboriginal tribes found in Maiinansinh District as returned in the 
foregoing District Census compilation are : — Gdros, 10,997; Hajangs, 
24^936; Nats, 424; Santdls, 75;, Mikirs, ii; Urdons, 5; and 
Chutids,*4. The proper home of the Gdros is 'the hilly country to 
the north of the District, known as the Gdro Hills. This semi- 
independent tract, having been guilty of repeated raids on the low- 
land villages, was annexed to Bengal in 1872 ; and in 1^74 was in- 
corporated with the new Commissionership of Assam. The Gdros of 
Maimansinh dwell in villages of their own at the foot of the hills. 
They are a hard-working people, and of a more than usually •robust 
constitution. They live in\/ian^s or hamlet-villages, each hut being 
raised some distance above the ground, anc^ supported by stout props. 
In their habits, the Gdros are very uncleanly, and quite umestricted 
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as to food. They eat dogs, jackals, foxes, frogs, snakes, &c., in 
a nearly raw or half-cooked state. They are excessively fond of 
liquor, and manufacUire a description of rice beer called pachwai, 
bf which they consume large quantities. Cultivation is conducted 
on a very rude system. A piece of jungle land is selected and 
cleared, and for this no rent is at first demanded by the proprietor. 
But after a year or two when the holding has been well cleared, the 
landlord claims his rent ; upon which the Gdro cultivator who has 
reclaimed the land generally moves off in search of fresh ground, and 
the holding which he has rendered fit for regular cultivation, is leased 
out to a Bengali peasant. The chief agricultural products of the 
Gdros are rice and cotton ; but many of them are also wood-cutters 
and dealers in fuel. The same remarks may be applied to -the 
Hdjangs, another numerous aboriginal tribe in this part of the 
country. The Mandai, Koch, Dalu, Hadi-Hotri, and Mech tribes, 
all bear strong points of resemblance to each other, and according to 
the Collector, are supposed to have descended from the Gdros, 
although they now partake more of the nature and disposition of the 
Hindu inhabfiants of the plains. These people have no special 
religion of their own. Their intercourse with the Hindus has led 
them to adopt the rites and conceptions of Hinduism. They cele- 
brate many of the Hindu religious ceremonies and sacrifices, and are 
now generally regarded as belonging to the lowest castes of the 
Hindu community. They earn their livelihood by cultivation, hunt- 
ing, cutting and selling wood for fuel, &c. These and other aboriginal 
or semi-aboriginal castes who have adopted some form of Hinduism 
as their 'religion, will be again mentioned in my enumeration of 
Hindu castes. 

Castes. — The following is a list of* 89 Hindu caste's met with in 
Maimansinh District, arranged as far as possible in the order in 
which they rank in local public esteem, and showing their occupa- 
tions, &c. The numbers of each caste are taken from Mr C. F. 
Magrath’s Census compilation for fhe Maimansinh District. The 
following eight rank highest. <(i.) Brdhman, members of the priest- 
hood, and the highest caste in the Hindu social sca]e ; many are 
also l^andholders or managers of landed estates, and others are 
employed in government or private service in i;espectable capa- 
cities; some are also traders. The pure Brdhmans are not 
numeroijs in Maimansinh, and these are generally poor, although 
still held in high esteem. Under the general name of Brahman, 
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are included several distinct sects, who, though reported to ha/e 
sprung from the same origin, have become degraded by receiving 
*alms from people who belong to the lower castes. These despised 
Brdhmans are excluded from the community of the pure BrdhmanJf, 
and have as their followers only the low^er castes, the receipt of Avhose 
charity caused their dishonour. Some of them are held in such 
low esteem that many men belonging to the higher castes of Siidras 
would refuse to cat with them. It is difficult, however, to give 
them a place in the caste list according to the degree of estima- 
tion in which they are held, and they are accordingly classed with 
fehe caste to which they originally belonged. The following are some 
of the denominations by which these degraded BnUimans are known : 
— ^.) Barna Sarmd, who emjdoy themselves as painters of idols, 
astrologers, and accept alms on the '■.. i . ions of srdddhas or 
obsequies; few in number; in easy^ cir Lances, and not much 
despised, (p.) Agradani Bnihmans, who have lost their rank by the 
practice of accepting the first offerings at a srdddha. These offerings 
consist of grain, oil-seeds, a cow with her calf, a small bit of gold, 
or a piece of cloth. The class is few in number, anti as a rule its 
members are poor. Besides the above, there are other classes such 
as Shdhd, Brdhnians, Kaibartta Brahmans, Chanddl Brihmans, and 
others named after the low^er Hindu castes to which they have 
attached themselves. I'hcse are held in much lower esteem than 
the two classes above named, and rank below several of the 
Sudra castes, to minister to whose religious >vaiits is reckoned 
an act of degradation fiital to the purity of a Brdhman. The 
Census Report of 1872, returned the number of BrdhnTans of all 
classes in Maimansinh Di.strict, at 33,414. (2.) Kshattriya orKhatri, 
a class of up-country traders, who claim to belong to the Kshattriya 
or wamor caste of Sanskrit times. It is believqd, ho'wever, that there 
are no pure Kshattriyas in Lower Bengal. The Census Report 
terms them Khatris and classifies them as a trading caste ; number « 
in 1872 in Maimansinh District:, 941. (3.) Rdjpiits, up-countrymen, 

employed in military service, and as^ guards, policemeft, and door- 
l^eepers. They claim to be Kshattriyas By descent, and in 1872 
numbered 2470 souls. (4.) Ghdtw^l, a class claiming^ to be 
Kshattriyas, employed as ftontier police in protecting the g/i its or hill 
passes; number in 1872, 383. (5.) Baidya, hereditary physicians by 

caste employment ; many of whom hav? abandoned their original 
profession, and are now landed proprietors, clerks, &c. As a class 
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they are moderately well off, and are held in much esteem ; number 
in 1872, 2067. (6.) Kiyasth, the writer caste of Bengal, employed 

as government servants, clerks, writers, &c., in all departments of 
business requiring- a knowledge of letters ; some are also landed pro- 
prietors. A few are wealthy men, but the greater number are said to 
be just above want. A second and lower class of Kdyasths work 
as domestic servants for the first, and although not despised, are 
naturally not held in the same esteem as the higher class. The 
Census Report returns the total number of Kayasths, in Maimansinh 
District at 105,537. (7,) Bhdt, heralds, bards, and genealogists; 

also carriers of letters of invitation on occasion of marriages, 
srdddhas and othqr ceremonies. The members of this caste or class 
claim to be Brdhmans who have lapsed from the dignity of pure 
Brdhmanhood, owing to their acceptance of alms from inferior 
persons. It is very doubtJ[ul, however, whether they have any right 
to the name of Brd-hman, although they wear the paitd or sacred 
thread. In the Census Report they are classified as a distinct caste, 
their number in Maimansinh District being returned at 135. (8.) 

Mdrwarl and Agarwdld, up-country trading castes. These are two 
distinct castes, but returned together in the Census Report which 
gives their number in Maimansinh District at 7. 

Pure Sudra Castes. Next in rank come the following twelve 
pure Siidra castes, from whose hands a Brdhman can take water or 
uncooked food without injury to his caste.’* Originally the respect- 
able Sudra castes were only nine in number, and were called 
nabasdks ; but some of them, such as the Banids, have split up into 
two or more castes, of equal social rank ; while others such as the 
Telfs and Tdmbulfs have by their influence and wealth forced them- 
selves forward from a lo^j^er class into a position of social respecta- 
bility. (9.) Ndpit, ^barbers, 19,875 in number. (10.) Kdmdr or 
Karmokdr, blacksmitlis, 9,019 in number, (i i.) Kumdr or Kumbhar, 
potters and makers of earthen idols, 19,323 in number. (12.) Telf 
or Till, originally qil pressers and sellers by caste occupation ; many 
have now abandoned their hei^pditary employment, and are traders, 
grain dealerlj, &:c., „som€* of them being rich men. Number in 
Maimansinh District in 1872, 6,998. (13.) Tdmlf or Tdmbulf, 

betel sellers by caste occupation, but now general traders, grain 
dealers, &c., 33 in number. (14.) Sadgop, the highest of the 
cultivating cartes. Some af.*e also small landed proprietors, and as a 
caste they are well-to-do, 581 in number. (15.) Sddra, a respectable 



. INTERMEDIATE SUDRA CASTES. 405 

cultivating caste, also employed as domestic servants, and as boat- 
men, 3,617 in number. (16.) Mild or Mdlikar, gardeners and 
•flower- sellers, who j)repare and sell wreaths for marriages and other 
religious and social ceremonies, also firework manufacturers, 11,83/3 
in number, and reported to be generally in well-to-do circumstances. 
(17.) Gandhabanik or Banid, grocers and spice dealers, many of 
them also wealthy traders and merchants, 2,238 in number. (18.) 
Bdrui, /tf;/ gardeners and sellers of betel leaf, 6,435 in number. (19.) 
Sankhdri, shell cutters and makers of shell bracelets, 192 in number, 
and stated to be generally in fair circumstances and above want. 
(20.) Kdnsdrf, braziers, and manufacturers of brass and bell metal 
pots and plates, &c. I'here is a large settlement of this caste at 
Kdgmdri in well-to-do circumstances. Throughout the District in 
1872, the caste numbered 2,061 souls. 

Intermediate Sudra Castes, — The fol owing twelve form the 
intermediate Sudra castes, who are neither esteemed nor despised, 
and have moderate claims to resi)ectability. (21.) Taipdl, not 
given as a separate caste in the Census Report, but the collector 
returns them as a well-to-do class of grocers and peUy shop-keepers. 
(22.) Godld, milkmen and cattle dealers, 17,513 in number, as a 
class stated to be pretty well off. (23.) Gareri, an u2)-country 
pastoral caste, 3 only in number in Maimansinh District. (24.) 
Shdhd, traders and merchants. These originally belonged to the 
Surf or despised wine selling caste ; but they liave abandoned their 
hereditary occupation for general trade, and by their wealth and 
importanee have pushed themselves forward into a higher social 
rank. The Shdhds are not mentioned as a separate co^te in the 
Census Report, and -their numbers are probably included in the 
Surfs or wine sellers, to which caste they or/ginally belonged. (25.) 
Kaibajttas, cultivators, fishermen, and boatmen ; the third most 
numerous caste in the District, numbering 77*798 in 1872, and as a 
class said to be above the reach of want. (26.) Madak or Mayrd, 
sweetmeat makers, 5,017 in ^number. (27.) ^dnrar, sellers and 
preparers of parched rice and othg* preparations of grain, 314 in 
number. j^28.) Kurmf, a class of up-country cultivators, 659 in 
number. (29,) Vaishnav, not a caste projicrly speaking, but a sect 
of Hindus professing the jirinciples inculcated by Chartanya, a 
religious reformer of the fifteenth century. A full account of this 
sect will be found in my Statistical Accounts of t^e Districts of 
Dacca and the Twenty-four Parganas. The Census Report returns 



4o6 STA TISTICAL ACCOUNT OF AfALWANS/A^. 

the number of Vaishnavs in Maimansinh District at 11,991. (30.) 

T^nti, weavers, 7,392 in number, and generally poor, Soniir 

or Swarnakdr, goldsmiths, 552 in number. (32.) Suvarnabanik, ‘ 
iQerchants, bankers, dealers in gold and silver, &c., 3,106 in number, 
and usually well off. 

Low Castes. — The following thirty-three are low castes and 
are despised as such. (33.) Sutradhar or Chhut^r, carpenters, 
21,479 number. (34.) Dhanuk, labourers and domestic servants, 
172 in number. (35.) Dhoba, washermen, 12,587 in number. (36.) 
Kalu, oil pressers and sellers, 816 in number. (37.) Jogi, a caste 
of weavers, with customs of their own differing from those of other 
classes of Hindus. , They have men of their own caste who officiate as 
their priests and religious instructors, and they generally bury their 
dead, although in other res])ects conforming to Hindu practices. 
In 1872 they numbered 39^,644 in Maimansinh District, and, unlike 
other weaving castes, were rei)ortcd to be in moderate circumstances 
and generally above want. (38.) Chandal, cultivators, fishermen, 
day labourers, &c . ; some are also employed as menial servants in 
upper class houceholds, but they are greatly despised and not allowed 
to touch any vessel containing drinking water, or any article of food. 
The Chanddls are the most numerous caste in Maimansinh District, 
numbering in 1872, 123,262. (39.) Kapdli, cultivators and weavers 

of gunny cloth, 11,393 in number. (40.) Chunarf, lime burners 
from shells, 847 in number. (41.) Bcldar, Libourers and cultivators, 
781 in number. (42.) Kahdr, an up-country caste, emi)loyt;d as 
domestic servants, water carriers, palanquin bearers, &c., 199 in 
number. ^43.) Sunrf or Surf, wine and s])irit sellers and distillers. 
As stated above, a number of families belonging to this caste have 
abandoned the occuj)ati(?n of their fellow castemen, and taken to 
trade, become wealthy, and established a claim to a highen* social 
rank ; they call themselves Shahds, and are generally respected as 
wealthy traders. The number of Surfs in Maimansinh District is 
returned by the ce;nsus at 35,982. (44.) Kacharu, makers of lac 

bracelets^ 16 in nmnben. (45.) Behdrd, palanquin bearers and 
labourers, 2665 in number. (46.) Bansf, cultivators and labourers,* 
386 in number. (47.) Gajiyd, domestic servants and cultivators, 
1,757 in number. (48.) Rcijmistrf, not caste, the name simply 
signifying a bricklayer, an occupation which is followed by men of 
various castes.^. The District Census Compilation, however, gives it 
amortg the castes, and returns its number as 4. (49.) Jdlid, fisher- 



SEMI-ABORIGINAL CASTES. 


407 


men, 36,399 in number. (50.) Jhald, not a distinct caste, but a 
class of fishermen, 5,765 in number. (51.) Mali, fishermen and 
l^oatmen, to,o6i in number. (52.) Minjhf, not a separate caste, 
but a class of boatmen who act as helmsmen, 3,938 in numbeif 
(53.) Pod, fishermen, 63 in number. (54.) Tior, fishermen and 
boatmen, 14,451 in number. (55.) Mdtidl, labourers, 1138 in 
number. (56.) Dalatii, sellers of fish and vegetables, 97 in 
number. (57.) Pdtnf, ferrymen and boatmen, 21,726 in number. 
(58.) Tilak Dds, boatmen and fishermen, 42 in number. (59*) 
Bdgdi, labourers and cultivators, 1,326 in number. (60.) Dhulf, 
native dMimmers and musicians, to8 in number. (61.) Bditi, makers 
of fine floor matting, r,oo6 in number. (62.) Patitd or Patial, mat- 
makers, 2,769 in number. (63.) Nagarchi, musicians, 138 in number. 
(64.) Palwari, musicians, 630 in number, Parwarid, musicians, 

19 in number. 

Semi-Aboriginal Castes. — 'I'he following twenty-four are all 
semi-aboriginal castes and are utterly despised. (66.) Bdhelid, 
labourers and cultivators, 19 in number. (67.) Bhuiyd, labourers 
and cultivators, 7 in number. (68.) Dom, basket makers, and also 
drummers, 3,717 in number. (69.) Nisi, ba.sket makers, 33 in num- 
ber. (70.) Dosadh, labourers, 17 in number. (71.) Chdmdr and 
Muchi, two distinct castes following the same occupation, that of 
leather dealers and shoemakers, returned together in the Census 
Keport, 5,934 in numl>er. (72.) Bediyd, a wandering gipsy-like 
tribe, 'ifho gain a livelihood by juggling, selling petty trinkets, and 
sometimes by theft, 57 in number. (73.) Bind, labourers, 37 in 
number. (74.) Bund, these people are immigrants from the*l)istricts 
of Chutid Ndgpur, and are ordinarily engaged as labourers in Indigo 
factories, or as palanquin bearers, 492 in •number. (75.) Chain, 
laboureri, 13 in number. (76.) Mdl, snake jclaarmers, 20,166 in 
number. (77.) Mandai, cultivators and wood-cutters, 5,901 in num- 
ber. (78.) Pdn, labourers, 94 in number. (79.) Pdsi, sellers of 
toddy and palm wine, 25 in nurhber. (80.) Shikdpf, hunters, 349 in 
number. (81.) Koch, cultivators and*fishcrmen, 12,420 m number. 
(82.) Pdliydpr Pdli, cultivators and labourers, 23 in number. (83.) 
Rdjbansf, cultivators, fishermen, and labourers, 14,007 in number. 
The collector states that previous to 1790 there were no Rdjbansfs 
in this part of the country, and they appear to be emigrants from 
Rangpur District. (84.) Hddf Hotrf, cfiltivators, labourers, and 
wood-cutters, 1 1,690 in number. (85.) Kdord, swine keepers, 168 
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in niiniber. (86.) HdrI, swine keepers and sweepers, 1821 in num- 
ber. (87.) MusdJiar, a very low caste of day Jaboureis, 349 in 
number. (88.) Bhuiinali; this is said to be a caste peculiar tef 
J^kstern Bengal, .its 'members are generally employed as domestic 
servants for all work which is considered degrading, such as sweep- 
ing the house, carrying torches, umbrellas, &c., 633 in number. 
(89.) Mihtar, sweepers, 3,032 in number. 

The foregoing list is exclusive of 8,098 persons of unknown or 
unspecified caste; 166 persons enumerated by nationality only; 26 
native Christians of Hindu origin ; and 43 Sanyasfs, or worshippers 
of Siva who reject caste. It includes 11,991 Vaishnavs, «A^ho are 
now regarded as. a caste, although merely followers of the teach- 
ings inculcated by Chaitanya, a religious reformer of the fifteenth 
century w’hose chief doctrine was the equality of all men before their 
Maker. The Collector r/q)orts that no castes seem to be declining 
in point of number, but the relative importance of several is sensibly 
undergoing a change owing to the spread of English education and 
the more general diffusion of knowledge. The natural result has 
been the advaMce of the lower classes in wealth and position, and 
a tendency towards the social intermingling of separate castes. 

Tfin Muiiammapans admit no distinction of caste, but are divided 
into the four following clas.ses : — (i.) Sayyid or Mfr, claiming direct 
descent from Muhammad. (2.) Shaikh; this chassis divided into two 
rival sects, the Shiahs and Sunni's — the former are the followers of 
All, the son-in-law of Muhammad, and the latter the follower? of the 
first four Khalifas or suctessors of Muhammad. (3.) Pathan or 
Kh^n — Afghilns and their descendants. (4.) Mirzd or Beg. 

Rklic.tous Division of the Pkople. — 'i'he jKqmlation is divided 
into Muhammadans, I-Kndus, Brahma Samaj followers^ a few Chris- 
tians, and a numbey t)f aboriginal tril>cs following various primitive 
faiths. 

'fuE Muhammadans form the majority of the population. In 
1872 the census returned their numt>er as follows — Males, 771,167, 
and female^ 748,468 ; or 64’v per cent, of the District population. 
The Collector states that no definite reason can be assigned for the 
prepoi;ideranc’e of Muhammadans in the District, the proportion of 
Muhamma’dans to Hindus being nearly two to one. It is locally 
reported that during the days of Musalman supremacy the difference 
was muqh greater than af present. The religion of Islam has now 
ceased to make any further progress among the people. The 
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present Muhammadan population consists chiefly of the sect known 
as Fardizfs, in whom centre much of the wealth and intiucnce of 
the District, some of its members being very large landholders. 
Many of the poorer among the Fanliz/s were formerly known a» 
sympathisers with the Wahabi disaffection, and a small number 
went from Maimansinh to the rebel camp beyond our north-west 
frontier, for the purpose of co-operating with the fanatics in that 
part. The Collector adds that sjiecial cnejuiries prove that Wahabi 
ill-feeling is now extinguished in the District. No new sects of 
Muhammadans arc si)ringing iij). Nearly all tTie rich Miisalimln 
landed families of Maimansinh are said to have settled in the 
District subsequently to the acquisition of the countjy by the English. 

Hindus. — The Hindus, as loosely grouj)ed together for religious 
purposes in the Census Report of 1872, cred 410,766 males, 

and 407,197 females; total, 817,963, or 3.t;8 | rcent. of the District 
population. The Hindu population in the south-eastern part of the 
District mostly belong to the Vaishnav sect, and jiay great venera- 
tion to the memory of one Rdm Krishna Gosain, who is said to have 
first introduced Vishnuvite tenets into this ])art of* the country. 
This sect has its head-quarters in the neighbouring District of Silhet, 
but it has also many monasteries and jilaces of worship {dkrds) in 
Maimansinh. The Mandai tribe, supposed to be offshoots of the 
Gdros, who inhabit the plains at the foot of the northern hills, have 
adopted some of these ^^eligious usages, and are now generally 
ranked with the lowest castes of Hindus, although not yet recognised 
by the more orthodox. 

The Brahma Samaj or Theistic Sect of Hindus does no^, accord- 
ing to the Collector, number over ^oprofessed followers in Maimansinh 
District, but he states that the reformed faitii appears to be gaining 
ground. »In the Census Report, the members of thtj Brahma Samdj are 
not shown separately, but are included with the general Hindu popula- 
tion. The Brdhma Samdj at the town and head-quarters station of 
Nasfrdbad was established about* twenty years ago by the exertions of 
a few educated natives of the Distrio*, sonxi of whom sPiJl live and 
take a great interest in the prosperity of the socie;y. "i he number of 
Brahmas is said to have considerably increased of late* yeans, and in 
1871 the Collector reported that the Samdj was attended by most of 
the educated natives of the town. Although the majority are not 
very well off in circumstances, the members of the Samaj have, by 
means of subscriptions among themselves, built a substantial house 
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for the purposes of their worship and meetings. Branches of the 
Samdj have also been established at Kisonganj, Sherpur, Husainpiir, 
Jangalbdrf, and Bangdon, after the fashion of the one at the civif 
Station. Missionaries from the principal Samdj at Calcutta also 
make periodical visits to the branch Samdjs in Maimansinh, and 
with considerable success. The members of the Samdj are all 
residents of the towns, and the collector stated in 1871 that no 
attempt had then been made to preach the tenets of the reformed 
faith among the poorer classes forming the rural population. 

The Chrlstian population of Maimansinh District numbers 124 
souls, namely, 73 males and 51 females. Deducting 9S as the 
number of ]uiroj)ean, Eurasian, and Armenian Christians, there 
remains a total native Christian population in Maimansinh of only 
26 souls. I'liese chiefly reside at the c'vil station of Nasfrdbdd, and 
are nearly all employed as Government clerks or as missionaries ; as 
a class they are not in good circumstances. 

Distrihdtion ok the People into Town and Country. — The 
])Opulation of the District is almost entirely rural, and the Census 
Report disc'lo.^es only five towns as containing a population of five 
thousand souls or u])wards, namely, — Maimansinh or Nasfrdbdd, the 
civil station and administrative head-quarters of the District, although 
not the most pof)ulous town, pojmlation, 10,068; Jamdlpur, po])ula- 
tion, 14,312 ; Kisoriganj, j)Opiilation, 13,637 ; Sherpur, population, 
8,0x5 ; and Dhanikhola, poinilation, 6,730V The total urban tiopula- 
tion thus disclosed amounts to only 52,762 souls, leaving a balance 
of 2,297,155 as forming the rural population. The dwellers in the 
towns, therefore, only make u]) 2*24 per cent, of the total popula- 
tion of the District. l"he Muhammadans do not furnish an equal 
proi)ortion of the towiV ’pojmlation as of the entire District popula- 
tion. 'Ihe Musalmdns, who throughout Maimansinh an/ount to 
64*7 per cent, of the j>eople, comprise only 59*49 per cent, of 
the residents in the towns. The Hindus, on the other hand, who 
form 34*8 per cent’, of the entire population, furnish 40-16 per cent, 
of the town pojmlaHon. ' The* remaining *35 per cent, of the town 
population is made up of a sprinkling of Christians in Nasfrdbdd or 
Maimansinh town, and of “others,” principally in Jamdlpur town. 
The District Census Compilation thus ’^classifies i^he villages and 
towms : — There are 3,974 villages containing less than tw-o hundred 
inhabitants ;''2,363 with from two hundred to five hundred ; 904 with 
from five hundred to a thousand; 304 small towns with from one 
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thousand to two thousand ; 39 with from two to three thousand ; 
with from^hree to four thousand; 3 with from four to five ihousand; 
*2 towns with between six and ten thousand ; and 3 with between 
ten and fifteen thousand inhabitants ; total number of towns ani 
villages, 7,601. The following are the jiartieulars of the five 
principal towns in the District containing a poiiulation exceeding 
five thousand souls. 

Maimansinh or Nasirauad, the civil station and administrative 
head-quarters of the District, although not the most im])ortant or 
most populous town, is situated in Alapsinh Jn'scal Division, on the 
W. banl^of the Brahmaputra river, in 24"" 45' 15" north latitude, and 
90° 27' 21" east longtitude. 'J'he Census Report returns the following 
details of iiopulation : — Muhammadans — males 3,007, and females 
2,371; total, 5,378. Hindus — males 3.7 and females 883; 
total, 4,631. I am unable to explain ;he apparent discrepancy 
in the proportion of females to males in the Hindu jiopulation 
of the town. Everywhere else the number of the sexes is 
nearly equal, males being slightly in excess of the females, as 
might be expected in a towm population. Chilstians — males 
39, and females 19 ; total, 58. Other denominations not 
separately classified — males i, females nil ; total, i. Population of 
all religions — males 6,795, females 3,273 ; total, j 0,068. The 
town has been constituted a municiiiality. I'he total municipal 
income for 1869, as returhed to me by the Collector, amounted to 
expenditure to ;^58o, 19s. 'Phe returns for 
1871 show' a decrease in munici])al revenue and expenditure. 
According to the District Census Statement, the gross ^nunicijjal 
income of Maimansinh or Nasirabdd town in 1871 amounted to 
;^473, 6s., and the gross municipal expenditure average 

rate oftnunicipal taxation, 7^ annas , or ii^d. p«r head of the ])0]ju- 
lation. The towm is of no great commercial imiiortance, as the river 
on which it is situated — the Brahmaputra — is only navigable for 
large boats in the rainy scasoh ; nor is it noted for any historical 
event, and with the exception of two® Hindu temples, it* contains no 
bliildings of any antiquity or ixirticular interest. I'lie river is 
crossed by a ferry just opposite the town. Nasirabdef town (^)ntains 
good English and Vernacidar schools, a charitable dispens ir}', und 
has a municipal committee for purposes of .sanitation and con- 
servancy, besides a small bocly of municipal police. • ^ 

Jamalpur, the head -quarters station of the sub-division of the 
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same name, and the most j^opulous town in the District, is situated 
in Jafarshdhf Fiscal Division, on the w'est bank of the Brahiftaputra, in 
24” 54' 55" north latitude, and 89° 59' 30" east longitude. llie 
Census Report gives the following details of the population of the 
town and munici])ality. Muhammadans — males 4,956, and females 
4,784 ; total, 9,740. Hindus — males 2,303, and females, 2,149 ^ total, 
4,452. Christians, nil. Other denominations not separately classi- 
fied — males 51, and females 69; total, 120. Population of all 
denominations — males 7,310, and females 7,002; total, 14,312. 
7 'his poj)ulation refers to the municipal limits, which include 
several neighbouring villages grouped together for municl])al pur- 
poses. The population of the to\vn or village itself was returned at 
2,458 in 1867. The Collector returns the total municipal income of 
the town in 1869 at and the expenditure at ;^2o8, 6s. 

In 1871 the gross municip?! income amounted to 344, 6s., and the 
expenditure to 3 14, 8s.; average rate of municipal taxation, 3 
dtifuis and 10 //V, or 5|d. i)er head of the i)opulation. Jamdlpur 
town is distant thirty-two miles from Nasfrdbdd, with which it is 
connected by* a good road. A ferry across the Brahmaputra is 
maintained opposite the town, which contains a subordinate judge’s 
court, police station, Government school, &c. Jamdlpur was 
formerly a military station, but no troops are now stationed there, or 
have been since 1857. 

Kisoriganj, the head-quarters of the ’subdivision of the same 
name, is situated in Joar Husainpur Fiscal Division, thirteen miles 
east of the Brahmaputra river, in 24"^ 26' 20" north latitude and 
90" 48' 46" east longtiude. The District Census Rei)ort gives the 
following details of its population. Muhammadans, — males 3,533 
and females, 3,802 : total 7,335. Hindus, — males, 3,146 and females 
3,148: total 6,294* ^Christians, — ?ul. Other denominati(!ms not 
separately classified, — males 3 and females 5 : total 8. Populatipn 
of all denominations, — males, 6,682, and females, 6,955 : total 13,637. 
This is the population of the muriicipal union which comprises 
several contiguous villages, raVher than of the town of Kisoriganj 
itself. The population of the town in 186 7 was returned at about 
1200 c\nly. I'he gross income of the municipality in 1871, is 
returned at;^24o, 8s., and the gross expenditure at;j^353, 14s., average 
rate of municipal taxation 2^ annas or 4jd. per head of the popu- 
lation. IsLisoiiganj is confiected with the Brahmaputra river by a 
road ; and also by a creek, which, however, is only navigable during 
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the rainy months. A fair is annually held here during tlie Jhnlan 
jdtrd — a festival in celebration of tlie birth of Krishna lasting for a 
Inonth, from about the middle of July to the middle of August. 

Sherpur town is situated in the Fiscal Divisi&n of the same namoj 
nine miles north of Jamjil])ur, in 25^0' 58" north latitude, and 90'' 3' 6" 
east longitude. The Census Report returns its population as follows 
Muhammadans, — males 2,1 97, and females 2,100 : total 4,297. Hin- 
dus, — males 2,053, and females 1,665 • total 3,718. Christians and 
others ” — nil Population of all denominations — males, 4,250, and 
females, 3,765 : total, 8,015. town compris^also the villages of 
Ndrdyan^ur and Barukpard, and lies between tlie rivers Shiri and 
Mirghf, about. half a mile from the former and ope mile from the 
latter. There is no water-carriage to the town, and even water for 
drinking and household purposes is obtairh ; solely from tanks. 
Sherpur contains a fine Hindu temple, an^^ si /eral masonry houses, 
but the buildings in general are in bad re})air, and the place has a 
decayed and neglected appearance. A fairly good road connects 
Sherpur with Jamdlpur, the Brahmaputra river being crossed by a 
ferry. The town contains a ]>olice station, a])Ost office,* a subordinate 
judge's court, and a good school. It was constituted a municipality 
under the provisions of Act xx. of 1856, and a small body of munici- 
])al police is maintained for the protection of the town. In 1869, 
the total municij)al revenue, according to the Collector, amounted to 
;j{J3i 6, 6s., and the expefiditure to ^189, 14s. 6d. In 1871 the 
gross municipal revenue, according to the Census Report, ahiounted to 
;;^2 8 i, 4s., and the gross expenditure 10^, 207, i6.s., average rate of 
taxation 5 dfinds and 7 //c, or SJd. j)cr head of the iJOi)ula1*on. 

Dhanikhola, in the Fiscal Division of Alapsinh, is situated on the 
Satud river, an insignificant stream, in 24° 3^' 10" north latitude, and 
90*^’ 24# 1 1" east longitude. Population; Mujiammadans — males 
2,399, females 2,236 : total 4,635. Hindus,— males 1,038, and 
females 1,057 ; total 2,095. Christians and “ others ” — nil. I’opula- 
tion of all denominations — mrfles 3,437, and feyiales 3,293: total 
6,730. This town has not been constituted a m*inicipaltty. 

•The tabl^ on the next page shows the population, eti^, of the fore- 
going five towns in Maimansinh District containing ^ popUla^tion of 
upwards of five thousand ^habitants. 

Besides the towns thus enumerated there are several others 
containing less than five thousand inhiSbitants, and therefore not 
shown separately in the Census Report, but which are of suffi- 
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cient importance to be given here. I’he list on the following pages 
of the more important villages arranged according to the pargands 
or Fiscal Divisions in which they are situated, is condensed from* 
^j^pendix B to Mr Reynold's Report on Maimansinh. The popula- 
tion figures for these villages refer to the year 1867. 


Return of poi’Ula'j ion in towns containing more than 5000 
jNiiAiJiTANfs IN Maimansinh District (1872). 


Name of Town. 

I Muham- 
madans, 

Hindus. 

f. M ' C;ro.ss Muni- 

' 0 head. 

Maimansinh 

orNasirdbad, 

[amalpur, 

Kisonganj, 

Slicrpur, . 

Dlidnikhold, 

5-378 

9 i 740 

4 , 2 ‘J 7 

4,635 

4.631 

4.452 

l*),2P4 

1 . 3 » 7*8 
: 2.095 1 

£!. d. £ s. d. >. d. 

SS 1 !io,o68 473 6 0 470 00 0 lii 

120 !i4,3r2 344 6 0 314 8 0 0 55 

8 113,637 240 80 353 14 0 0 4' 

8,015 281 4 0 207 16 0 0 

6,730 

58 1 129 152,762 '1,339 4 o|i,345 i» 0 0 6 ; 

Avminc. 

d'otal, . 

3i,3S|; 21,190 


I. Alapsinw, Fiscal Division, (t.) Maimansinh or Nasinibdd, 
the civil station and administrative head-quarters of the District : de- 
tails given above. (2.) Muktdgichhd, a town situated about eleven 
miles west of Nasfrabdd, with which it is connected by a fair road; popu- 
lation about 1,200, ofwdiom the majority are Hindus. Three markets 
are held here, one daily, one w^eekly, and One bi-weekly. This town 
is the residence of inpst of the Hindu landholders of the Fiscal 
Division. (3.) Dhdpunid, about five miles south-w^est of Nasfrdbid 
on the Kver Satud. Although the river is only navigable during 
the rainy season, the village is an important mart for grain, of which 
large quantities are kept stored. (4.) Baird Bhalukd, *on the high 
road to Dacca, situated on the Brahmaputra about five mile*^ south- 
east of Nasirdbdd ; jiopiilation 1,192. (5.) Bhabkhdli, on the Brah- 

maputra, about seven miles south-east of Nasirdbdd; population 872; 
there is an Indigo .Factory in this village. (6.) Kdthdl, nine miles 
south-east o^ Nasirdbdd / ])opulAtion 1,625. ( 7 .) Rdmpur ; fourteen 

miles south df Nasirdbdd; population 2,173. (S-) Bdlipdra, sixteen 

miles south-east of Nasirdbdd; population 1,779. (9*) Dhuld, one 

and a-half miles south of Bdlipdrd ; popula&on 1,090. In addition to 
a bi-wcekly market, there is a considerable daily bdzdr here. (10.) 
Baihdr, on the Satud rivert nine miles south of Nasirdbdd ; popula- 
tion 3,206. (ii.)* Tirsal, eleven miles south of Nasirdbdd, where a 
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cattle market of some importance is held ; population, 1,345. (12.) 

Gobindganj, on the Satud at its junction with the Brahmaputra, 
five miles north-west of Nasfribdd. There are large warehouses here 
for storing grain, and a fair is held twice a-]fear, in March anc^ 
October. (13.) At Baigunbdrf situated near the last named village, 
there is a very large Indigo Factory belonging to Mr Brodie. A 
number of pilgrims visit this village on the occasion of a festival in 
March or April for the purpose of bathing in the Brahmaputra. 

II. AtiA Fiscal Division. (14.) Atid is the principal village of 
the recently created Sub-division of the same Htffne, but is not a 
place of ^reat importance. 

III. BAokhand Fiscal Division. (15.) Amtala, twenty two miles 
north-east of Naslrdbdd; population 1,922, i)rinci pally Hindus. The 
village is the residence of a great number of v;cai :hy cloth merchants, 
and contains a large Hindu Temple. 

IV. Barbazu Fiscal Division. (t6.)* Kadfm Hdmjdnf, on a 
branch of the river Jamund, over which there is a ferry, fourteen miles 
south of Subankhdlf ; there is a large mosque in the village. 

V. TappA HazrAdi. (17.) Kan'mganj, nine miles east of Kisorf- 
ganj, and about twenty-two miles from the Brahmaputra river ; popu- 
lation 1,646. This village is the principal bdzdr for the people of the 
low country in the South-east. (18.) Abdulldpur, on the Brahma- 
putra river; population 4,085, almost entirely Muhammadans. (19.) 
Chdndpur, on a small stream called the Pankurid river, thirteen miles 
east of" the Brahmaputra; population, 1,315. The village is well 
known as the residence of many native merchants and dealers. (20.) 
Bangdon population, 1,505. There are several Hindu Tejnples in 
this village, and it is the residence of many wealthy merchants. (21.) 
Kdtiddi, on the Brahmaputra; population, ^00. As a commercial 
mart, thj^ place has lost its former great importance owing to the 
drying up of the channel of the river on which 'it stands; it is still, 
however, a much frequented bdzdr. (22.) Kdlfachdprd, an inland 
mart of some importance, eight, miles east of the Brahmaputra. A 
large market is held on Tuesdays anc^ Fridays, at which .there is an 
abundant supply of grain and other country produce. « 

VI. JoAr Husainpur Fiscai. Division. (23*) Kisorfganj, head 
quarters of the Sub-divisioy of the same name ; details giveh in a 
previous page. (24.) Ddrinagar, a village on the Brahmaputra, 
contains a large indigo factory, the propq^ty of Mr Wise of Dacca. 
(25.) Husainpur, a small village on the Brahmaputra, the population 
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of which is only i8o ; but the village site is entirely occupied by 
shops, and the place is a large mart for all articles of country pro- 
duce. (26) Haibatnagar, two miles west of the Sub-divisional Station? 
yiie village is an inconsiderable one, but a large and well-supplied 
bi-weekly market is held there, and the place is the residence of the 
most influential landholders of that part of the country. 

VII. JafarshAh/ Fiscal Division. — (27.) JamAlpur, the head- 
quarters town of the sub-division of the same name, details given in 
a previous page. (28.) ChandrA, on the JhinAi river, two miles 
north-west of Jamalpur, contains a well-known indigo factory belong- 
ing to Mr Brodie. There is also a ferry here, which is only used in 
the rainy season. 

VIII. JuAnshAhI Fiscal Division. — (29.) BAzidpur, a village of 
742 houses, which possesses a force of Municipal Police under Act 
X. of 1856. The receipts and expenditure of the Municipal Com- 
mittee in 1869-70, were as follows: — Revenue, £68, 12s. 6d. ; ex- 
penditure, £35, I2S. 9d. 

IX. Khali AjuRf Fiscal Division. — (30.) The village of KhaliA- 
jurf is the only place of any note in this Fiscal Division ; it is situ- 
ated on the river Dhanu, which is navigable throughout the year ; 
the superior landlords' revenue offices are located in this village. 

X. TappA KurikhAi Fiscal Division. — (31.) Ghurdi, on the 
(ihord-utrd river ; population, 2,495 ; this village is the residence of 
many rich native merchants, chiefly dealers-in cloth and Dacca muslin ; 
it is also a large mart for dried fish. (32.) Uldkindf or Bhairab 
Bizdr, situated on the Brahmaputra river, just at the tri-boundary 
junction^point of the Districts of Dacca, Tipperah, and Maimansinh, 
is the most important commercial mart of the District, ami a large 
trade is carried on between here and Ndrdinganj ; population, 1,500; 
the village contains a good school, and a well supplied cattle market. 

XI. Maimansinil Fiscal Division. — (33.) Madanpur, twenty- 
two miles east of Nasfrdbdd ; population, 973. The village contains 
two large mosques, one of which is known by the name of Shdh 
Rumir Masjid. The story ruq^s, that a member of the royal family of 
Constantinople wandered to this yillage during an attack of madness, 
but eventually lecovered his health, and subjugated and converted to 
Muhammadanism the neighbouring tra^^t of country. A masonry 
tomb to his memory exists on the west side of tne village. (33.) 
Sambhuganj, three miles east of Nasfrdbdd ; one of the largest marts 
in the District, where all kinds of country produce, and many im- 
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ported articles are procurable ; population, 2,257. The court of the 
subordinate Judge of Mdddrganj is located in the village. (34.) 
Gauripur, eleven miles east of Nasfribdd ; a village of some note, 
although the population is very small. I'hrc^ bi-weekly markets^arc 
held in the village for all kinds of country produce, cattle, and brass 
and copper utensils. 

XII. NasIrujiAl Fiscal Division. — (35.) GujAdid on the river 
Narsundd on the southern border of the Fiscal Division; population, 
2,345. A Vaishnav dkrd, or monastery, is si^^ed in the village. 
(36.) Kandiurd, a small village, but noticcaWe as the site of a Go- 
vernment distillery. (37.) Phatika, on the Magra river, a petty 
village, but a large and well known market is licjd in it twice a-week 
for the sale of all kinds of country produce, especially of grain. It 
is the most frequented mart in this part i>i t*:c District. I'he Magrd 
river is a stream of no great width, but nav .gable for boats of some 
size all the year round. (38.) Barsfkimi, on the Dhanu river; popu- 
lation, 450. This village is the principal place where the so-called 
Dacca cheese is manufactured. There are extensive grazing grounds 
in the neighbourhood where large numbers of buffaloes are pastured. 

XIII. PukhuriA Fiscal Division. — (39.) Subankhdlf, situated 
on the Jamund river over which there is a ferry, forty-four miles west 
of Nasfrdbdd, with which it is connected by a tolerably good road. 
It is one of the large markets of the District, and a considerable ex- 
port and import trade fc carried on. The village also contains an 
indigo factory, the property of Mr W. Baldwin. (40.) Madhupiir, a 
well-known village on the western border of the Madhupur jungle. 
It coiUains two Hindu temples, several substantial houses, and a 
police station. 

XIV. PvAN BhAwAl Fiscal Divisioj^. — (41.) Biru or Datt's 
Bdzd^i situated on the Brahmaputra river ; population, 940. This 
is one of the principal marts of the District, and a considerable trade 
is carried on with Ndrdinganj. (42.) Barmi, on the river Banar, 
close to the borders of Dacca District ; there is an indigo factory in 
the village, and charcoal is largely gianufactur^d. • 

• XV. Sherpur Fiscal Division. — (43.) SJierpury the principal 
town in the par^and ; details given on a previousTmge. (44 ) Char 
Garhjaripd, a small village with a population of only 300, bat notice- 
able as containing the remains of an old mud fort, the ruined 
walls of which are still twelve or fourtaen feet in height. The fort 
is locally believed to have been built by one of the independent 
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Muhammadan kings of Bengal. (45.) Mddirpur, six miles north- 
west of Sherpur; population, 425. This is a village of someoimport- 
ance in the neighbourhood, and is the only place at which carts are 
prQCurable. A large n^iarket is held twice a-week, and there is a well 
supplied daily biz^r. The village contains a large sheet of water, 
known as the Beshd bil, abounding in wild fowl. (46.) Nalitdbdrf, 
thirteen miles north-east of Sherpur, and one of the largest marts in 
the northern part of the District. A good supply of cotton produced 
in the Gdro Hills brought to market here, as well as all kinds of 
country produce. 

XVI. SusANG Fiscal Division. — (47.) Durgdpur on the S-omes- 
warf river ; the principal village of the Fiscal Division, and the site 
of the palace of the Mahirajd of Susang ; population, about 1000 ; 
the palace is large, but is now in a dilapidated state. (48.) Nd,- 
riyandahar, a small village eighteen miles north-east of Nasfr£b£d, 
which contains some old buildings, and is noted as being the resi- 
dence of the Majumddr landholders, influential proprietors in the 
Fiscal Division. (49.) Pdrabdehold, a large village with several sub- 
stantial masonr^ buildings and tanks. It also contains an extensive 
sheet of water, called the Rdj-dehold bii, which is beautifully clear 
and limpid. 

The residents of the towns are said to give rise to a larger share 
of the work of administration than the rural population. With 
regard to the proportion of the agriculturah to the n on-agricultural 
community, the collector states, that taking Hindus and Musal- 
mdns together, out of every thirty-eight inhabitants, twenty-nine are 
engaged in jigriculture, and nine in other occupations. The Census 
Report of 1872 returns the total number of male adult agriculturists 
at 514,667, and male adult non-agriculturists at 212,949. . 

Material Condition of the People. — The people qf the 
District are making rapid progress towards improvements of 
many kinds. A common husbandman now-a-days is much better 
dressed, has fewer unsatisfied wants, ^and more knowledge what 
tends to promote his, comfort, tJKan people of his class had twenty 
years ago. An^ordinjyy well-to-do shopkeeper now dresses almost as 
well as a landhoWe’r did twenty years ago. He wears a clean white 
waistclotli, {dkutt\ a coat {pirdn), a cotton ahawl {chddar\ &a The 
clothing of an average cultivator generally consists oi a waistcloth 
and cotton shgwl. A well-to-do shopkeeper’s dress is worth from 
3 rs. to 4 rsj'or 6s. to 8s., and that of an average peasant about x/8 rs. 
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or 3s. The former uses six, the latter four suits ayear; so that 
the auKual cost of clothing in the first case amounts lo from 18 rs. 
or jQi, 16s, to 24 rs. or^2, 8s., and in the latter case to about 6rs. 
or 1 2s. The homestead of a well-to-do shopkeeper generally con^sts 
of five or six separate huts in a single enclosure, furnished with two 
or three wooden chests, a chair or seat, and a service of brass or bell- 
metal plates and pots, numbering from ten to fifteen. An average 
husbandman’s homestead consists of two or three huts, furnished 
with a few brass or bell-metal pots and plates, aj^ some coarse mats 
for sitting or sleeping upon. Occasionally, ffc has also a chest for 
keeping his clothes in. The food: of a well-to-do shopkeeper gene- 
rally consists of rice, pulses, vegetables, fish and milk, and the Col- 
lector estimates th^ monthly living expenses of a middling sized 
household of this class, consisting of a auju wife, and two children, 
at 12 rs., or^i, 4s., including charge^ for clothing. An ordinary 
peasant eats coarser rice, with pulses, vegetables, and occasionally 
milk, and the Collector estimates the monthly expenses of a house- 
hold of this class consisting of four members, to amount to about 
8rs. or i6s., including cost of clothing, &:c. • 

Agricultural. — The staple product of Maimansinh is rice, of 
which three crops are cultivated — (i.) the dus, or autumn crop; (2.) the 
dman, or winter crop, and (3.) the borv,^ or spring crop. The Deputy 
Collector reports that di/s rice is sown from February to April and even 
May, and reaped from the middle of May till about the middle of Sep- 
tember. It seems that the harvest takes place earliest in the western 
Fiscal Divisions of the District; afterwards in the northern, and last of 
all in the southern tracts. In the south, there are only twoj kinds of dz/s 
rice cultivated ; namely, the jali and the dus proper, but in the western 
parts, the varieties of dus^ rice are much meyre numerous. Their names 
are ^ follow ; — chdpdndi, shditd, hdsd bumarid, ghritd kdnehani, and 
bhdturi, all of which are sown in May, and require a dry soil for their 
production. Other varieties of dus, namely, kdldmdnik, bdlidbdkrt, 
pdfCkait, kdid mdddri, kdMid Idni, garphd, kurchd murt, lakshmi 
birdl, kedd chdk and bauld, are sow in dry sqil in April, and reaped 
in July ^nd August The dma^, or winter ric^, forrr/s the great crop 
of the year. It is sown in April, May, and JTffire, and reaped in* 
October, November, and December. The princij)al varieties of this 
rice are thus named : — baran, dohii, ardlid, kdlijird, bdsirdj, rdl 
tnukhi, which require matshy land to ^row in, and dhepd kdkud, til 
bdjdil, mdnik dighd, chdmdrd, madhu sdil, dswind, mdlati, rdj pdl. 
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kdch kamal, and pakshirdj^ which grow best in dry lands. The ropd, 
or transplanted dman crop, is composed of three varieties : — M/ijtrd, 
bdsirdjy and rdimukhi, which are all grown in moist soil, being sown 
in -^pril, transplanted i'/i June, July, and August, and reaped in No- 
vember and December. The boro, or spring rice, is sown in Novem- 
ber and December, and reaped in March, April, and May. This is 
also a transplanted crop, and grows best in low marshy lands. The 
other cereal crops are as follows : — wheat (goham), sown in dry land in 
November, and rett-^^ed in March; oats {jab)^ sown and reaped at the 
same seasons, and Vue same variety of land ; Indian corn {bhuttd), 
sown on high lands in April, and cut in July. The following av^ the 
principal pulses and green crops cultivated in Maimansinh ; mdskaldi 
(phaseolus radiatus), sown in dry lands in September and October, and 
gathered in December and January ; matar or peas (pisum sativum), 
sown on dry land in October, and gathered in February; Khesdri (lath- 
yrus sativus), sown on dry land in October, and cut in March ; arhar 
or harar (cytisus cajan), sown in dry land in October, and reaped in 
May. Mustiri (ervum lens), sown in dry land in October and November, 
and reaped in January and February; (phaseolus mungo), sown in 
dry land in September and October, ‘and reaped in December and Janu- 
ary ; thtkri (pliaseolus mela nospermus), sown in dry land in Septem- 
tember, and gathered in January ; sim^ or beans, sown in dry land in 
September, and gathered in January, February, and March, extensively 
used as a vegetable by the poor classes ; chind, ii species of millet (pani- 
cum niiliaceum), and kdon^ are sown in dry land in January, and reaped 
in April. Of oil seeds, masind, or linseed (linum usitatissimum), is 
sown in dryland in October, and reaped in January and February; 
sarishdj or mustard (sinapis dichotoma), in dry land in October and 
November, and cut in January and February ; and til -(sesamum 
Orientale), sown in dry land in March, and cut down in May. , 

Rice Cultivation.-—’ Fhe mode of cultivating rice is the same as 
that in use in other Districts. The Collector reports that some 
improvement has taken place of late years in the quality of the rice 
grown near theictown, owing to thQ> increased demand of the well-to- 
do and educated cla^^es residing in the Civil Station. No such 
improvement has <i5bwever taken place in the quality of rice grown in 
the interior. The extent of land under rice cultivation is said to 
have increased in quantity within the last twenty years by about 
twenty per cent, The differont preparations made from rice, and 
their prices ""are as follows ; — muri, paddy boiled and afterwards 
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parched and husked, sold at three halfpence per pound ; chird, paddy 
steeped in water, and afterwards fried, sold at three farthings a pound ; 
khai^ paddy slightly parched and husked, sold at three halfpence per 
pound \ mad^ a spirit distilled from rice, sells at about a shilling .a 
quart ; Pach^ai^ a fermented rice liquor is prepared by the Giros 
and other border tribes, and largely consumed by them. It is 
generally made for home consumption, but when sold, fetches about 
two pence farthing a quart. 

Miscellaneous Crops. — Nil (indigo) is sony^nat extensively 
grown, being sown in dry land in September iftid October, and cut 
in Maji^nd June. Tobacco is sown in dry land in October and 
November, and cut in March. Sugar-cane is not yery largely grown, 
but there are several considerable plantations of it in Husain shdhf and 
Joir Husainpur Fiscal Divisions; it is sown in Iry land in February 
and April, and cut in December and J^i^uai/. Pif/i creej^ers are 
raised at all seasons, principally in Alapsinh and Jafarshdhl Fiscal 
Divisions. This crop requires transj)lanting and constant care, the 
prepared ground being called l^ara/. The other productions are 
capsicums, ginger, pepper, onions and garlic. 

Jute forms the great commercial staple of Maimansinh. The 
cultivation is largely carried on throughout nearly the whole District, 
but particularly in the rich alluvial tracts formed by the Brahmaputra 
in the south-eastern tract between Ghafargdon and Bhairab Bdzir in 
the north of Dacca Disft-ict. The river has here silted up a great 
deal of late years, and the alluvial accretions {chars) thus formed, are 
found to be exceedingly favourable to the growth of jute. 

In February 1873, a special commission was issued by tfie Bengal 
Government to inquire into the cultivation and preparation of J ute. 
It consisted of a European gentleman fropi a mercantile house in 
Calcutta, and a native Deputy Magistrate and Cojlector. I'hc former 
unfortunately died while the inquiry was in course of progress, and 
the work was completed by Bdbu Hem Chandar Kar, the other 
member of the Commission. •An able and exhaustive report by that 
gentleman has recently been publisl^d by the,Govern«ient of Ben- 
gal. From it I condense the ^pllowing paragraphs “regarding the 
cultivation and preparation of jute, with special T^erence to Mai- 
mansinh District ; using as far as possible his own words. 

The jute of commerce, locally termed koshtd or pdt by the natives, 
is the product of two different species of«plant, both belonging to the 
natural order Tiliacm, This order embraces several g'enera, the 
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bark of which yields fibre; but of these, the genus corckorus is the 
most remarkable as including six different species of valuable fibre- 
producing plants. These are (i.) corchorus capsulctris* ,(2.) corchoru/^ 
olitorius, (3.) corchorus fuscus, (4.) corckorus fascicularis, (5.) 
corckorus triloculhris, and (6.) corckorus decemangulargs. The two 
species first named are the only ones which yield the true jute, the 
others not being ordinarily cultivated for their fibre. 

The corckorus capsularis is an annual plant, growing from five 
to ten feet higft^s^with a cylindrical stalk as thick as a man’s finger, 
and seldom branclSihg except near the top. The leaves, which are 
of a light green colour, are about four or five inches long<4i>y one 
inch and a-half broad towards the base, but taper upwards into a 
long sharp point with edges cut into saw-like teeth ; the two teeth 
next the stalk being* prolonged into bristle-like points. The flowers 
are small and of a whitish-yellow colour, coming out in clusters of 
two or three together opposite the leaves. The seed-pods are short 
and globular, rough and wrinkled It is thus described in Major 
Drury’s “Useful Plants of India”: — “Annual, 5-10 feet: calyx 
deeply 5-clcft : petals 5 : leaves alternate, oblong accuminate, serrated, 
two lower serratures terminating in narrow filaments : peduncles 
short : flowers whitish-yellow in clusters opposite the leaves : cap- 
sules globose, truncated, wrinkled and muricated, 5 -celled : seeds 
few in each cell, without transverse partitions : in addition to the 
5-partite cells there are other 5 alternatipig, smaller and empty.” 
Ibe second species, the corckorus olitorius, is very similar to the 
last in general appearance, shape of leaves, colour of flower, and 
habits of growth ] but it differs entirely in the formation of the seed- 
pod, which is elongated, almost cylindrical, and about the thickness 
of a quill. Major Dru^y thus describes the plant — “>Annual, 5-6 
feet, erect ; leaves alternate, ovate-accuminated, serrated, tf\e two 
lower serratures termihated by a slender filament ; peduncles, 1-2 
flowered ; calyx 5-sepalled ; petals 5, capsules nearly cylindrical, 10- 
ribbed, 5-celled, 5-valved ; seeds numerous, with nearly perfect 
transverse septa ; flojvers small,, yellow.” Each of these species has 
a white and <i redejish variety. The stalks and leaves of the first 
variety are of a<^ht green colour; while in the second, the stalks 
are red and .the leaves red veined. Both .varieties of the plant are 
cultivated in Maimansinh. 

In so wide and diversififid a country as Bengal, it is to be ex- 
pected that the physical character of the land on which jute is grown. 
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should vary considerably in different parts. High lands, low land*, 
recent aFiUvial formations or chars, dry lands, humid lands, all are 
more or less cultivated with jute. Generally, however, such lands 
may be classed under the heads of — ist, Sond, high land, which is 
usually reserved for the cultivation of fruit trees, pulses, vegetables, 
tobacco, sugar-cane, and the df^s rice ; and, 2nd, SdTt, or low land on 
which the dman, or winter rice crop is grown. In Maimansinh, the 
jute crop is generally cultivated on land near the husbandman^s house 
sufficiently high to be out of reach of inundatiq’i?^ In the south- 
eastern part of the District, however, along the 1 )anks of the Brahma- 
putra, ilp is grown on the low lying river accretions. Laterite and 
gravelly soil are not favourable to the growth of .the plant, and in 
Binkuri, Bfrbhum, and portions of Bardwdn and Midnapur where 
the soil largely consists of laterite, jute is verv srantily cultivated. 

As regards climate, all information ^teni^s W ..ijow that a hot damp 
atmosphere is most favourable to the growth of the plant. Too much 
rain at the beginning of the season and early floods, are equally de- 
structive to the young plants, and injurious to the prospects of the 
the cro]). Except in low situations, the seed is never Sbwn until after 
a shower of rain to help germination. Alternate rain and sunshine 
arc found to be most congenial to the jute plant, but excessive rain 
after the plant has attained a height of two or three feet will not 
prove materially injurious so long as no water lodges at the roots. 
The water when so lodgeG does not kill the plant, for in the Bdkar- 
ganj and Farfdpur Districts jute grows even in waist-deep wdter ; 
but it promotes the growtli of suckers, which makes the fibre what 
is technically called ‘‘rooty.” Frequent light showers at ' first, and 
heavier rains afterwards, with the gradual rise of the rivers and a fair 
amount of sunshine, constitute the weathe* most favourable to the 
healthy,growth of the plant. Jute sufft^rs less injury from excessive 
rainfall than from the almost entire absence of it. Drought always 
stunts the growth of the plant, and if protracted very often entirely , 
destroys it. Inundations do ifot destroy the plajit so long as it is 
not submerged, and there is sufficient tiun shine toiafibrd flic necessary 
warmth. . , • 

The period for sowing, and the manner in which "the land, is pre- 
pared for jute cultivation -vary in different Districts, and' sometimes 
even in different parts of the same District. In Maimansinh, jute is 
called either dus or dman, ‘according to* the description of soil in 
which it is sown. The dus jute is sown earlier than the dman. 
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Sowings are generally made in the month of April or May, after the 
cold weather crops have been reaped, and the field repeatedly 
ploughed. As a rule the preparation of the soil is first commenced 
in the case of the loW* lands, chars, bils, &c., where there is consider- 
able risk of water rising high very early ; and deferred to a later 
period in that of high lands, where no such apprehension need be 
entertained. 7 'he number of ploughings required is entirely de- 
pendent on the nature of the- soil ; a clayey hard soil requiring a 
greater number'^, ploughings than a light, sandy, or loamy one. 
Under any circumstalSce the land should be so ploughed as to render 
the soil finely pulverised, and to expose every part of it to %he sun. 
Little attention seems to be paid by cultivators to the selection of 
good seed. In Maimansinh, a portion of the field is set aside for 
seed without reference to the quality of the plants, so that healthy 
and ill-grown plants alike .contribute seed for the ensuing season^s 
cultivation. As a rule, seed is not bought and sold, but raised from 
the plant by the cultivator himself ; in cases where it is sold, the 
ordinary price is about 2 rs. a maund, or 5s. 5d. a cwt. ; although in 
very brisk yealts, the price rises to 8rs. or 10 rs. a maund, or from 

I, IS. lod to £1, 7s. 3d. a cwt. The ordinary quantity of seed used 
is about I J seer per bighd, or 8 lb. per acre. The seed is sown broad- 
cast on a clear, sunny day, and covered over with a thin crust of 
earth, either by the hand or by a harrow. Germination takes place 
three or four days after sowing, when the fi^fld is harrowed or weeded, 
or subjected to both processes. Overcrowding a field checks the full 
development of the plant, and for this reason the crop is occasionally 
thinned by the removal of the more backward plants. Ordinarily, 
the space left between the plants is six inches, but in some places the 
plants are left more widely apart. 

The crop is reaped from about the middle of August to the middle 
of October. The best time for cutting is thought to be when the plant 
is in flower, and just before the appearance of the pods, when the 
fibre is of very superior quality. But' about this time the cultivator's 
attention is taken up by other tfrops, and the majority of husbandmen 
are not in a condition to incur the necessary outlay for hired labour 
to gathfir in the jute. The plants are, therefore, often allowed to run 
to seed before being cut. On the other hand, it sometimes happens 
that to avoid an impending inundation, or from a wish to be early in 
the market, the cultivator ‘pulls up or cuts the plant even before it 
has flowered. The fibre from plants which have not flowered, is 
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weak ; while that from plants in seed is harsh and wanting in gloss, 
although heavier and stronger than the fibre of the flowering plant. 
Whenever practicable, however, the plant is cut, cither when flower- 
ing or when the flowering is just completed. In some places, after the 
crop has been cut, it is stacked in the field and exposed to the action 
of the dew and sunshine, till the leaves, which if steeped along with 
the stalks are said to discolour the' fibre, have dropped off. In 
other localities, the leaves are thought to add to the weight of the 
stalks and to make them sink readily, and are not reiffovcd. Stack- 
ing is not generally practised in Maimansinh Disffict, and the stalks 
when cut are made up into bundles, and thrown at once into water 
for the purpose of being steeped. 

Stagnant water appears to be generally preferred for steeping the 
stalks in, as it expedites the process of fermentation, by reason of its 
containing a large proportion of decomposing^eg-. : a[>le matter. There 
is also great risk of the bundles being swept away by a sudden flood 
if steeped in a stream, and there is danger of the fibre being impreg- 
nated with the sand which is always carried in suspension by river 
currents. In steeping the stalks, they are covered with a layer of 
refuse tops of the jute plants, or with clods of earth, plantain tree 
trunks, logs of the date tree, or sometimes with straw smeared with 
mud. This is done partly with a view to protect the upper parts of 
the bundles from the action of the sun, partly to keep the stalks 
sufficiently below the surfac^of the water, and because it is believed to 
hasten the process of rotting. In some places the bundles are at fifst 
sunk by the root end, which is harder, leaving the upper end exposed 
above the water, and then after ten or twelve days the upj>cr end is 
pressed down to the same level with the root ends, so that the whole 
length of the stalks may rot uniformly. While*the bundles are under 
water the)i arc examined from time to time to ascertain how far the 
rotting has progressed. When rotted to such a degree that the 
fibre peels off easily, the bundles are taken out of the water, and 
the fibre either picked away front the stem, or sep^ated by beating 
in the water. After the fibre has been»extracted it is washed, and 
all impurities, removed or picked o^t. The fibre usually washed 
in the same water in which the stalks have been beeped. ^ But 
the cleaner the water andp*- the more frequent the w'ashings, the 
silkier and whiter is the fibre. Whenever readily to be found, there- 
fore, running water is preferred for this procf*ss. 

The Collector estimates the out-turn of jute in Maimansinli from 
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one dtgM of land, or a third of an acre, to be from eight to nine 
tnaundSy or from 5I to hundred- weights, worth from i/^rs. to 2 rs. a 
maund^ or from 4s. id. to 5s. 5d. a hundred-weight. The value of 
a good crop of ju^te, therefore, would be about 14 rs. per bighd or 
;;^4, 4s. od. an acre. ' 

These prices, moreover, were the ones ruling in 1873, much 

lower than those for previous years. The cost of cultivation is thus 
returned : — rent of land, 1/4 rs. a or 7s. 6d. an acre ; seed, li 
ann^s a bigba^Sx 6d. an acre; ploughing, harrowing, &c., 3/2 rs. per 
bigbdj or i8s. Qd. an acre; weeding, 1/2 rs. per^4’’-^^f, or 6s. Qd. an acre; 
cutting, I rs. per btg/idf or 6s. an acre; steeping, picking, anTl tying up, 
2/1 1 rs. a bigM, or i6s. an acre. Total cost, about 9/6 rs. a bigM ox ^2^ 
1 6s. an acre. The estimate does not represent the actual outlay in- 
curred by the cultivator, but rather the cost which would be incurred 
if hired labour were erq ployed. This, however, is very seldom the 
case, the entire labour of cultivation and preparation being carried on 
by the husbandman and his family. In the jute growing tracts, 
cultivators frequently form themselves into' associations on the prin- 
ciple of mutual co-operation, and undertake by turn the cultivation 
of the field, or the preparation of the fibre, for the aggregate guild. 
This practice is known as gd^itd in Pabni and the Districts near 
Calcutta; and as hdtmhrjogul^ or hdmurtdld in Maimansinh. In this 
District, the owner sometimes also lets out his jute land in bhdg^ />., in 
consideration of a half share of the produdfe from the lessee of the land. 

'It has long been a disputed point as to whether jute is oris not an 
exhausting crop for the soil, and the information received by the 
commission from the various District officers in different parts of the 
country, exhibits a wide diversity of evidence on this point. On the 
whole, however, the generally received oijinion is that jute is an ex- 
hausting crop, and the Jut,e Commissioner shares in this wew. He 
states in his report : — ‘‘ I have no hesitation in saying that jute exhausts 
and impoverishes the soil to a much greater extent than the other 
crops. In the absence of a sufficient series of chemical analyses of 
jute soils tinder different conditions, before and after the raising of 
a jute crojS, I unable to say,w^hat are the particular: constituents 
of the soil winch it abstracts ; but that it does abstract some of its 
constituents very largely is evident, from the necessity which agri- 
culturists find themselves under of re-invigorating their fields with 
manure and fresh earth t:oliected froifi drains and other places where 
vegetable and animal decomposition have deposited a rich layer of 
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mould, or leaving them fallow for a time, or by a rotation of crops, 
the crops selected being suth as are known by experience hot to re- 
rfUire the same soil as the jute. In the case of chars, bils, and low lands, 
this artificial re-invigoration is not required, as tfte silt deposited by , 
the overflow of rivers, the washings of the high lands brought down 
by rain water and deposited on low ground, and the enormous mass 
of vegetation which rots in bils, effect by natural processes what the 
agriculturist on high lands has to accomplish by his own labour ; but 
the necessity of supplying to the soil those constituent which the jute 
plant abstracts exists everyw^here. Nor are thtj adverse opinions 
quoted above really opposed to this deduction ; for it may be that in 
those places where the soil appears not to be exhausted, the rainfall 
and drainage are such as to obviate the necessity of artificial manure ; 
or the soil there maybe so rich in those particrhir • onstituents which 
promote the growth of the jute plant, that a^snee - ssion of crops does 
not appreciably exhaust it ; nay, it may adapt the soil for the better 
growth of other crops. Positive answers on these questions must, 
however, await extensive chemical analyses and experiments. As to 
the degree to which soil is exhausted by the cultivation of jute, I 
am disposed to think that ordinarily even virgin land, which has been 
broken up for a first crop of jute, will, in the second year, lose about 
25 per cent, of its productive power; and that, even though afterwards 
manured, the yield in the third year will be about one half of the 
first year’s crop. It is from Miis conviction of the exliausting power of 
jute on the soil that this crop is so frequently shifted from field to field ; 
and I can testify from my own observation and inquiries that, except 
in the case of chars flooded annually, and very low lands* which 
derive similar benefits by drainage, it is in a very few instances 
only that jute is grown on the same land for more than three years 
consecuti){ely.” 

This exhaustion, where not remedied by inundation is met by (i.) 
the application of manure ; (2,) rotation of crops ; and (3.) 

allowing the land to remain falK>w. The manure ordinarily used 
consists of cow-dung, ashes, and mud«from neighbouring banks or 
swamps. The leaves of the plant ^re considered* a good fertilizer, 
and are usually allowed to remain on the fields to rot. * *A rotation of 
crops is rarely resorted to in»the case of jute lands in Maimansinh 
District, but such lands are generally left fallow every third or fourth 
year. 

Drought is the most important of the natural calamities to which 
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the jute crop is liable ; but the plants are subject to other accidents 
of a serious character. In the central ‘knd eastern Districts, entire 
fields of jute are sometimes destroyed by a kind of hairy caterpillar 
called shudpokd, w*nich generally comes in seasons of drought and 
eats up the leaves and bark of the jute plants. The insect is 
kno>vn by various names in different Districts; those by which it 
is most commonly described being the bichd and dinchd. Another 
equally destructive insect is the cricket called uchingrd which burrows 
in the groun^^^md either uproots the seedlings altogether, or destroys 
them by cutting through the roots. During protracted droughts 
in Maimansinh, the plants from want of moisture are visited by a 
blight called kdrhuft which warps and twists the leaves and stops the 
growth of the plant. 

A question ha^ been raised as to the effects of jute-steeping from 
a sanitary point of view, owing to the rotting of the plant in the 
water. A considerable diversity of opinion exists as to whether the 
practice is really prejudicial to health. Dr McDonnell, who has 
long resided in the great jute-growing District of Sirdjganj, inclines 
to the negative view. “ I do not agree,” he says, that jute-steep- 
ing is in any respect unhealthy, or that it breeds any disease. It is 
certainly offensive to the smell ; but so is the water in which the 
indigo plant is steeped, and the refuse of the indigo plant, but they 
are well-known to be otherwise than unhealthy. The drinking of 
the water would no doubt be injurious, but from June to September, 
when the process is carried on, the people can easily obtain other 
water.” 

It hfAs been repeatedly alleged that of late years jute has 
deteriorated in quality, and that there has been a reckless selection of 
lands for jute cultivation. On this point too, a conflict of opinion 
exists among the, different District officers. There is liU;le doubt, 
that in proportion to the increase of the cultivation, the quantity 
of, medium and inferior jute raised has been greater, season after 
season. When the demand is brisk and the prices high, people 
find a re^y market for whatever they can produce, and naturally 
become careless » whereas a glutted market leads to the rejection 
of inferior articles, and consequently cultivators are driven to the 
necessity* of care in improving the quality of their goods. This 
was well illustrated in the Calcutta market in 1872-73, when the 
demand fell greatly below the supply, and such demand as did 
exist was chiefly for fibre of the best quality; the lower varieties 
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being saleable only at a very cheap rate. The cultivator is generally 
careful iiv selecting the land whereon to grow jute ; but a careful 
’ selection of land is not alone sufficient to secure a supply of good 
fibre. It is on the timely harvesting of tue" crop, the sufficieijt 
steeping of the stalks, and the careful dressing of the fibre, that the 
superior quality of the produce in a great measure depends ; and it 
is of not less importance that the rainfall while the crop is on the 
ground should not only be sufficient but seasonable. 

The high prices of 1871-72, threw the cultivator oft his guard; and 
forgetting his habitual caution, he extended the^rea of his cultivation 
beyond dthe limits of his working power. Just at the time, too, when 
the jute had to be harvested and steeped, he was .busy both in reap- 
ing his crops of rice and hum, as well as in preparing to sow the 
dman paddy. His attention being thus divid*. 1, the jute crop was 
neglected ; for even the cultivator who coidd fford to pay fpr hired 
labour, found it difficult to procure it, es])ccially in a season when 
labour is most constantly and largely in requisition, and when the 
labouring population was also to a great extent crippled by the 
sickness then so widely prevalent. The result was a Crop of inferior 
quality. 

There are, however, many causes for the deterioration of jute, 
irrespective of want of care on the part of the cultivators. Even after 
taking every precaution, the husbandman finds himself helpless if 
the rainfall happen tc ^*0 insufficient or unseasonable. In 1872 
this was the difficulty with which he had to contend. Lower Bdngal 
suffered from a deficiency of rain in every month of that year, and 
with an extended area under juto. cultivation, a large portion of the 
fibre necessarily turned out of medium and inferior quality. Again, 
excessive rain, by driving the agHculturist tc^ reap his crop before it is 
mature^ leads to its deterioration. The plants ^on lowlands being 
in imminent danger of death by submersion, the alternative is 
either to lose the entire crop, or by cutting early to secure a crop of 
inferior quality. The husbandn>en naturally preferred the latter course. 
With a large area of cultivation spread over ^ very wide tract of 
country, on lands of very dissimilar character, an^jjunde; very different 
circumstances, the result in 1872-73 was the influx of a large quantity 
of inferior jute into the n^arket. There is nothing, however, to show 
that there has been any deterioration in the character of the jute plant 
itself, or a permanent falling off in the quaiity of its fibre. 

^he direction in which improvements may be easily and most 
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beneficially effected in the cultivation and preparation of jute, are (i,) 
the selection of seed, (2.) rotation of crops, and allowing jvite land to 
remain fallow, and (3.) care and attention in the season of reaping* 
a^d in the subsequent manipulation of the fibre. With regard to 
the first point, an exchange of seeds between different Districts might 
be tried with an almost certain improvement in the quality of the 
fibre. Moreover, as jute is generally conceded to be an exhausting 
crop, although, some of the District officers maintain the contrary, 
no high lands should be planted with jute oftener than once in two or 
even three years. That the productive powers of jute land have 
been generally over-taxed, is inferred from the fact that of l2.te more 
inferior fibre has been brought to the market than formerly, much of 
which must have been grown on exhausted soil. There is consider- 
able difficulty, however, in carrying out a system of regular fallows 
at stated periods. The cultivator cannot always afford to pay rent 
for fallow lands, and the prospect of recouping two or three years’ 
rent by the sale of one year’s good crop is subject to so many con- 
tingencies, natural, commercial, and domestic, that few like to accept 
it. There is besides at present a great demand for arable land for a 
variety of crops, and few can afford to forego present opportunity for 
a future contingency. A third direction in which improvement 
might be effected, is with regard to the time of cutting the plant. 
The Superintendent of one of the largest Jute mills in the neighbour- 
hood of Calcutta, writes as follows with reference to this point : — ‘^Too 
much importance cannot be placed upon the fact, that the cutting of 
the jute at the proper time in a great measure determines its quality. 

If cut when the plant has just rearmed its full growth and the flowers 
begin to appear, the fibre will be strong, soft, and free from hard root 
which is so objectionable ; on the other hand, if allowed to stand 
until decay has set in, the fibre will be hard and of a brown^colour, 
and no amount of care in the steeping will remedy this. No proper 
tanks are provided for steeping in ; any small hole or ditch by the 
road side is used. For a time these do well enough, but quantity after 
quantity is steeped in the samcv water, till it gets so dirty that the 
fibre steeped 'in it becomes discoloured and weak.’* The employment 
of machinery for the separation of fibre cheaply and effectually is very 
desirable, afid it might be worth the while of Government to offer 
premiums for machines for the purpose. The primary conditions which 
such a machine would have to fulfil are-^ij^., That it must be cheap 
enough to be within the reach of the bulk of the cultivators ; 2nd,, 
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it must be so easily worked that husbandmen of ordinary intelligence 
should b^ able to use it; and 3^//., it must be so simple in construc- 
tion, that any village smith should be able to put it in order when 
required. The great desideratum is cheapness? Unless the cost of 
such a machine be so low as to bring it within the reach of ordinary 
cultivators themselves, it would effect little; as paid factory labour in 
large establishments would not be able to compete with the private 
enterprise of cultivators who devote their leisure hoiys to the mani- 
pulation of the plant. 

. Any improvements or changes imply a greater outlay of labour 
and capital than is now devoted to the work, and this will scarcely 
be risked so long as the cultivator does not find that the price of his 
produce is regulated by its quality alone ; that the best quality 
commands the highest price; and that inf; ior fibre proves the 
least remunerative to him. Sometljing ^uia> be done by diffusing 
information as to what alterations and changes in the present modes 
of cultivation and of manufacture are likely to improve the quality 
of jute, but the only thing which will really lead to the general 
adoption of improved methods of cultivation anfl mani])ulation 
is profit. Meanwhile he naturally clings to a process which, 
without any ai)preciable strain on his resource of capital and 
labour, now brings him such large returns. This cannot be better 
illustrated than by reference to the extension of the jute trade, 
and I quote the following in extenso from the Commissioners^ 
Report : — 

“Jute h^s been grown in India from about or even before the time 
of the Mahdbhdrata ; and doubtless a considerable quantity of the 
fibre was produced in the seventeenth and the eighteenth centuries both 
for home consumption, and for gunnies fot the packing of articles 
for exJ)ortation ; probably also for the mryiufacture of cordage. 
But the raw material was not exported. Trial shipments of the fibre 
were made at the close of the last century, and although thesCc were, 
very favourably noticed and laid the foundation for a lucrative foreign 
trade, no systematic or material ai^ was givenP by Government, and 
the exports languished from that <ime to the clo 4 e»of the third decade 
of this century. In 1828-29 the total exports of jute amounted to 
only 364 cwt., 7’^alued at ^62, 2s. From this year, the trade in the 
fibre seems to have gone on rising very steadily. At the close of the 
first five years from that date the exports® rose to 25,333 cwt. In the 
five years the average was 67,483. The next quinquennial 
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average was nearly double that of the preceding one (117,047 cwt.), 
and it doubled again in 1843-44 to 1847-48 (234,055 cwA.) This 
steady increase in the production of the fibre was effected solely by the 
eiTbergy of the cultivatdfs, without any extraneous aid whatever. They 
found the occupation profitable, and engaged in it with alacrity, 
devoting their own land, time and capital to a cultivation which they 
understood thoroughly, and which always brought them a fair return. 
The fibre was gradually better and better known by the manufacturers 
in England, and as the demand rose, so did the supply. The 
superior quality of Russian flax, and its moderate price at the time 
was, however, a serious impediment to the extension of the jute trade, 
even if it had been, which it certainly was not, well known to manu- 
facturers. Few would seek the jute fibre in distant India who could 
get the superior Russian flax at about the same i)rice so much nearer 
home. The Russian war 0/ 1854-55 upset this state of things. The 
importation of flax was stopped, and English manufacturers were 
driven to the necessity of finding a substitute, and jute at this juncture 
appeared the most promising. It was nearly as good as flax in quality; 
it was cheaper' and it was grown in a dependency of the British 
Crown, where it could be cultivated to any extent desirable. The 
stocks in the market were bought up at high prices, and the demand 
for the fibre in Bengal was brisk. I'he cultivator perceived his 
opi^ortunity, and seized it of his own accord, without any prompting or 
aid worth the name. He kept up the su])pry to the full extent of the 
demand, and the average of ex])ort rose from 969,724 cwt. in 1858- 
59 to 1862-63, to 2,628,110 cwt. in 1863-64 to 1867-68, or nearly 
three-fold more than that of the Receding five years, or over eight 
times more than the supifiy of the year before the breaking out of the 
Russian war. The tota^ value of these exports was 6, 129,593. 
The last quinquenrial average was 4,858,162 cwt., valued at 
;^3,oio,022. During the period from 1828-29 to 1872-73, the jute 
trade, has risen from 364 cwt., valued at ;;^62, 2s. in 1828-29 to 
7»255,689 cwt., valued at 4,234,962 in 1872-73. It is usual with 
some to desclint on the apathy, 'ignorance, and want of enterprise of 
the peojfle of this co’^.try generally, rnd of the cultivators in particular; 
but the figures here given prove beyond the shadow of a cavil that 
they are, notwithstanding their real and aheged defects, sufficiently 
long-headed thoroughly to understand their interests, and capable of 
creating and elxtending an ifidustry in five and forty years to the value 
of nearly four and a quarter millions pounds sterling, without anye'^jd 
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whatever from without. That they are capable, likewise, of sustain- 
^ing this tfede and extending it, if required and made worth their 
while, none will, I feel certain, venture to question. As long as the 
trade will be profitable they will do all that is needed ; but strong 
common sense and long-headedness will not accept theories for facts, 
nor adopt new methods and systems because they are new, or because 
they are told to adopt them. '^The new methods and systems must 
be proved to be real imi^rovcments, calculated for certain to add to 
their profits, or they will have none of them.^ To illustrate this 
subject further, I may here also advert to a fiict which is of much 
moment. The high prices and heavy demands for jute in 1871-72 
were quite sufficient to induce the cultivator in the ‘following year, to 
increase the area of his cultivation by about 30 per cent, over that of 
the preceding year ; but his customers fail** i to respond to his 
enterjmse. The purchasers fell back, •the f rices fell, and the market 
was glutted ; as a necessary consequence the grower was a heavy loser, 
and he at once reduced the area of his cultivation from about 
925,899 acres in 1872 to nearly 517,107 acres in 1873. short, 

the best and only incentive to the extension of the jute trade is, as in 
all other cases, profit ; and as long as European manufacturers will 
keep it up by a steady demand at remunerative prices, so long there 
will be regular improvements, both in the quality and quantity of the 
supply ; but sudden and heavy falls in prices will tell seriously anrninef 
both.’^ 

The rapid extension of the jute trade of late years has materially 
improved the condition of the agricultural classes. The (Collector of 
Maimansinh states as follows : — “ In an economic jioint of view, jute 
has been an immense boon to the inhabitants of the District. It has 
enabled them to utilise lands which were pH'viously of little value, 
and it h?is poured in a supply of silver tUl the g*esft bulk of the people 
are decidedly raised above a condition of poverty. At the same 
time, I am not of opinion that the production of cereals has been 
diminished to any ajipreciable extent, if indeed it htis been diminished 
at all. . I am sensible of the difficulty of applyi^ abstract rules of 
political eednomy to the state of things around i 5 ^n India ; but the 
following points may be noticed as bearing on this part ot the 
question : — isty Che price rice has not risen in the last four years ; 
2nd, even if the price of rice had ri.sen^omewhat, this would have 
been sufficiently accounted for by the rise of price which would 
nawffhlly follow the influx of silver rising from the sale of jute 
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as, in spite of this, rice has not risen, it follows that rice cultivation 
must have been extended and not diminished ; 4///, it is ifhpossible, ^ 
however, to say what quantity of the silver which has flowed in has 
p^sed into circulation, as, of course, only silver in circulation can 
affect prices, and the quantity of silver hoarded in this District is 
very considerable. But apart from considerations of this kind, I can 
state with tolerable confidence, from my knowledge of the District 
and my expekence as a settlement officer, that the production 
of cereals is not dirninishing. It is seldom that the cultivator is 
tempted to sow jute upon lands which ought to be devoted to rice, 
as he has generally the command of lands of inferior quality, which 
are nevertheless well adapted for jute.” 

As a rule jute is cultivated by the peasantry only with a view to 
supplementing their regular cultivation of rice and seeds. Very few, 
if any, devote themselves <0 it exclusively, and as the preliminary 
outlay on the crop is small, the labour, seed, and manure being the 
cultivator’s own, there is not much demand for advances in order 
to enable the husbandman to go on with the cultivation. In some 
places, however, the system of advances has arisen, and it is 
prevalent in Maimansinh, Rangpur and Godlpdril. I'hese advances 
are made and received under various conditions. In some places, 
the mahdjan or village mercJiant makes the advance on the express 
understanding that he is to be repaid in jute to be delivered 
at the market rate of the day, and that he is also to be paid a 
commission of scers or 2^ lbs. of jute for each rupee advanced, 
as interest. In other places the entire produce of the field or fields 
is made over to the niahdjan, who*deducts the amount of his advance 
and interest from the proceeds of the sale of the jute. In and about 
Jamdlpur in Maimansifih District, a cultivator under advance has 
to give to his mahdfan 5 seers- or 10 lbs. out of every maund (^2 lbs.) 
sold by him, to cover the charge for interest on the loan ; and in 
* some instances, in addition to the 5 seers of jute, 2 pice^ or three 
farthings per maund ^ in money is also levied by way of direct interest. 
In the Kisorfganj sub-division of Maimansinh the mahdjan who has 
made the advance^'generally takes 'repayment in jute at the rate of 
four dn^ids qr sixpence per maund less than the market rate ; if the 
stipulated quantity is not delivered in the same season, the deficiency 
has to be made good the following year. 

Where, jute is not grown under advances, the cultivator takes 
the raw produce of his crop in bundles, to the nearest hdt or v&kge 
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market, or to the large marts, according to local circumstances ; ..nd 
there sejls it to petty traders, known at different places under 
the names of fdikdrsy pharids^ or bepdris, who convey the produce 
to the central towns, and dispose of it to the tmhdjans^ or merchants 
of greater pretension. The petty traders also go about with money 
from homestead to homestead, buying up parcels of the fibre, which 
they either dispose of on their own account, or make over to the 
mahdjans from whom they may have received advances. These 
itinerant traders, known in the eastern Districts .where they have 
to travel in boats, as bhdsdnid bepdrts^ and elsewhere as phaHds, are 
to be met with in every District where jute is largely grown, and 
almost everywhere appear as middlemen between the jute-grower 
and the merchant. In Rangpur jute sometimes passes from the 
cultivator direct to the wahdjmis themselves, r- ho send it to Calcutta. 
It is disposed of to bepdrzs from Sirajgan/, wlio go up in boats, 
occasionally with salt, but oftener wkh cash, either bartering for, or 
buying up, the jute according to the grower’s choice. These bepdris 
are generally allowed a half share in the ])rofits of the venture by the 
Sirajganj mahdjans, who sell the jute at that mart to native or 
European merchants for shipment to Calcutta. In Dacca, when the 
cultivator owns a boat, he himself goes w'ith his produce direct to 
the mahd/ans, chiefly at Ndrdinganj. Sometimes two or more 
cultivators club together and hire a boat jointly to carry their pro- 
duce to market. But tlte pdikdr or pharid prevails everywhere. 

The great jute mart in Bengal is Sinljganj in Pabnd District.* The 
District officer thus describes the manner in which jute transactions 
are conducted at Sirdjganj, and tjie same description aj^pHes, mutatis 
mutandis, to the other large rural centres of the trade : — “ The hanks 
are brougliJL by boat or on men’s heads to Jhe nearest market or hdt, 
one qf which is to be found within a few rniles of every village. 
There it is sold to bepdris, or petty dealers. *The bepdris never make 
advances for jute to the cultivators, but always pay in ready money 
for what they buy. . . . The ^jute is next put into boats of from fifty 
to a hundred and fifty maunds burd^, and is cpnveyed by the bepdris 
• to the exporting marts — Sirdjganj, Rdiganj, Bdngdsf, Chandrakond. 
Uldpdrd and Shdhzddpur. There the fibre is sol 3 to the mahdjan, the 
merchant who remains stationary in one place and buys jute brought 
to him, eitherVs a speculation, or for a commission of 5 per cent. 
In Sirdjganj the bepdrt deals with the mahdjans through the agency 
ofja broker, called a ddldl. Sales are conducted in a fl6ating bdzdr 
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on the river, where all classes of traders, European as well as native, 
are to be seen daily between 8 and ii a.m., passing backwards and 
forwards in light boats, called ddldli dtn^s, amidst an incessant • 
clamour of tongues. , More than half the mahdjans are Mdrwdris 
(called Kdyds)^ arid their gay dress and the rapid movement of their 
boats give an animated appearance to the scene. There is the greatest 
noise and confusion on every side, but the real business is transacted 
without a word. TKc ddidl tells ma/idja7i what is the number 
of maunds of 'jute in his client’s boat, and where it comes from ; 
he offers a sample, and then 'they put their hands together under a 
cloth. Offers and demands are indicated by tracing the .Bengali 
figures expressing the rate per fnaund on the palm of the person 
concerned, no one else being able to know what amount is to be 
given or received. If the parties come to terms, a little jute from 
the sample is delivered by way of a sign .that the bargain is complete. 
This trade language of sigris is /also used at Ndrriinganj and probably 
in most Indian marts. It may have been introduced by the ddldls in 
order to cheat the hepdris. These country traders are liable to be 
deceived as to the price agreed upon, and always seem to play a very 
ridiculous part, sitting in a corner of the boat while strangers dispose 
of their property by secret signals. The bargain made in the broker’s 
boat is seldom adhered to. When the hepdri brings his jute to the 
mahdjan^ he is told, generally with great truth, that it is not of as 
good quality as the sample, and the price ha" to be settled over again. 
If the market has risen, the seller, claims the benefit.” In case of a 
dispute regarding the quality of the article bargained for, a reduction 
is the usuql course ; and if this cannot be adjusted by the parties 
concerned, arbitration is resorted to. The price is generally paid 
on the twentieth day after purchase. 

The great bulk brought down to Calcutta is usually conveyed by 
water; Maimansinh jifce not' often being despatched to Calcutta 
direct, but generally to the large marts of Sirdjganj or Ndrdinganj. 
'Occasionally it is forwarded direct tto Calcutta in charge of the 
mdnj/ii or he?ri man^ of the bojt, who has been known to dispose 
of the jute on**his own account and to return to the mahdjan with a- 
false tale of wreck and total loss of cargo. The cost of boat hire to 
direct from Maimansinh varies, from los. to ^5 

(35-5<^ h loo Ma///2ds (between j and 4 tons), the higher rates 
being charged ,m November t^nd December when the rural population 
is engaged' in harvesting the winter rice crop. 
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It may be well here to describe the system of trade follo^.ed 
when th^ jute reaches Calcutta, “When a consignment of jute 
arrives in Calcutta by rail, it is carted away to the store house of the 
consignee, generally an dratddr^ or commission agent, who sells it^at 
his own discretion, charging store rent at the rate of i pice or 
farthings, and commission at the rate of r dnud or lid. for every 
maund sold. The rent is usually charged for the total ])eriod the 
goods are stored, without reckoning the exact time,^or making any 
difference for the occupation of the store-house for a long period in 
cases where the sale is delayed. If a consignment is coming by 
country boats, the consignee sends out men called khdlc^astis who go 
beyond the toll-house, board the boats consignejcl to the firm, and 
discharge the prescribed tolls which are subscfiuently recovered from 
the consignor. When the jute is sold fror' T -.‘boats in which it is 
brought, without being landed, a commission of only i dnnd or i^d. 
on each tnauud sold, is charged by Wic consignee. But if the con- 
signment has to be kept in the drat^ or store-house, r pice or 
farthings more ])er maund, is charged on account of rent, as in the 
case of jute brought by rail. • 

“ The draiddr or commission agent to whom the consignment is 
made, acts as the seller’s broker. I'he produce is, however, disposed 
of through the intervention of a regular broker acting on behalf of 
the intending buyer. 1 he European exjjorting firms are the princi- 
pal buyers. Occasionai 4 y, but rarely, when the market is very low, 
and the consignee is particularly anxious to close his account, the 
dratddr himself becomes the purchaser. When the fibre is approved 
of, and the terms are settled between the commission ag^nt and the 
broker, a jdchanddr, or examiner of the quality of the fibre, is called 
in to examine the consignment in the buyer’s interest, and to fix the 
quantity to be given over and above |>er maniu^, in case the fibre be 
found wet or inferior to sample. 

“ Sometimes, even before the bargain is settled, or the disposal ol 
the consignment has been art*anged for, the dratddr, if applied to* 
advances to the consignee nearly tlie whole jynount •of the market 
value of, the consignment, charging intere^tjat 12* per cent, pei 
annum. If the sale-proceeds exceed the amount of the advance and 
charges, the surplus is remitted to the seller, who, on the other hand, 
is required to refund the difference if the sale-proceeds fall short oj 
the consignee’s claims. Sometimes ihmdratddrs advance money tc 
the petty traders in the jute-growing Districts, charging interest a 
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1 2 per cent, per annum on the sum advanced, on the understanding 
that they will send all they can collect to the drats making the 
advances. The debt is discharged out of the price realised by the 
sale of the jute they .bring down to Calcutta. Sometimes a trader 
under advance sells his investment at a different drat, or agency 
house ; but in such a case no difference is made in the rate of 
interest, nor any claim urged for damages. The usual precaution 
taken is to seize the' boat as it arrives at the ioW-ji^/idt through the 
k/nt/i(asfts, and recusancy on the part of the consigners, or of their 
supercargoes, leads to cpiarrels and appeals to the police : but this is 
not common.” 

I have mentioned that jute is prepared from two species of 
plants. No appreciable difference is rcj)ortcd in the quality of their 
resj)ective produce. In commerce, however, marked distinctions are 
noticed in the productions of different ])laces. These have led to a 
variety of specific names being q)plied to jute, of which the following 
are the most common : — (i) Uttar iyd, (2) Deswdl, (3) Desi, (4) Dcord, 
(5) Ndrdiny^anji, (6) Bdkrdbddi, (7) Bhdtidl, (8.) Kanmganjt, (9) 
Mirganji, and fro) yanUpari, 

( I.) Uftart'yd, the market name for the best variety of jute. It is 
called ////ar/j’d or northern jute, because it comes from the Districts 
to the north of Sirdjganj, viz., Rangpur, Godlpdrd, Bograh, parts of 
Maimansinh, Kuch Behar, and JalpdigiirL This jute recommends 
itself to the trade by its possessing to the greatest extent those 
properties which are essentially necessary in fibres intended for 
spinning, namely length, colour, .and strength. It sometimes, how- 
ever, fails \n toughness, and is never equal to the desi and deswdl 
descriptions in softness. A superior quality of this jute is produced 
\>y the lldiang and Koch people in the hills north of Maimansinh. 

‘ It comes into the market as late as November. . , 

(2.) Deswdl, Next ifi commercial value is the deswdl jute, which 
commands a steady and good price on account of its fineness, softness, 
bright colour, and strength. It is stated^ however, to have deteriorated 
to a certain extent within the last<few years, from the inefficient system 
of drainage in the new fields where it is growa The fibre has become 
shorter and more rooty, and also weaker. Its name implies that it is 
the native^ jute of Sirdjganj and its neighbourhood. The varieties 
grown in bils or mar.shes are called bildfi; those raised on chars 
are commercially known by the name of eharud. In Calcutta both 
sorts pass under the generic name of deswdL It first comes into 
market about the latter end of July or the beginning of August. 
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(3.) Desi jute is the produce of Hugh, Bardwdn, Jessor, and 
24 Pargands. It is of a long, fine, and soft fib’^e. 

(4.) Deord. This quality of jute comes from Farfdpur and 
Bdkarganj. Its name is taken from a village in Faridi)ur, which wjis 
formerly a large mart. I'he village has now dwindled into insignific- 
ance, but all the jute produced in Farfdpur and in the neigh- 
bouring District of Bakargnnj^is known by its name. The fibre of 
this class is strong, coarse^ black, and rooty, and mi^ch overspread 
with runners. It is largely used in. the manufacture of rope and 
cordage, and would rise in value if the dealers v^uld refrain from pour- 
ing water on the prepared fibre in order to increase its weight. Occa- 
sionally small parcels of this jute are met with of a very superior quality. 

(5.) Ndrdingajiji jute, called after the mart which is the centre 
of the trade, is mostly the produce of Da('(' It is well-suited for 
spinning, being strong, soft, and long. But rom some neglect in 
steeping, the fibre by tlie time it readies Calcutta, loses its original 
colour and turns a brownish tint, whit h detracts from its value. 

(6.) Bdkrdbddi is the finest descri\)ti<)n of the fibre raised in 
Dacca District on the ckars of the river Meghnd. It excels particularly 
in colour and softness. 

(7.) Bhdtidi jute is also grown in Dacca and comes to Calcutta 
from Ndrdinganj. It is grown on river chars ^ and takes its nam« 
from the fact that it grows in the bhdti or tidal country. It is a ver 
coarse but strong fibre, aiid in demand in the British market for th 
manufacture of rope. * 

(8.) Karintganji jute grown in Maimansinh District, is an unusual) 
long fibre, very strong and of good colour, partaking to sc pc exten 
of the nature of the Ndrdinginj or Dacca jute. 

(9.) Mtrganji jute is the produce of Rangpur District, which 
although long, is generally of only medjiim quality. 

(10.) Jpangipuri. The produce of a portion of Pabnd District 
' goes by the name of Jangipuri, after the village of that name. It is 
of short fibre, weak, and bad fdr spinning. ^ 

The fluctuation in the price of jut^ during thp past few years, has 
been remarkable. At Sirdjganj maiket, superict jute which in 1871 
sold at 5 rs. a maund, or 13s. 8d. a hundredweight, did not in 1872 
realise more than from 3/10 rs, to 3/14 rs. a maundy or from 9s. i id. 
to I os. 7d. a hundredweight. In 1873 the prices of the different 
descriptions of jute at the same mart were as follows : — Best 
A rS'>3/6 rs., 3/8 rs.,and 3/10 rs. per maund, or from 8s. rod. 
to 9s. I id, a hundredweight. Medium uttariydy 2/12 rs. to 3/2 rs. a 
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maundf or from ys. 6d. to 8s. 6d. a hundredweight. Inferior uttariyd^ 
i/io rs. to 2/2 rs. a mautid^ or from 4s. 5d. to 5s* pd. hundred- 
weight. Best chartid^ 2/6 rs. to 2/8 ns. a maund^ or from 6s. 6d. to® 
6^. rod. a hundredweight. Medium and inferior charud, 1/14 rs. to 
2/4 rs. a maund, or from 5s. id. to 6s. 2d. a hundredweight. 
Deswdly i/to rs. to 2/2 rs. a inaund, or from 4s. 5d. to 5s. 9d. a 
hundredweight. # 

At Ndniinganj market in Dacca, jute sold in 1872 u^ to a 
maximum of 4/12 rs. a maitnd^ or 13s. a hundredweight. In 1873 
the highest prices realized ranged from 2/8 rs. to 2/12 rs. a maund^ 
or from 6s. rod. to 7s. 6d. a hundredweight. Inferior kinds* sold in 
1873 ns low as i t. to 1/2 rs. per mauud^ or from 2s. 8d. to 3s. id. 
a hundredweight. 

The prices at the Mdddripur mart in Bdkarganj District, the seat 
of the dcord jute trade, varied in the eariy part of 1872 from 2/2 rs. to 
2/4 rs. per maund^ or from 5s. 9d. to 6s. 2d. per Inindredweight. 
In 1873 prices are said to have fallen so low as from 12 to 14 dftnds 
per maund, or from 2s. to 2s. 4d. a hundredweight. 

In the Calchttn. market, the prices of the different descriptions of 
fibre in 1S72 and 1873, are returned as under.* — 
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Per Mattuii. j 
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A. 
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d. 
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d. 
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10 
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I 
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10 to 

10 

II 

1 )cswdl, 

3 /S t' 4 

9 
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II 

1/14 to 3 5 

I M 

8 

2 

Dcbi, . 

3 tc 3/12 

8 

2 ,, 10 

3 

2 to 2/8 1 5 

5 

6 

10 

Doora, ., . 

2 tc 3 

5 

5 ♦» 8 

2 

1/2 to 1/8 i 3 

I 

4 

1 

Nardiu^anji, 

3 4/8 

8 

2 „ 12 

3 

2 to 3/8 I 5 

5 

9 

6 

lUkrdbatU, 

3 3/'8 

8 

2 „ 9 

6 

1/14 to 2/10 j 5 

I „ 

7 

2 

Jangipi 

‘U /4 

7 

8 

10 

2 to 2/8 j-5 

5 M 

6 

10 


The average price of jute in Maimansinh Di.strict in 1872 was 
returned at from 1/8 rs. to 2 rs. a viatmd^ or from 4s. id. to 5s. 5d. 
a hundredweight. 

Although *the present depressed prices (1873-74) have thrown 
a gloom oveY the jprospects of jpte cultivation, the future of the 
trade is nevertheless promising. The Jute Commissioner in his 
Report, thus sums up the future prospects of jute cultivation : — 
** Taking only the present jute-growing tracts into consideration, the 
prospect of the cultivation fn time to coftie may be regarded as most 
hopeful. The sixteen Districts which include the bulk of these tggets, 
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comprise a total firea of 22,498,477 acres of arable land, out of which 
only 876^^24 acres were devoted to jate in 1872 according to the Dis- 
trict reports, — probably an inadequate estimate. T^eaving any excess 
out of consideration, as its extent cannot be ascertained, and arguing 
on the figures at command, were the demand for jute to double in 
course of the next ten years, it would only take up about one- 
thirteenth of the arable area, leaving the remaining twelve-thirteenths 
for cereals and other crops. 'Fhis estimate docs n^t include the 
reclaimable w'aste lands in the Districts under notice. Their extent 
is vast \ and as they are being rapidly broughf under the plough, in 
reality jute will not trench upon the present fields for the food-crops 
to the extent shown above. Again, there are sevgral Districts where 
jute is not as yet grown to any large extent, but which have taken to 
its culture, and are gradually extending their ' w and these will in a 
great measure supplement the present soun'i .s • supply. Moreover, 
during the time the reclaimed lands will take in occujiying the place 
of those fields which will be alienated from the food-crops by jute, 
those Districts which cannot grow jute can easily raise additional food- 
crops, which will in the usual course of trade feed tht jute-growers, 
whose earnings by jute would be most welcome to them. Doubtless 
in a country governed by custom all changes arc repugnant, and a 
transition state of agriculture and commerce must at first produce 
some disturbance of the usual order of things ; but under the 
incentive of gain, so pf , dominant in the human breast in every 
part of the world, which is of all others best able to ride rough-khod 
over custom, matters will .settle into their new course without any 
appreciable inconvenience.” ♦ 

The following are the j)rinci[>al of the jute marts in Maimansinh 
District, (i:) Sadr or Head Quarters ^ub-di vision — Nasirdlxid, 
Sambhyganj, Baica, Datta 'Bazar, and Rhairdd. ,(2.) Kisoriganj Sub- 
division — Karfmganj, Bhairab Bdzar and Ivatiddi. (3.) Jamdipur 
Sub-division — Jamdipur, Baushi Bangdli, Nalitd Bdri, and Sherpur. 
(4.) Atid Sub-division — SidIkul,*Subankhdli, and Nagarpur. 

Area of District, Out-turn# of Groks, — A .slight 
discrepancy exists in the various returns as to Jhe area of the Dis- 
trict, but the difference is probably due to recent boundary changes. 
The Boundary Commissioner, in a return dated July* 1874, gave 
the area at 6318 square miles. The Census Report takes the 
area at 6293 square miles. -The Collectoi of the Dittrict reported 
in 1^1 the estimated area to be 6464 square miles, and the same 
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figures are given by the Board of Revenue, and also by the late Cob 
lector, Mr Reynolds, in his Report on the District in th^ “ History 
and Statistics of the Dacca Division.” Of this latter area of 4, 136, 960* 
jjcres or 6464 square miles, the Collector estimates that 2,279,680 
acres, or 3562 scjuare miles are actually under cultivation \ 820,480 
acres, or 1282 square miles uncultivated but capable of being brought 
under tillage j and 1,036,800 acres or 1620 square miles as under 
jungle and uiv:ultivable. The proportion of cultivable to upcultiv- 
ablc land given above differs from that stated in the Statistics, &c., of 
Dacca, and in the cofnpiled Statistics of the Board of Revenue, but 
the returns agree in other respects. Of the total under cultr^^ation in 
1870, 97 per cent., or 2,221,180 acres were estimated to be under rice, 
and the remainder to be cultivated with pulses, indigo, jute, &c. In 
round figures, therefore, two-thirds of the entire District are either 
actually under cultivation, or capable of being brought under tillage, 
while the remaining one-third is waste and uncultivable. The out- 
turn of paddy per acre varies considerably. In the northern portion, 
land paying a rental of 1/8 rs. a or 9s. per acre yields an out- 

turn of from to 6 maunds per hi^hd^ or from 1 1 to 13 hundred- 
weights per acre, in the western tracts the yield is somewhat less, 
while in the south of the District, land paying the same rent yields 
about 10 mau/ids of paddy per big/id, or 22 hundredweights per acre. 
There is no land in the southern part of the District which pays a 
higher rent than 1/8 rs. per big/idy or 9s. per acre, but in the western 
and northern portions there is a considerable extent of valuable land 
which pays a rental of 3 rs. per bighd, or i8s. an acre, and from 
these highly priced fields, an outturn of unhusked rice is obtained, 
varying from 8 to 12 maunds per bighd, or from 17 J to 26 hundred- 
weights per acre. The* price of the paddy grown on -both sorts of 
land is about from 12 dnnds to i r. per maund, or from 2s. to 2s. 8d. 
a hundredweight. The land paying a rental of 1/8 rs, a highd^ or 9s. 
an acre, which is principiilly in the northern, w^estem, and south- 
western portions of the District, in addition to the outturn of rice, 
yields a sedond cr«p of ij knaunds per btgkdy or a little over 3 
hundredweights pdr-acre of til seed, pulses, peas, &c., the value 
of the , former being about 8s. 2d. and the two latter 6s. lod. a 
hundredweight. Land of the richer sort, vrhich pays a rental of 3 rs. 
per btghd, or iSs. an acre, produces a second crop of the same 
description, but the outturA is double in quantity. Mustard seed is 
also grown as a second crop on both descriptions of land, and ^ii^lds 
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an outturn of from i to 2 maunds per highd^ or from 2 to 4 hundred- 
weights a* acre, worth from 3 rs. to 3/12 rs. a maund, or from 8s. 2d. 
* to I os. 3d. a hundredweight. In the south and south-east parts of the 
District, a second crop is not generally grown.® Upon the whole, ^ 
fair outturn from lands valued at 1/8 rs. a bighd^ or 9s. an acre, would 
be a crop of both descriptions of the weight of about 6 J mamtds per 
bigMy or say 14 hundredweights per acre, worth about 9 rs. per 
big /id, for 2, 14s. an acre; and from the richer lands paying 3 rs. 

per big/id, or r8s. an acre rent, a double crop of about twelve maunds 
a big/id, or 26 hundredweights an acre is a fair*average, and is worth 
about rs. a big/ia, or ^^5, 2s. an acre. It will be seen from the 
' above that between one-fifth and one-sixth of the •total value of pro- 
duce is generally paid as rent, the remainder going to the cultivator 
for his capital and labour. This estimate vl*. ^ not include jute- 
growing lands. , , 

SizK OK Cui/riVATORs’ HoLDiNos. -^'Faking a fair average for the 
whole District, the Collector is of opinion that a farm of 60 bighds, 
or 2Q acres would be considered a large holding for a peasant. A 
fair sized comfortable holding is from 15 to 20 lig/ids, or 5 to 
7 acres. A single pair of oxen is able to plough about 5 acres of 
land, or perhaps, a little, but not much more. The peasantry, as a 
class, are not in debt. Generally speaking, the lands are held 
by tenants at will, but in' the south-east of the District, there are 
many.tenants who hold tfieir lands with a Right of Occuj^ancy under 
Act X. of 1859. The Collector estimates that the number of 
cultivators who possess occupancy rights, is about one-sixteenth of 
the whole agricultural community, except in the south-east where 
the proportion is about three-eighths. The pressure of the popula- 
tion on the’land is still light enough to altew of the husbandman’s 
prosperity. 

The Domestic Animals of Maimansinh are oxen, buffaloes, 
sheep, goats, horses, pigs, dogs, cats, &:c. Oxen and buffaloes are, 
the only animals used in agriculture. The animals reared for food, 
or as articles of trade, are sheep, gOiTts, horses, 'buffaloes, oxen, pigs, 
fowls, pigeons, ducks, &c. The-; alue of an average cow is reported 
to be about 12 rs., or;^i, 4s., and that of an average pair of oxen 
about 30 rs., of;!^3. A^pair of buffaloes cost from 40 to 50 rs., or 
^4 to ^5 ; a score of sheep about 25 rs., or 2, xos. ; a score of 
kids, six months old, 20 rs.* or ; ancf a score of pigs from 50 to 
or ^5 tO;^6. 
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The Agricultural Implements are of a very rude and simple 
description, and consist of the following articles: — (i.) di^koddit, or 
spade for digging the earth before ploughing ; (2.) ndngal, or plough ; 
(3.) Jodly or yoke; (4.) change used in levelling the ground after 
ploughing; (5.) bidd^ or harrow, formed -of pieces of timber or bam- 
boo, sometimes crossing each other, and set with either iron or 
wooden teeth. TJie last is drawn over the ploughed fields to level and 
break the clods, to cover the seed when it is sown, and to thin the 
plants when they have grown a few inches. (6.) Mugur^ a wooden 
mallet to break the clods; (7.) kdchi^ or sickle; (8.) hdt ndngalid^ 
or hoe for weeding. The cattle and implements requisite to culti- 
vate a “ plough ” cf land, equal to about fifteen bighds, or five Eng- 
lish acres, are a pair of oxen, a ])loiigh, yoke, spade, harrow, and 
weeder, the total cost of which would rejiresent a capital of about 
35 rs., or/: 3 , los. 

Waoks and Prices. — T he ^.ates of wages have considerably in- 
creased of late years, and at the t)rescnt day range from fifty to seventy 
per cent, higher than fifteen years ago. In towns the i)rice of labour 
is about one-third greater than agricultural wages in the rural tracts. 
The rate for labourers varies according to the season of the year, 
and the late Collector, Mr Reynolds, in his Report, states that un- 
skilled labour can sometimes be obtained for 5 rs., or los. per 
month ; but at harvest, or when agricultural operations are active, 
as much as 6 rs., or 6/8 rs., or from 12s!’ to 13s. a month would 
have to be jiaid. If the labourers are engaged only for a month, 
a fortnight’s pay is usually taken in advance, and a month’s pay 
if the enga{i;ement is for a longer pc'riod. Labourers can be obtained 
in considerable numbers at most of the j)rincipal bdzdrs. Agri- 
cultural day labourers usi^ally receive 6 rs., or 12s. a mohth ; smiths 
7 to 10 rs., or from i4s,tO;^i.; bricklayers and carpenters icTrs., or 
^ I a month. For a cart and two bullocks, with a driver, the rate of 
.hire is about 14 d////ds, or is. Qd. a day, but it is difficult to obtain 
carts in large numl.)ors. The rates for boat hire are fixed according 
to tonnage and number of th^ crew. In 1867 the usual market 
rates were as follow for a boat of rioo maiinds^ or four tons burden," 
25 rs., or;£2, I os. per month ; one of 500 maunds^ or seventeen tons, 
70 rs., or j^7 per month ; and one of 10^0 maundr^ or thirty-four 
tons, 135 rs., or los. per month. In 1871 the price of grain 
was as follows : — best cleaned rice from 2 rs. to 2/8 rs. and 3 rs. a 
maundy or from 5s. $d. to 6s. lod and 8s. 2d. a hundredweight, vatyi**/ 
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in the different localities in which it is grown ; common rice varies from 
i/8 rs. to i/i2 rs. per maund, or 4s. id. to 4s. gd. a hundredweight; 
best quality unhusked rice 1/8 rs. a maundy or 4s. id. a hundredweight ; 
common ditto, from 12 dnuds to 14 dnnds a mUttndy or from 2s. t9 
2S. 4d. a hundredweight ; shoiled barley, 3 rs. a maundy or 8s. 2d. a 
hundredweight; wheat, from 4 rs. to 5 rs. a maund y or from los. iid. 
to 13s. 8d. a hundredweight; Indian corn, only grown in small 
quantities, 4 rs, a waundy or los. iid. a hundredweight^ indigo, from 
200 rs. to 300 rs. a maund y or 2 j to ^40 a hundredweight ; sugar 
cane, i r. a maundy or 2s. 8d. a hundred weigh?. 'I'he ])rice of rice 
in 1866 ^^as exceptionally high, althougli tlie famine did not directly 
affect the District. In September r866 the price of cleaned rice in 
ordinary use rose to 4/4 rs. a maundy or us. 7d a hundredweight, 
which w’as the highest point reached during d.. , ar. The average 

price throughout tlic year was 3 rs. a maund^^'^ Ss. -d. a hundredweight. 
In 1867 the price of other .articles <*ff produce, as reported by Mr 
Reynolds in page 280 of ‘‘'I'he History and Statistic:s of the Dacca 
Division,” was as follows : — Pulses, 2/10 rs. a maundy or 7s. 2d. a hun- 
dredweight ; wheaten flour, 6/8 rs. a maundy or 17s. 9CI. a hundred- 
weight; cocoa-nut oil, from 22 rs. to 24 rs. 2)er maundy or from 
;43> hundredweight ; jute, from 2/8 rs. to 4 rs. per 

maundy or from 6s. lod. to 10s. iid. a hundredweight; as stated 
on a previous page, the i)ni:e of jute in 1S73 had fallen to from 1/8 
rs. to 2 rs. \)QX maund. Cbtton (in small quantities), 25 r'^.\^or maundy 
Ss. 3d. jjer hundredweight; mustard oil, 1 1/8 rs. a maundy 
or jQiy us. 4d. a hundredw'eight ; tobacco, 7/8 rs. a mau?idy or^,T 
per hundredweight ; molasses {i^uf^yy 10 rs. per ?nau;idy or^j, 7s. 4d. 
per hundredweight ; linseed, 3/8 rs. a maundy or 9s. 6(1. a hundred- 
weight ; mustard seed, 3 rs. })cr maund ,01 8s. 2d. a hundredwx-ight ; clari- 
fied butter, 30 rs. to 35 rs. per maundy o\ from ^4, 2s. to ^4, 15s. 8d. 
a hundredweight ; gram, 2/8 rs. to 3 rs. per 7naundy or from 6s. lod. 
to 8s. 2d. a hundredw'eight ; coarse sugar, from 10 rs. to 12 rs. j>er m<iundy 
7 s. 4d. to^i, 12s. 9d. a hundredweight; J)etel-nuts, 8 rs. jtcr 
maundy or^i, is. lod. a hundredw^e%ht ; hider, 20 rs.! or ^2 per 
score; rice»liciuor, used by the loif’er classes. Sounds, or is. a quart. 
No records exist in the Collector’s office showing the forme** price.;; 
of grain or other articled of produce, but it is known that prices 
have greatly risen throughout the District during the last 20 years. 

Weights and Measure.s. — The locaf standards and measures of 
are extremely perplexing ; nearly every Fiscal Division has its 
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own standard, and its own method of sub-dividing the maund {man). 
The following statement of the different local standards and measures 
will illustrate this : — (i.) In the Fiscal Divisions of Maimansinh, 

44 m, B 4 okhand, and Sinhdhd, rice, oil, clarified butter, jute, and 
tobacco are sold by the seer (ser) of 84 tolds 10 dnnds, equal to 2 lbs. 

2 oz. ijtV drs. avoirdupois. Other articles are sold by the seer of 
60 folds = I lb. 8 oz. 1 1 drs. The maund is thus sub-divided, and 
taking the ba^s of calculation to be the seer of 84 tolds 10 dnnis, the 
following are the English equivalents for the various sub-divisions : — 
5 seer = i Mf/td = 10 lbs. 14 oz. drs. ; 4 Mt/id ~ i bhutd — 43 
lbs. 8 oz. drs; 2 hhutd = 1 maund =87 lbs. o oz. 10* drs. ; 2 
maunds ^ i drhd ‘1= 167 lbs. i oz. 54 drs. In the cases where the 
seer of 60 tolds is adopted, the weights of the component parts of 
the maund Is pTOportlonately less. The standard seer is one of 
80 tolds equal to 2 lbs. o qz. 143 drs. ^ivoirdupois. (2.) In Husain- 
shdhi Fiscal Division, rice, jut6, and tobacco are sold by the seer of 
84 tolds so dfiruis = 2 lbs. 2 oz. 13^’^ drs. Other articles are sold, 
some by the seer of 80 tolds — 2 lbs. o oz. 14^ drs., and some by 
that of 60 tolas t= x lb. 8 oz. ii drs. (3.) In Jodr Husainpur 
Fiscal Division the standard seer is the same as in Husainshdhi, ex- 
cept that the maund is differently divided, as follows : — 10 seer ~ 1 
drhi = 21 lbs. 1 2 oz. 2^ drs. ; 2 dr/ii = i bdt/id = 43 lbs. 8 oz. 5I 
drs. ; 2 bdtl/d ~ i maund = 87 Ib.s. o oz. 10® drs. The English 
equivalents are calculated on the basis of the seer of 84 tolds 10 
dnnds. Where the smaller seer is used the weight of the maund and 
its different sub-divisions is proportionately less. (4.) In K 4 gm 4 rf 
Fiscal Division pulses and mustard are sold by the seer of 84 tolds 10 
dnndSf and rice and other articles by the smaller seer of 60 tolds. 
The sub-divisions of the maund are: — 2 1 seers — 1 chodn; 16 chodn 
== I maund. (5.) In jafarshdhi and Mukimdbdd Fiscal Divisions, 
grain and jute are sold by the seer of 84 tolds 10 dnnds ^ and other 
articles by the seer of 60 tolds. The component parts of this standard* 
are : — 5 seers ~ i chodn ; 8 chodn = i maund. (6.) In Sdgardf Fiscal 
Division articles are* sold in the same manner as in Jafarshdhl, bu> 
the maund is sub-dnnded in the s^me manner as in the Fiscal Divi- 
sion of Maimansinh. (7.) In Pukharid Fiscal Division articles are 
sold as in Jafarshdhf, and the maund is thus sub-diyided : — 10 seers 
~ I dhdmd; 4 dhdmd — i maund. (8.) In Barbdju and Tulandar 
Fiscal Divisions articles ai‘e sold as in Jafarshdhf, the maund being 
sub-divided as follows : — 10 seers = i kdthd; 4 kdthd = i 
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(9.) In Sherpur Fiscal Division grain is sold by the seer of 82^ told.s 
= 2 lbs. oz. i5-j?y drs., and other articles by the seer of 60 tolas ; 
*the maund is thus sub-divided: — 5 seer ~ i dhdrd; 8 dhdrd = i 
maund. (10.) In Susang Fiscal Division clarified butter is sold b^ 
the seer of 90 tolds = 2 lbs. 5 oz. drs., other articles are sold as 
in Mhimansinh, and the component parts of the maund are the same 
as in that Fiscal Division. (11.) In Atid Fiscal Division all articles 
are so]^ by the seer of 82 tolds 10 dnnds, the maund hCiXig sub-divided 
as in Sherpur. (12.) In Nasinijidl clarified butter is sold by the seer 
of 90 tolds ; rice by the seer of 84 tolds 10 dnhdsy and other articles, 
some b/ the seer of 80 tolds, and some by that of 60. The maund is 
sub-divided as in Maimansinh Fiscal Division. (13.) In Khdlidjurf 
Fiscal Division clarified butter and oil are sold by the seer of go folds, * 
and other articles, some by the seer of 84 tofis o dfinds, and some 
by that of 80. The sub-divisions of the mauj. I are the same as in 
Maimansinh. (14.) In Tappd HazriSUf, rice, oil, and ^»///' are sold by 
the seer of 84 tolas 10 dnnds, and other articles by that of 60 tolds. 
The weights are as follow : — 7 seer = 1 kdtha ; 4 kdthd = i drhi ; 

4 drhi = I drhd ; 16 drhd — i purd. (15.) In Judnslidhf articles are 
sold as in Tappd Hazrddi, but the weights are different, as follows : 

4 seer = i purd ; 4 purd = i kdthd; 20 kdthd = i bis, (16.) In 
Ranbhdwdl all articles are sold by the seer of 82 tolds. The measures 
of time are the same throughout the District, as follows : — i danda 
= 24 minutes; 7I danda*— i prahar ~ 3 hours; 8 prahar = i day 
and night of 24 hours. Measures of (quantity are : — 4 kauri = i 
gandd; ^ gandd = i hurt; 4 buri — i pan; 16 pan — i kdhan. 

Land Measures. — The local •land measures are as ^numerous 
and perplexing as the weights, and vary greatly in different 
parts of the country. (i.) In Alap.‘dnh and lappd Ran- 
bhdwdW the local standard is the equal to, 1*034 acres. The 

sub-divisions of the purd are : — 4 kauri — i gandd, 5 gandd — s kathd ; 

16 kathd = I purd, (2.) In Barbdju, Kdgmdrf, Atid, and Pukharid ^ 
Fiscal Divisions, land is measured by the khddq, which is equal to 

5 acres i rood, 3 poles. The minor* sub-divisions of the khddd are 
as follows: — 4 kauri ■=. i gandff gandd ^ \ pdkt, 16 pdki ~ i 
khddd, (3.) In Maimansinh, Sinhdhd, Darzibdju, Rdiddm, .Susang, 
Husainshdhf, hjasirujidl, Khdlidjurf, and Bdokhand Fiscal Divisions, 
the standard measure is as follows : — 16 kdthd = i drhd, 16 drhd ~ 
i purd =. 25 acres 3 roods 12 poles.* (4.) In Tdppd Hazrddi, 
^dsipur, Nawdbdd, Bdrikdndf, Jodr Husainpur, Tappa* Kurikhdi 
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Tulandar, Balrdmpur, and Idghar Fiscal Divisions, land is measured 
by the dron, equal to 5 acres 2 roods 12 poles, English. (5.) In 
NikH, Judnshdhf, and Latffpur, the standard is the kdni^ and 16 kdn^ 
pake I dron, but the size of the dion is very different to that in use 
in Hazrddf, and is equal to 16 acres 3 roods i pole, English 
measure. (6.) In Shcrpur and Sdgardf, the standard land measure 
is the ?iur, which is thus obtained : — 20 ga?idd = i kdthd, 20 kdthd = 

I kur = I a(h*e o rood 25 poles, English. (7.) In Jafarsh^if and 
Mukimdbdd land is measured by the pdki and khddd as in Barbdju 
Fiscal Division, but the standard is much larger, the khddd being 
equal to 7 acres 2 roods 25 poles. Upon the subject of these per- 
plexing diversities in the land measures, Mr Reynolds, in his Report 
on the District published in the “ History and Statistics of the Dacca 
Division ” (p. 230), states thaP it would be a great convenience to 
have the confusing and gnoir^alous land measures swept away, and 
one general standard of land hieasurement introduced ; but adds that 
so long as the legislation on the subject is merely permissive, it does 
not appear likely that the people wiH be prevailed upon to abandon 
their old usages. It may also be noticed that an era prevails in 
the Fiscal Division of Susang different from that in ordinary use 
throughout the rest of the District. The year commences with the 
month of Asvvin (September — October) instead of with that of 
Baisilkh (April — May), and the reckoning is a year and a half in 
advance of the ordinary Bengal era. 

Landlkss Day Labourers. — 'Fherc is no tendency towards the 
growth of a distinct class of day labourers who neither possess nor 
rent any iand in the District, 1 ut'in harvest time a class of labourers 
termed krishdtis come from Dacca and Faridpur in large numbers. 
These men are paid in kind, and usually leave the District as soon 
as the harvesting ia oyer. Women and children are empMyed in 
field work, but not largely. 

Varieties of Land Tenure. The following account of the 
different varieties of land tenure in Maimansinh is compiled from a 
report drawn up by Bdbu Gtnru Charan Chakrabartti, Sub-Deputy 
Collector, dated 29t^fl August 1873, and forwarded to me by the 
Government of Bengal. These tenures are divided into four classes, 
viz., (i.) estates paying revenue direct to Government; (2.) Govern- 
ment estates acquired by purchase or forfeiture from the original 
owners ; (3.) under tenured ; and (4.) rent free estates or tenures. 

Estates Paying Revenue Direct to Government. — ( f?)«».U 
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the time of the Permanent Settlement in 1793, the number of 
separate^ zamt?tddris in Maimansinh District, was returned at 17. 
These were settled in 41 shares, of which, up to August 1873, 5 had 
been removed to other Districts, owing to transfers and alterations of 
boundaries. The remaining 36 shares have since increased to tog^ 
to which four more have been added by transfer from other Districts, 
making a total of 113. Generally speaking, an entire pargandy or an 
aliquot part thereof, is termed a zaminddri paying revenue direct to 
Government Large divisions of a parga 7 td separated from it before, 
or at the time of the Decennial Settlement, are termed either 
wary ^dppdy or tardf. They are held independently of the main 
portion, forming the zdmtnddri or j)arent estate. The largest 
zamtnddrts are those of Alaj^sinh, Maimansinh, Atid, PukharlS^ 
Kdgmdri, Susang and Husainshdhi. (2.) Tn ’ »endent taluks. The 
minor portions of a pafgmidy or portions o‘ its other sub-divisions 
named above, are called taluks. "fclicyVerc created by the zaminddrs 
who used to receive the rents from them prior to the Decennial 
Settlement. At the time of that Settlement these taluks were 
separated from the parent zamhiddris and formed mto independent 
estates paying revenue direct to Government. The rights and 
interests of the owners of these independent tdluks are in every way 
the same as those of the zafuinddrs. The number of such tdluks on 
the District roll at the time of the Decennial Settlement was 2,600. 
It has now (1873) increased to 5,909. Classified according to 
rental, these tdluks are returned as under : — Paying a Government 
revenue of 100 a year and upwards, 28 ; paying between 10 and 
^100 a year, 632 ; paying between ^5 and^^io ayear„594 ; paying 
between jQ r and ;^5 a year, 2113; paying less than ^ i a year, 2 542. 

GovER^^MENT ESTATES. — These estate^ consist of lands bought in 
by Government at sales for arrears of revenue, or of newly formeci 
alluvial lands, or lands which have been escheated or resumed. In 
1873 there was 37 of these estates in Maimansinh District, classified 
as follows : — paying 100 ft year, and upwards, i ; paying *between 

10 and £, 100, a year, 1 5 ; paying between 5 and ^ 10 a year, 8 ; 
paying .between jQr and a year, 9 j^jlaying^less than jCi z. 
"'year, 4. When estates fall into the hands of Government, the first* 
opportunity is usually* taken of disposing of the prbprietary rights 
in them to private individuals by settlement or sale. The grantees 
and purchasers are placed upon the »me footing as the zaminddrs 
aiid independent tdlukddrs. 
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Under Tenures. — Nineteen different classes of under-tenures are 
met with in Maimansinh, from the dependent tdluk held imnjediately 
under the zaminddr or superior landlord, down to the holding 
of an ordinary rayat or tenant at will. It seems that most of these 
terfures existed from the time of the Decennial Settlement, and 
some of them long before. The feudal system, which under the 
Muhammadan Government prevailed in Upper India for centuries 
together, also found its way to Maimansinh. Favourite or* suc- 
cessful servants of the Nawdb frequently obtained the grant of 
a zamitiddri or a tdluk. Again, a feudatory chief divided his 
estate among his friends, relatives, or retainers, who in lik^ man- 
ner divided their lands among others. In time poverty, or the 
Vieditors of the owner of a fargand, or of several villages, induced 
him to part with one or more villages of his estate, either abso- 
lutely or conditionally. It is to these conditional transfers of 
the old zaminddr IS that the p&tni^ shikmt^ maunisi, mirdsh ijdrd 
tenures, &c. chiefly owe their origin. The different varieties of these 
tenures are as follow : — 

(i.) Paint tdluk. The nature of pahii tdluks is fully described 
in Regulation VI 11 . of 1819. They were first created on the 
estates of the Mahir^jd of Bardwdn, and in time spread over the 
whole of Bengal. The marked difference between a patni and other 
sliikmt or dependent tenures, is observable in the procedure laid 
down for the recovery of aiTears of rent due tO the superior landord. 
A detailed account of this tenure will be found in my Statistical 
Account of Bardwdn, in which’ District the patni system is best 
exemplified.^. 

(2.) Dar-patni tdluk. When a patniddr lets his estate in part or in 
its entirety, he is said |o have created a dar -patni. The dar- 
patniddr enjoys all the rights and immunities of the patniddr^ so far 
as concerns the sub-tenure held from him. The patniddr pays rent 
to the zaminddr or tdlukddr to whose estate the patni appertains. 
So alsd the darpatniddr pays rent tO his landlord the patniddr \ 
but he is not legally liable for any rent to the zdminddr or tdlukddr. 
The sale of the par^ estate for arrears of Government 'revenue 
' frees it of^all its previous encumbrances in patni and dar-patni. Even 
a pdtnidar is Aot entitled to any indemnification whe^ he pays the 
Government revenue to save the parent estate from running into 
arrear. By a proviso in the lease a patni 01* a darpatni is occasionally 
rendered voidable should the tenant neglect to do some specified act. 
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(3.) Shikmi tdluk. The term shikml or dependent idluk is 
used in contradistinction to Khdfijd or independent tdluk as described 
in the first class of tenures. It is a general name for a class of under- 
tenures which vary more or less in their nature or right and interest, 
and are held under the zaminddr or tdlukddr. The conditions' on 
which the lease is granted make the rent of the tenure either fixed 
or variable. In different parts of the District different names are 
giveji to shikmi tenures of the same class. In some places shikmi 
taluks are known by the name of pattdi or pattdo tdluk also. 

(4.) Istimrdri or mukarran. An estate *0! the kind known as 
istimrdri or mukarrari is one which has been held at a fixed rent 
from the time of the Permanent Settlement. TJie sale of the parent 
estate for arrears of Government revenue does not affect this sort •bf 
tenure, while the auction purchaser is entilh.J ) make null and void 
all the similar tenures created subsequ'^n^ t( the Permanent Settle- 
ment. The prefix kdtnF^ (pernmnent) is added to mukarrari to 
make assurance doubly sure. Such mukarraA tdluks of this District 
are sometimes considered to be ijahdri tdluks, by the proprietor who 
created them. • 

(5.) Maurdsi ; an hereditary tenure held either at a fixed or 
progressive rate of rent, according to the conditions of the lease. 

(6.) Nagani jamd tdluk is an under-tenure held subject to a light 
quit rent In every other respect it is similar to a maurusi tdluk. 
This tenure was created by the ancestors of the present Rdjd of 
Susang, as an inducement to people to settle on their estates. • 

(7.) Ijahdri tdluk. An under- tenure is called ijahdri tdluk when 
the superior landlord does not .chose to admit the muparrari right 
of the holdei of the tdluk, while on the other hand, the tdlukddr 
asserts his right to hold the land at fixed rent. Some of the 
ijahdri tdluks in Maimansinh date from a period anterior to the Per- 
manent Settletnent. 

(8.) Dikhli tdluk. This tenure is stated to be peculiar to Tapj)^ 
Hazrddf and Juanshdhf FiscM Divisions. It consists in the sale of 
a village or a specific quantity of»land of either a ithdrijd or inde- 
pendent, or a shikmi or depej^ident tdluk, ^By such a sale the right 
to the land passes absolutely to the purchaser, who has, to pay in 
addition to the purchase money, a fixed rent to the* superior land- 
lord, the vendor. 

(9.) Mistdkh\ a kind of sub-under-tenure held under a shikmi 
t 4 lukddr. 
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(lo.) Mirdsh\ a tenure in perpetuity of land situated within certain 
definite boundaries, and obtained from its proprietor on paynient of a 
sum of money down {saldmi)^ and with a further engagement to pay a 
fixed rate of rent to the* lessor. 

(ii.) Maurusi ijdrd is an estate farmed in perpetuity and heritable. 

* It is a dependent tdhik in all respects except in name. 

(i2.) Ijdrd, An ijdrd generally consists of an entire estate, or 
one or more villkges of an estate, farmed out for a term of y^,ars. 
Sometimes market and bdzirs are also let in farm. Hardly any of 
the Maimansinh rich lathdholdcrs manage their own property, and 
such lands as are not granted away in under tenures, are almo?»t uni- 
versally let in farm. , The leases are short, seldom exceeding five 
years. This ]3ractice of granting farming leases for short terms, 
is a great source of litigation, and one of the causes of the comparative 
backwardness of the District. The farmtr has no object in making 
improvements, and in general he *has no capital to do so. His aim 
is simply to make the most he can out of the farm during the period 
of his lease. 

(13.) DdisudJii ijdrd. When a man borrows money, and for the 
repayment of the debt, lets his. land in farm to the lender for a 
definite period or until the debt contracted is liquidated in full, 
the lease is called a ddisudhi ijdrd. 

(14.) Dardjdrd. A farmer or ijdrdddr of an estate can also sublet 
his farm for the period of his lease, the transaction being known by 
the naiifie of dar-ijdrd. 

(15.) Katkahdld. The tenure known by this name consists 
in the mortgage of an estate by its owner for the repayment of a debt. 
When possession of the property is given to the mortgagee, with 
stipulation that he shall erjoy the whole profit in lieu of interest 
until payment of the principal, it becomes an usufructuary mortgage. 
Notwithstanding the expressed stipulation as regards the application 
of the profit to interest only, any sum realized from the usufruct 
beyond legal interest^ is deducted from the principal. When 
possession of the mortgaged property is retained by the mortgagor 
it amounts to a c*onditi6i?,al sale, which is to be absolute or not, as 
the mortgagor fails to repay or does repay the debt contracted under 
the mortgage. ' 

(16.) Chak. A sort of under-tenure of the shikmi tdluk class, 
granted either fii perpetuity ^at a fixed Cental, or for a limited 
period. 
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(17.) Jot is a rayati or cultivating teiyirc. An ordinary jot con- 
sists of a few parcels of cultivated land with homestead for the 
tenant to live in. "I'lie tenant is in general the actual cultivator 
of the land, but in some of the larger jots the holder sublets the 
land. 

(18.) Nij jot or K/idman In many cases, the zatninddrs or 
superior landholders retain a portion of their estates in their own 
cultivation as home farms. 'J'hese lands are called Nij jot or Khdmdr, 

(19.) Bargd. In this tenure, the occupant of the land, generally 
a jotddr or petty tdlukddr makes over the lai-yl to another person on 
conditiQii of receiving one-half of the croj) at harvest-time. 

Rent Free Esj ates. — The District records show that 139 valid 
Idkhirdj or revenue free estates exist in the Distnet. Besides thesQ^j 
there are numerous other rent-free tenures, \v]vrh have been granted 
by the landholders either fo^ the worship of thi .;ods, maintenance of 
religious persons, or in return for setjneef rendered. 

Village Officials. — 'Fhc village officials of the old village 
communities, have died out in Maimansinh District, except in name. 
The present village officers are simply the servants of Uie landholders. 
They are designated fid/k, gi/mdshtd, taksi/ddr, karmachdri^ patwdri^ 
mandat^ pdik, and dah'd^ each performing his respective duty ; but 
nowhere in the District do the independent officials of the old village 
communities appear to be at work, though in many places the 
ancient names have beep retained. The fidib is the representative 
or manager of the proprietor of an estate, and the collection qf the 
rents is carried on by other subordinate officials under his super- 
vision. 

Rates of Ren'J’. — The following table showing tht prevailing 
rates of rejnt paid by cultivators for land growing ordinary crops, is 
taken^from a report by the Collector to* the Bengal Government, 
dated 15th August 1872. 

Arable land in Maimansinh District may be roughly divided into 
(fz) ordinary village lands, and (b) char or alluvial lands, and islands* 
formed by the rivers. The digerence befween ^the rates for 
ordinary^ village lands and for char^ as in 3 icatcd in the table, 
arises from a combination of several causes.^ It is partly the result 
of a difference in the ^oil, the char lands being mo^e sandy aiid 
containing a less proportion of loam ; but it arises also from the fact 
that char lands are for the most part Jess favourably situated with 
regifd to markets and means of communication ; and^ I have no 
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doubt that we should also take into account a sense oi insecurity 
as regards the action of the river on c/tar lands, which has an effect 
upon the rental, even in cases in which practically there is little or no 
danger of diluvion. ■ ,, 

( 

Prevailing Rates of Rent for Land in Maim an sink District. 


Kisoriganj Subnlivision. A«i Sub-divirio. 

Description ok LanA. 

Per Stan- PerEnglish Per stan- Per English] Per stan- Per Enji 
dard bighA. dard bighA. dard bigkd. 


1. High land for early or aus rice, pro- 

dncing also a cold weather crop >• 

^ of mustard seed or pulses . ) 

2. 'and of the same description i 

as tnc ahove. | 

3. High land jjrodtjcing early rice, but ) 

no second crop. 1 

4. Low lands for late or Aman rice, 

5. Char lands for Aman rice, . 

6 High lands producing only a cold ) 
weather crop of pulses or oilseed, j 

7. Char land of the same description ( 

as, the above. f ° 

8. Village lands for jute,. . . o 

9. Char land.s for jute, ... o 

10. Sucar-cane land,. < . i 

n. Village lands for thatching gras.s, o 
|I2. Char lands for thatching grass, . o 

13. Ordinary lands for vegetable gardens, o 

14. Char lands for vegetable gardens, 

'15 . gardens : [3 


. A. RS. A s. D. s. D. 
12 to I 4 4 6 to 7 6 


K.S. A. RS. A. S. D. S. D. RS.A|^ RS. A. .S. D. 

O si to O 12 2 0 to 4 6 O 12 to X 8 46 tc 


9 to I 34^1069 o 5 too qi ioit 03 6jo 8toi 3 ° 

o 4 too 7i|i 6 to 2 9 3 o tc 


6 too io| to 3 9 
10 to X I3 9 to 6 9 
7 top 14 2 7I to 5 3 

3100 qjt^Titos 4! o 3 too 7 1 xit0 2 7i|o 4too X2| x 6 tc 
02 to 0 6 jo q to 2 3 

o 7 to o xsjja 7i to 5 o , 

04 too 816 to 300 7toox4a7itc 

X 8 to 3 o |9 o to 18 o I 12 to 3 8|xo 6 to . 

05 too 8 1 ioito3 olo 10 to 1 3 9 tc 

o 3 to o 6 1 xi to 2 3 7 to o X4| 2 7i tc 

o 8 to 1 4 3 o to 7 6 |o 12 to X ‘ 4 6 tc 

o 5 to o 10 I loi to 3 9 9 to 1 3 4i tc 

2 4 t o 4 o x3 6 to 24 o 3 o to 5 18 o to 


2 to o 6; 9 to 2 3 
10 to X 2|3 9 to 6 9 
7 too i4'2 7ito5 3 
12 to 3 8jio 6to2x o 
10 to 1 2'3 9 to6 9 

7 too X42 7I t0 5 3 
i2toi 84 6 to 9 o 

9 to I 2,3 4ito6 9 

8 to 5 8 7x o to 33 < 


^ 7 to o X3ij2 7J to 5 o |o 12 to X 8 4 6 tc 
0 4 to o 816 to 3 o 7 to o 14 2 7i tc 


o 2 to 0 6| o 9 tc 
o 12 to X 8 4 6 tc 


The Collector, in forwarding the Report, states his belief that these 
figures in the foregoing table represent as atcurately as possible the 
rates ‘actually paid for arable land in Maimansinh District. They 
show an increase of from 30 to 50 per cent, on the rates which were 
common foj; the same qualities of land prior to the introduction of 
Act X. of 1859. I have already exhibited the diversities in the local 
mensuration (p. 446); and<as an illustration of the difficulties involved, 
tlie Collector in his District Rpport, published in the “ History and 
Statistics of the Dacca Division,^* dwells on the inconvenience of 
the local land measures in estimating the average rates of rent paid 
Jor the' several qualities of land in different parts of the District. In 
order to make •the corpparison, tke local measures must be reduced 
to a uniform stjlndard,* and even whep this is done, the difficulties in 
arriving aj: the truth are very great. The following extract on the sub- 
ject, taken from Mr Reynold’s, the Collected', Report, will illustrate 
this : — “ I am aware that there is a widely-diffused notion that there 
exist what are called pargafed rates,” acebrding to which the rental 
of land is re'gulated by its situation within this or that fiscal division, , 
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entirely irrespective of the qualities of the land itself. If this theory 
were a djie one, the inquiry would be greatly simplified ; for it would 
be only necessary to ascertain the customary rates of each fiscal 
division, and on such a question common fame might property be 
followed. My own experience, however, has led me to the conctu- 
sion that (at least in those Districts of Eastern Bengal with which I 
am acquainted) these pargand rates ” have no existence whatever. 
I do^ not of course mean that the rates of rent are fiot different in 
different fiscal divisions ; but the difference, in niy belief, depends 
altogether upon the <tuality of the soil and ofher natural advantages. 
When fends of similar quality, lying close to the common boundary 
of two fiscal divisions, are compared together, it will be found that 
they are assessed at the same average rates. This will often be di? 
guised in Maimansinh by the difference of ocal standards ; the 
rate on one side of the boundary may b'^ 5 rs. or los. per purd^ and 
on the other side 2 rs. or 4s. per kds 4 i^ and yet there may be no real 
difference between the two. Of course, the comparative fertility of 
soil is not the only element in determining the rate of assessment, 
though it is the principal one. All natural advantaged are to be taken 
into account ; vicinity of roads and other means of communication, 
healthiness of situation, good water, good markets for produce, &c. 
I believe that different rates depend entirely on the comparative pos- 
session of these and other similar advantages, and that they are not 
in any way determined <l)y the fact of lands nominally belonging to 
this or that fiscal division. I should therefore think it an abslirdity 
to say that the rate of homestead lands is so much in Alapsinh and 
so much in Kdgmirf. Lands witli the same advantages will bear the 
same rental in each fiscal division \ and to bring the name of the 
fiscal division into the question at all, segms to me to involve an 
elemegit of error and confusion, as it jmplies ti^ all the homestead 
lands in the same fiscal division possess the same advantages, which 
is notoriously contrary to the fact. ... I may add, that I greatly 
doubt whether it would be ‘possible, even wjth the most careful 
enquiries, to ascertain accurately th«^ average rental oMand. All the 
statistics.! have ever seen on tlje subject hav^ omitted to notice one 
important element of variation — I mean the different tastes and 
characters of ^ndlords.^ On one landholder’s estate the rents may 
be nominally high ; but it is well known that the area, entered in the 
zaminddA papers is mudi below the*truth, and the cultivator is 
willing to pay a high rent for 50 bighds^ as he knows that he will 
really get 70 bighds for his money. The neighbouring landholder 
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follows a totally different i)lan. He has his lands accurately measured, 
and lets them at a low rate. It is clear that any comparison, between 
the average rates of assessment on these two estates woufd be falla- 
cious ; and if the ertates were otherwise of similar quality, but 
sitliated in different fiscal divisions, they would probably be pointed 
to as a striking confirmation of the theory of pargand rates.’^ The 
delusion might last till' the first landholder died, and his successor 
had a new meiTsurement of the lands made, when it would be found 
that the rents woiild speedily hill to the level of those in the neigh- 
bouring estate. . . . Irfsome parts of the District, as Judnshdhi, it is 
not the practice to reckon house land according to the area, but at a 
contract rate in each separate instance. There is no reason, how- 
ever, for thinking that the result is materially different from what it 
would be on the more usual system of calculating by the area of the 
land. The two extremes of the District? as regards fertility of soil 
and other natural advantages, arti Juanshdhf and the northern part ot 
Alapsinh, the former being the least and the latter the most favoured 
locality. Next to Alapsinh, the lands of Jafarshdhf, and of some 
parts of Pukhaihii, are the most valuable. A custom exists in some 
places of imposing a double rate upon lands which produce two crops 
in the year. Not only is this done, but the tenant is entered in the 
zami 7 iddn accounts as holding twice the area of land which is 
actually in his possession, the land being reckoned twice over, and a 
separate rental assessed for each of the two annual croi)s. This is 
locally known by the name of rafigimrt jamd. The only instances 
of this which 1 have met with, have been in Husainshahf fiscal divi- 
sion j but the jiractice may prevail in other parts of the District also, 
It is proper to add, that in the cases which have come to my know- 
ledge, the double rental vjas merely sufficient to raise the assessment 
to the amount of rent, paid elsewhere for similar descriptions of iJand.’^ 

Enhancement of Rents. — Although a considerable enhancement 
in the rates of rent throughout the District has taken place of late 
years, the Collector states that in his ‘opinion it would be wrong to 
attribute it tonhe working of the Land Law (Act X. of 1859) alone. 
The general riSe in prices of n^rly all articles of consumption ' 
has of itself contributed to the increase in the . rates of rent. The 
provisions of ‘Act X. have exercised an impoKant influence in giving 
the cultivators a defined, status only changeable by course of law. 

Manure, IrIrioation, Cow-dung Inanure is used; from 22 to 
26 hundredweights being required for an acre of rice and sugar-«ftne , 
land in the west and south-west of the District; in other parts a smaller 
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quantity of manure is considered enough. The cost of manuring an 
acre of ri(^ and sugar-cane land is estimated at about 4s. a year. 

* Irrigation is only used in the cultivation of boro rice, for which pur- 
pose artificial canals are cut from natural wattrcoiirses on to the 
fields. The Collector estimates the cost at from 4 rs. to 5 rs. pef 
bighd, or from 4s. to ios. per acre per annum. Compared 
with other District returns, this seems high. Land is rarely left 
fallow but occasionally, after a crop has been raised for three or 
four consecutive years from some poor land, the field is allowed a 
little rest to recruit itself. 

Natural Calamities. — Maimansinh suffers occasionally from the 
ravages of insects, but the damage caused by the blight to the crop 
is never of serious extent. Floods occur now and then, at intervals* 
of several years, but the damage caused by li'. a is usually slight 
and transient ; and tlie Coll<fclor states tL... there is no demand for 
embankments, or other protective w<frks against inundation. The 
floods, when they do occur, are caused by. the rising of the rivers 
before they enter the District, and not by excessive rainfall within it. 

J )rought sufficient to affect the general prosi)crity of tfie District has 
never occurred within the memory of the present generation. The 
collector is of opinion, that in some isolated parts of the District 
irrigation works on a small scale would be beneficial, but that, as a 
whole, Maimansinh has many natural advantages which render arti- 
ficial works, such as catials, unnecessary as a protection against 
drought. In the southern part of the District, there are sbme 
elevated and some low-lying tracts which exert compensating influ- 
ences in the case either of droughts or floods — that is do say, in 
years of floods the higher levels would have an increased fertility, 
on the other hand, in seasons of droughty the low marshy lands 
would in some measure tend to compensate for, the loss of crops in 
the uplands. However, as anything like a general destruction of 
crops has not occurred within the memory of the present generation, 
the margin of loss from either, of these causes VJiich would need to 
be supplemented, has not been such .fs to attract particfllar attention. 

Famines. — During the faming 0/ 1866-67 price of unhusked 
rice rose as high as 2 rs. per maund, or 5s. 5d. a hundredweight, and 
cleaned rice to 4/4 rs. a Ihaund, or i is. yd. a hundredweight. Prices 
of grain have since been greatly reduced from what they were during 
the famine, but have not rethmed to whaf used to be ednsidered their 
^rditmry rates before the famine. The Collector reporfs that the 
famine-point wmuld be reached in Maimansinh when paddy or unhusked 
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rice sold at 4 rs. a maund^ or los. iid. a hundredweight, and rice at 
8 rs. a maund, or xs. rod. a hundredweight These, however, seem 
to me, from the estimates supplied by neighbouring Districts, to repre- ** 
sent a degree of scacrcity which would have passed the famine point. 
But in some parts of this District, and particularly towards the south, 
the people are in the habit of laying up a stock of rice to guard 
against the contingency of high prices and the failure of the particular 
harvest. TilP this reserve store is exhausted, prices would nqt reach 
the above rates. When they did touch those rates the private stock 
might be held to have’^been exhausted, and immediate famine would 
be impending. The principal crop on which the District depends is 
the dman harvest > and although the dus is also an important crop, 
it could not make up for an almost total loss of the first, so as to en- 
able the people to live through the year without actual famine. If 
the price of paddy were as high as j/8 rs.'a maund^ or 4s. id. a hundred- 
weight, and rice 3 rs. a maund^ efr 8s. 2d. a hundredweight, in January or 
February, after the gathering in of the winter harvest, the Collector 
would consider these rates to be a warning of the approach of famine 
later in the year. At present, the means of communication at the 
disposal of the District in the cold weather are not sufficient to avert 
the extremity of famine by importation from other parts of the 
country ; but in the rains the water communication would be suffi- 
cient to make up in a large degree for the deficiency of the local crops. 

PoREiGN AND ABSENTEE LANDLORDS.— In 1 87 1 there wcr^ three 
P^urbpean landholders on the rent-roll of the District, besides nine 
Armenians and Eurasians. The number of Musalm^n proprietors is 
1171, wh« pay a total land revenue to Government of ;£8,76o. 
From about one-eighth to one-sixth of the whole District is owned 
by absentee landlords, r 

Roads and Me^^ns of Cpmmunication. — There are thr&e main 
lines of roads in Maimansinh, one leading from the head-quarters 
town of Nasirdbdd to Tok, on the boundary of Dacca District; a 
second to the sub-divisional town of Jamdlpur in the west ; and a 
third to the tbwn of Subankhdfi, in Pukharid Fiscal Division, also in 
the west of the District The firsf is forty miles in length, and is 
bridgeck throughout. The second is thirty-two miles in length, and . 
is intersected by the Banar and Satara ri\^rs, which are unbridged. 
In the cold ^vd dry seasons these streams are of little depth, and are 
easily forded 5 in the rains they are crossed by means of ferries. The 
only bridge of any magnitude along this road is a wooden bri^e 
Ashtodhar over the Srikhdlf river. The third road, that to Suban- 
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khdll, is forty*four miles in length, and is also intersected by the 
Banar and^Satara rivers, which are unbridged. There is a masonry 
•bridge on this road over the Gujd river at Madhupur, and seve- 
ral wooden bridges. These three lines of roack are all unmetalled, 
but they are in fair order, and passable by wheeled carriages through- 
out the year. Besides these roads, there is. one from Jamdlpur to 
Karafbirf, in the north-west of the District, thirty miles long, and in 
fair repair; also a road from Jamdlpur to Sherpur, Rine miles in 
length ; and one from Jamdlpur to Pingnd., thirty-two miles in length ; 
all which are only practicable for horse or fobt passengers. There 
are also Toads, or rather tracks, from the Brahmaputra to Karfmganj, 
a distance of twenty-five miles ; from Sherpur to Pidrpur, and from 
Agarusindur to Bdjitpur, sixteen and thirty miles in length respec- 
tively. None of these are suited for wheeled tra;*ic. The only other 
road is a tolerably good one from the^town of Nasirdbdd to Gauripur; 
but this is only practicable in the rftins for passengers on foot or 
horseback. On the whole, there are about 146 miles of good roads, 
and 124 miles of inferior roads or tracks, in the District. None of 
these are under the supervision of the Public Works Department, but 
are under the management of the local officers, and maintained by 
grants from the Amalgamated District Road Fund. During the year 
1871 the sum of 000 was allowed fo* their maintenance, &c. 
This the Collector considers to be a very inadequate sum. No large 
markets have lately sprurtg up along the lines of road. There are 
no railways or canals in the District, but a few years ago a proposal 
was made for opening a canal from Rim Gopdlpur to the Brahma- 
putra river, the landholders of Maimansinli Fiscal Division offering 
to defray one-half of the cost of the work. It was found, however, 
that the advantages of this canal would ba but questionable, as a 
sufficient supply of water could not be ^commanded to maintain it in 
a navigable condition throughout the year. 

Manufactures. — Maimansinh District is not now the seat of any 
manufacturing industry on a large scale. In forruer times the muslins 
of Kisorfganj and Bdjitpur were of a:)nsiderabl« note, ^nd the East 
India Company had factories at ^oth these places, 'fhe Kisorfganj 
factory is now the warehouse of a cloth merchant, and £? Police 
Station stands (jn the siPe of that at Bdjitpur. Muslin, however, is 
still manufactured in this quarter of the District, though not to any 
great extent The fine sifalpdti mats ^e largely manufactured in 
^he eastern and south-eastern tracts, where the marshes furnish an 
abundant supply of reeds for the purpose. Mustard oil and coarse 
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sugar is manufactured throughout the District for local- consumption. 
Indigo is manufactured on the estates of Mr Wise and Dunne 
for the Calcutta market. The description of cheese known as Dacca’ 
cheese — and clarified butter are also largely manufactured in the low- 
lying portions of Judnshdhf and Nasirujidl Fiscal Divisions, where 
there are considerable tracts of rich pasture for cattle. Charcoal 
burning is carried on at Barmi on the borders of Dacca, and also at 
G^btalf on the outskirts of the Madhupur Forest. Brass anc^. copper 
culinary and other utensils are manufactured in several parts of the 
Distnet, both for local use and for export to the large mart at Sirdj- 
ganj in Pabnd and other places. The women of the pooiVr classes 
weave a sort of coarse silk cloth, from the produce of silk-worms 
which they rear themselves ; the worms are fed on the leaves of the 
bkerandd tree (Argemone Mexicana). On the whole, the social con- 
dition of the manufacturing classes is good. With the exception of 
indigo manufacture, there is<*no well-marked distinction between 
capital and labour. All other articles are manufactured by the people 
on their fown account, and in their own houses. No system of ad- 
vancing money for manufacturing purposes prevails in the District. 

The following table shows the number of skilled workmen, me- 
chanics and artizans, under their respective trades, making a total of 
32,973 men, or 4*53 per cent, of the total male adult population. 

Manufacturing Class and Artizans Maimansinh District, 

, 1872. 



Male 

Adults. 


Male 

Adults. 

B rickla^e rs ( R 6 jm htris) , 

792 ^ 

Brought forward, .. 

16,208 

Stone masons, 

Brick-makers, 

51 

Basket -makers, . 

S8 

22 

Toy makers, 

146 

Sawyers, . . . * 

154 

Bead makers. 

S8 

Carpenters, . , 

5454 

Workers in lacquered ware. 

14 

Thatchers, . . 

80 

Shell carvers, 

Cane workers, 

92 

Well dige^ers, 

17 

3 

Boat builders. 

Blacksmiths, 

30 

1769 

Cotton spinners, . 

Siik weavers. 

1 

Coppersmiths, . » 

32 

Cotton weavers, . 

14,505 

Braziers, • r • 

^ 5 ' 

Jute weavers. 

105 

Workers in bell-melal, 

98 

Tailors, 

897 

Kalaigars, . . 

18 

<Shoe makers, . , * 

Gunnybag makers, 

613 

Gold*milhs, 

2289 

144 

Potters, * . . . 1 

43 SO 

Net makers, 

18 

Glass makers, 

9 

Jute spinners, . ^ . 

*3 

Mat maker^ 

.802 

Bookbinders 

12 

Cabinet-makers, . 

» >76 

Paper, makers. 

52 

Can -rd over, 

16,208 

Total, . 

32, 
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Commerce and Trade. — The chief articles of import are cotton, 
betel-nu^^, and chilies from Tipperah ; cattle from Western Bengal ; 
cocoa-nuts from the southern Districts; and refined sugar, piece 
goods, wheat, &c., chiefly from Calcutta via Nardinganj. The prin- 
cipal exports are rice, jute, indigo, reed mats, hides, brass and copjl^r 
utensils, cheese, clarified butter, &c. Tobacco and muslins are also 
exported to a small extent. The following is a list of the more im- 
port^t commercial and trading markets : — (i.) NasiTdbdd, the chief 
town and civil station of the District. (2.) Dhapunid, a large mart 
for grain. ^3.) Sambhuganj, where all descriptions of commodities 
are boTight and sold. (4.) Jamdlpur, town. (5.) Sherpur, a large 
village but now somewhat. decayed in importance.. (6.) Nalitdbdrf, the.^ 
most important mart in the northern ]>art of the nistrict. (7.) Suban- 
khdlf, the principal scat of trade in the we^: T>f the District. (8.) 
Husainpur, a large and wcll^upplied^bdzai. (9.) Uldkdndf or Bhairab 
Bdzdr, situated on the Brahmaputra rtcar its junction with the Meghnd, 
the largest and most important mart in the District. (10.) Karfmganj, 
a large bdzdr. (ii.) Katiddi, a large commercial mart, but of less 
importance than formerly. (12.) Kdlidchdprd, a market principally 
for grain. (13.) Kisorfganj, the head-quarters of the sub-division of the 
same name, and a tolerably large market. The District trade is 
chiefly carried on by means of pemianent markets, but also partly by 
means of fairs. The principal of these is the //lu/an fair, held in cele- 
bration of the birth of Rrishna, at Kisorfganj in tlie month of August, 
which is frequented by traders from Dacca, Tipperah and Silhet as well 
as by merchants of the District, at which a considerable traffic is 
carried on in cloth, piece-goods, 4 iardwarc, spices, shoes, «.nd miscel- 
laneous articles. The next in importance is the Dol or swinging- 
festival held at Husainpur in March ; it. is not now so largely at; 
tendepd. Fairs are also held at Sherpur and •Gobindganj in March 
and October, and also in Jamdlpur, but these are not of much im 
portance, and attract few, if any merchants or traders from other Dis- 
tricts. The Collector is of opinion that, upon Jhe whole, the exports 
exceed the imports, leaving a yearly balance iia favouf of the District. 

Capital. — No rule of genej;al applicatioji prevails regarding the ^ 
manner in which accumulations of money by the people are employed. 
The cloth merjehants eitiploy their profits as capital in their business, 
while the grain merchants lend out a considerable^j^rtion of theirs 
at interest The landed* classes in tl*e District as a rule have very 
littit profit to dispose of, and the Collector states that/with the ex- 
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ceptipn of the Rdjd of Susang, he does not know of any proprietor 
who expends money on the improvement of his land. The psual rate 
of interest in small transactions when the borrower pawns some article 
equal in value to the^sum borrowed, is twenty-four per cent, per an- 
njdm ; in large transactions when a mortgage is given upon moveable 
property, the rate is eighteen per cent., and in the same class of trans- 
actions with a mortgage upon houses or lands, the rate is twelve per 
cent, per annutn. Petty agricultural advances to the cultivatojrs on 
personal security are rarely made; but when they are, interest is 
charged at the rate of 'twenty-five per cent, per annum, payable in 
kind. Cases of advances made to the peasants, and secured by a lien 
upon the crops, are reported as unknown in Maimansinh. Landed 
estates sell for sums varying from twenty-five to forty years^ purchase, 
but as a rule, thirty years' purchase is looked upon as a high price. 
There are no large banking establishments in the District, and loans 
are usually conducted by village shopkeepers, who combine rice- 
dealing with usury. 

The total of the incomes in Maimansinh District over;£’5o per 
annum is about 45 0,000, according to the proceedings under the 
Income Tax Act of 1870-71. The net amount of income-tax realized 
in that year with a tax at cent, was 13,293, los. In the 

following year, 187 1-72, with the tax at the rate of i^V per cent, levied 
on the incomes above per annum, the net income-tax realized 
amounted to 3, 9 2 9. ’ 

Administrative. — Revenue and Expenditure. — Both the 
revenue and expenditure of the District have steadily increased 
since the j.dministration passed ixto British hands. In 1795, the 
first year for which records exist, the total revenue of Maimansinh 
, District, after making aP deductions for transfers and inefficient 
balances, amounted to ^77,1.60, and the net expenditure or civil 
administration to 12,028. In 1821-22, the net revenue had in- 
creased tO ;£^92,9o8, and the net civil expenditure to 14,521. In 
1 8 60-6 T, or two year§ after the country' passed from the hands of the 
East India CoVnpanyento those V>f the Crown, the total net revenue 
of Maimansinh amounted to 132,0^1, and the net civil expenditure 
to 24,460. In 1870-71, after about twelve years' administration 
by the Crown, the net revenue had increased to 161,61 7, and 
the civil expetj^iture to no less than;^49,574. Between 1795 
1870, therefore, the net revenue of Maimansinh District increased 
by 109 per cent., or more than doubled itself; while the civik ex- 
penditure has more than quadrupled itself in the same period. 
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'Phe . following balance sheets show the de<^ails of revenue and 
expenditiire for the years 1795-96, 1821-22, 1860-61, and 1870-71, 
respectively. The figures given in the tables for the earlier yeajs 
must not be taken as absolutely correct, but its only the best I can 
get. Under the more exact administration which has prevailed Vf 
late years, the Statement for 1870-71 may be accepted as accurate. 
I quote the figures as furnished to me by the Collector, with the 
excej)tion of those for education, police, jails, post office, and income- 
tax, which have been taken from the several Dej)artmental Rei)orts: — 
No separate return is given of ]>olice expenditure in either of the 
tables >821-22 or 1860-61. At these periods such Police as existed 
was under the control of the Magistrate of the District, and the ex- 
penditure is probably included under the diivlnr or criminal charges. 

I have deducted from the receipt side of thi e two tables, small 
amounts under the heading f)l Civil and Annuity Funds, aggregating 
^400. This is not a source of revenue, but merely money held in 
deposit to provide for future annuities and pensions. 

Balancb: Sheet of Maimansinh District for** 1795-96. 

Revenue. | Expenditure. 


I s. d. 

Land Revenue . 71,999 i 6 /Hzaiini 

Proceeds from sale of) r o rv venue charges 
Govt, property . j ^ Profit and Loss 

Profit and Loss . 267 7 5 Police 

Police . . . 1,132 10 I j Donations 

Excise . . . ^ I 31 Interest on loan 

Dacca Mint . . 2,650 7 4 1 Post Office 


£ s. d. 
6,186 6 10 
5,422 16 10 
*5 9 4 
94 Ip 2 
8 13 I 
248 5 6 

52 u 6 


Total ^| 77 . i 59 „_ 7__7 1 Total £ 12,028 13 3 


Balance Sheet of Maimansinh District for 1821-22. 


Revenue. 

Expenditure.. 

Land Revenue, 

Nawdrd (fleet fund). 
Stamps, 

Post office, . 

Police, . • . 
Remittance from the ) 
Judge, 5 

Revenue chargesgtneral. 
Excise, . 

Profit and Loss, . 

£78,4^0 H 1 

283 19 10 
4,614 9 9 
•211 12 4 
619 14 • 4 

^939 II 5 
no 19 6 
5,131 7 2 

2,579 17 5 

Diwdni charges, 
Revenue charges, 
J^amps, . , . 

Post Office, • . • 

Donations, f 

% 

• 

^6,931 *00 
6,272 4 I 
’ 1,235 4 I 

60 0 0 
22 ry g 

% 'i 

1 

« Total, 

£92,90^ 5 

Total 

14, 5217 II 


2 G 
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Balance Sheet of Maimansinh District for 1860-6 i. 


^ Revenue. 

Expenditure. ^ 

Land Revenue, . 

^85,319 0 6 

Revenue Charges, 

^6,149 16 8 

Excise, 

13,845 19 6 

Excise, 

256 0 0 

Wamps, 

23,795 0 0 

Sajindmdy . 

422 II 0 

Police, 

. 124 16 6 

Discount, . 

748 5 3 

Judicial receipts, . 

1,367 10 8 

Dhvdni charges, . 

7,261 7 6 

Criminal, ,, 

2,868 4 7 

Criminal ,, 

57431 lo I 

Revenue, ,, ' . 

’ 121 17 5 

Pensions, . 

17 10 0 

Law, . 

139 II 7 

Law charges, 

218' 6 4 

Post Office, . 

537 8 10 

Post Officer. 

3^7 7 7 

Schooling fees and ) 


Education, . 

I7237 7 5 

Subscriptions, ) 

899 3 9 

Record fund, 

15 14 4 

Record fees. 

36 II 9 

Local funds, 

3§8 2 3 

Local funds, 

764 14 8 

Municipal fund, . 

112 10 7 

Municipal Fund, . 

126 14 2 

Survey Department, 

327 15 6 

Income Tax, 

251 6 9 

Interest on loans, 

499 18 0 

Opium, 

462 0 0 

District road fund, 

815 0 II 

Profit and Loss, . 

1,391 I 2 

Medjcal, 

250 16 2 

Total, 

* 

^^132,051 I«/IO 

T otal, 

.£24,459 19 7 


Balance Sheet of Matmansinh District for 1870-71. 


Revenue. 


Expenditure. 


Land Revenue, (collcc- 
Kxcise, . [tions), 

Fines, Judicial and 
Revenue, 

Police, . 

Registration, 

Inccxne Tax, 

Local Fund, 

Education, schooling 
fees, 8 cc., 

Jail Manufacturers, 
Post Office, 

Stamps, 

Civil Court amins fees, 
Peon’s fees, 

Sale of proprietary 
right in Govern- 
ment estates, 

JCkas*' Mahal Tahsil- 
ddrs. 

Sale proceeds of un- 
claimed property. 
Law suits, . 
Forfeiture of recog- 
nisances, • 

I Miscellaneous, 


£^^,2'^2 12 

17474 14 

L 739 4 
161 12 
1,104 16 
13,293 10 
6,239 2 

2,036 13 

326 4 
1,710 16 
28,574 4 
467 12 
,*.'98 ,6 


Revenue Department, 
Criminal, ,, 

Judicial, ,, 

Regular Police,^ 
Registration, 

Income l ax, 

I.ocal 1^'uiid, 
Education, . 

Jail expenditure, 

Post Office, 
Sub-Divisional Ad - ) 
ministration, ) 
Topographical Survey 
Excise, • 

Medical, 


2,783 4 o 

4 16 o 

177 8 o 

10 8 o 

11 12 o 
20 10 o 


^^7,484 18 
',369 4 

12,444 6 

10,053 12 
S03 2 

699.14 
4,545 'O 

3,587 19 10 
2,268 4 4 
1,807 I 

• 813 2 o 

. 2,161 8 o 
729^ o o 
i,i(X> 12 o 


r^al, ;^i6i,6j^ 3 II 


Total, ;£49,574 "O 3' 


• Exclusfve of Municipal Police (^655, 15s.), and the Village •^V’atcl^^ 
(j^20,228, 8s.), defrayed by the Villagers and by Municipal Rates, see p. 467. 
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The Land Tax. — While the general revenue of the District has 
increased by 109 per cent, or more than doubled itself, between 
1795-96 and 1870-71, the Government land-tax has remained almost 
stationary, the “current demand** having inefreased from ^80,605, 
6s. tO;^84,593, 12s., or by only 4*95 per cent within the same peri^i^J. 
Maimansinh is not a District of very small estates, nor has sub- 
infeudation increased to any great extent, as is the case in the neigh- 
bouring District of Silhet just transferred to the newly created Province 
of Assam. The number of registered proprietors and coparc«iers in 
each estate in Maimansinh is still almost the same as it was at the close, 
of the iast century ; in 1 795-96 the number of registered proprietors to 
each estate was i *03, in 1870-71 it had only increased to i *16. In 1795- 
96 there were altogether 4178 estates on the rent-roll of the District, 
paying revenue direct to Government. Th/'s* 4178 estates were 
held by 4308 registered proprietors^ or copait • uers, paying a total 
land-revenue to Government of ^^80,605, 6s., equal to an average 
payment of £1% 5s. lod. from each estate, or ;3^i8, 14s. 2d. by 
each individual proprietor or coparcener. The amount of land- 
revenue here given — viz., 80,605, 6s. — is probably the total land- 

revenue demand. As will be seen in the table showing the balance- 
sheet of the District for 1795-96 on page 97, the total amount of land- 
revenue actually collected in that year amounted to only ;^7 1,999, 
is. 6d. In 1803-4, the total number of estates on the rent-roll of the 
District amounted to 41^0, held by 4601 individual proprietors or co- 
parceners, subject to a Government land revenue demand of;^8o,8oo, 
12s., equal loan average payment of 1 9, 6s. 7d. from each estate, or 
;^i7, IIS. 3d. from each individual proprietor or copafeener. In 
1S50-51, 5531 estates, owned by 6425 individuals, were held subject 
to the payment of a Government demand oi i6s., equal to, 
an a>^»irage payment of;^i4, 17s. 4d. /rom each estate, or;j^i2, i6s, 
by each individual proprietor or coj)arcencr. In 1870-71, the 
number of estates on the District Register had increased to^6298„ 
and the number of individual proprietors or coparceners to 7354 ; in 
this year the “current^ demand*^ •of land revenue* amounted to 
-^84,5935 I2s., equal to an average payqaent of*;j£‘i3, 8s. 7 d. 
from each estate, or^^ii, 10s. from each individual proj:)rietor or co- 
parcener. Th§ total “ dbllections ” amounted t0;^84,282, i2f 
The Amount of Protection afforded to person jJtvi property has 
steadily increased of late years. In 1753, there were but two magis- 
terial and two Civil and Revenue Courts in thp whole District. In 
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1800 there were three Magisterial and two Civil and Revenue Courts, 

In 1860-61 there were ten Magisterial and thirteen Civil and^ Revenue 
Qourts; and in 1870-71 ten Magisterial and fourteen Civil and ’ 
Revenue Courts. ln> 1793, there were three covenanted European 
(^icers at work in the District throughout the year ; in 1800 and 
1850, four; and in 1860 and 1870-71, five. These five officers are 
the Magistrate and Collector, the Civil and Sessions Judge, the 
Joint MagistraYe and Deputy Collector, and two Assistant Magistrates 
and Collectors. 

Working of the L’and Law. — ^The number of rent cases insti- 
tuted in different years, under the provisions of Act X. of 181^9, is as 
follows: — In 1861-62, 3291 original suits were instituted, besides 757 
miscellaneous applications; in 1862-63, there were 3363 original 
suits and 3062 miscellaneous applications; in 1866-67, 2369 original 
suits and 2522 miscellaneous applications; and in 1868-69, 2253 
original suits and 2170 miscellaKeous applications. 

Police. — In this, as in every other branch of the administration, 
considerable improvement has taken jilace of late years, and there 
is now a well-organised force for the detection and punishment of 
crime. In 1793, the cost of officering the police, from the rank of 
Plead Constable {jamdddr) upwards, was only ;^66, 8s, ; in 1840, 
;^io2, I2S. ; and in i860, ;^i36, los. The present system of 
regular District Police was introduced in 1861, and in tlie following 
year consisted of 20 native officers and i92*footmen, besides the old 
village police or chaukiddrs. For police purposes, the District is 
now divided into fifteen police circles or thd?ids, as follow : — In the 
or haadquarters’ subdivision-r-(i ) Maimansinh, (2) Mddarganj, 
(3) Ghafargdon, (4) Netrakond, (5) Durgdpur, and (6) Phulpur. In 
Jamdlpur subdivision — (7) Jamdlpur, (8) Slierpur, and (9) Dfwdnganj. 

In Atid subdivision^(io) Add, (ii) Pingnd, and (12) Madhupur. 

In Kisorfganj subdivision — (13) Kisorfganj, (14) Nikli, and (15) 
Bdjitpur. The District Police Force consists of three bodies — the 
regular police, a small body of municipal police for the protection of 
the towns and larger, villages, and the village watch or rural police. 

Regular Police. —At the end ^ of the year 1871, the Regular' 
District I Police was composed as follows: — 3 European superior 
officers, consisting of a District Superintendent ^nd 2 Assistant 
Superintend^te, receiving a total salary of ^^1620 per annum; 79 
subordinate officers, maintained at a t6tal cost of ;^3894, or an 
average pay of ;;^49^ 5s. lod. each; and 41 1 native foot constables, ^ 
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maintained at a total cost £^2^2, i6s., equal to an avcraj^e annual 
pay of ^7, 17s. 4d. a year for each man. Total Regular Police 
Force of all ranks, 493. Besides the actual cost of maintaining tlje 
officers and men, a sum of ^180 a year is allowed as travelling 
expenses for the superior Eurojiean officers ;;^2 12 for pay a™ 
travelling allowances of their office establishment ; and 
for contingencies and all other expenses, making up tfee total cost of 
the Regular Police at 10,053, ^^s. The Census of 1872 returns 
the area of Maimansinh District at 6293 sqiicye miles, and th^ popu- 
lation at 2,349,917 souls. According to this basis of calculation, 
there is one regular policeman to every 12*76 square miles of the 
District area,* or one to every 4766 of the ])opulation ; maintained at 
an average cost of^^i, iis. i ijd. per square mil or a fraction over 
a penny per head of the population. 

The Municipal Police is a small l»ody cc is i sting of 6 officers 
and 83 men, stationed in the municipalities of Maimansinh or 
Nasfrdbiid, Jamdlpur, Kisonganj, and Sherpur; and maintained in 
1871 at a total cost of 65 5, i6.s., defrayed by means of rates levied 
on the shopkeepers and house-owners. The population of these four 
towns, according to the Census, is 46,032. According to these 
figures, there is one municipal policeman to every 517 of the town 
j.)Opulation ; the cost of maintenance being 3^2^!. per head of the 
total town population. 

Th« Vit.lage Watch, (>r Rural Poi.ice, is a force whicji in 
1871 consisted of 5619 men, maintained at a total cost of ;^2o,2 28, 
8s., borne by the villagers, the average pay of each man being ;;^3, 
i2s. a year. According to the Census returns of area and population, 
there is one village watchman to every 1*12 setuare miles of District 
area, or one to every 418 of the population. Each village watch-* 
man hSs on an average 54 houses und«r his chafge. 

Including, therefore, the Regular Force, the Municipal Police, 
and the Village Watch, the piachinery for protecting person and • 
property in Maimansinh District consisted in 1871 of total force of 
^6201 men of all ranks, maintained at a total df)st of ^30, 937, i6s. 
Compared with the area and population, this ^ives one police officer 
to evexy 1*01 square miles, or one to every 379 of the population. 
The total cost amounted tO;^4, i8s. 4d. per square rnile of area, or a 
fraction over 3^d. per head^of the population. 

Police Work. — In 1871, the police conducted 1082 ‘‘cognisable** 

► casein which the percentage of final convictions to men brought to 
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trial was 51*8; and 1743 “ non-cognisable cases, in which the per- 
centage of final convictions to men brought to trial was 48*7. Total 
o( '^cognisable” and " n on-cognisable ” cases, 2825; proportion of 
final convictions to men brought to trial, 49*7 per cent. General 
«nme has much decreased of late years, but in 1871 the police do 
not seem to have had much success in dealing with serious offences. 
The number qf acquittals was high; out of 119 cases, in 63 or 53 
per cent, the prisoners were acquitted. Six murder cases occurred in 
1871 dgainst 14 in the T)revious year; 6 men were acquitted at the 
Sessions Court, but I cannot find from the Inspector General’s Report 
whether any were convicted. Ddkditi, or gang robbery, furnished 
9 cases, all of which' resulted in acquittals ; and kidnapping, or abduc- 
tion, 8 cases, all of which also resulted in acquittals. Out of 142 
cases of wrongful restraint, in 75 or 5;^ per cent, convictions were 
obtained. < 

Criminal Classes. — The Inspector General of Jails in his Report 
for 1 868, states that murder or culpable homicide is the most pre- 
valent heinous* crime of Maimansinh, and bears a larger ratio to 
other crimes than in neighbouring Districts. Murders are generally 
committed either from motives of jealousy or from land disputes. 
Ddkditi^ or gang robbery, is not common ; but groundless charges 
are frequently made to the police, which fall through on investigation. 
When a case of gang robbery does occur, the offence is generally 
compiitted by Hindus. Charges of adultery and abduction are 
numerous, but in general the evidence either fails, or the case is not 
prosecuted to conviction. These cases, with scarcely an exception, 
occur among Muhammadans of the lower class. Housebreaking is 
not an uncommon offence, and on the whole, is stated to be more 
‘Often committed by Hindus than by Muhammadans.’ In ^ petty 
cases, such as assault and trespass, the great majority of the offenders 
are Muhammadans. Crime, however, is not very prevalent, and in 
‘ this respect Maimansinh contrasts fayourably with many of the sur- 
rounding Districts. • 

Jail Statistics.— 4 There are four jails in Maimansinh — viz., the 
District Jail at the Civil Station, and* subdivisional lock-ups ‘at Jam^l- 
pur, Kisorfganj, and Atid. The following figures, showing the jail 
population of Maimansinh District for 1857-58, i86v)-6i, and 1870 
are compilec^^from a return specially prepared for me by the In- 
spector-Get^eral of Jails. The figures for the two first-named years 
must be regarded with caution, and taken only as approxiirfktely * 
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correct. Owing to defects in the original returns, which cannv t 
now be Remedied, in some cases prisoners are counted twice over : 
prisoners transferred from the Central Jail to the lock-ups, beijig 
returned in both statements without allowance being made for 
the transfers. Under-trial prisoners subsequently convicted, a^o 
appear twice, having been returned under both heads. No means 
now exist of eliminating these discrepancies. Since 1870, an im- 
proved form of preparing the returns has been introduced, and the 
statistics for that year may be taken as correct. 

In 1857-58, the first year for which materials are available, the 
daily fivcrage number of prisoners in the Maiinansinh jail and 
sub-divisional lock-ujis, was 548 ; the total number of civil, criminal 
and under-trial prisoners, admitted during the year, being 1438. 
The discharges were as follow: — transferred. *"6; released, 1326; 
escaped, 8; died, 86; e^ecuted^ 3 total, 1479. 1860-61, 

the jail returns shew a daily average nuiiii>er of prisoners of 489, the 
total admission of pri.soners of all classes during the year, being 1600. 
The discharges were— transferred, 195 ; released, 1277 ; escaped, 3 ; 
died, 67; executed, 3; total 1545. In 1870, the daily average jail 
population was 653, the total number of prisoners admitted during 
the year being t8oi. The discharges were, — transferred, i6 ; released, 
1414; escaped, 9; died, 23; executed, i; total, 1463. In 1872, the 
total daily average number of prisoners in the Maimansinh jail and 
lock-ups had fallen to *409*1 2, or according to the Census returns 
of the population, one prisoner always in jail to every 5743 of the 
population. The sanitary condition of the jail has very much* 
improved of late years. In 1857-58, the pcr-centage ^f prisoners 
admitted to hospital amounted to 204*38 per cent, and the deaths 
to 86 or p 5*69 per cent, of the average jdiil populaton ; in 1860-61* 
the admissions into hospitals amounted 10^258*28 per cent., and the 
deaths to 67, or 1370 per cent, of the average prison population; in 
1870, the admissions to the jail hospital had fallen to 98*01 percent^ 
and the deaths to 23 or 3*52 percent, of the average i)rison population. 
In 1872, 15 deaths occurred, or 579 c^nt. of the average jail 
population, excluding lock-ups ; the death ra^e in this year being i *55 
per cent, less than the average rate in the prisons throughc^lit Bengal 

The average cost of* maintenance per prisoner in the Maimansinh 
jail and lock-uj)S, including rations, establishment,^hqj5pital charges, 
contigencies, and all other charges e:fccpt the prison police guard, 
is rtturned as follows:-— In 1857-58 it amounted tO;^3, 19s. SJd per 
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h«ad; in 1860-61 to ;^3, 7s. 9 Jd ; and in 1870 t0;^3, 17s. 9jd per 
head. The cost of the jail police guard in 1870 amounted to an 
average of 14s. per head, making a gross charge to Government of 
IIS. 9I per head. * The Inspector General of Jails in his Report 
returns the total cost of the Maimansinh jail and lock-ups, 
t including police guard, at ^£26^6. Excluding the cost of the police 
guard, which is included in the general police budget for the District, 
the cost of the j^il amounted to 2 2 68, 4s. 

Prison) manufactures have now been carried on in Maimansinh 
jail for a period of thirty ‘years, and a fair amount of profitable work 
is exacted from the able-bodied convicts, towards reducing the cost 
^ of their maintenance. In 1857-58, the receipts arising from the sale 
of jail manufactures, together with the value of the stock remaining 
on hand at the end of the year, amounted to ;^649, i6s. 5d., and 
the charges to 3 88, 4s. 5d. ; showing dKi excess of receipts, over- 
charges, or profit, of 26 1, i2S.«, average earnings by each prisoner 

employed in manufacture, j£i, os. 5^d. In 1860-61, the receipts 
amounted to ;^63i, 19s. 7jd and the charges to ;^334, 5s. 5d., 
leaving a profit of 2 9 7, 14s. 2^d; average earnings by each 

prisoner employed in manufactures, ;£i, 4s. iid. In 1870, the 
total credits arising from jail manufactures amounted to^iioy, 18s. 
lod., and the total debits to 781, 14s. 4d., leaving an excess of 
receipts, overcharges, or j)rofit, of;^326, 4s, 6d. , average earnings 
by each ^prisoner engaged in manufacture, 15s. lod. Of the 

182 prisoners engaged in manufacture in 1870, 71 were employed 
Cm weaving gunny; 40 in gardening; 16 in cloth weaving; 12 in 
bamboo, rattan, and reed work ; 28 in brick-making ; 1 1 in oil-press- 
ing; and 4 in paper-making; total, 182. In 1872 labour rules were 
more rigidly enforced, and although fewer prisoners were employed on 
actual remunerative labour than in 1870, the results w^ere more sateS’fac- 
tory. The total cost of the manufacturing department amounted to 
^426, 13s. and the cash remitted to the treasury on account of manufac- 
tures to ^857, 14s., Jeaving an actual profit of 431, is. The 
average number* of prisioners emplijyed in industrial manufactures was 
160; the average 'amount ^earned by each prisoner employed in manu- 
factures being ^5, 6s. 9d., of which ^£2, 13s. 7d. was profit. The 
160 prisoners were employed as under: — gunily weavii\g, 38; garden- 
ing, 45 ; manufacturing clothing, 9 ; bamboo, rattan, and reed work, 
14 ; manufacturfng bricks andciles, 36 ; oil-hiaking, 8 ; string-making, 
6 ; and 4 on carpentiy, iron work, and miscellaneous jobs ; total, ii6o. 
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Besides these, 21 labouring convicts were employed as warders; 4«; 
as menial prison servants ; 2 1 on other jail duties ; 1 3 employed by 
the municipality, and 23 on Public Works. 

Educational Statistics. — The following* table illustrates the 
progress of education in Maimansinh District for the fifteen yea^^ 
from 1856-57 to 1870-71. In 1856-57, there were only 2 Govern- 
ment and Aided Schools in the whole District, attended by a total of 
387 pupils; in 1860-61, the number of Government and Aided 
Schools had increased 1044, with 1830 pujjils ; and in iSy-yi to 
85 with 3474 pupils. The cost of education to Government has 
increast?dfrom;j£|'3io, 2s. 4d. in 1856-57,10^(^340, 13s. 6d. in 1860-61, 
and to ^1509, IIS. id. in 1870-71. The amourfl derived from fee^, 
subscriptions and other private sources was ;;^2oo, 17s. 5d. in 1856- 
ST £^ 99 f 3s. 9d. in 1860-61, and ^2036, 13^ > ’ in 1870-71. The 
total expenditure on Govern^hient aijd ./^ded b> tiools has increased 
from;^5i9, 19s. 9d. in 1856-57 to Xj"i237, 7s. 5d. in 1860-61, and 
tO;£’3587, 19s. lod. in 1870-71. A striking feature in the table is the 
smallness of the number of Muhammadan pupils. , Although the 
Musalmins form 647 per cent, of the total District population, 
in 1870-71, out of a total of 3474 pupils attending the Government 
and Aided Schools, only 525 or 15 per cent, were Muhammadans. 
It must be borne in mind that this table only includes the Government 
and Aided Schools in the Di.strict, which are under tkc control of the 
Educational Departmenf. There are also a large number of^ private 
schools not inspected by the Department, and which, as a rule, do 
not furnish the Inspectors with any returns. It should be remem- ' 
bered that the table exhibits the State of education before Sir George 
CampbelPs reforms in 1872. The re.sults obtained by his improved 
system of -primary education will be shown in another Table on. 
P- 473^ . . • 
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Return of Government and" Aided Schools in Maimansinh District for the years 1856-57, 
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Since 1870, there has been a much more rapid development of 
education than in former years. Under Sir George Campbell in 
1871-72, a new system of primary education was introduced, by 
which most of the existing village schools received a small grant in 
aid from Government. The result was that on the 3TSt March 187^, 
the total number of Government and Aided Schools, was 174, 
attended by 6,372 pupils, exclusive of 71 unai(^d schools at- 
ten(ied by 2,425 pupils, making a total of 245 schools and 8,797 
pupils, of whom all except 5 were males. Jliis increase of education 
was effected at very little additional cost to the State, the amount of 
Government grant being only ^1,688, los., and the total cost of 
educating 8,797 pupils attending 245 schools being returned^ at 
^4,649, I os. The following table exhibits the results at a glance. 

Educational Statistics of Maimansusu District for the 
Year 1^7 2-^ j 
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Postal Statistics. — 'J1ie PostaP Statistics ^how a rapid expansion 
since 1861-62. During the tep years betwg^n 1861-62 and 1870-71, 
the number of letters, newspapers, book.s, and parcels recciVed at the 
Maimansinh Cost Ofhtfe has increased from 76,260 to 153,288, or 
exactly doubled. The postal receipts have neilrly^ trebled since 
1861-62, while the expenditure ha.s* multiplied exactly six times 
witliin the same period. The following table showing the work, 
ing of the Post Office for the years 1861-62, 1865-66, and 
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1870-71, has been furnished to me by the Director General of Post 
Offices. 

^Postal Statistics of Maimansinh District for the Years 
186I-62, 1865-66, and 1870-71. 
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PoLi'JiCAL Divisions. — Maimansinh District is divided into four 
administrative tracts or sub-divisions, as follow. The population figures 
are compiled from statements ia and id Aj>])endix to the Census 
.Rei)ort of 1872 : the administrative figures are derived from the 
special report furAished to me by the Collector. 

Thf Maimansinh or hkad-quarters Sub-division, formed in the 
^year 1786, contained in 1872 an area of 3210 square miles, with a total 
population of 1,035,647 souls, inhabiting 3765 villages or townships, 
and dwelling in 134,625 houses. Of the sub-divisional population, 
644,446 or 62*2 percent, are Muhammadans; proportion of males in the 
Musalman population, 51*4 per cent. The Hindus number 381^,393 
or 36*9 per cent, of the' sub-divisional population; proportion of 
males in the Hindu population, 51*5 per cent. The Christians only 
ilumbepjd 58, the proportion of males being 67 ‘2 per cent. Other deno- 
minations not separately classified, number 9750, or 9 per cent, of 
the sub-divisional pojhilation, proportion of^ males, 49*5 per cent. 
‘General proportion of males in the fotal sub-divisional population, 
51*5 per cent.' Average number of persons per square mile, 323; 
average number .of villages or townships per square mile, I’ly; 

* Service and {)rlvate letters not ^hown separatees as all pay alike now. 

+ Exclusive »of ;f57, 4s. 6d. received for sale of service stamps for official 
correspondence. Service stamps were first introduced in 1866. 
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average number of^ persons per village or township, 275; average 
number of houses per square mile, 42 ; average number of per- 
sons per house, 77. The subdivision comprises the police circles 
{thdnds) of (i.) Maimansinh, (2.) Mddirganj^ (3.) Ghafargdon, (!^.) 
Netrakond, (5.) Durgapiir, and (6.) Phulpur. In 1870-71 it con- 
tained 18 Magisterial, Revenue, and Civil . Courts, presided over 6y 
the following officers: — i Judge; i Magistrate and Collector; i 
Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector; 2 Assistant Magistrates and 
DcpTity Collectors ; 3 Deputy Magistrates and Deputy Collectors ; 
I Subordinate Judge : i Additional Judge and 5 mufistfs. The 
Regular Police, in 1870, consisted of 304 men, and the Village Watch, 
or Rural Police, 2887. The charge of the sub-divisional adminis- 
tration in 1870-71, as rej^resented by the cost of the Courts, 3 ie 
Regular Police, and the Village Watch, is n ‘turned at ^24,158 
(including the Headquarter’ Establishments), . ! which ^ 10,393, 4S- 
is the cost of the Rural Police defreryed oy the villagers. 

Jamalpur SuB-DivisiON was created in 1845. In 1872 it comprised 
an area of 1288 scpiare miles, and contained a total population of 
414,469 souls inhabiting 981 villages or townships, and dwelling in 
50,671 houses. Of the sub- divisional population, 306,780 or 74 per 
cent, are Muhammadans ; proportion of males in the total Musalmdn 
population, 50*9 per cent, 't he Hindus number 105,777 or 25*5 per 
cent. ; proportion of males, 50*2 per cent. Only 2 jChristians are re- 
turned as dwelling in thf: sub-divisiftn. Other denominations number 
J910, or *5 per cent, of the sub-divisional pojmlation ; proportion of 
males, 487 per cent. General i)roportion of males in the total sub-* 
divisional population 507 per c^nt. ; average density o^ population 
per square mile, 322 ; average number of villages or townships 
per square mile, 76; average number gf inhabitants per village 
or tf^nship, 422 ; average number of hou^s per square mile, 
39; average number of inmates per house, 8 2. The sub-division 
comprises the police circles (thdnds) of (i.) Jamdlpur, (2.) Sherpur^ 
and (3.) Dfvvdnganj. In 1870 it contained^ a Deputy Magistrate 
and Deputy Collector’s Court, cind two n^nsif^s Courts. I’he 
Regular, Police numbered 64 mid the Village Watch*895 men. The 
separate cost of sub-divisional administration in 1870-71.* as repre 
sented by the piaintenzmce of the Courts, the Regular Police, and the 
Village Watch, is returned at 5686, los., of which ^3222 is the 
expense of the Rural Polite, which is feomc by the villagers. 

Sub-division was created in 1869. In 1872 it comprised an 
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area of 1041 square miles, and contained a total population of 536,201 
souls inhabiting 1917 villages, and dwelling in 73,338 houses. Of 
the sub-divisional population,' 350,696, or 65-4 per cent, are Muham- 
madans ; proportion of males in total Musalman population 50*1 per 
cent. The Hindus* number 185,016, or 34*5 per cent, of the sub- 
tfivisional population ; proportion of males, 48*3 per cent. Only i 
Christian is returned as residing in the sub-division. The “ other ’’ 
population nurhbers 488, or *i per cent, of the subdivisional popula- 
tion; proportion of males, 39*5 per cent. General proportion of 
males in the total sub-divisional population, 49-5 per cent ; average 
density of population per square mile, 515; average number of vil- 
lages or townships per square mile 1*84; average number of inhabi- 
tants per village or township, 280 ; average number of houses per 
square mile, 70; average number of inmates per house, 7*3. The 
sub-division comprises the Police CixoXit^thdnds) of (1.) Pingnd, (2.) 
Madhupur, and (3.) AtlL In r87o it contained a Deputy Magis- 
trate and Deputy Collectors Court, and two Mufisi/s^ Courts. The 
Regular Police numbered 59, and the Village Watch or Rural Police, 
1224 men. T^he separate cost of sub-divisional administration in 
1870-71, as represented by the maintenance of the Courts, the Regu- 
lar Police Force and the Village Watch, is returned at ^^6464^ in- 
clusive of;^44o6, 8s. which forms the cost of the Rural Police, and 
is contributed by the villagers. 

Kisoriganj Sub division was treated in *1860. In 1872 it com- 
prised an area of 754 square miles, and contained a total population of 
363,600 souls, inhabiting 938 villages and dwelling in 49,374 houses. 
Of the sub^di visional population, 247,713 or 59*9 per cent, are Mu- 
hammadans , proportion of males in total Musalmdn population, 49*4 
per cent. The Hindus number 145,777 or 40*1 per cent, of the sub- 
divisional population; proportion of males 49*4 percent. Christians, 
63 ; proportion of males, 49-2 per cent. “Others,” 47 ; proportion of 
males, 6*4 per cent. General proportion of males in the total sub-divi- 
sional' population 49*4 per cent ; average density of population per 
square mile, 482 ; average number of villages or townships per square 
mile, I '24 ; average number of inhabitants pef village or township, 3S8 ; 
average number of houses per square mile, 65; average number of in- 
mates per house, 7*4. The sub-division comprises the police circles 
(thdnds) of ( T.) Kisoriganj, (2.) Niklf, and (3.) Bdjitpur. In 1870 it con- 
tained a Deputy Magistrate end Deputy Collector’s Court, and two 
MunsifI Cdurts. The Regular Police numbered 62, and the VjUage 
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Watch, or Rural Police, 737 men. The separate cost of sub-division j I 
administration in 1870-71, as represented in the maintenance of the 
Courts, and the Regular and Village Police, is returned at;^4578, 2s. 
inclusive of 4S- which forms the cos^ of the Rural Police, 

and is contributed by the villagers. 

Fiscal Divisions. The following list of pargands or Fiscifl 
Divisions in Maim ansi nh District, showing the area, number of 
estates, amount of land revenue, &c., of each pSgand^ together 
with*the Subordinate Judge’s Court which has jurisdiction ^n it, is 
taken from the Board of Revenue’s pargafid Statistics of area, revenue, 
&c. As explained at the end of the list, the figures, although not ex- 
actly correct, may be accepted as closely approximating to the truth. 
With regard to the Courts, it should be remembered that changes ^n 
jurisdiction from time to time take place. J pvc them as officially 
supplied to me (1870-71). • 

(i.) Alapsinh, area, 292,272 acres, or 456*67 square miles; 
contains 55 estates; pays a land revenue of £790;^, 2s.; and is 
subject to the jurisdiction of the Subordinate Judge of Nasirabdd. 

(2.) Atia, area, 498,988 acres, or 779*67 square miles; 147 
estates ; land revenue, ^^6,090, 12s. ; court at Ati^i town. 

(3.) Balrampur, area, 2621 acres, or 4 09 square miles; 2 estates; 
land revenue, ^24, 6s. ; court at Niklf. 

(4.) Barbaju, area, 189,615 acres, or 296*27 square miles; 952 
estates ; land revenue,^ 5 1 9 ^ i ;t:ourt at Sirdjganj in Pabnd District. 

(5.) Bardakhat, area, 20,831 acres, or 32*55 square ffiiles ; 
39 estates ; land revenue, ;^i390, 12s. ; courts at Bdjitpur and Niklf. < 

(6.) Backhand; area, 6483 acres, or 10*13 square mifcs; i estate; 
land revenue, £77 ^ 6s. ; court at Netrakond. 

(7.) Barikandi ; area, 2398 acres, oj 3*75 square miles; 21 
estatX'# ; land revenue, ^605 ; court at Ndrding^inj in Dacca District. 

(8.) Hazradi ; area, 179,068 acres, or 279*79 square miles ; 1576 
estates ; land revenue, ^4527, 8s. ; court at Netrakond. 

(9.) Husainshahi; area, *144,605 acres, or 225*94 square’^miles ; 
310 estates; land revenue,;:^6532, 6b.; courts a^Nik If S,nd Mdddrganj. 

^(10.) Jdghar ; area,* 539 acres, or *84 jquare miles; i estate; 
land revenue, 1 7, los. ; court at Niklf. 

(ii.) Jafarsiiahi ; area, 148,886 acres, or 232*63 square miles 
10 estates ; land revenue, 101, los. ; court at Pingnd. 

(12.) Joar HusainpP^ ; area, 42^529 acres, or 66*45 square 
milt^; 126 estates; land revenue, 1010, 6s. ; court at *Niklf. 
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(13.) JuANSHAHi; area, 208,456 acres, or 32571 square miles; 
262 estates ; land revenue, ;^2 795, 12s. ; court at Bdjitpur. 

(14.) Kagmari ; area, 220,163 acres, or 344 square miles; 452 
ewtates ; land revenue^ ;^4982, 6s. ; court at Atid. 

(15.) Kasipur; area, 1027 acres, or 1*60 square miles; 66 estates; 
Tand revenue, 242, 6s. ; court at Atid. 

(16.) Khaliajuri ; area, 84,854 acres, or 132*58 square miles; 
4 estates ; lanc^revenlie, ;^29o, 14s. ; court at Mdddrganj. 

(17.). Kurikhai ; area, 47>244 acres, or 73*82 square miles; 16 
estates ; land revenue, 1376, 8s ; courts at Btijitpur and Nikli. 

(18.) Latibpur; area, 12,836 acres, or 20*06 square miles; 2 
estates ; land reverw-ie, ;^i83, i6s. ; court at Bdjitpur. 

* (19.) Maimansinh; area, 289,133 acres, or 451*77 square miles; 
79 estates; land revenue, 13, 7 84, los. ; courts at Mdddrganj, Nikli 
and Bdjitpur. < 

(20.) Mukimabad ; area,*^ 21*^3 acres, or 3*38 square miles; i 
estate; land revenue, 74, i6s. ; court atNetrakond. 

(21.) Nasirujial; area, 229,270 acres, or 358*23 square miles; 
841 estates; land revenue, ;^5i 10 ; court at Mdddrganj. 

(22.) Nawabad; area, 222 acres, or 35 square miles; 34 estates; 
land revenue, ;^45 8 ; court at Ndrdinganj in Dacca District. 

(23.) Nikli; area, 1691 acres, or 2*64 square miles; i estate; 
land revenue, 15 1, i8s. ; court at Bdjitpur. 

(24.) Pukharia; area, 329,760 acres, or 515*25 square miles; 
604 ‘estates; land revenue, 12,410, 2s.; courts at Pingnd and 
■ Atid. 

(25.) Rajdam ; area, 24,788 acres, or 38*73 square miles; 45 
estates; land revenue, 2 8 6, i6s. ; court at Netrakond. 

^ (26.) Ran Bhawal; jj-rea, 277,985 acres, or 434*35 square miles; 

143 estates ; land reyenue, ^^3,22 7 ; court at Nikli. r** 

(27.) Sagardi ; area, 19,668 acres, or 30*73 square miles; 6 
estates ; land revenue, £ 22 ,(>, 4s. ; court at Ghoshgdon. 

(28.*) Sherpur; area, 482,135 acres, or 753*33 square miles; 87 
estates ; land l*evenu^, ;£3,6ii, vos. ; court at Sherpur. 

(29.) Sinhdha; area^, 34,361 aerp, or ^3*69 square miles;' 15 
estates ;• land revenue, £,2^% 4s.; courts at Netrakond and 
Mdddrganj. 

(30.) SusANG*; area, 288,803 acres; or 451*25 square miles; 23 
estates ; land revenue, 2, 183, 14s. ; couVt at Netrakond. 

The above figures show a total area of 4,083,394 acres, or 63^0*30 



CONS£/;:i^A^(^y, of MAIMANSINH district. A 79 

square miles, against 6293 square miles as taken for the purposes of 
the Ceysus, 5921 estates against 6298 as returned by the Collector 
in 1870-71 j and a total land revenue *of ^^85,156, against ^85,319 
realised in 1870-71. I have no means of checking the det^lils 
furnished by the Board of Revenue, but the totals are sufficiently 
close to the figures obtained from other sources. The list of Fiscal 
Divisions furnished by the Collector, is the same as that given above, 
except that it does not include Barikdndi, and gives tLree others, viz.^ 
— l 5 arzl B^zu, Sdtsikkd, and Tulanddr. 

Climate. — The climate is most variable, especially in the rains, 
when ^fter a very hot March and April, there may be several days in 
May when the temperature is not above 80, • caused by frequent 
heavy showers. The rainy season is tolerably healthy, but towards 
its end, and before the cold weather sets in, dif' District is specially 
unhealthy, both to natives #nd Europeijns. D :ghest temperature in 
1869, 92° in April ; lowest 57° in December. Total rainfall in 1869 
97*85 inches. Average annual rainfall, 105 inches. 

Medic AT.. — The principal endemic diseases of Jhe District are 
malarious fevers, chiefly of the intermittent type, although a low 
form of remittent fever is also common. Dysentery is prevalent, and 
also rheumatism, apparently caused by the dampness of the District. 
Bronchiti^ is common, but phthisis and tubercular affections are 
comparatively rare, except in the Jail, where they <ire said to have 
been developed by ovetcrowding. Sporadic cases of cholera ^occur 
throughout the whole year, and the disease occasionally makes its 
appearance in an epidemic form. Outbreaks of small -pox are com^ 
mon. Inoculation is very largely' practised in the Distri«!t, thus tend- 
ing to spread the disease, and resulting in many fatal, cases. The 
Civil Surgeon thinks that vaccination will* make little or no progress 
in tfl* District until its practice is n^ade compulsory, as the people 
generally evince a deep-rooted objection to it. Quinine is now said 
to be superseding native drugs in cases of fever. The few fajrs held 
in the District are rfierely local gatherings, andido not^ appear to have 
any influence upon health. 

Sanitation ; CoNSERVANC\i &r. — The health of the Civil Station 
Nasirdbdd or Maimansinh has much deteriorated of late, owing to a 
large sand-bank or *char covered with low jungle having been thrown 
up by the river in front of the town. The level *0/ .the town lies 
below the river bank. Tire surface \feter, instead of (Jraining ' into 
the ^iver, collects in ditches along the sides of the street, which are 
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filled with every description of impurity, and are Stagnant during the 
dry seasons. In the rains, the water either forms into still p^ols of 
black foetid matter, or slowly oozes into a large swamp a little to the 
soifth of the town. The result is malaria, dysentery, and fevers of 
several types. As a remedy, the Civil Surgeon in 1869 proposed that 
• the Station should be removed, either to Subankhdlf or Jamdlpur, and 
stated that in his opinion the expense to Government which would 
accrue on account of loss of its Courts and other buildings, would be 
more than met by the better health of the Government officials, one 
or other of whom he was continually obliged to send away on sick 
certificate. In default of this, he would recommend being allo^V'ed to 
takp the conservancy 'of the town to a certain extent into his own 
hands. The drinking water of a large portion of the town is drawn 
from the river, or from' a dirty water course near the bazar; while 
those who live at a distance^ froip the ilver get their water from 
pestilent little tanks, befouled with’ every sort of animal and vegetable 
filth. As a rule, the same tanks are used indiscriminately for drink- 
ing purposes, for^ bathing, and for washing clothes. 

Charitable Dispensaries. — The following table exhibits the 
amount of relief afforded by the Charitable Dispensaries of 
Maimansinh in 1871, showing the proportion of the cost contributed 
by Government, and by private subscriptions and other loc^l sources, 
'fhere are five dis»pensaries in the District, three of them containing 
hospit^il accommodation for indoor patients. ”The total number of 
indoor and outdoor patients who received medical relief in 1871 was 
10,744, at a total cost of ^566, 15s. 8d., exclusive of European 
Medicines sitj^plied by Government ft*ee of charge. The cost of the 
Disi)ensaries to Government, including the value of European 
Medicines, amounted to 2 20, 17s. 
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A private dispensary maintained %y the liljoralily of the local ^mindir, Babu Dwarka Xath Rai Chaiidhn' 




INDEX 


TO THE 

STATISTICAL ACCOUNTS OF DACCA, BAKARGANJ, 
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Aboriginal tribes: Dacca, 41 ; Bakarganj, 1S8, i: , 193; Faridpur, 285; 

Maimansinh, 401, 402. 

Alnucibs, cesses and petty taxes, 97, 127. 

Absentee landlords, 106, 214, 333, 458. 

Adisur, king of Bengal, his dynasty, n8 ; his importation of Kanauj Brah- 
mans, 53. * 

Administration: Dacca, 129-141; Bakarganj, 217-246; Faridpur, 341-357; 
Mai mans in h, 462, 479. 

Administrative divisions: Dacca, 138-141; Bakarganj, 238-246; Faridpur, 
353-357 ; Maimansinh, 474-479. 

Administ^ij'.i've history ; Dacca, 126-129. 

Afghdnsf .brtifie€ settlements of, 73 ; reb|;llion of, 67; defeat bf, 120. 

Age, population aocording ’l.o : Dacca, 34; Bakarganj, 182; Faridjjur, 280; 
Maima^i^inh, 395. 

Agraddiii, dt'graded Brahmans, 48, 49, 403, 

Agricultural exhibition at Faridpur, 292, 293. 

Agricultural implements: Dacca, 93; Bakarganj, 206; Faridpi^, 319, 320 
Maimansinh, 444, 

AgriculturaJ population, as compared with non-c^ricultural, 64, 65, 201, 202,^ 

’ 41O' 

Agriculture; Dacca, 82-102 ; Bakarganj, 202^211 ; Vari 3 iifiir, 296-330; Maiman- 
sinh, 419-457. See also Tillage. 

Akrds^ Vai.shnav monasteries, 56, 409, 417. 

Alapsinh, an important in ^laimansinh, 414, 47^7. 

A^uvion and diluvion: Bakarganj, 167, i^S; Faridpur^ 263-2188 ; Maimansinh, 

389. . , » 

Aim.shouse, or Langar Khana, at Da^ca, j. 

Amusements of the people: Dacca, 81, 82 ; horse-racing in Bakaiganj, 216. 
Angarid, village ii^ BaiArgaftj, with export of rice, 201. 

Aratddr^ commission agent for selling jute, 457. • 

Area: Dacca, 17,129; Bakaiganj, 157; Fjridpur, 255; Mjiimansinh, 383. 
Under cultivation: Dacca, 91; Bakarganj, 204; Faridpur, 3^5; Maiman- 
sinh, 442. 
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Arial Khan river, 160-162, 261. 

Armenian population: in Dacca, 46; in Bakarganj, 214. 

Aspect of the country, general p?iysical: Dacca, 18, 19; Bakarganj,‘i58, 159 ; 
Farldpur, 257-260; Maimansinh, 384, 385. 

Asamese, invasions of, lio; expeditions against, 12 1. 

Asylum, lunatic, at Dacca, 148, 149. 

^tia, subdivision, pargand, and village in Maimansinh, 417, 475, 477. 

Azam Shah proclaims his independence in Sonargaon, 119. 

Azan Sultan Mukjmmad, founder of the palace of the Lai Bagh, 66, 12 1. 

Azfm-us-Shan, grandson of Aurangzeb: Nizam of Bengal, 122. 

Bajitpur, formerly factory of muslin, now police station in Maimansinh, 459. 

♦Bakarganj District : Geographical situation, area, head-quarters, boundaries, 
157 ; jurisdiction, 158 ; general aspect, 159 ; river system, 159-167 ; tides in 
rivers, bore, alluvion and diluvion, 167 ; changes in rivers ; lakes, marshes, 
&c., 168; canals, 169; river traffic, fisheries, 170; marsh reclamation, 17 
174; minerals, &c., jungle products, 175; ferm naturre, 177; population, 
estimates of, before 1872 ; census of 1872,^15 agencies and results, 178-199; 
population according to sex and* age, 182-184 ; according to occupation, 
184-188; ethnical division of people, 18S-190; castes, 190-194; religious 
division of people, 194-199 ; towns and principal villages, 200, 201 ; mate- 
rial condition of the people, 202 ; agriculture, 202-21 1 ; rice crop, 202, 203 ; 
area, out-turi^ of crops, iiic., 204 ; condition of peasantry, domestic animals, 
205 ; agricultural implements, wages and prices, 206; weights and measures, 
207 ; day-labourers, 208 ; land tenures, 209 ; also 365-379 ; rates of rent, 
210; manure, irrigation, rotation of crops, 21 1 ; natural calamities, 212; 
compensating influences and famine warnings, 213 ; foreign and absentee 
landlords, roads, cScc., 214; manufactures, commerce, and tradej^i, 1; ; capital 
and interest, 2 16; newspapers, inepme tax, &c., 217 ; revenue aim expendi- 
ture,^ 21 7-220 ; land settlement and history of /ive principal pargands, 221- 
226 ; land lax, 226 ; mode of collection, 227 ; land law, courts, &c., 228 ; 

, police statistics, 229 ; criminal cases, 230 ; criminal classes, 230-232 ; jail 
statistics, 233 ; educational statistics, 234-236 ; postal statistics, 237 ; fiscal 
divisionsj 238-243 ; subdivisional administration, 243-246 ; climate, conser- 
vancy, &c., 246 ; diseases, fairs, &c., 247 ; native practitioners and charitable 

j dispensai-ies, 248 ; geologjv, 249-251 ; special report on land tenures, 365-379. 

Bdkarganj town, former head-quarters of the District, now in ruins, 157, 15S. 

Bdkrdbddl, a variety oV jute, 439* * 

Balance sheets: Dacca, 130; Bdkarganj, 218-220 ; Faridpur, 342, 343 ; Maiman- 

, sinh, 463, 464. 

Baleswar river. See Haringhdtd, 54* 

Ballal Sen, Hindu king ^f Bengal, 54^ 70, 118; palace at Bikrdmpur, 70. 

Banar river, 22. ^ ^ t 

Banks of rivers: Dacca, 2022; Bdkarganj^ 168; Faridpur, 268; Maimansinh, 

1 38S-35«7- . 

Bansis. See Rdjbansis. 

Bardsid river. SeeJiaringhatd. 

Bargdf a land K:nure, 453. - ^ ^ 

Barisdl, municipality, head-quarters of Bakdrganj District, 200. 

Barlsdl guns, natural phenomenon, 175. 
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Barisal river, 160. 

Bama Sapna, degraded Brahmans, 403. 

BeMjias, a gipsy-like tribe of Muhammadans, *194, 

Bediyiis, a wandering gipsy-like tribe, 25, 43, 51, 193, ^88, 407. 

Bepdrts, petty dealers in jute, 435. 

Betanga, village in Faridpur, with trade in rice and pulses, 292. 

Betel-nut or supari tree, cultivation of, 89, 204, 312. 

Bhairab Bazar or Ulakandi, important commercial mart, 416, 441, 461. 
Bhanga,lown in Faridpur, exporting jute and sugar, and importiri|;'rice, salt, &c., 291. 
Bh( 9 CiaI^ a variety of jute, 439. . 

Bhawal or Nagari, village inhabited by Christians of Portuguese descent^ 72. 
Bhuiya, or Buddhist Rajas of Bengal, 1 18 ; ruins of their capital, 72, 73. 
Bikranft'iditya, celebrated Hindu king, who gave his name to Bikrampur, 118. 
Bikrampur pa 7 ‘gand., ancient capital of Hindu kings of Bengal, scat of Sanskri 
learning, 70, 71, 136. 

Blights: Dacca, 102; Bakarganj, 112; Faridpur, 330; Maimansinh, 457. 

Blind, numbers of, 34, 184, 282, 395. 

Boalmari, town in Faridpur, withitrade in rice and cotto, goods, 291. 

Bore, in the Meghna estuary, 167. 

Boundaries : Dacca, 18 ; Bakarganj, 157 ; Faridpur, 255 ; Maimansinh, 383. 
Bozargomedpur pargand^ historical sketch of, 222, 223. 

Brahmans, with their subdivisions : Dacca, 47, 52-55 ; Bakarganj, 190 ; Farid 
pur, 286 ; Maimansinh, 402, 403. 

Brahma Samaj : Dacca, 58, 117; Bakarganj, 197; Faridpur, 289; Maimansinh 
409, 410. 

Brahmaputra river, old bed of, 20, 386. 

Buddhist kings of Bengal, 118. 

Buddhis^,"^’ numbers of, 52, 198. ^ 

Bunas, a hill tribe from Webern Bengal, §1^3, 51, 190, 1 93, 285, 288, 407. 
Burigangd river, 20, 22. 

Calamities, natural: Dacca, 102-104; Bakarganj, 212; Faridpur, 330-332;' 
Maimansinh, 457. ^ 

Canals: Dacca, 23, 108; Bakarganj, 169, 1 70; Faridpur, none, 334; Maiman- 
sinh, none, 459. 

Capital and interest: Dacca, 115, 116; Bakargai^, 216, 217; Faridpur, 340;* 
Maimansinh, 461, 462, ^ * 

Castes, list of, with numbers, occupations, ^c. : Dacca, 4S-51 ; Bakarganj, 190- 
194 ; Faridpur, 286-288 ; Maimansinh, 402-408. 

Cattle : Dacca, 93 ; Bakarganj, 205, 206; Faridpur, 319 ; Maimansinh, 443. 
Cattle disease : Dacca, ^46, 147 ; Bdkarganj, 247. • 

Census of 1872: Dacca, 31-41 ; Bakarganf, 178-188; j^ridpur, 278-284; Mai- 
► mansi[ph, 392-401. • * 

Chandals, a caste of semi-Hinduise^ abonginals, 5^, 193, 259, 260, ,275, 285, 
287, 406. ^ 

Chandradwip par^nd^ historical sketch of, 224. 

Changes in jurisdiction: Dacca, 18; Bakarganj, 158; FiTridpur, 256, 257; 

Maimansinh, 384. _ , 

Changes in river courses : Dacca, 21 ; Bakarganj, 168 ; Faridpur, 264-268 ; 
llfaimansinh, 385, 386. 
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ChangSj villages of aboriginals, 401. 

Charitable institutions : Dacca, 148-153; Bakarganj, I248, 249; Faridpur, 359; 
Maimansinh, 480, 481. « 

Chars ^ alluvial islands, 168, 264, 386. 

C^aukiddrs, See Police Statistics. 

Children under 12, number of, 34, 182, 280, 395. 

f!!)hristian population : Dacca, .60, 61 ; Bakarganj, 198, 199 5 Faridpur, 288, 289 ; 
Maimansinh, 410. 

Christian missianV,«6o, 61 ,.^2^ 198, 199, 289, 410. 

Climate, &c. : Dacca, 141-143 ; Bakarganj, 246 ; Faridpur, 357, 358 ; Mainjin- 
sinh| 479. 

Collector first appointed at Dacca, 124. 

Commerce and trade: Dacca, 23, 24, 113-115 ; Bakarganj, 170, 2I5> 216; 
Faridpur, 269, 339, 340 ; Maimansinh, 388, 461, 

Commercial residency at Dacca abolished, 124. 

Communication, means of. See Roads, &c. 

Compensating influences in cases of flood or drought : Dacca, 104 ; Bdkarganj, 
213 ; Faridpur, 332 ; Maimansinh, 457. ^ 

Condition of the people, material: Dacca, 74-79; Bakarganj, 201,202; Farid- 
pur, 295, 296 ; Maimansinh, 418, 419. 

Conservancy, &c. : Dacca, 143 ; Bakarganj, 246 ; Faridpur, 360 ; Maiman- 
sinh, 479. ^ 

Cotton, cultivation of, in Dacca, 84-86. 

Cotton cloth, value of trade in, 109, iio, 113. 

Courts: Dacca, 124, 132; Bakarganj, 228; Faridpur, 344; Maimansinh, 465. 

Criminal cases : Dacca, 134; Bakarganj, 230; Faridpur, 345; Maimansinh, 
467- 

Criminal classes : Dacca, 134 ; Bakarganj, 230-232 ; Faridpur, 346 ^,Maiman- 
sinh, 468. 

Crops. ^Jee Tillage. 

Cultivators, condition of: Dacca, 92, 93; Bakarganj, 205; Faridpur, 317; 

* Maimansinh, 443. See Tenures of Land, and Occupancy Rights. 

Dacca DistAict i ^ Dhdkd ) : Geographical situation, area, and head-quarters, 17 ; 
boundaries, jurisdiction, and physical aspect, 18; elevated tracts, &c., 19 ; river 
system, 20-22; lakes, maijshes, &c., 22 ; river traffic, 23 ; fisheries, *24 ; marsh 
cultivation, 25 ; lines of drainage, minerals, jungle products, 26 ; 

ferae naturae, 27-^1 ; estimates ‘of population previous to 1872, 31 ; census 
of 1872, its agencies and results, 31-41 ; population according to sex and age, 
34^; according to occupation, 35-38 ; ethnical division of people, 38-46 ; 
castes, 46-51 ; religious division of people, 52-61 ; t^wns and places of his- 
torical interest, 61-J4 ; material condition of the people, 74-81 ; agriculturi^ 
82-102 ; cereal crops, 82, 83; green crops, 84 > cotton, 85 ; jute, 86; hef*ip 
and rhea, 88 ; miscellaneous crops, 89,t9o ; area, out-turn of crops, &c., 91, 
92 ; condition of the cultivators, 92 ; domestic animals, implements and 
mode of agriculture, 93 ; wages and prices, 94 f weights ^jnd measures, 95 ; 
day-labourers and spare land, 96 ; settlement and land tenures, 97-100 ; rates 
of rent, lot ^ manure, irrigati(^n, &c., 102 ; bkghts and floods, 103 ; droughts 
and con^pensating influences, X04 ; famine warnings, 105 ; foreign and 
absentee landlords, 106 ; roads and means of communication, 107 ; ^ines, 
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&c., 108; manufaltures, 109-I13; weaving, 109; embroidery, no; gold* 
and silver work, and shell-work, ill ; pottery and condition of manufactur- 
ing classes, 112; commerce and trade, 113-115; capital and interest, 115, 

1 16; institutions and societies, newspapers, &C., 117 ; incomes and income 
tax, iiS; history of the District, 118-129; revenue^nd expenditure, 129-1331; 
land law, courts, &c., 132; police statistics, 133; criminal classes, 134; jail 
statistics, 134, 135; educational statistics, 135 -137; postal statistics, 138,^ 
administrative subdivisions, 138, 139; fiscal divisions, 139-J41 ; climate, 
ike, ; 141-143 ; diseases, ike., 143, 144; indigenous vegetaV 145, 146; 

* cattle disease, 147 ; fairs and religious gatherings, 148 ; charitable institutions 
and dispensaries, /48-153. ^ * • 

Dacca city : situation, and origin of name, head-quarters of District, 18, 19 ; first 
D«glish settlement, 145 ; Christian missions, 60, 61 ; population and muni* 
cipal income, 61, 62, 70 ; description and history, 65-68 ; manufactures, 
109-112; trade, II4; seat of Mughul Government* 120-122 ; French 
Dutch factories, 124; Sepoy mutiny, 124-126; College, 135, 137 ; lunatic 
asylum and Mitford Hospital, 148, 149. 

DAkaiti, gang- robbery, 134, 230,^46, 468. 

Dakshin Shahbazpur, island of, retransferred ijakarganj, 158; most elevated 
part of District, 159; bore off the*coast, 167; exportation of betel-nuts, 
170 ; flood in 1822, 2 I 2 ; subdivision, 243, 244 ; rates of rent, 210. 

Dalals, jute brokers, 435, 436, 

Datt’s Bazar or Biru, great jute mart in Maimansinh, 417, 441.’^ 

Date-palm, sugar manufactured from, in Faridpur, 309, 334*338. 

Daulat Khan, municipality, on island of Dakshin Shahbazpur, with river traffic 
and exportation of betel-nuts, 170, 201. 

Day-labourers or krishdns : Dacca, 95, 96 ; Bakarganj, 208 ; Faridpur, 324 ; 
Maimansinh, 448. 

Deaf ancl dumb, number of, 34, 184, 282^ 395. 

Decennial settlement, 98, 221. 

Density of population, 33, 182, 183, 279-281, 393, 394. 

Deord, a variety of jute, 439. 

Desl, a variety of jute, 439. 

Desuudl, a variety of jute, 438. 

Dhakeswari, a goddess, eponym of Dacca : her shrine, 1 8. 

Dhaleswari river, 18, 20. 

Dfiamijii, manufacturing village in Dacca, near former fortified settlements of 
Afghans, 73, • * * ” 

Dhanikola, large village in Maimansinh, 413. 

Dhol Samudra, large marsh or lake in Faridpur, 268, 361.. 

Diluvion, See Alluvion and Diluvion, 

Diseases prevalent in Dacca, 95, 96 ; in l^karganj, 20^ j in Fih-idpnr, 358, 359 ; 

> \ in Maimansinh, 479. , 

Dispensaries; Dacca, 149- 153; Bak^irganj, 248, 249; Faridpur, 359 j Maiman- 
sinh, 480, 481. 

Domestic animals^; D 4 tca,^ 93 ; Bakarganj, 169, 170; Faridpur, 319; Maiman- 
sinh, 443. • 

Drainage, lines of: Dacca, 24 ; Bakarganj, ^72-174; Faridpur,® 276 ; Maiman- 
sinh, 390. ^ 

Dres^of the people : Dacca, 74, 75 ; Faridpur, 295 ; Maimansinh, 418. 
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« ^brought in Dacca, 104; in Bakarganj, unknown, 2f2f; in Faridpur, 331; in 
Maimansinh, almost unknown, 437. 

Drowning, deaths by : Dacca, 123; Bakarganj, 170 ; Faridpur, 269 ; Mlimansinh, 
388. 

X^rugs, indigenous vegctafble : Dacca, 144*146; Bakarganj, 248; Faridpur, 359, 
360 ; Maimansinh,- 479. 

pDudti Miyan, head of the sect of Faraizis, 195, 290, 291. 

Dumb. See Deaf and Dumb! 

Durduria, site c^,rgmaius of a strong fort in Dacca, 73, 74. 

Durgapur, large village iii’Maimansinh, residence of Maharaja of Susang, 41^.. 

Dutch factories at Dacca tUken possession of by the English, 67, 124. 

# * 

, Earthquakes, of occasional occurrence in Dacca, 141, 142. ^ 

East India Company, trade of, in Dacca, 68, 113 ; history of administration of 

^ Dacca under, 123-126, 129. 

ESucational statistics : Dacca, 135-137; Bakarganj, 234-236; Faridpur, 348-352; 
Maimansinh, 471-473. 

Elephants captured in northern part of Maimansinh, 391, 392 ; disease among, 147. 

Elevated lands. See Hills, &c. ^ 

Embankments in Dacca, none exist and none are required, 25, 104 ; in Bakarganj, 
their construction impracticable, 212 ; in Faridpur, none exist but they are 
much required, 331 ; hi Maimansinh, none exist and none arc required, 457. 

Embroidery, art practised at Dacca, chiefly by Musalman women, no, in. 

Emigration and immigration: Dacca, 41-46; Bakarganj, 188-190; Faridpur, 
285, 286 ; Maimansinh, 401, 402. 

Enhancement of rent, 93, loi, 209, 318, 325, 456. 

English, settlement of, in Dacca, 45, 46 ; factories confiscated under Aurangzeh, 
122. See also East India Company. 

Estates held immediately by Government, 368, 369, 449. 

Estates paying revenue direct to Goverfiment, 88, 305-367, 448, 449. 

Estates rdnt free, 99, 368, 377-379» 453- 
See also Tenures of Land. 

Ethnical division of people: Dacca, 38-46; Bakarganj, 1 88- 190; Faridpur, 
284-286 p Maimansinh, 398-401. * 

Europeans in Dacca, 44-46. 

Exhibition, agricultural, at P'aridpur, 292, 293. 

‘Expenditure. See Revenue a^id Expenditure. 

Exports. See Commefcti and Trade^. 

Factories at Dacca of English, Dutch, &c., 45, 46, 67, 68, 113, 122, 124; 
indigo factories in Dacca, 106 ; in Fai*idpur, 338,^ 341 ; deserted muslin 
factories in Maimansinh, 459. 

Fairs or religious^ gathJiPings : Dacca,* 114, 148; Bakarganj, 201, 215, 24/^ 
Faridpur, 292, 293, 340^ Maimansinh, ^6l, 479. 

Fallow lands, 1 02, 21 1, 330, 457. 

Famine of 17S8 in Dacca, 103 ; of 1822 in Bakarganj^ 21a. 

Famine warnings : pacca, 105-106; Bakarganj, 213; Faridpur, 332; Maiman- 
sinh, 457, 45?. 

Faraizis, or reformed Muhammaefan sect : Dacca, 59 ; Bakarganj, 195, 196 ; 
Faridpur/ original home of the sect, 290 ; Maimansinh, 409. 
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Faridpur District: geographical situation, area, head-quarters, and boundaries, 
255 ; jurisdiction and formation of District, 256 ; general aspect of country, 
257-160 ; rivet system, 260-263 ; alluviyn and diluvion, 263 ; changes in 
river channels, 264-268 ; lakes, marshes, &c., 268 ; river traffic, &c., 269 ; 
fisheries, fish, Sec., 270-275 ; marsh reclamation,* 275 ; long-stemmed rirje, 
lines of drainage, mineral products, &c., 276 ; ferae natura:, 277 ; esti- 
mates of population prior to 1872, 278 ; census of 1872, its agencies an<^ 
results, 279-285 ; poj)ulation according to sex and age, 28^ according to 
occupation, 282-284; ethnical division of people, 282-2i^^rfastes, 286-288; 
religious division of people, 288-291 ; town population, municipalities, &c., 
291-295 ; material condition of the people, 295 f agriculture, 296-^30; rice, 
296-305 ; pulse crops, 306 ; oil seeds, fibres,* sugar-cane, 308 ; aate-palm, 
iij^ligo, 309; safflower, tobacco, 310; ^i^dnjd and pdn, 31 1 ; fruit tree^ 
3 12-3 1 5 ; area under cultivation, out-turn of crops, &c., 315*317 ; condition of 
the peasantry, 317; domestic animals, 318; agricirltural implements, ; 
wages and prices, 320-322 ; weights and measures, 322-324 ; day-labouFers 
and spare land, 324; land tenures, 325 ; rates rf - .'nt, 325-329; manure, 
irrigation, 329, 330; natural calamities, 330; " jds and droughtr'331 ; 
famine warnings, 332 ; forci5n and absentee ’ . idloiUs, 333 ; roads, &c., 334 ; 
manufactures, 334-339; sugar, 334»338; condition of the manufacturing 
classes, 339 ; trade and commerce, capital and interest, 340 ; institutions, 
incomes, and income tax, 341 ; administration, 341-357 ; revenue and expen- 
diture, 341-343 ; land revenue and subdivision of estatesy 343, 344 ; courts 
and land law, 344 ; police statistics, 345 ; criminal classes, 346 ; jail statistics, 
347, 348 ; educational statistics, 348-352 ; postal statistics, 353 ; fiscal divi- 
sions, 353-356 ; subdivisional administration, 357 ; climate, diseases, &c., 
358 ; medical charities, native practitioners, 359 ; indigenous drugs, 360 ; 
conservancy, sanitation, &c., 360-362. 

Farid[^r town, agricultural exhibition at, 292, 293 ; municipairevenuc, population, 
&c,, 294. o 

Females, numbers of, 34, 182, 2S0, 394 ; occupation of, 37, 38, 187; 188, 284, 

398. 

Fer:e natura? : Dacca, 27-41 ; r)akarganj, 177 ; Fandpur, 277 ; Maimansinh, 39f. 

Ferries in Maimansinh, 387, 388. 

Fibres, cultivation of ; Dacca, 84-88; Bakarganj, 204; Farid pur, 308; Maiman- 
sinh, 42 1 -441. 

Firiyghis. See Tortuguesc. 

P'iringln Bazar, village with Portuguese setjlemenliin I>asca, 45, 72. 

Fiscal divisions or pai'gands, alphabetical list of: Dacca, 1 39-141 ; Bakarganj, 
238-243 ; Faridpur, 353-356 ; Maimansinh, 477-479 ; of historical interest in 
Bdkarganj, 222-226. • 

Fish, fisheries, fishing communities, and modes of fKhing : J^acca, 24, 25, 30 ; 

\ Bakarganj, 170, 171, 177 ; Faridpur, 270-275 ; M*^mans:nh, 389, 392. 

Floods :• Dacca, 103, 104 ;*Bakarganj, 2ir ; Faridgur, 331 ; Maimansinh, 457 

Food of the people : Dacca, 78-81 ; Bakarganj, 202 ; Faridpur/ 295, 2; 
Maimansinh, 4i99 « 

Fords on rivers :*Dacca, 22 ; Bakarganj, none, 16S ; Faricljjur, 268. 

Foreign landlords, 106, 214, 333, 458. ^ , 

Forests, and forest products :*Dacca, 19, 26,^7 ; Bakarganj, 1 75, 176 ; Faridpur, 
277 ; Maimansinh, 390, 391. 
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♦ Forts in Dacca, in the city no vestiges remain, 66; ^uins of, at Idrakpur, 

Dhdmrai, Durduria, 72-74, 121 ; in Maimansinh, 417. 

French factories in Dacca taken possession of by the English, 67, 124. *' 

Fruits consumed in Dacca, 80, 90 ; consumed and grown in Faridpur, 312-315. 
Fy.miture of the people : Dacca, 77, 78 ; Faridpur, 295 ; Maimansinh, 419. 

^AME, small, found in Dacca, 27-3^ in Bakarganj, 177; Faridpur, 277, 278; 

Maimansinh, 391, 392. ^ 

Ganges or PaJf ,«i.yver, 18, 21, 158, 160, 261, 264-268. 

Gdnjd, cultivated in Faridpur, 31 1. 

Garos, ai^ aboriginal hill trfoe, north of Maimansinh, 384, ^91, 401, 402. 

Geology of Bakarganj District, 249-25 1. 

VJhagar river, 161. 

Ghazikhali river, 20. 

CJoalanda, town in Faridpur, at junction of Badma and Jamuna rivers ; present 
terminus of Eastern Bengal Railway, and starting-point of Assam steamers, 
261, 292, 334. 

Gold'^and silver work in Dacca, iii. ^ 

Gopalganj, town in Faridpur, fan^ous for trade in jute, &c., and manufacture of 
mats, 291, 

Greeks, settlement of, at Dacca, 46 ; in Bakarganj, 214. 

Green crops : Dacca, 83, 84 ; Bakarganj, 204 ; Faridpur, 306-308 ; Maimansinh, 

420. ^ 

nXjANGS, an aboriginal hill tribe, numerous in Maimansinh, 401, 402. 

Haji Sharitulla, founder of the Fasaizi sect of Muhammadans, 195, 290. 

Ilaoda bil, a considerable lake in the Madhupur jungle, 388. 

Haringhata, or Madhumati, or Balcswar, or Barasia river, 160, 164, 262. 

Ilasara, considerable town in Dacca, 61, 63. 
lldwald. See Tenures of Land. 

Hemp* or *son-f)d(, cultivation of, 87, 88, 308. 

Hills and elevated tracts : in Dacca, 19, 20; in Maimansinh, 3S5 ; in Bakarganj 
and Faridpur, none, 158, 260. 

Hill tribes anh aboriginals; Dacca, 41-44; Bakarganj, 190; Faridpur, 285; 
Maimansinh, 401, 402. 

Hindu population : Dacca, 34; Bakarganj, 182 ; Faridpur, 280 ; Moiman'sinli, 

394 - ^ *, • 

Holdings, size of ; Dacc?i, 92 ; feakargr-nj, 205 ; P'aridpur, 317 ; Maimansinh, 443. 
Horse-racing in Bakarganj, 216. 

Houses, number of: Dacca, 31, 33; Bakargaiij, 178, 183; Faridpur, 278, 281; 

Maimansinh, 393. • 

Houses of the petiple : iJacca, in city,|65, 66 ; in country, 75, 76; Bakarganj,^ 
202 ; Faridpurf 295 ; iVIaimansinh, 419. 

* Husbandmen. See Cultivators, Tillage, &c. « 

Idalpur pargaptd^ historical sketch of, 224, 225. 

Idiots, numbers of uDacca, 34; Bakarganj, 184; Faridpur, 280; Maimansinh, 

395 - 

Idrakpur, site of ruins of a circular tort, 72. 

Immigration. *See Emigration and Immigration. 
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Implements of agriculturf. See Agriculture. 

Imports. See Commerce and Trade. 

Imported Capital : Dacca, 116; Bakarganj, 2l| ; Faridpur, 340, 341. 

Incomes and income tax : Dacca, 118; Bakarganj, 217; Faridpur, 341; Maiman- 
sinh, 462. ^ 

Indigenous drugs. See Drugs. 

Indigo, cultivation and manufacture, 89, 116, 217, 309, 310, 338, 341, 421, 460. 
Insane population : Dacca, 34 ; Bakarganj, 184 ; Faridpur, 280; Maimansinh, 395. 
Institutions and societies : Dacca, 117 ; Faridpur, 341. 

Int^est. See Capital and Interest. 

Inundations. See Floods. ' « 

Iron ore, contained in soil in Dacca, 19, 26, loS ; irf Maimansinh, 390. 

IrrigatWn ; Dacca, 23, 102; Bakarganj, not practised, 21 1 ; Faridpur, 330 j 
Maimansinh, 389, 457. 

Jabar Amla, village in Bakarganj, with export of rice and molasses, 201. 
ydgirs^ in Dacca, granted to tiger-killers, 27 ; for def " 'e against Maghs and 
Assamese, absorbed almost entire province, 120, 1 , resumed, 122. 

Jahangirnagar or Jahangirabad, ffame of Dacxr v.ity ciianged to, 67. Chakld, 
under settlement of Jafar Khan, inchu^-'d Bakarganj and tlie Simdarbans, 221. 
jail statistics: Dacca, 134, 135; Bakarganj, 232-234; Faridpur, 346-348; 
Maimansinh, 468-471. 

Jalalabad and Fathiabad, provinces under early Muhammadaiv i*ule, comprising 
the present Districts of Dacca, Faridpur, and Bakarganj, 119. 

Jamalpur, municipalit’", most populous town in Maimansinh, 41 1, 412; subdivi- 
sion, 475. 

Jamuna river, 20, 385, 386. 
y(tngipuriy variety of jute, 439. 

Jhalakifi or Maharajganj, municipality, great limber market^ export of rice and 
paddy, import of salt, 170, 200 ; faif, 216. 

Jhinai river, 387. 

yhulan'jdlrd, annual fair at Kisoriganj, 413, 461. 

John de Silveyra, an early Portuguese buccaneer, 44. ' 

Jungle products: Dacca, 18; Bdkargjftij, 158 ; P'aridpur, 257 ; Ma^ansinh, 390. 
Jurisdiction of Districts, and changes therein: Dacca, 18; Bakarganj, 158; 
Faridpur, 257 ; Maimansinh, 283. 

Jute,* cultivation and trade: Dacca, 86, 87; Bakarganj, 204; Faridpur, 308*, 
338, 339 ; Maimansinh, commercial staple of DL^rict, Commissioner’s re- 
port, 42 1 -441 ; varieties of plant, 422 ; mode of cultivation, 423, 424 ; 
steeping, 425 ; out-turn and prices, 426 ; exhaustion of soil by crop, 427 ; 
alleged deterioratiyn in qualit;^, 428-431; great extension of trade, 4«SI‘433 j 
cultivation by means of advances, 4^ ; buying aftd selliiig of fibre at rural 
marts, 435, 436 ; at Calcutta, 437 ; nrmes for prodfictions of different 
places, 438, 439 ; variations in prici of late ^ears, 440 ; prospects of the 
trade, 441. 

Kabirajs. See Native Practitioners, ^ 

Kamarkhali, in Faridpur, emporium of rice, mustard, &c., 291.^ ^ - 
Kanaipur, manufacture and trade in sugar, 292. 

Kanf sa river, 487. 
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Karimganj, large bazar and jute mart in Maimansinh, 4|5, 441. 

Xarirngatiji, a variety of jute, 439. 

Xasiddsy cloths with embroidered dowers, uo. 

Katiadi, jute mart in Maimansinh^ formerly seat of commerce, 415, 441, 
Khairabad river, 161-16^. 

Khdlgastis^ agents of Calcutta jute merchants, 437. 

Khatakhali watercourse, 138. 

Kirtanasd river, 20, 21. 

Kisonganj,Sis;nicipality, and site of fair, in Maimansinh, 412, 413; subdivi- 
sion, 476. ' 

Kochs, an aboriginal jungi!.e tribe, their traditions, 42 
Koshtd^ Wal name for jute, 421. 

Kotwalipdra par^and^ historical sketch of, 225, 226. 

Krishdns. »See Day-Labourers. 

^Culinism among the Brahmans of Dacca, 53*55. 

Humar river, 161, 262, 263. 

L^’Ru'^URers. See Day-Labourers. 

Lakes, marshes, &c. ; Dacca, 22, 23; Bakarg:f.jj, 168, 169 ; Laridpur, 268, 269 ; 

. Maimansinh, 38S. 

Lakhmia river, 21, 22. 

Lakshman Sen, Hindu king of Bengal, re-arranged Kulin Brahmans, 54. 

Land : « 

Measures. See Weights and Measures. 

Ke venue : Dacca, under Mughuls, 126, under English, 130- 132; Bakarganj, 
226 ; Faridpur, 343 ; Maimansinh, 465 ; mode of collecting, 226, 227. 
Settlement, 98, 129, 220-226, 365-367. 

Tenures. See Tenures of l.and. 

Law of 1859, W9rkingof: Dacca, 132, 133; Bakarganj, 227, 228; Ifxridpur, 
344 ; Maimansinh, 466. < 

Landed er, tales, their number, size, &c., 130, 131, 226, 367, 343, 465. 

Land -holders. See Tenures of Land. 

♦Lepers, number of: Dacca, 34; Bakarganj, 184; Faridpur, 282; Maimansinh, 395. 
Living, expei^scs of ; in Dacca, 79 ; Bakarganj, 202 ; I''aridpur, 296 ; Maiman- 
sinh, 418, 419. 

Long-stemmed rice, cultivation of: Dacca, 25 ; Bakarganj, 171 ; Faridpur, 276 ; 

‘ Maimansinh, 390. t 

Loss of life : by drowtiiffg, 2g, 170, 269, 388 ; by wild beasts and snalA:-bite.s, 
I77» 277, 392. * 

Lunatic asylum in Dacca city, 148, 149. 

' ^ 

Madanganj, in ^acca, ai suburb of Narainganj, on opposite side of river, 23, 69., 

Madaripur, trading tow»in Bakarganj*'20i ; subdivision, 210, 244. ^ 

Madhumati river, ^ee Ilaringhata. ‘ 

Madhupur jungle, 19, 26, 384. 

M*aghs, depredations in Dacca during the Mughul rple, ^>7, 74, 120, 121, 188 ; 

settlement in Bakarganj, 188-190. * 

Maharajganj. . See ^alakati. 

Maimansinh i!)istrict; Geographical situation, area, head-quarters, bound- 
aries, 383 ; general aspect, 384 ; mountains, &c., 385 ; rivers, 385^387 ; 
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ferries, 387 ; lakes, i^arshes, &c., river traffic, 388 ; fisheries and marsh cul- 
tivation, 389 ; minerals and jungle products, 390 ; ferae naturae, 391 ; esti- 
mates %f population previous to 1872, 392 ; census of 1872, its agencies and 
results, 392-401 ; population according to sex and age, 394, 395 ; according 
Lo occupation, 395-398 ; ethnical division of the pec^de, 398-401 ; aboriginal 
tribes, 401 ; castes, 402-408 ; religious division of the people, 408-410 ? 
towns, villages, &c., 410-418; material condition of the people, 418; agri- 
culture, 419-457 ; jute, cultivation and trade," 421-441 ; area, out-turn of 
crops, &c., 441-443 ; size of holdings, and domestic animals,; ^3 ; agricul- 
tural implements, and wages and prices, 444 ; weights and measures, 445- 
!t48 ; day-labourers, 448 ; tenures of land, 448-4^3 ; village officials, 453 ; 
rates of rent, 453*456; manure, irrigation, 456; natural calamities, 

1-5 J; foreign and absentee landlords, roads, &c., 458; manufactures, 459, 
;6o ; commerce and trade, 461 ; incomes and income tax, 462 ; administra-* 
lion, 462-479 ; revenue and expenditure, 462-464 ; iand lax, 465 ; courts^ 
^nd land law, 465, 466 ; police statistics, 466-468 ; criminal classes, 46^ ;* 
^il statistics, 468-471; educational statistics, 471.^^; jiostal statistics, 
473» 474 ; Rubdivisional administration, 474-477 ; fi- a divisions, 47>^^.f9 ; 
climate, medical aspect, coiftervancy, &c., yj; cnaritable dispensaries, 
4S0, 481. ^ 

Maimansinh town, or Nasirabad, municipality! scnools, dispensary, &c., 411, 
481 ; subdivision, 474, 475. • 

Males, proportion of, in population, 34, 182, 280, 394. • 

Manasa, goddess of snakes, special object of worship in Bakarganj, 196. 
Manikganj, municipality in Dacca, with large bazar, 6l, 62, 69, 70; fair, H4 ; 

dispensary, 153 ; subdivision, 139. 

Manipuris, frontier tribe, settled in Dacca, 41, 42. 

Manufactures; Dacca, 109-113; Bakarganj, 215; I'an'dpur, 334-339 ; Maiman- 
sinli, 459, 460. 

Manufacturing classes, condition of: Datca, 112, 113; Bakarganj, 215; Farid- 
jiur, 339 ; Maimansinh, 460. , 

Manures used in Dacca, 102 ; Bakarganj, 211 ; Farfdpur, 329; Maimansinh, 456. 
Markets. See Fairs, Commerce, &c. 

IMarriage, among the Kulin Brahmans^55 ; among the Vaishnavs, 

Marriage crimes, among the Muhammadans, 232. 

Marshes. ^See Lakes, &c. 

Marsel reclamation : Dacca, 25; Bakarganj, I7i-if4; Faridpur, 275; Maiman* 
sitfh, 389, 390. » ♦ , 

Material condition of the people: Dacca, ^4-82; Bakarganj, 201, 207; Farid- 
pur, 295, 296 ; Maimansinh, 418, 419. 

Means of communication. See Roads, &:c. 

^teasures. See Weights and Measures. 

[edical aspects of Dacca, 141-147 ; Ba^carganj, 246^8; lan'dpnr, 357-362; 
Maimansinh, 479. • 

Meghna river and estuary, 20, 159, ^6o, 162, 3S7 ; liore on the, 167. » 

Mendikhali river, 21. , * • 

Meteorological refurns ; Dacca, 142 ; Bakarganj, 246 ; Faridpur, 358 ; Maiman- 
sinh, 479. 

Mines, minerals, &c. ; Dacca, ^6, 108; Bakarganj, 175; none 'in Faridpur, 276; 
^aimansinh, 390. 
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t Mir Jumlah, Viceroy of Bengal, made Dacca seat of goT'crnment, 120, 121. 

Mirganji, a variety of jute, 439. 

Missionaries. See Christian Missions. Of the Vaishnavs, 56. 

Mitford Hospital at Dacca, 149, 1 51. 

J^ortgages. See Tenurt 'j of Land, and Capital and Interest. 

Mountains. See Hills, &c. 

^ Mughul Government, history of Dacca under, 1 20-123 J revenue and expendi- 
ture under, 126-129, 221. 

Muhammadai^; numbers of : Dacca, 34 ; Bakarganj, 182, 194 ; Faridpur, 280 ; 
Maimansinh, 394 ; account of, and sects among, 58-60, 195, 196, 289-291, 
4 c8j 409 ; conquest aftd government of Eastern Bengal by, 118-123. 

Muhammad Tughlak, first Musalman conqueror of Eastern Bengal, 1 19. 

^^uharram festival in Dacca, description of, 59. 

Municipalities : in Dacca, 70 ; Bakarganj, 200 ; Faridpur, 294 ; Maimansinh, 
411 - 413 - 

Municipal police. See Police Statistics. 

Munshiganj, in Dacca, site of great annual commercial fair, 114, 14S ; subdivi- 
^ oion, 139. 

Muradkhana, name for the Suiidarbans^in the Settlement of Prinec Shuja, 221. 

Murshid Kuli Khan, Diwan, and .subse.piently Nazim of Bengal, 222. 

Muslins, manufacture of: in Dacca, almost extinct, 109, no, 113 ; in Maimansinl 
" 459 - 

Mutiny of 1857 at Dacca, 124-126. 

NabXnna ceremony, performed writh unu.sual pomp in Bakarganj, 196. 

Nagari. See Bhawal. 

Nalchiti, town in Bakarganj, importing salt, sugar, &c., and exporting rice an 
betel-nuts, municipality, 170, 200. 

Nalitabari, in Maimansinh, large mart for jute and country produce, 418, 4i,;i, 461 

Nangalband, site of fair in Dacca, 148. 

Naraixigai.j, in Dacca, large mart for jute and country produce ; depot of rive 
traffic, &c., municipality, 23, 68, 69, 70, 114. 

Ndfdinganj^\ a variety of jute, 439. 

Narisha, a populous town in Dacca, 6l, 62: 

Nasir^bad. See Maimansinh town. 

Native Christians: Dacca, 60, 61; Bakarganj, 198; Faridpur, 289; Maiman 

' sinh, 410. 

Native physicians or HHrajs^ and their drugs: Dacca, 144-146; Baka\-ganj 
248 ; Faridpur, 359, 360 ; Maimansinh, 479. 

Natural calamities : Dacca, 102-105 ; Bakarganj, 212, 213 ; Faridpur, 330-332 
Ma'mansinh, 457. * 

Nawabs of Dacca, j^ensioned by Lord Clive, family now extinct, 123. 

Nawdrd or ndodrd^^sX.'oXL&yc support of Muhammadan fleet, 68, 127, 

^Newspapers : Dacca, 127 ; Bakarganj, 217 ; Faridpur, none, 341, 

OCCUPANCY rights of cultivators: Dacca, 91-93; Bakarganj, 215; Faridpur, 
317-318; Maimansinh, 443. See also Tenures of Land. 

Occupations of ^the people: Dacca, 35-38; Bakarganj, 184-1 88; Faridpur, 
282-284 ; Maimansinh, 395-398:* 

Oil seeds, cultivation of: Dacca, 74, 83; Bakarganj, 204; Faridpur, 708; 
Maimansinh, 420. 
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Out-tum of crops, &c. : pacca, 91, 92; Bakarganj, 204; raridpur, 315, 316;* 
Maimansinli, 441-443. 

Padma river. See Ganges. 

Pal dynasty, or Buddhist kings of Bengal, resided in Dac^a, 118. 

Fan or betel leaf, cultivation of, 89, 204, 31 1, 421. 

Pargands. See Fiscal Divisions, 325-329. 

Pargand rates of rent, 454-456. 

Patuakhali river, 161, 165. 

Pati^khali, subdivision of Bakarganj, 245-246. 

Pearls, sought for by the Bediyas, 25, 44 ; found in theJvumar river, 276, 277. 

Peasantry. See Cultivators, Tillage, &c. * 

Physical aspect of the country : Dacca, l8, 19; Bakarganj, 158, 159; Faridpur, 
257-260; Maimansinh, 384. 

Pilgrimage, places of, 69, 293. 

Pirozpura, subdivision of Bakarganj, 245. 

Places of historical interest in Dacca, 70-74. 

Police circles or thdnds, list of: Dacca, 33 ; Bakarg.inj, I'y 183 ; Faridpur, 
Maimansinh, 466. 

Police statistics: Dacca, 133, 134; Bakirganj, 228-230; Faridpur, 344-346; 
Maimansinh, 466-468. 

I'olygamy, practised by Kulin Brahmans, 55. 

Population : Dacca, estimates of, previous to 1872, 31 ; table#of, according to 
census of 1872, 33 ; according to sex and age, 34 ; according to occupation, 
3S‘38; ethnical division of, 38-41 ; religious division of, 52-61 ; town pojiu- 
lation, 61-65, 7^5 material condition of the people, 74-82. Bakarganj, 
estimates of, previous to 1872, 178; census of 1872, details of, 179-182; 
table, 1S3 ; according to sex and age, 182 ; accordingto occupation, 184-188 ; 
etHRical division of, 188 ; religious division of, 194-199^ town population, 
199, 200 ; material condition of pe«?ple, 201, 202. Faridpur, estimates of, 
previous to 1872, 278 ; census of 1872, 279-285 ; details and tabl» of,* 280, 
281; according to sex and age, 280; according to occupation, 2S2-284 ; 
ethnical division of, 284-2S6; religious division of, 288-291; tt^n popular 
tion, 291, 294; material conditidli of the people, 295, 296. ^Maimansinh, 
estimates of, previous to 1872, 392 ; census of 1872, with table, 393 ; accord- 
ing to. sex and age, 394 ; according to occupation, 395-398 ; ethnical division 
9f^ 398-401 ; religious division of, 408-410^ town population, 410-414^ 
material condition of the people, 418. 

Portuguese, settlements of, in Dacca, 44,' 45, 72 ; invasions of, 74, 120 ; in 
Bakarganj, 214. 

Postal statistics : Dacc|i, 138 ; Bakarganj, 237 ; Fandpilr, 352, 353 ; h^aiman- 

fc sinh, 473, 474. 

rottery, manufacture of, in Dacca, 112 ; in r>4karganj^i5. 

Prices, ^ee Wages and P^ces. 

Printing-presses in Dacca, 118. 

Pulses, cultivation of • Dacca, 83 ; Bakarganj, 204 ; Faridpur,* 306 ; MaimJn- 
sinh, 420. 

Railway, Eastern Bengal, in*Fandpur, 334.» 

Rajli^llabh, Rdja, Peshkar of the Nawdrd, and Deputy governor of Dacca, 123, 222. 
Rdjbansls or Bansis, a hill tribe, 42, 43. 
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Religious division of the people : Dacca, 52-61 ; Bakqrganj, 209-21 1 ; Farfdpur, 
325-329 ; Maimansinli, 408-410. 

Religious gatherings. Se^ Fairs. &c. 

Rent of land: Dacca, 100- 102 ; Bakarganj, 209-21 1 ; F'an'dpur, 325-329; 
Maimansinh, 454-4^6. 

Rent cases : Dacca, 132 ; Bdkarganj, 228 ; Faridpur, 344 ; Maimansinh, 466. 

Rei^t-free tenures. See Tenures of Land. 

Reptiles, &c., 31, 177. 

Revenue and exjfcnditnre : Dacca under the Mughuls, 126-129; under the 
Company, 129 under the Crown, 129,180; Bakarganj, 21 7-220; Faridpur, 
341-343; Maimansinii, 462-464. 

Rhea grass, cultivation of, SS. 

Rice crop : Dacca : long-stemmed rice and its varieties, 25 ; usual ertps, and 
mode of cultivation, 82, 83, 90 ; names of plant in different stages, and of 
preparations made from rice, 90, 91 ; out-turn of rice, &c., 91, 92. Bakar- 
ganj : long-stemmed rice and its varieties, 17 1 ; usual crops, with names of 
minor varieties, of plant in different stages, and of preparations made from 
••ice, 202-204; out-turn of rice, &c., 205. F'aridpur : long-stemmed rice and 
its varieties, 276 ; usual crops, with mode of cultivation, names of varieties, 
and of plant in different stages, ^^96-300 ; husking the grain, 300 ; prepara- 
tions made from rice, 301-304 ; extension of cultivation, 304 ; oul-tum of 
rice, t^c., 31 5, 316. Maimansinh : long-stemmed rice and its varieties, 390 ; 
usual crops, «with names of varieties, 419, 420 ; mode of cultivation, and pre- 
parations made from rice, 420, 421 ; out-turn of rice. See., 442, 443. 

Rights of cultivators. Sec Tenures of I.and, and Occupancy Rights. 

Rivers: Dacca, 20-22; Bakarganj, 159-168; Faridpur, 260-268; Maimansinh, 
3 « 5 ‘ 387 - 

River traffic, 23, 24, 170, 269, 388, 389. 

Roads, means of Qommunication, Sic.: Dacca, 106-108, 119, 121 ; Bakarganj, 
214 ; Faridpur, 333, 334 ; MaimaiiMnh, 458, 4^9. 

Rom«in Galholic Christians, 60, 199. 

Rotation of crops, 102, 21 1, 330, 427, 457. 

SXbhXr, towp in Dacca, former capital of a Bhuiya Raja, 23, 63, 72. 

Sadgop caste in Dacca, its subdivisions, 48, 49. 

.Safflower or kusiim, cultivation'and export, 74, 90, 204, 310. 

{‘iahibganj, trading village in Bakarganj, 201. 

Sal, a timber tree, 384* • » ^ 

Salimabad pargand, historical sketch of, 223, 224. 

Salt, importation of, 23 ; found in Bakarganj, 175, 224. 

•Samaj. t. See Brahma Samaj. 

Sambhuganj, larg^mart f»r country produce and importpd articles in Maimam 
sinh, 415, 441)1461 J^rry, 387. ^ ^ ^ 

Sanitation, &c. : Dacca, 143 Bakarganj, 246 ; Faridpur, 341 ; Maimansinh, 479. 

Sanyals, worshippers of Siva who reject caste, 408. 

Sdhair, village iif Faridpur celebrated for sitalpdtl mast manufacture, also for a 
fair, 292. • 

Sdyer revenue vnder the Mughuls in Dacca, 127, 129 ; abolished, 129. 

Sayyidpur, municipality in FaridpuB, with large import trade, 269, 291, 294, 339. 

Sayyidpur, trading village in Bdkarganj, 201. 

Schools. See Educational Statistics. 
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Semi-ahoriginal tribes : Dacca, 41-44, 51 ; Bakarganj, 190^ 193 ; Fan'dpur, 285, 
288 ; Maimansinh, 40^, 408. 

Service tenuf^s. See Tenures bf Land. 

Sex, population according to; Dacca, 34; Bakarganj, 182,* Faridpur, 180; 
Maimansinh, 394. 

Shaista Khan, Nawab of Dacca, settled the Portuguese, &c., 44, 45, 12 1. 

Shams-ud-din Ilias Shah, the first Muhammadan ruler of all Bengal, 119. 

Shell-work in Dacca, by the Sankharis, 48, ill, II2. ‘ 

Sherpur, municipality in Maimansinh, with trade in jute, and a (j^ir, 413, 441, 461. 

Sholjighar, populous town in Dacca, 61, 63. 

Shuja, Sultan Muhammad, built the Katra at Dacca, ^6 ; removed the seat of 
government to RajnTahal, 120 ; his settlement o^Bengal, 221. 

Silk, cqgLrse, manufacture in Maimansinh, 460. See also Embroidery. 

Sitalpdfi mats, manufacture of, 176, 215, 292, 339, 459. 

Size of holdings; Dacca, 92; Bakarganj, 205; Faridpur, 317; Maiman- 
sinh, 443. 

Societies. See Institutions, &c. 

Soil of Dacca, 18, 19 ; suitable for cotton, 8$ ; of Ix-katganj, 159, 249-25 
h'aridpur, 257 ; of MaimansinHf 385. 

Sonargaon, ancient capital of Eastern Bengi^ u offer ..Ki Muhammadans, 67, l]^ ; 
now called Painam, a weaving village wiui ruin^, 71, 72 ; sar^'dr, assessment 
of, 127, 221. • 

Spare land; I.)acca, 64, 96; Bakarganj, 159, 208; Faridpur, ,324 ; Maiman- 
sinh, 447. 

Subdivision of estates: Dacca, 130; Bakarganj, 226; Faridpur, 343; Maiman- 
sinh, 465. 

Subdi visional administration : Dacca, 138, 139 ; Bakarganj, 243-246 ; Faridpur, 
356» 357 ; Maimansinh, 474‘477- 

SubankluUi, seat of import and export trade in Maimansinh, 4^7, 441, 461. 

Sugar-cane, cultivation of, 204, 308,^309, 421; manufacture of sugar from 
cane and date, Faridpur, 334, 338. 

Sundarbins, boundaries and former administration, 122, 126, 221 ; limber trees. 
&c., 159, 175, 176. See also Statistical Account of the Sundaruans. 

Sundri, a timber tree of the Sundarbant, 114, 175. 

Susang, pai^ana in Maimansinh, 478 j Maharaja of, 384, 391, 41 S, 462. 

Swamps, ^ee I.akes, Marshes, &c. 

Talukdurs. See Tenures of I.and. 

Telegraph line from Dacca t<f Chittagong, 

Tenures of land ; Dacca ; origin of the modern land system, 97 ; zaminddrls 
and khdnjd huziiri idluks, 96 ; shdruildt tdluks with their .subdi^y^isions, « 
rent-free tenure.s, and cultivating tenures, 99 ; intermediate tenures, 96, 97. 
Bakarganj ; jangal buri id/uks, and oth^r intermediayjM:enurfs, 208, 209 ; inde- 
pendent estates, zaminddris^ and kkdrijd tdluks, their numbers, &c., 365-367 ; 
temporarily settled estates, 36/; lakhirdj estates, 368 ; Governnient estates 
let to farm, and \tnd^ Government management, 368, 369 ; intermedi»«rc 
tenures, their^names and characteristics, 369-375 ; cultivating tenures, 365, 
366 ; farms and mortgage tenure.s, 376, 377 ; service tenures, 577, 378 ; reli- 
gious and charitable rent-free tenures, ^578, 379. Faridpur: intermediate 
♦enures, especially mirdsk transfers and oemiddi leases, 324, 3^5. Maiman- 
sinh : estates paying revenue direct to Government, and Government estates. 
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449; intermediate tenures and cultivating tenures, with their subdivisions, 
450-453 ; rent-free estates, 453. 

TTidnds, See Police Statioi.s. 

Tides in rivers, 20-22, i6‘t?^l67,*i68. 

Tillage : Dacca : rice (^ops, 82, 83 ; other cereals, 83 ; green crops, pulses, and 
^ oil seeds, 83, 84 ; fibres, &c., 84-88 ; miscellaneous crops, 88-90 ; cultivation 
of rice, gcr; area, out-turn of crops, &c., 91, 92 ; implements of, 93 ; modes 
of, 94 ; manure, irrigation, &c., 102. Pakarganj : rice crops, 202-204 ; other 
crops, 204; ?irea, out-turn of crops, &c., 204, 205; implements ''of, 206; 
manure, irrigation, &c., 21 1. Faridpur: rice crops, 296-300; extension of 
rice cultivation, 304, 305 ; other cereals, 305 ; pulse crops, 306, 307 ; 
tubers, 307; oil seeds 'hnd fibres, 308; sugar-cane, date-palm, and indigo, 
309 ; safflower and tobacco, 310; ^d//jd and /dn, 31 1 ; betel-nut |rKl tur- 
meric, 312 ; fruit trees, 312-315; area, out-turn of crops, &c., 315-317 ; im- 
plements of, 319 j changes in cultivation, manure, irrigation, &c., 329, 330. 
Maimansinh : rice crops, 419, 420 ; green crops and oil seeds, 420 ; miscel- 
. laneous crops, 421 ; jute, 421-441 ; area, out-turn of crops, &c., 44J-443 ; 

. .implements of, 444'; manure, irrigation, &c., 456. 

Tipperahs, or immigrants imported into Dacca from Hill Tipperah, 42. 

Tipperah annexed to the MuhaiAmad^ province of Dacca, 123. 

Tobacco, cultivation of, 89, 310, 421 ; import of, 114, 216 ; export of, 461. 

Todar Mall, his assessment of Bengal, 126, 221. 

Towns, names, population, and account of: Dacca, 61-70 ; Bakarganj, 200, 201, 
238 ; Faridpur, 291, 292, 294 ; Maimansinh, 410-413. 

Trade, See Commerce and Trade. 

Tubers cultivated in Faridpur, 307. 

Turmeric or /fa/d/, cultivation of, 89, ,312. 


U^KXNDi. See Bhairab Bazar. 

UUariydy a variety of jute, 248. 

Vaishnavs, Hindu sect founded by Chaitanya : Dacca, 55-57; Bakarganj, 192 ; 
« Faridpur, 287 ; Maimansinh, 408. 

Villages, ifiimber of: Dacca, 33; Bakarganj, 183; Faridpur, 281 ; Maiman- 
sinh, 393: Classified by size : Dacca, 64 ; Bakarganj, 201, 238-' Faridiiur, 
291, 353 ; Maimansinh, 414-418. 

.Village watch. See Police Statistics. 

Village officials in Majntansirh, 453. 


Wages and prices : Dacca, 94, 95 ; Bakarganj, 206, 207 ; Faridpur, 320-322 ; 
u M^intansinh, 444, '445. 

Wahabi feeling in Bakarganj, 194, 195; in Faridpur,* 291 ; in Maimansinl^ 
409. See ali) Farrjds. 

Waste land. . See opare Land. 

Weaving irt Dacca, 109, 1 10, ** 

Weights and measures : Dacca, 905 ; Bdkarganj, 20;^, 2C^ ; Faridpur, 322-324 ; 

Maimansii\h, 445-448. 

Wild animals. , See Ferae Naturae. 


ZamindXrs. .^See Tenures of Land. 








